
Copyright Brigham Young University, 1992. 
Archived at Book of Mormon Central by Permission.

ENCYCLOPEDIA 
OF MORMONISM 

Edited by 

Daniel H. Ludlow 

The History, Scripture , Doctrine, and Procedure 
of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 

Macmillan Publish ing Company 
New York 

Maxwell Macmillan Canada 
Toronto 

Maxwell Macmillan International 
New York Oxford Singapore Sydney 



the family and religious dislocations imposed by 
the prolonged federal campaign and provided 
women an oasis of stability and mutual reassurance 
during a time of crisis. 

In its final years the "ladies semimonthly 
meetings," as the gathe rings were then called , 
became even more self-consciously faith-promot
ing. This focus was only briefly interrupted by a 
revived interest in home industries in response to 
a national economic slump and the loss of Church 
properties and funds mandated by the Edmunds
Tucker Act. The aging of first-generation Latter
day Saints prompted redoubled efforts to prepare a 
second gene ration of standard bearers. In fervent 
declarations of faith, affiliated women continued to 
evoke images of distinctiveness even as many of 
the elements that made them distinctive gave way 
to powerful federal and social forces. 

This amorphous gathering endured for thirty
five years, mainly through the perseverance of a 
few devoted women, some of them the "leading 
siste rs" or higher echelon of LDS female leader
ship . The Re tre nchment Association served as an 
agent of orthodoxy to motivate and inspire and to 
provide a spiritual bulwark against an encroaching 
world. As first-generation Latter-day Saints, these 
women were self-appointed keepers of the faith , 
who by their own commitment sought to spur com
mensurate fidelity among all the Saints. 
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CAROL CORNWALL MADSEN 

REVELATION 

Receiving personal revelation is a vital and distinc
tive part of the LDS religious experie nce. Re
sponse to personal revelation is seen as the basis 
for true faith in Christ, and the strength of the 
Church consists of that faithful response by me m
bers to their own pe rsonal revelations. The pur
pose of both revelation and the response of faith is 
to assist the children of men to come to Christ and 
learn to love one anothe r with that same pure love 
with which Christ loves the m. 
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TYPES OF REVELATION. A DISPENSATION of the 
GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST is a series of personal 
revelations from God. These revelations may be 
direct manifestations from God, as in the following 
typical cases: 

l. theophanies (seeing God face-to-face), as in 
the FIRST VISION of the Prophet Joseph 
SMITH, which came at the beginning of the 
present dispensation (JS- H 1:15-20) 

2. revealed knowledge from the Father that 
Jesus is "the Christ, the Son of the living God" 
(Matt. 16: 13-17; see also SPIRIT OF 
PROPHECY) 

3. visitations of angelic persons, such as the ap
pearance of the angel Moroni to Joseph Smith 
(JS-H 1:30-32) 

4. revelations through the URIM AND THUMMIM, 
by which means Joseph Smith translated the 
BOOK OF MORMON 

5. open visions, as when Joseph Smith and Sid
ney Rigdon were shown the kingdoms of the 
hereafter (see DOCTRINE AND COVENANTS: 
SECTION 76) 

6. physically hearing the voice of God, as is re
corded in 3 Nephi 11 

7. receiving the still, small voice of the HOLY 
SPIRIT, as in the experience of Elijah (1 Kgs. 
19); 

8. receiving the GIFTS OF THE SPIRIT (D&C 46) 

9. having a burning in the bosom as an indication 
of the will of God , as in the explanation given 
to Oliver Cowdery (D&C 9:8) 

10. dreams (1 Ne. 8:2-32) 

11. manifestations of the LIGHT OF CHRIST, by 
which all men know good from evil (Alma 
12:31-32; D&C 84:46-48) . 

