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JAREDITE 
BARGES

By A. L. ZOBELL, SR.

Dear Editors:

I am  enclosing a brief statement on 
the Jaredite Barges. I am, however, 

fearful that my views may cause 
some controversy, for they are, judg-
ing from past experience, at variance 
with the views of some who have 
speculated on this subject.

To demonstrate my views, I have 
built a working model, according to 
my understanding of the Book of 
Mormon description of them. I can-
not agree for one moment that the 
barges were in any way related to 
a submarine, for if we allow that their 
submerging was anything but a pass-
ing burial in a huge wave, then we 
must be prepared to answer other 
questions: “Where did they get
their power to drive them through 
the depths of the sea to the promised 
land, and where did they get their 
power to submerge and emerge?”

My model barge is easily carried 
under my arm. It is thirty inches 
long, twelve inches deep, and twelve 
inches wide. It has been demonstrated 
some forty times in various organi-
zations of the Church and has been 
very well received.

Your brother,
A. L. Zobell,
Salt Lake City, Utah.

T
he  Jaredite method of ocean 

transport described in the 
Book of Mormon has been 

variously referred to as a submarine, 
a hollowed-out tree, and as a conical 
craft with a cylinder that revolved 
as the boat rolled on its journey to 
America. However, if we accept the 
account recorded in Ether 2:16, 17, 
and Moroni’s subsequent notations 
(Ch. 6) wherein these vessels are 
described as barges, we must agree 
that their mode of transportation 
was in flat-bottomed surface craft.

The text concerning these barges 
reads in substance: The Brother 
of Jared built barges after a manner 
they had built before; that is, vessels 
they had used to transport them over 
“many waters” en route to the “great 
sea.” They were built according to 
the instructions of the Lord, and 
were invulnerable against both air 
and water. Being tight “like a 
dish” and peaked at both ends, they 
held water both in and out and were 
light, compared to the “lightness of 
a fowl upon the water”; their length 
was that of a tree and the door of 
entry, when closed, made an abso-
lutely tight vessel.

When Moroni was given, through 
the interpreters, a view of the barges, 
he beheld eight light craft buoyantly 
upon the waves of the sea. Joseph 
Smith must have had the same pros-
pect, for he used the same inter-
preters.

If we were “to go to work and 
build a barge” after the above 
description, it would look much like 
a barge of today, except being 
“peaked at both ends” and absolute-

ly tight. We have no need to ac-
cept the “one tree idea” for the 
builders of these barges undoubtedly 
understood shipbuilding, being con-
temporary with their grandfather, 
Noah. They had seen his ark and 
had lived on the seashore many 
years where much shipping was 
done. They knew about boat con-
struction long before they received 
the final command. Many tree 
lengths, fashioned into planks, fast-
ened to the top, sides, and bottom of 
the hull, were used for their construc-
tion. After the building of these 
small, air-tight barges, deficiencies 
were noted by the builder, who went 
to the Lord and complained:

O Lord, I have made the barges accord-
ing as thou hast directed me; . . .in them 
there is no light . . . and also we shall 
perish, for in them we cannot breathe, save 
it is the air which is in them. (Ether 2:18- 
19.)

The Chief Architect then com-
manded:

Thou shalt make a hole in the top, and 
also in the bottom; and when thou shalt 
suffer for air thou shalt unstop the hole 
and receive air. (Ether 2:20.) 

ZOBELL MODEL OF JAREDITE 
BARGE WITH TOP COVERING

'J’he  barges were of necessity tight, 
for they were to be buried “in 

the depths of the sea,” and so a de-
vice was provided whereby air could 
enter to supply the inmates. The 
top hole supplied the answer to this 
emergency. The Lord’s command: 
"And also in the bottom.” What? 
A hole in the bottom of a boat! “For 
what purpose?” ridicules the Rev. 
Alexander Campbell as he queries: 
“To admit water?”

This was seemingly rather a 
peculiar order. Let us discuss the 
question in this manner: After the 
hole is made it is seen that water 
will come into the boat. A tube is 
built from the bottom to the top of 
the barge, housing in both holes 
completely. Now we have a funnel 
right through the boat. Water 
can come into the tube as high as the 
water line of the vessel.

The model of the barge we have 
built has a stop hole both in front 
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T H E I M P R O V E M E N T E R A,  A P RI L,  1 9 4 1

BI O C H E MI S T R Y  A N D  A L C O H O LI C  R E C R E A TI O N

“ T h E r els a Ti d E  

i n tli E Aff ai rs  
al M e n ...”

. . . a n d  s u c h a  ti d e is risi n g n o w  
i n t h e n ati o n's b usi n ess. T h e  d e -
m a n d  f or s kill e d offi c e w or k ers  is 
gr e at er  t h a n t h e s u p pl y.

