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BOOK OF MORMON E DITIONS

1984), metallurgy of golden plates (Oct. 1984), pre-Hispanic
domesticate d barley (Dec. 1984), the loss of technologies Quly
1985), the legal implementation of the Nephite system of
weights and measures (Mar. 1987), and possible silks and line ns (Nov. 1988).
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Mosiah II." Provo, Utah, 1983.
Nibley, Hugh W. The Pmphetic Book of Mormon, in CWHN
8:245- 46, 385- 86, and Since Cttmorah, in CWHN 7:220- 27.
Discusses me tallic plates, steel, ceme nt, money, and fauna.
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IE (Sept. 1966):788-89, 828-31.
Smith , H. P. "The Nephite Monetary System." IE 57 (May
1954):316- 17.
Sore nson, John L. "A Reconsideration of Early Metal in Mesoamerica. " Katttnob 9 (Mar. 1976):1-18.

- -. An Ancient American Setting for the Book of Mormon.
Salt Lake C ity, 1985.
Wright, H . Curtis. "Ancient Burials of Metallic Foundation
Documents in Stone Boxes." In Occasional Papers, University
of Illinois Graduate School of Library and information Science 157 (1982):1-42.
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BOOK OF MORMON EDITIONS
(1830-1981)
Two major goals of each published edition of the
Book of Mormon have been (1) to faithfully reproduce the text; and (2) to make the text accessible to
the reader. The goal of textual accuracy has led
later editors to earlier editions and, when available, to the original and printer's manuscripts (see
BOOK OF MOHMON MANUSCHIPTS). The goal of accessibility has led to some modernization and
standardization of the text itself and the addition of
reader's helps (introductory material, versification ,
footnotes, chapter summaries, dates, pronunciation guides, and indexes).
Four editions were published during Joseph
SMITH'S lifetime:
1. 1830: 5,000 copies; published by E. B. Grandin in Palmyra, New York. In general, the first edition is a faithful copy of the printe r's manuscript
(although on one occasion the original manuscript
rather than the printer's was used for typesetting).
For the most part, this edition reproduces what
the compositor, John H . Gilbert, conside red grammatical "errors." Gilbert added punctuation and
dete rmined the paragraphing for the first edition.
In the Preface, Joseph Smith explains the loss of
the Book of Lehi- 116 pages of manuscript (see

(1830- 1981) ~
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116 PAGES) . The testimonies of
the Three and the E igh t Witnesses were placed at
the end of the book. In this and all other early
editions, the re is no versification.

MANUSCRIPT, LOST

2. 1837: Either 3,000 or 5, 000 copies; published
by Parley P. PHATT and John Goodson, Kirtland,
Ohio. For this edition, hundreds of grammatical
changes and a few emendations were made in the
text. The 1830 edition and the printer's manuscript
were used as the basis for this edition.
3. 1840: 2,000 copies; published for Ebenezer
Robinson and Don Carlos Smith (by Shepard and
Stearns, Cincinnati, Ohio), Nauvoo, Illinois. Joseph Smith compared the printed text with the
original manuscript and discovered a number of
errors made in copying the printer's manuscript
from the original. Thus the 1840 edition restores
some of the readings of the original manuscript.
4. 1841: 4,050 copies (5,000 contracted); published for Brigham YOUNG , Heber C. KIMBALL ,
and Parley P. Pratt (by J. Tompkins, Liverpool,
England). This first European edition was printed
with the permission of Joseph Smith; it is essentially a reprinting of the 1837 edition with British
spellings.
Two additional British editions, one in 1849
(edited by Orson Pl'\ATT) and the othe r in 1852 (edited by Franklin D. Richards), show minor editing
of the text. In the 1852 edition, Richards added
numbers to the paragraphs to aid in finding passages, thereby creating the first-although primitive- versification for the Book of Mormon.
Three other important LDS editions have involved major changes in format as well as minor
editing:
1. 1879: Edited by Orson Pratt. Major changes in
the format of the text included division of the long
chapters in the original text, a true versiflcation
system (which has been followed in all subsequent
LDS editions), and footnotes (mostly scriptural references).

