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504 ~ FATHERS' BLESSINGS 

men may be released from demanding Church 
positions in order to give appropriate time to their 
families. Fathers are taught to spend time with 
their families; to bring the family together in fre
quent prayer, scripture study, and family meet
ings; and to teach children to keep God's com
mandments, to work, and to respect others 
(Mosiah 4:14-15; 3 Ne. 18:21). 

[See al,so Father's Blessings; Lifestyle; Mar
riage; Men, Roles of; Motherhood.] 
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A. LYNN SCORESBY 

FATHERS' BLESSINGS 

Fathers' blessings are given by the power of the 
MELCHIZEOEK PRIESTHOOD following the pattern 
of the ancient PATlUARCHS, such as ADAM, NOAH, 

ABRAHAM, Isaac, Jacob, LEHl, MOSIAH, ALMA2, 

and MORMON. All gave blessings to their children . 
Adam's final blessing upon several of hjs descen
dants is described in Doctrine and Covenants 
107:53-57. So significant was the ORDINANCE on 
that occasion that "the Lord appeared unto them, 
and they rose up and blessed Adam" (TPJS , 
p. 38). 

For the earthly blessing to be honored in 
heaven, it is necessary that a father bas been bap
tized , has received the HOLY GHOST, and bears the 
Melcltizedek Priesthood. Through these ordi
nances and COVENANTS, the father may claim the 
powers of heaven to guide his thoughts and ratify 
his words. To give such a blnssing, the father 
places his hands upon the head of his child, and 
assures the child by word and spirit that the bless
ing, spoken by a loving parent, comes with divine 
approval and INSPIRATION. 

The father may give blessings when requested 
by his wife or children or when he feels their need. 

A father, assisted by other men who hold the Mel
chizedek Priesthood, gives his infant child a name and a 
father's blessing during a sacrament meeting (c. 1975; 
see D&C 20:70). Fathers may also bless their children at 
other times of need. Courtesy Doug Martin. 

He does not force a blessing on anyone, for that 
would conflict both with the law of AGENCY and the 
spi rit of LOVE. There is no ideal frequency for such 
blessings, only as the needs of the person and the 
whisperings of the Spirit suggest. A father will find 
performing this sacred ordinance easier if his rela
tionships with his children are gentle and kind. If 
there is a conflict between father and child, it may 
be necessar y to reconcile it before attempting the 
blessing. 

A father's blessing is both an ordinance au
thorized by God and an action that draws father 
and child together even as it reassures a mother 
who sees her husband spiritually minister to the; 
child. It is a symbolic and official godlike act of 
pure love . 
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FAYETIE, NEW YORK 

The township of Fayette, New York, is located in 
Seneca County between Seneca and Cayuga Jakes. 



The Ch urch of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 
was organized in the log cabin of Pe ter Whitmer, 
Sr. , approximately 4. 7 miles northwest of the vil
lage of Faye tte and 3 miles southwest of modern 
Waterloo, New York (see ORGANIZATION OF T HE 

CHURCH [1830]). 
Joseph SMIT ll first came to Fayette in the 

spring of 1829, when D avid WHITMER, who knew 
Olive r COWDERY, invited him and the Prophe t to 
come to his father's house from HARMONY, 

PENNSYLVANIA, to comple te the translation of the 
Book of Mormon . They arrived in Faye tte the first 
week of June and comple ted the translation by the 
end of June . They also preached occasionally in the 
area, baptizing many converts. Joseph Smith re 
ceived fi ve REVELATIONS in Fayette during that 
month (D&C 14- 18). Soon after the translation 
was comple ted, Whitmer, Cowdery, and Martin 
HARlUS testified that they were shown the plates 
by a heavenly messenger near the Whitmer home 
(see BOOK OF MORMON WITNESSES). 

In April 1830, the Prophet received a revela
tion instructing him to organize the Church on 
APRIL 6, which was accomplished in the home of 
Peter Whjtmer, Sr. (D&C 20-21). In the days and 
months that followed, many meetings were he ld in 
the general area of Faye tte and more converts 
were baptized. The first general conference of the 
Church was held in F ayette on June 9, 1830. 

Because of renewed opposition in H armony, 
Pennsylvania, whe re Joseph and his wife, Emma, 
had re turned afte r the Church was organized, they 
moved again to the Whitmer home in Faye tte, liv
ing there from August 1830 to January 1831. In 
those months, Joseph continued the work of his 
inspired translation of the Bible (see JOSEPH SMITH 

TRANSLATION OF THE BIBLE [JST]), part of which 
was later published as the BOOK OF MOSES ; he also 
received thirteen additional revelations (D&C 28-
40). The second gene ral conference was he ld in 
Fayette on September 26, 1830. 

In D ecember 1830 and January 1831, reve la
tions were received instructing the Latter-day 
Saints to move to Ohio to a more friendly environ
ment (D&C 37:1-3; 38:31-32), where LDS mis
sionaries had made many conve rts. Joseph and 
Emma Smith left Faye tte in the latte r part of Janu
ary 1831, and most of the remaining members left 
late r that spring and summer. 

Today tbe Church has built a VISITORS 

CENTER, a chapel, and a replica of the Whitmer log 
cabin on the old Whitmer farm. 
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Reconstructed log home at the site of the Peter Whit
mer, Sr. , home in Fayette, New York. Here the Book of 
Mormon translation w<1s completed, the testimony of the 
Three Witnesses was signed (June, 1829), and the 
Church was organized on April 6, 1830. Twenty revela
tions in the Doctrine and Covenants were received here. 
Courtesy LaMar C. Berrett. 
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FEAR OF GOD 

In ancient SCRIPTURE the phrase "fear of God" typ
ically signified faith , reverence, and b·ust. F ear of 
God, so defined and fe lt, tends to diminish other 
fo rms of fear tl1at arise in the absence of genu ine 
faith. Thus, modern HEVELATlON admonishes 
agai nst fearing to do good (D&C 6:33), fearing ene
mies (D&C 122:9; 136: 17), fearing Satan (Moses 
1:20), and fearing death (D&C 101:36). An unde r
girding principle pe rmeates Latte r-day Saint prac
tice: "If ye are prepared ye shall not fear" (D&C 
38:30). In the spiritual realm, unpreparedness can 
lead to what the scriptures call "a certa in feadi.tl 
looking for of judgment" (Heb. 10:27). 

Latte r-day Saints are sometimes described, 
because of an assumed overemphasis on works, as 
living in "fear and trembling." The phrase is Paul's 
(Phil. 2:12). Actually, Mormons aspire to follow 
Paul's teaching and practice to be "anxiously en
gaged in a good cause," but that anxiety is related 
to freedom and responsibili ty (see D&C 58:27). 