If y o u  pl a n  t o e n t er _ b usi n ess, t his 
is t h e ti m e t o g et  y o ur  tr ai ni n g. A  
f e w m o nt hs  of i nt e nsi v e cl ass w or k  
h er e  will  h el p  y o u  t o q u alif y  f or t h e 
b et t e r  p ositi o ns.

Writ e  t o d a y f or o ur " B ull eti n of  
I nf or m ati o n. "

( C o n cl u d e d fr o m p a g e  2 5 0)

Fi n all y,  t h e a nt a g o ni s m  of  al c o -
h ol  t o m o r alit y  h a s  l o n g b e e n  r e c o g -
ni z e d. T h e  c h e mi st r y  of  al c o h oli s m  
e m p h a si z e s  t hi s i n c o m p at a bilit y a n d  
it s i n h e r e nt d a n g e r t o s o ci et y.  
A m o n g  t h e t h o u g ht p att e r n s  i n t h e 
b r ai n  w hi c h  a r e  bl ott e d  o ut  b y  t h e 
a cti o n of al c o h ol a r e t h o s e a s s o -
ci at e d wit h  a p p etit e s. N at u r e  h a s  
m a d e  t h e s e x i m p ul s e a m o n g t h e 
st r o n g e st of  t h e n at u r al  a p p etit e s.  
A s  t h e c o n c e nt r ati o n of  al c o h ol  i n-
c r e a s e s i n t h e n e r v o u s  s y st e m, t h e 
w all  of  i nt elli g e nt a n d  s pi rit u all y  st a -
bili z e d r e st r ai nt m u st  i n e vit a bl y 
c r u m bl e a n d di s a p p e a r. It i s n o  
l o n g e r a  m att e r  of  t r ai ni n g, of  p ri d e,  
o r of  r efi n e m e nt; it i s r e d u c e d t o 
si m pl e c h e mi st r y. W h e r e v e r  t h e 
u s e  of  al c o h ol  b e c o m e s  wi d e s p r e a d,  
l o o s e s e x u al r el ati o n s m u st  f oll o w 
wit h  all  t h e mi s e r y  of  s h att e r e d  li v e s, 
b r o k e n  h o m e s,  di s e a s e,  a n d  d e g r a d a -
ti o n. E v e n  wit h o ut  t h e r e c o r d s of  
s o ci al a g e n ci e s  t o t e stif y, t h e st at e -
m e nt  c o ul d h a r dl y  b e c o nt e st e d,  
si n c e o nl y  t w o f a ct s a r e  c o n c e r n e d,  
b ot h e st a bli s h e d e x p e ri m e nt all y:

L  D.  S.
B U SI N E S S  
C O L L E G E  

S A L T  L A K E  CI T Y,  U T A H

2 5 2

J A R E DI T E
( C o n cl u d e d fr o m p a g e  2 1 1)  

a n d  i n b a c k  of  t h e t u b e, j u st at  t h e 
t o p of  t h e s e c o n d d e c k,  t h e li vi n g 
q u a rt e r s  of  m a n  a n d  a ni m al s. T h e  
h ol d,  o r  b ott o m,  i s t h e pl a c e  w h e r e  
f o o d, w at e r,  a n d “ s e e d of e v e r y  
ki n d ” a r e  st o r e d. T h e s e  st o p h ol e s  
c a n e a sil y b e  o p e n e d  o r  cl o s e d a s  
n e e d e d.

T h e  p u r p o s e  of  t h e b ott o m  h ol e  
i s at  l e a st t w o-f ol d: Fi r st,  it a ct e d  
a s  a  st a bili z e r t o k e e p  t h e b a r g e  at  
a n e v e n k e el; s e c o n d, it c o ul d b e  
u s e d  t o g et  ri d of  r ef u s e. A s  a  t hi r d 
f u n cti o n, it m a y  al s o  h a v e  ai d e d  i n 
i n d u ci n g t h e ci r c ul ati o n  of  ai r  w h e n  
t h e b a r g e s  w e r e  “ t o s s e d u p o n  t h e 
w a v e s ’’ w h e r e b y  ai r  w o ul d  b e  s u c k e d  
i n a n d  f o r c e d o ut  a g ai n  t h r o u g h t h e 
t u b e.

W h e n  t h e b a r g e s  w e r e  r e a d y f o r 
d e b a r k ati o n,  all v a ri eti e s of  p r o vi -
si o n s w e r e  t a k e n i nt o t h e m. T h e y  
al s o  h a d  a  c a r g o  of  all  ki n d s  of  a ni -
m al s,  f o wl s, s e e d s, a n d t h e “ d e s -
e r et. ” T h e y  al s o  t o o k f r e s h w at e r.  
T h e  r e c o r d r e p o rt s t h at t h e y w e r e  
“ ti g ht li k e a  di s h. ’’ I n t h e c e nt e r  of  
t h e b a r g e s  w e r e  p r o vi d e d  s e v e r al  
v at s  f o r t h e st o r a g e of  w at e r,  w hi c h  
al s o  a ct e d  a s  b all a st,  f o r t h e b a r g e s  
h a d  t o k e e p  t h eir e q uili b ri u m.  W h e n  
a  v at  w a s  e m pti e d  f o r d ri n ki n g  p u r -
p o s e s,  it c o ul d b e  r efill e d wit h  s e a  
w at e r.  

fi r st, u n d e r  t h e i nfl u e n c e of  al c o h ol  
n at u r al  a p p etit e s  r e m ai n a cti v e;  s e c -
o n d, al c o h ol d e st r o y s  t h e a c q ui r e d  
p o w e r  of  r e st r ai nt.