2. 1920: Edited by James E. Talmage . Furthe r
changes in format included introductory material,
double columns, chapte r summaries, and new
footnotes. Some of the minor editing found in this
edition appeared earlier in the 1905 and 1911 editions, also under the editorship of Talmage .
3. 1981: Edited by a committee headed by members of the Quorum of the Twelve. This edition is a
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major reworking of the 1920 edition: The text appears again in double columns, but new introductory material, chapter summaries, and footnotes
are provided. About twenty significant textual e rrors that had ente red the printer's manuscript are
corrected by reference to the original manuscript.
Other corrections were made from comparison
with th e printe r's manuscript and the 1840 Nauvoo
edition.
The REORGANIZED CHURCH OF JESUS CJUUST
OF LATTER DAY SAINTS (RLDS) also has its own
textual tradition. Prior to 1874, the RLDS used an
edition of the Book of Mormon published by James
0. Wright (1858, New York), basically a reprinting
of the 1840 Nauvoo edition. The first and second
RLDS editions (1874, Plano, Illinois; and 1892,
Lamoni, Iowa) followed the 1840 text and had their
own syste m of versification. Unlike the later LDS
editions, all RLDS editions have re tained the original longer chapters.
In 1903 the RLDS obtained the printe r's manuscript and used it to produce their third edition
(1908, Lamoni, Iowa). The text of the 1908 edition
restored many of the readings found in that manuscript, but generally did not alter th e grammatical
changes made in the 1837 Kirtland edition. This
edition also included a new versification , which has
remained unchanged in all subsequent RLDS editions. In 1966 the RLDS published a thoroughly
modernized Book of Mormon text. Both the 1908
(with minor editing) and th e 1966 texts are available, but only the 1908 edition is authorized for
use in the RLDS Church.
A critical text of the Book of Mormon was published in 1984- 1987 by the Foundation for Ancient
Research and Mormon Studies. This is the first
published text of the Book of Mormon to show the
precise history of many textual variants. Although
this textual study of the editions and manuscripts
of the Book of Mormon is incomplete and preliminary, it is helpful for a general overview of the textual history of the Book of Mormon.
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BOOK OF MORMON GEOGRAPHY
Although the Book of Mormon is primarily a religious record of the NEPHITES, LAMANITES, and
JAREDITES, enough geographic de tails are e mbedded in the narrative to allow reconstruction of at
least a rudimentary geography of Book of Mormon
lands. In the technical usage of the term "geography" (e .g., physical, economic, cultural, or political), no Book of Mormon geography has yet been
written. Most Latte r-day Saints who write geographies have in mind one or both of two activities :
first, internal reconstruction of the relative size
and configuration of Book of Mormon lands based
upon textual state me nts and allusions; second,
speculative attempts to match an inte rnal geography to a location within North or South America.
Three questions relating to Book of Mormon geography are discussed here: (1) How can one reconstruct a Book of Mormon geography? (2) What does
a Book of Mormon geography look like? (3) What
hypothe tical locations have been suggested for
Book of Mormon lands?
RECONSTRUCTING INTEHNAL BOOK OF MORMON
GEOGRAPHY. Although Church leadership officially and consistently distances itself from iss ues
regarding Book of Mormon geography in order to
focus attention on the spiritual message of the
book, private speculation and scholarship in this
area have been abundant. Using textual clues, laymen and scholars have formulated over sixty possible geographies. Dissimilarities among the m ste m
from differences in (1) the interpre tation of scriptural passages and statements of G ene ral Authorities; (2) procedures for reconciling scriptu ral information; (3) initial assumptions concerning the text
and traditional LDS identification of certain foa-