Such direct manifes tations of the mind and 
will of God are known as gifts and are contrasted 
with SIGNS. Gifts always have a spiritual compo
nent, even when they have a physical aspect. Signs 
are physical manifestations of the powe r of God 
and are a form of revelation from God , though they 
may be counterfeited and misinte rpre ted. Signs 
may show that Goel is at work, but spiritual gifts 
are required to know how one should respond. 

REVELATION TO THE CHURCH. In every dispen
sation, Goel appoints his PROPHET to guide his peo
ple. The prophet's purpose is not to be an interme
diary between Goel and others, though a prophe t 
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Stained-glass window depicting Joseph Smith's First 
Vision, donated to the Salt Lake City Seventeenth Ward 
in 1907 by Annie D . Watkins. It was created by Harry 
Kimball and made by glass artists in Belgium . 

must often do so. His purpose is, rather , to assist 
others to receive from God the personal revelation 
that he, the prophet, has taught God's truth, which 
will show the way to Christ. 

The prophet as head of The Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints and all other persons 
who preside in the Church, including General 
Authorities, stake presidents, bishops, general 
presidencies, and parents, may receive revelation 
for the benefi t of those over whom they preside. 
These revelations can be passed on to the member
ship of the Church through conference and other 
talks and in pe rsonal counsel. But each individual 
is entitled to know by personal revelation that 
these messages given through presiding authori
ties are truly from the Savior himself. President 
Brigham Young expressed concern that the Latter
clay Saints would "have so much confidence in 

their leaders" that they would "settle down in a 
state of blind self~security," abandoning the re 
sponsibility to obtain their own revelation : "Le t 
every man and woman know, by the whispe ring of 
the Spirit of God to the mselves, whether their 
leade rs are walking in the path the Lord dictates, 
or not" (ID 9:150). 

Presiding quorums in the Church are entitled 
to revelation for the Church on matters of doc
trin e, policies, programs, callings, and disciplinary 
actions, as each might be appropriate to a given 
quorum. Decisions of these quorums are to be 
made only by the personal, individual revelation of 
God to each membe r of that quorum. "And every 
decision made by either of these quorums must be 
by the unanimous voice of the same; that is, every 
member in each quorum must be agreed to its de
cisions, in order to make their decisions of the 
same power or validity one with the other" (D&C 
107:27). 

The scriptures contain the inspired writings of 
God's appointed prophets and are provided tooth
ers for their edification (D &C 68:2-4). By this 
means, people have received the inspired words 
recorded in the Old and New Testaments. 
Through revelation, the Prophe t Joseph Smith 
translated the Book of Mormon (see BOOK OF 
MORMON TRANSLATION BY JOSEPH SMITH) and re
ceived those things set forth in the DOCTRINE AND 
COVENANTS and the PEARL OF CHEAT PRICE. 
Latter-day Saints anticipate that more prophetic 
scripture will yet be revealed and that scripture 
written by pas t prophets but now lost to the world 
will be res tored (2 Ne. 29:11- 14; D &C 27:6; see 
also SCRIPTURE: FORTHCOMING SClUPTURE). The 
true meaning of all scripture is to be revealed by 
the power of the Holy Ghost to the individual 
reader or hearer (2 Pe t. 1:20; D&C 50:17-24). 

PERSONAL REVELATION. Afte r baptism and con
firmation , each member has the right, when wor
thy, to the constant companionship of the HOLY 
GHOST (see GIFT OF THE HOLY GHOST). Through 
that companionship all the gifts of the Spirit are 
revealed to faithful individuals, who accomplish 
their mortal works in righteousness through the 
gifts and power of God revealed to and through 
the m (Moro. 10:25). The challenges of living by 
personal revelation include (1) distinguishing reve
lation from God through his Holy Spirit from per
sonal thoughts and desires, and from the influ
ences of Satan (see DEVIL); (2) followin g the 



teachings and directions of the living prophet of 
God; and (3) living by every word that proceeds 
from the mouth of God (Matt. 4:4; John 3:5-8; 
D&C 50:13-24; 98:11- 13; Deut. 8:3). 

