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A gold ornament from Panama

—Illustrations from Museum of the American 
Indian, Hege Foundation. Neu/ York City

GOLDSMITHS OF

Golden statuette of Tízoc, great lord 
of the Aztecs

G
ol d and precious stones and 
jewels have from the dawn of 
civilization played a large part 

in the worship and adoration of the 
divine. The goldsmith's art is one 
of the oldest arts practised by man 
and was brought to a high degree of 
excellence at an early period. The 
writings of the prophets of the 
Holy Bible give many examples of 
the love that men had for gold and 
precious metals and jewels. A fa-
mous passage in the Book of Job 
proclaims this truth:

As for the earth, out of it cometh bread: 
and under it is turned up as it were fire.

The stones of it are the place of sap-
phires: and it hath dust of gold. (Job 28.- 
5-6.)

(Now Hiram the king of Tyre had fur-
nished Solomon . . . with gold. . . .)

And Hiram sent to the king sixscore 
talents of gold. (I Kings 9:11, 14.)

. . . And (the Queen of Sheba) came to 
Jerusalem with a very great train, with 
camels that bare spices, and very much 
gold, and precious stones. . . .

And she’ gave the king an hundred and 
twenty talents of gold, and spices very 
great store, -and precious stones. . . . And 
the navy also of Hiram, that brought gold 
from Ophir.’ (I Kings 10>2, 10-11.)

In the book of Genesis, we are 
told that when Abraham went into 
Mesopotamia to find a wife for 
Isaac, he gave to Rebekah “a golden 
earring of half a shekel weight, also 
two bracelets for her hands of ten 
shekels weight," and after the be-
trothal was made, presented her 
"jewels of silver and jewels of 
gold." Pharaoh wore a ring upon
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his hand which he took off and put 
upon Joseph’s hand, and he also put 
a gold chain about his neck. Gold— 
alluvial gold washed from the sands 
of rivers—was used from earliest 
times. Gold ornaments wrought 
3,000 years before the Christian era 
have been discovered in Egyptian 
tombs, and of most exquisite work-
manship. The sacred scarabaeus, or 
beetle, considered by the Egyptians 
the emblem of eternal regeneration, 
has been found in golden models. 
From Greece came noted goldsmiths 
of ancient days who, invited to 
Rome by the Emperor Cæsar 
Augustus, and others, were the fash-
ionable artificers of golden brooches, 
necklaces, bracelets, and earrings, as 
well as elaborate objects studded 
with precious stones. Quantities of 
wonderful jewels were accumulated 
by the Emperor Justinian and his 
successors in the Church of St. 
Sophia in Rome. The Emperor 
Charlemagne brought from Byzan-
tium noted jewelers and goldsmiths. 
His crown and sword are still pre-
served in the Impérial Treasure of 
Vienna. His crown was composed 
of eight plates of gold, four larger 
than the others, joined together by 
hinges. The large pieces are àtudded 
with different gems, while the small-
er are enameled with figures and in-

Gold mummy mask from Peru
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Gold breast ornaments, from Colombia, the largest measuring ten inches
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Ancient  times

scriptions. Britons and Anglo-Sax-
ons alike wore necklaces of beads, 
often made of gold and silver. 
Amethysts set in gold and hanging 
from a band have been found. The 
belts and girdles of the Anglo-
Saxons were ornamented very elab-
orately. Not only were the buckles 
by which they were fastened of the 
richest workmanship, but they were 
sometimes enriched with plates of 
gold beautifully cased and set with 
precious stones or jewels.

The word jewel is significant. It 
means a “thing of joy,’’ the diminu-
tive of the French word joie. It was 
applied to precious stones and pre-
cious metals because they have been 
used from the earliest stages of civ-
ilization to commemorate and signal-
ize human joy.

