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722 ~ JERUSALEM 

rized gathering of ISRAEL to former inheritances 
(23:5-8). 

An element of interest in Jeremiah's prophetic 
work is the manner in which he taught object les
sons (see TEACHER; TEACHER DEVELOPMENT). For 
instance, Jeremiah called attention to the impend
ing fall of Jerusalem and captivity of he r inhabit
ants by weaiing the yoke of an ox (Jer. 27:2). He 
showed his faith in the eventual restoration of Is
rael to her homeland by buying a piece of land 
(32:1-15). He conveyed some of his messages with 
parables. In Jeremiah 18:1-10, the Lord inspired 
nim to ask his listeners to observe a potte r who had 
to rework some "marred" clay. He noted that the 
potter represented the Lord and the marred clay 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem. So poignantly dis
turbing was this parable that some of Jeremiah's 
listeners began to plot against his life (18:18-23). 
In Jerem iah 24:1-10 he declared that the Lord 
showed him two baske ts of figs, one good and one 
inedible. The good ugs represented those taken 
captive whom the Lord would "acknowledge." The 
inedible figs, which the Lord would discard, or 
have "removed," represented king Zedekiah, his 
princes, and those Judeans who had fled to Egypt. 

Jeremiah and his writings were welJ respected 
by his contemporary, LEHI, and later Book of Mor
mon prophets who possessed a copy of some of 
Jeremiah's prophecies on the PLATES of brass (cf. 1 
Ne. 5:13; 7:14). A later Book of Monnon prophet, 
NEPHI2, indicates that Je remiah bad prophesied of 
the MESSIAH's fu·st coming (Hel. 8:13- 20). How
ever , current texts of Jeremiah do not have clear 
references to this event, underscoring the observa
tion that in the transmission of the biblical text 
parts may have been lost, or that Lehi may have 
possessed a fuller version. This is not surprising 
since ancient evidence both from Dead Sea frag
ments and from the Septuagint version of Jeremiah 
suggests that the text of his book has not been well 
preserved. 

The book of Jeremiah presents rich insights 
into the attributes of Goel, the nature of prophets 
and prophecy, and varied teaching techniques. 
The available text of Jeremiah, however, suggests 
that scribes or others have allowed some parts that 
were "plaio and precious" (cf. l Ne. 13:20-42) to 
be omitted. 
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JERUSALEM 

Latter-day Saints view Jerusalem as a holy city, as 
do other Christians, Jews, and Muslims. The exis
tence of Jerusalem as a unique holy place stems 
from at least the time that DAVID captured the city 
and made it his capital. With Solomon's efforts, the 
temple stood in Jerusalem as God's dwelling place 
(1 Kgs. 6). For a millennium, JEHOVAH was wor
shiped there, and his people looked for redemp
tion in Jerusalem (Luke 2:38). Tradition holds that 
its former name was Salem (Gen. 14:18; Ps. 76:2), 
where MELCHIZEDEK re igned and ABRAHAM went 
to sacrifice I saac. Later, Jesus Christ died there to 
atone for the sins of mankind. Concerning Je rusa
lem's future importance, latter-day scripture af
firms biblical prophecies that Jerusalem is to be 
the scene of important events in the LAST DAYS. 

Old Testament prophets spoke of the rise and 
demise of Jerusalem (e.g., l Kgs. 9:3; Micah 3:12). 
About 600 B.C. , the future Book of Mormon 
prophet LEHI lived in the land of Jerusalem and 
encountered opposition when he called its inhabit
ants to repentance and prophesied the coming of 
the MESSIAH. He and his family were subsequently 
commanded by the Lord to Oee the city, eventu
ally journeying to the Western Hemisphere, where 
his descendants became two rival Book of Mormon 
peoples, the NEPHITES and the LAMANlTES. Thus, 
from Jerusalem sprang the Book of Mormon saga. 

Jerusalem was the scene of important events 
in Jesus' ministry. He taught and performed mira
cles there. No place was more holy to his followers 
than the temple, which Jesus considered the legiti
mate sanctuary of God, calling it "my Father's 
house" (John 2:16) and "my house" (Matt. 21:13). 
In an upper room of a house in Jerusalem, Jesus 
celebrated the Passover with his apostles, insti
tuted the SACRAMENT, gave special meaning to the 



washing of feet, and revealed who would betray 
him. In GETHSEMANE and on Golgotha, Jesus ac
complished the most selfless suffering in history, 
leading to his atoning sacrifice and resurrection. 

Jesus mourned over the city as he recalled its 
past and envisioned its future (Matt. 23:37-39; 
Luke 19:41- 44; 13:34-35). Like Jesus, Jerusalem 
would suffer indignities, anguish, and death (JS
M 1:18-22). But as Jesus lives again, so will Jerusa
lem (Isa. 52:1-2, 9; D&C 109:62). As part of the 
RESTORATION of all things, the holy city must be 
restored. The Prophet Joseph SM.ITH said, "Judah 
must return, Jerusalem must be rebuilt, and the 
temple, .. . and all this must be done before the 
Son of Man will make His appearance" (HC 5:337). 

Jerusalem will be restored in its former place, 
be sanctified, and become a city of holiness, graced 
with a new temple (Zeeb. 2:12; 12:6; Ether 13:5, 
11; 3 Ne. 20:29- 36; D&C 77:15). Elder Orson 
Hyde, an apostle, journeyed to Jerusalem in 1841 
to dedicate the land "for the building up of Jerusa
lP-m again ... ancl for' rearing a TP-mple in honor of 
[the Lord's] name" (HC 4:456). 

Other events are yet to occur in Jerusalem: a 
major struggle will yet rage in Jerusalem's streets, 
that of Ai-mageddon (Zech. 14); an earthquake wiJ1 
divide the Mount of Olives; and the Savior will 
appear to the Jews (D&C 45:48- 53). 

Two separate Jerusalems, the old and the 
new, will serve as headquarters of the millennial 
KINGDOM OF GOD from which Jesus will rule. Old 
Jerusalem will be built up by Judah. The NEW 
JERUSALEM, also to be known as ZION (D&C 45:66-
67), will be built up in Jackson County, Missouri, 
by EPHRAIM, whose descendants largely make up 
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. 
Isaiah foresaw the day when this second Jerusalem 
or Zion would be established: "For out of Zion 
shall go forth the law, and the word of the Lord 
from Jerusalem" (Isa. 2:3; cf. 64:10). MORONI2 , the 
last Book of Mormon prophet, first described the 
Jerusalem of old, then quoted the prophecy of 
Ether that "a New Jerusalem should be built up 
upon the land, unto the remnant of the seed of 
Joseph," and finally mentioned the "New Jerusa
lem, which should come down out of heaven" 
(Ether 13:3- 12). John the Revelator also envi
sioned this final "Jerusalem, coming down from 
God out of heaven" (Rev. 21:2, 10). From this new 
Jerusalem, the city of Zion, God and the Lamb will 
reign over a celestfalized earth (Moses 7:62-63; cf. 
DS 3:55-79). 

JESUS CHRIST '@ 723 

This inscribed stone stands in the Orson Hyde Memorial 
Garden in Jerusalem (dedicated October 24, 1979). The 
text is repeated in Hebrew, Arabic, and English. The 
garden, on the slopes of the Mount of Olives across from 
Mt. Moriah, commemorates Orson Hyde's dedication 
of Palestine on October 24, 1841. Courtesy LaMar C . 
Berrett. 
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