In modern socie ties, the idea of divine revela
tion is widely discounted for many reasons, includ
ing the violent acts that some have perpetrated 
while claiming divine direction. But God has made 
it known through the RESTORATION OF THE 

GOSPEL that revelation is available to all who seek 
it and that failure to seek spiritual guidance and 
direction is itself a mistake and a form of wishful 
thinking. Humans have eternal spirits, and each 
person experiences the supernatural influences 
that work upon his or her own spirit. Better than to 
ignore the spiritual side of oneself is to study one's 
personal spiritual experiences until they make 
sense. Those who acknowledge spiritual experi
ences are called the "honest in heart," and they are 
candidates for the revealed riches of godliness 
(D&C 8:1; 97:8). 

The fundamental revelation from God is the 
KNOWLEDGE of good through the light of Christ 
(John 1:9). The prophet Lehi taught his children 
that because of the choices made by Adam and 
Eve, their descendants receive supernatural 
knowledge of both good and evil, making a choice 
be tween the two necessary in fulfillment of the 
PURPOSE OF EARTH LIFE. After mortality God re
turns to each human being eternally the good or 
evil each chose in life (Alma 41:1-5; 2 Ne. 2:27). 

But before any final judgment, each person 
will be taught the gospel of Jesus Christ by the 
power of the Holy Spirit. This gospel is the good 
news that the Son of God will assist all persons to 
stop doing evil and will save them from the conse
quences of all the evil they have done if they will 
believe in him and repent. Acting to accept this 
revelation constitutes faith in Jesus Christ, which, 
if it continues, may bring additional revelation 
from God: more instruction; the gifts of the Spirit; 
the knowledge imparted through saving ordi
nances of the NEW AND EVERLASTING COVENANT; 

angelic visitations; visions; the revelation to know 
God himself face to face; and finally, the revelation 
to be given the fulness of godhood, to be made 
joint-heirs with Christ (D&C 121:29). 

The LDS concept of individual revelation as 
fundamental to all human experience helps explain 
other distinctive LDS teachings. The key to mak
ing the proper distinction between supernatural 
revelation and its counterfeit is that fundamental 

REVELATION '@ 1227 

knowledge of good and evil. Individuals must ex
periment, being as honest in heart and mind as 
they can, until they can see clearly what is good 
and what is evil. Those who learn to distinguish 
good from evil in this life can then distinguish the 
good spirit from the evil spirit. They then can dis
tinguish the true gospel of Jesus Christ from its 
counterfeits, the true path of righteousness from 
the byways of covenant breaking and bending, and 
the true and living God from the image of God 
produced by their own wishful thinking (Moro. 
7:5-19). 

Joseph Smith taught the Saints how to recog-
nize and receive revelation: 

A person may profit by noticing the first intimation 
of the spirit of revelation; for instance, when you 
feel pure intelligence flowing in to you, it may give 
you sudden strokes of ideas, so that by noticing it, 
you may find it fulfilled the same day or soon; (i.e.) 
those things that were presented unto your minds 
by the Spirit of God, will come to pass; and thus by 
learning the Spirit of God and unde rstanding it, you 
may grow into the principle of revelation, until you 
become perfect in Christ Jesus [TPJS, p. 151]. 

To learn to communicate with others by the 
gifts of that Holy Spirit makes it possible for one to 
be a prophet or prophetess of God. Latte r-day 
Saints believe that through divine revelation every 
child of Christ may, and should, become a prophet 
or a prophetess to his or her own divinely ap
pointed stewardship (Num. 11:29), holding fast to 
that which is good and rejecting that which is evil 
(1 Thes. 5:19- 21). 