“In ancient days,” says Maurice 
Maeterlinck, “the search for gold 
was only a symbol concealing the 
search for the divine faculties in 
man.” Gold was the emblem of 
purity and formed a part of the 
offering of the Wise Men to the in-
fant Savior.

pETER Mar ty r  was the first chron-
icler of events of Spanish his-

tory in America. His book, De Orbe 
Novo, tells how the Spaniards 
through their “. . . insatiable desire 
for gold, oppressed these poor 

wretches with extreme labor and 
toil to find gold, although before 
the Spaniards came, the natives 
lived pleasantly and at liberty, given 
cmly to plays and pastimes, as danc-
ing, hunting, fishing. . . .”

Chaplain Juan Diaz mentions that 
in the first voyages along the coasts 
(Yucatan), “a mask of gold was 
obtained.” He says that one day 
the “cacique told an Indian that he 
should clothe the Captain (Crijal- 
va), and the Indian dressed him in 
a corselet and some armlets of gold, 
and on his head he placed a crown 
of gold, only that the crown was 
made of very thin gold leaves.”

Marshall H. Saville, in his Gold-
smiths’ Art in Ancient Mexico, 
gives the translation of a report of 
one of the soldiers under Cortez, F. 
Francisco de Aguilar. Sr. Aguilar 
“was a devout soldier and devout 
man.” He was wealthy and had the 
support of many Indians. He joined 
the order of Dominicans, and, when 
over eighty years of age, he wrote 
his famous account of the Indians 
and Cortez. The manuscript has 
only recently been found in one of 
the old libraries of Spain. It was 
apparently written about 1579. He 
with other soldiers found the ward-
robe and treasure of Montezuma 
and, after describing how they had 
discovered a secret chamber in one 
of the palaces of Montezuma, says:

When it was open Cortes and some of 
his captains went in first, and they saw 
such a number of jewels and slabs and 
plates of gold and other great riches, that 

(Concluded on page 208)

Gold ornaments, from Chiriqui, Panama

Gold Crown from Sigsig, Ecuador

Sheet gold ornament over ten inches long from Vasca, Peru
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( Co n cl u d e d  fr o m p a g e  2 0 7)  
t h e y w er e  q uit e c arri e d a w a y a n d di d  n ot  
k n o w  w h at  t o s a y a b o ut  s u c h w e alt h.  T h e  
n e ws  s o o n s pr e a d a m o n g all t h e ot h er  c a p -
t ai ns a n d s ol di ers, a n d v er y s e cr etl y w e  
w e nt  i n t o s e e it. W h e n  I s a w it, I m ar -
v el e d, a n d as at t h at ti m e I w as  a y o ut h  
a n d h a d n e v er s e e n s u c h ri c h es as t h os e 
i n m y  lif e b ef or e,  I t o o k it f or c ert ai n t h at 
t h er e c o ul d n ot  b e a n ot h er s u c h st or e of  
w e alt h  i n t h e w h ol e  w orl d.  It w as  d e ci d e d  
b y all o ur c a pt ai ns a n d s ol di ers t h at w e  
s h o ul d n ot  dr e a m  of  t o u c hi n g a p arti cl e  of  
it, b ut  t h at t h e st o n es s h o ul d I m m e di at el y 
b e  p ut  b a c k  i n t h e d o or w a y,  a n d it s h o ul d  
b e s e al e d u p a n d c e m e nt e d j ust as w e  
f o u n d it, a n d t h at it s h o ul d n ot  b e  s p o k e n 
a b o ut, l est it s h o ul d r e a c h M o nt e z u m a ’s 
e ars, u ntil  ti m es s h o ul d alt er. — ■

B er n al  Di a z  als o d es cri b es t h e 
s e cr et c h a m b er a n d  writ es:

W h e n  it w as  o p e n e d,  C ort es  a n d s o m e 
of  his c a pt ai ns w e nt  I n first a n d t h e y s a w 
s u c h a n u m b er of j e w els a n d sl a bs a n d  
pl at es  of  g ol d  . . . a n d ot h er  gr e at  ri c h es, 
t h at t h e y w er e  q uit e  c arri e d a w a y a n d di d  
n ot  k n o w  w h at  t o s a y of  s u c h w e alt h.