T h e  st u d y of  t h e bi o c h e mi c al  a c -
ti o n of  al c o h ol  i n t h e n e r v o u s  s y s -
t e m, t h e n, s u p p o rt s t h e c o n cl u si o n s 
t h at:

1.  Al c o h ol  t e n d s t o eli mi n at e i n-
t ell e ct f r o m r e c r e ati o n i n a n  a m o u nt  
p r o p o rti o n al t o t h e al c o h ol c o n -
s u m e d.

2.  A  f r a cti o n of  t h e p o p ul ati o n  
c a n n ot  t ol e r at e al c o h ol  o r  c o nt r ol  it s 
u s e, b ut s o o n b e c o m e s s u bj e ct t o 
a d di cti o n a n d  d r u n k e n n e s s.

3.  N e r v o u s  st r ai n o r  s h o c k t e n d s 
t o u n b al a n c e  t h e n e r v o u s  s y st e m i n 
s u c h a  w a y  t h at a  m o d e r at e  u s e r  of  
al c o h ol m a y  e a sil y l o s e c o nt r ol of  
d ri n ki n g  a n d  b e c o m e  a n al c o h oli c.

4.  T h e  a c q uir e d  r e st r ai nt s w hi c h  
a r e  a  m a r k  of  r efi n e m e nt a n d  c ult u r e  
a r e  o blit e r at e d  b y  t h e a cti o n of  al -
c o h ol o n  t h e b r ai n,  l e a vi n g u n c o n-
t r oll e d a p p etit e t o t e a r d o w n t h e 
st a n d a r d s of m o r alit y  a n d t h u s 
t h r e at e n t h e v e r y f o u n d ati o n of  
C h ri sti a n  ci vili z ati o n.

B A R G E S
Aft e r  t h e y h a d  “ s et f o rt h i nt o t h e 

s e a ” f u ri o u s wi n d s  bl e w  t h e m t o-
w a r d  t h e “ l a n d of  p r o mi s e ” a n d  t h e y 
“ w e r e  m a n y  ti m e s b u ri e d i n t h e 
d e pt h s  of  t h e s e a a n d  w e r e  e n c o m -
p a s s e d  a b o ut  b y  m a n y  w at er s ” b ut  
w e r e  i m m e di at el y “ b r o u g ht f o rt h 
a g ai n u p o n  t h e t o p of  t h e w at e r ”  
t h r o u g h t h e c r y of  t h ei r f ait h a n d  
t h e “ li g ht n e s s” of  t h ei r c r aft.

It i s e a s y t o b eli e v e  t h at b o at s  
of  t hi s si z e w o ul d  b e  b u ri e d  m a n y  
ti m e s i n t h e s e a, f o r t h e y w e r e  s m all,  
p r o b a bl y  n ot  m o r e  t h a n a  h u n d r e d  
f e et l o n g, wit h  a c a r g o of  b et w e e n  
s e v e nt y  a n d  ni n et y  t o n s, n e g oti ati n g  
t h e P a cifi c  O c e a n  wit h  w a v e s,  at  
ti m e s, o v e r  fift y f e et hi g h.

T h eir  m o d e  of  t r a v el f r o m t h e 
s h o r e s of  A si a  w a s  i n b a r g e s  “ u p o n  
t h e w at e r s, ” a n d t h ei r m oti v at e d  
p o w e r  w a s  f u r ni s h e d b y “ f u ri o u s 
wi n d s. ” Q uit e  p r o b a bl y  t h ei r r o ut e  
w a s  i n t h e J a p a n C u r r e nt,  w hi c h  
t r a v el s f r o m e a st  t o w e st  at  a  r at e of  
b et w e e n  t w el v e a n d  t w e nt y- o n e mil e s  
p e r  d a y,  a n d  if t h e P a cifi c  i s a b o ut  
s e v e n t h o u s a n d mil e s  a c r o s s, t h e 
“ t h r e e h u n d r e d  a n d  f o rt y a n d f o u r 
d a y s ” t h at t h e y w e r e  u p o n  t h e w at e r  
w o ul d  b e p r ett y w ell  c o n s u m e d.  
T h e y  di s e m b a r k e d  n e a r  t h e l a n d 
c all e d D e s ol ati o n  b y  t h e N e p hit e s,  
“ it b ei n g[ t h e pl a c e of t h ei r fi r st 
l a n di n g.’




