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FIRST VISION but also with the visits of other divine 
messengers, who quoted Old Testament prophe­
cies with the promise that they were about to be 
fulfilled. The angel Moroni quoted to Joseph Smith 
some of the eschatological prophecies of Malachi, 
Isaiah , Joel, and-according to Wilford WOOD­
RUFF- Daniel, and promised their fu lHIIment 
(JS-H 1:29, 33, 36-41; JD 24:241). 

Latter-day Saints use both ancient and mod­
ern prophecies to bring the gospel light to the 
GENTILES so that all can be mutually blessed (Isa. 
49:5- 22; D&C 86:11; 110:12; 124:9). In the LAST 
DAYS the God of heaven will set up his kingdom to 
embrace all people, rolling forth until it fills the 
earth (Dan. 2:31- 45; D&C 65). The Lord "shall 
bring again Zion" and, in doing so, will publish 
peace and salvation, proclaiming, "Thy God reign­
eth!" Then all nations will see the salvation of 
God (Isa. 52:7-10). All can be a part of ZION, "the 
pure in heart" (D&C 97:19-21). "Saviours shall 
come up on mount Zion," as Obadiah said, 
"and the kingdom shall be the LORD's" (Obad . 1:21; 
D&C 103:7-10). 
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ELLIS T. RASMUSSEN 

OMNIPOTENT GOD; 
OMNIPRESENCE OF GOD; 
OMNISCIENCE OF GOD 

The Church of Jesus C hrist of Latter-day Saints 
uses the fam iliar terms "omnipotent," "omnipres­
ent," and "omniscient" to describe me mbers of the 
GODHEAD. 

OMNIPOTENCE. The Church afHrms the biblical 
view of divine omnipote nce (often rendered as "al­
mighty"), that GOD is supre me, having powe r over 
all things. No one or no force or happe ning can 
frustrate or prevent him from accomplishing his 
designs (D&C 3:1-3). His power is sufficient to 
fulfill all his purposes and promises, including his 
promise of ETERNAL LIFE for all who obey him . 

However, the Church does not unde rstand 
this term in the traditional sense of absoluteness, 
and, on the au thority of modern REVELATION, re­
jects the classical doctrine of CREATION out of 
nothing. It affirms, rather, that the re are actuali­
ties that are coeternal with the persons of the God­
head, including elements, intelligence, and law 
(D &C 93:29, 33, 35: 88:34-40). Omnipotence, 
therefore, cannot coherently be unde rstood as ab­
solutely unlimi ted power. That view is inte rnally 
self-contradictory and, given the fact that evil and 
suffering are real, not reconcilable with God's 
omnibenevole nce or loving kindness (see 
THEODICY). 

OMNIPRESENCE. Since Latter-day Saints believe 
that God the Father and God the Son are glori­
ously embodied persons, they do not believe them 
to be bodily omnipresent. They do affirm , rathe r, 
that their power is immane nt "in all and through 
all things" and is the power "by which all things are 
governed" (D&C 88:6, 7, 13, 40- 41). By their 
knowledge and power, and through the infl uence 
of the Holy Ghost, they are omnipresent. 

OMNISCIENCE. Latter-day Saints diffe r among 
themselves in their unde rstanding of the nature of 
God's knowledge. Some have thought that God 
increases endlessly in knowledge as well as in glory 
and dominion . Others hold to the more tradi­
tional view that God's knowledge, including the 
FOREKNOWLEDGE of future free contingencies, is 
complete. Despite these diffe ring views, the re is 
accord on two fundamental issues: (1) God's fore­
knowledge does not causally dete rmine human 
choices, and (2) this knowledge, like God's power , 
is maximally efficacious. No event occurs that he 
has not anticipated or has not taken into account in 
his planning. 
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