N o n e  of  t his l o ot is k n o w n  t o e x -
ist. M a n y  esti m at es  as t o t h e v al u e  
of  it h a v e  b e e n  m a d e.  Pr es c ott,  i n 
his  C o n q u est  of  M e xi c o,  m a k es  t h e 
a m o u nt i n pr es e nt- d a y  m o n e y  $ 6,- 
3 0 0, 0 0 0.

I n a  r e p ort of  t h e j e w els, s hi el ds, 
a n d cl ot hi n g s e nt t o t h e E m p er or  
C h arl es  t h e Fift h  b y C ort e z  a n d  
t h e T o w n  C o u n cil  of  V er a  Cr u z,  
w e  fi n d r ef er e n c e m a d e  t o t w o b o o ks  
t h at t h e I n di a ns h a d  m a d e.  T h e  
s e nt e n c e r e a ds:

M or e o v er  t w o b o o ks  of  t h os e w hi c h  t h e 
I n di a ns h a v e  h er e.

It is n ot c ert ai n j ust w h at  w as  
m e a nt  b y  t his st at e m e nt.

O a x a c a  is a v all e y i n s o ut h er n 
M e xi c o,  w h er e  m a n y  t o w ns e xist e d  
i n a n ci e nt d a ys. Fr o m  t his r e gi o n 
w er e  s e nt t o . M o nt e z u m a  t w e nt y 
l ar g e g ol d  pl a q u es  t h e si z e of  a v er -
a g e pl at es  a n d t h e t hi c k n ess of  t h e 
t h u m b. T h e  M e xi c a n  n ati v es  w er e  
a bl e t o w or k  t h e m et al  i nt o v er y  
t hi n g ol d l e af. S a h a g u n, i n his  
s c h ol arl y w or k  o n  t h e “ T hi n gs  of  
N e w  S p ai n, ” s a ys t h at t h e y w or k e d  
g ol d  wit h  t h e h a m m er,  p o u n di n g  it 
t o m a k e  it t hi n li k e p a p er.

P a dr e G a y  m e nti o ns  t h at t h e 
Mi xt e c a n  I n di a ns “ . . . s ol d t o s o m e 
E ur o p e a n  a nti q u ari a ns, v er y t hi n 
pl at es of g ol d, e vi d e ntl y w or k e d  
wit h  t h e h a m m er, w hi c h  t h eir a n -
c est ors w er e  a b o ut  t o pr es er v e,  o n  
w hi c h  w er e  e n gr a v e d  a n ci e nt  hi er o -
gl y p hs. " I n t h e w or k  writt e n  b y  
2 0 8

G O L D S MI T H S  O F  A N CI E N T  TI M E S
C arl  L u m h olt z,  e ntitl e d U n k n o w n  
M e xi c o,  V ol.  II, p.  2 9 5,  is a  d es cri p -
ti o n of  t h e fi n di n g of  t w o s k el et o ns; 
o n t h e br e ast  of  o n e  of  t h e d e a d  
w as  a  l ar g e pl at e  of  s oli d h a m m er e d  
g ol d w hi c h  h a d b e e n us e d as a n  
or n a m e nt.