Thus, the human problem is not to get revela
tion , but to understand the revelation one re
ceives, to respond only to that which is good, and 
to minister only that which is good. The servants of 
Christ are counseled to look to him and to him only 
for light and TRUTH. They are told not to take 
counsel from any human being or to hearken to any 
person unless he or she speaks by the power of the 
Holy Spirit. Truth, light, righteous power, and sal
vation come from above, from Goel himself, 
through divine revelation, and not from human 
beings or from below (2 Ne. 28:30-31). 
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CHAUNCEY C . RIDDLE 

REVELATIONS , UNPUBLISHED 

Not all revelations of God to his latter-day 
PROPHETS have been formally published, let alone 
accepted by the COMMON CONSENT of the Church 
as canonized scripture. Just as the compilers of the 
Bible had to decide which texts to include, similar 
decisions have been made in this DISPENSATION 

with respect to modern revelations. Initially this 
process was carried out by those assigned by the 
Prophet Joseph SMITH to gather the revealed ma
terials, organize them, and, under his supervision, 
print the Book of Commandments (1833) and the 
Doctrine and Covenants (1835). They included 
those revelations that were relevant "for the estab
lishment and regulation of the kingdom of God on 
the earth in the last days" (D&C [1981] , "Explana
tory Introduction"). Latter-day Saints believe that 
divine inspiration played a role in guiding these 
selections (DS 3:202) . 

Many revelations are not included in the 
STANDARD WORKS, however; for example, those 
given to specific individuals under particular cir
cumstances containing personal instructions rather 
than doctrine for the Church. Many are published 
in the History of the Church or are found in collec
tions of Church documents. Examples include a 
revelation calling John E. Page to go to Washing
ton, D .C. (HC 6:82), and a revelation about the 
division of the United Firm (Kirtland Revelation 
Book, p. 111). Also excluded are temple ordi
nances and other sacred matters not published to 
the world. 

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints regards its canon of scripture as open, and 
two earlie r revelations were added to the canon in 
1979 (D&C 137 and 138). Latter-day Saints believe 
that God "will yet reveal many great and important 
things pertaining to the Kingdom of God" (A 
of F 9). 

Another example of revelation received but 
not published is the revelation underlying the an
nouncement by the FIRST PRESIDENCY in June 
1978 extending the priesthood to all worthy male 
members of the Church. Only an official statement 

concerning that revelation was published (see 
DOCTRINE AND COVENANTS: OFFICIAL DECLARA

TION-2). Other changes in the Church, such as 
the recent expanding of the role of the SEVENTY, 

accelerating temple building, and expanding mis
sionary activity, are viewed by Latter-day Saints as 
manifestations of divine direction. The revealed 
basis of these changes is not always published, as it 
more often was in the early years of the Church. As 
Elder James E. Faust declared, "In our time God 
has revealed how to administer the Church with a 
membership of over six million differently than 
when there were just six members of the Church" 
(Faust, p. 8). 

A few writers have attempted to collect and 
publish revelations that are attributed to prophets 
but not published in the scriptures. Some of these 
texts are based on credible sources; others come 
from sources that are suspect, if not invalid. When 
a so-called revelation contains statements and dec
larations that are clearly out of harmony with the 
standard works and official statements of the First 
Presidency, such materials are considered to be 
spurious. 

In biblical times, false prophets sometimes 
spoke and wrote in the names of others and 
claimed revelations from God (cf. Deut. 18:20- 22; 
Matt. 7:15). Today, some people similarly find 
journals or produce documents containing alleged 
revelations. The main guideline used for assessing 
these is as follows: "No one shall be appointed to 
receive commandments and revelations in this 
church excepting my servant Joseph Smith, Jun. , 
for he receivetl1 them even as Moses ... until I 
shall appoint ... another in his stead" (D&C 28:2, 
7). Latter-day Saints believe that the r ight to re
ceive revelation for the entire Church is reserved 
for the PRESIDENT OF THE CHURCH. 
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REVERENCE 

Latter-day Saints share with other religious people 
an inner yearning or inclination to venerate that 
which is holy. President David 0. MCKAY empha-