y ^l T H  t h e dis c o v er y  of  A m eri c a,
S p a nis h  a n d It ali a n n o bl e m e n  

l e d e x p e diti o ns t o t h e I n di es, M e x -
i c o, a n d S o ut h  A m eri c a.  T hr o u g h  
t h e s e ar c h i n a n ci e nt  b uri al  gr o u n ds,  
e n or m o us q u a ntiti es  of  g ol d, f as h-
i o n e d i n a m ultit u d e  of  f or ms, h a v e  
b e e n dis c o v er e d. T h e c o u ntri es  
w h er e  g ol d is m ost  a b u n d a nt i n 
gr a v es,  ar e  C ol o m bi a,  E c u a d or,  a n d  
P er u; a n d t h e a n ci e nt p e o pl es of  
E c u a d or  w er e  a m o n g t h e m ost  
pr ofi ci e nt  w or k ers  of  g ol d  i n S o ut h  
A m eri c a.  T h e  G er m a n  ar c h e ol o gist,  
Dr.  M a x  U hl e,  is q u ot e d i n a  
br o c h ur e p u blis h e d b y t h e H e y e  
F o u n d ati o n  of  N e w  Y or k  Cit y  as  
fi n di n g a n i m m e ns e a m o u nt of  g ol d  
i n t h e pr o vi n c e  a n d  t o w n of  Si gsi g. 
O n e  t o m b al o n e c o nt ai n e d f ort y- 
f o ur p o u n ds  of g ol d a n d a n ot h er  
o v er  t w o h u n dr e d  p o u n ds.  Dr.  U hl e  
d es cri b es a d e e p  s h aft i n w hi c h  a  
s k el et o n w as  f o u n d c o v er e d wit h  
g ol d a n d sil v er pl at es, alt er n ati n g  
r e g ul arl y, as if t h e y h a d  b e e n  af -
fi x e d t o a cl o a k t hr o w n o v er  t h e 
b o d y. “ T his  cl o a k m a y  h a v e  h a d  a  
fri n g e f or m e d of  s m all t u b es of  g ol d. 
T h e  ar ms w er e  dis c o v er e d wit h  
br a c el ets  a n d  t h e h e a d  wit h  a  cr o w n  
all of p ur e g ol d. C h o nt a- w o o d  
sti c ks w er e  f o u n d c o v er e d wit h  
l a m ell a e (l e a v es) of g ol d. ” W e  
r e a d f urt h er t h at g ol d l e af of  t h e 
fi n est q u alit y  a n d as t hi n as p a p er  
h as  b e e n  f o u n d i n gr e at  q u a ntiti es.  
O n  s o m e of  t h e l a m ell a e ar e c ar e -
f ull y c ar v e d hi er o gl y p hi cs. G ol d  
pl at es,  h el d  t o g et h er b y  s m all g ol d  
n ails,  ar e s h o w n i n t h e M us e u m  at  
Q uit o.  G ol d  b a n gl es att a c h e d t o 
cr o w ns w or n  b y a n ci e nt “ ki n gs ”  
w er e  f ast e n e d wit h  g ol d  wir es.  T h e  
arti cl e writt e n  b y  M ars h all  S a vill e

T H E  M O R NI N G  S T A R

B y  A dri e n n e  L.  D e Witt

' T’h e  Gr e at  D esi g n er  pl a c e d a fl a wl ess 
g e m

U p o n  t h e tr aili n g, v el v et  h e m  of  Ni g ht.  
H e  pi n n e d t his p erf e ct, s p ar kli n g di a d e m  
U p o n  h er  dr a p eri es  t o gi v e  d eli g ht  
T o  c o u ntl ess milli o ns  of t h e h u m a n r a c e 
W h o  g a z e  u p o n  t his h ar bi n g er  of  li g ht 
T h at  l o v el y Ni g ht  s o gr a c ef ull y  dis pl a ys.  

fr o m w hi c h  w e  h a v e  o bt ai n e d o ur  
i nf or m ati o n c o n c er ni n g t h e g ol d  
pl at es,  cr o w ns, a n d  ri n gs of  a n ci e nt  
E c u a d or  a n d P er u,  s a ys:

W e  m a y  s a y t h at t h e pi ct ur e  pr es e nt e d  
b y t h e o c c urr e n c e of v ast q u a ntiti es of  
g ol d  artif a cts i n t h e v ari o us  c ult ur e ar e as  
of S o ut h  A m eri c a  . . . s h o ws a glitt eri n g  
m a g nifi c e n c e  i n c o n n e cti o n wit h  t h e c er e -
m o ni al  a n d ci vi c lif e of  t h e p e o pl e  w hi c h  
p er h a ps  w er e  n ot  e x c ell e d e v e n i n a n ci e nt  
E g y pt  or  Etr uri a.  I n t h e n ati v e  ar c hit e c -
t ur e t h er e is e vi d e n c e t h at pr e ci o us m et als  
w er e  us e d  t o s h e at h t h e r o o ms of  i m p or-
t a nt b uil di n gs.

g E A U Ti F U L g ol d pl at es w er e  c ol -
l e ct e d b y  t h e m us e u ms  of E u -

r o p e b ef or e W orl d  W ar  I. T h e  
writ er  s a w i n t h e R o y al  M us e u m  of  
B erli n,  s o m e y e ars  a g o, a  .l ar g e a n d  
b e a utif ul  ass ort m e nt of  g ol d  pl at es,  
s o m e of t h e m cir c ul ar a n d ot h ers  
r e ct a n g ul ar or  s q u ar e. S o m e  w er e  
as  t hi n as  a n  or di n ar y  s h e et of  p a p er  
a n d s h o w e d c ar ef ul w or k m a ns hi p.  
T h er e  w as  n o  writi n g  o n  t h e m, b ut  
t h e y w er e  f o u n d i n t h e ol d  t e m pl es 
of  t h e M a y as  a n d w er e  m a d e  a g es  
a g o.

Of  r e c e nt d at e, t h e writ er  w as  
s h o w n t h e c oll e cti o n of  g ol d  pl at es  
n o w  i n t h e c oll e cti o n  of  t h e M us e u m  
of t h e A m eri c a n  I n di a n i n N e w  
Y or k  Cit y.  T h e  pl at es  w er e  a b o ut  
t w el v e i n c h es l o n g b y t e n i n c h es 
wi d e  a n d  as  t hi n as  or di n ar y  p a p er.  
T h e y  w er e  of  b e a utif ul  w or k m a n -
s hi p, a n d q u oti n g  t h e w or ds  of  t h e 
ol d  hist ori a n,  L as  C as as,  w h e n  h e  
h a d s e e n t h e t h o us a n ds of g ol d  
f a bri cs i n M e xi c o,  t h at t h e w or k -
m a ns hi p  “ . . . a p p e ar e d  li k e a  dr e a m,  
a n d  n ot  as  if m a d e  b y  m a n ’s h a n ds. ”

Fr o m  t h e writi n gs  of t h e A b b e  
Fr a n cis c o Cl a vij er o,  A nt o ni o  D e 
S olis,  G ar cil ass o  d e l a V e g a  a n d  
ot h er  n ot e d S p a nis h  hist ori a ns of 
t h e d a ys  of  t h e S p a nis h  C o n q u est  of 
A m eri c a,  w e  l e ar n t h at g ol d  pl at es  
w er e  m a d e  i n all t h e a g es of t h e 
hist or y of t h e p e o pl es of a n ci e nt  
A m eri c a.

T h e  a n ci e nt r e c or ds of  t h e f or-
b e ars  of  t h e A m eri c a n  I n di a ns, writ -
t e n o n  g ol d  pl at es  w hi c h  w er e  gi v e n  
t o t h e Pr o p h et  J os e p h S mit h  b y  t h e 
A n g el  M or o ni,  m ust  h a v e  b e e n  v er y  
b e a utif ul. Aft er  t h eir tr a nsl ati o n b y  
t h e Pr o p h et,  u n d er  t h e titl e of  t h e 
B o o k  of M or m o n,  t h e pl at es w er e  
gi v e n  b a c k  t o M or o ni;  a n d  t o d a y t h e 
b o o k  is o n e  of  t h e m ost  wi d el y  r e a d 
s a cr e d b o o ks  t h at w e  h a v e.
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