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THE GLORY OF ANCIENT MEXICO.

place where they stood, and we
reached the top by clinging to the
branches; when they were cleared
away, it was cxtremely dificult to

ascend and descend. ’

“Above the cornice of the building
rises a gigantic perpendicular wall to
the height of thirty feet, once orna-
mented from top to bottom, and from
one side to the other, with colossal
figures and other designs in stucco,
now broken and in fragments, but still
presenting a curious and extraordi-
nary appearance, such as the art of
no other people ever produced. Along
the top, standing out on the wall, was
a row of death's heads; underneath
were two lines of human figures in
alto relievo (of which scattered arms
and legs alone remain), the grouping
of which, so far as it could be made
out, showed considerable proficiency
in that most difficult department of
the art of design. Over the centre
doorway, constituting the principal
ornament of the wall. was a colossal
figure seated, of which only a large
tippet and girdle, and some other de-

Jtached portions, have been preseryed.
Conspicuous over the head of this
principal figure is a4 large ball, with
a human figure standing up beside it,
touching it with his hands, and an-
cther below it with one knee on the
ground, and one hand thrown up as if
in the effort to support the ball, or in
the apprchension of its falling upon
him. In all our labours in that coun-
try we never studied so diligently to
make out from the fragments the com-
binations and significance of these hg-
ures and ornaments. With
the full blaze of a vertical sun upon it,
the white stone glared with an intens-
ity dazzling and painful to the eyes,
and almost realizing the account by
Bernal Diaz in the expedition to Mex-
ico. of the arrival of the Spaniards at
Cempoala: 'Our advanced guard hav-
ing gone to the great square. the
buildings of which had been lately
whitewashed and plastered. in which
art these people are very expert, one
of our horsemen was so struck with
the splendour of their appearance in
the sun, that he came back at full
speed to Cortez, to tell him that the
walls of the houses were of silver’
) Tts doom is sealed. Human
power cannot save it: but in its riins
it gave a grand idea of the scenes of
barbaric magnificence which this

. country must have presented when all
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her cities were entire. The ligures
and ornaments on this wall were
painted: the remains of bright colours
are still visible, defying the action of
the elements. If a soditary traveler
from the Old World could by some
strange accident have visited this
aboriginal city when it was yet per-
fect, his account would have scemed
more fanciful than any in Eastern
story, and been considered a subject
for the Arabian Nights™ Intertain-
ments.”

The Mayas carried on a well or-
ganized system of agriculture. Ir-
rigation was perfected by the build-
ing of canals, reservoirs, and ce-
mented ditches. Corn and other
grains were raised and store:l in
large communal granaries, and ail
the centers were more or less com-
munistic, that is the people coop-
erated in the work, and mutually
agreed to support and sustain one
another. From the traditions, the
women were very chaste and mod-
est and had a high sense of relig-
ious feeling. They hard their
dances and theatres, and rare musi-
cal mstruments, used in the relig-
iolts ceremonies.

As far as can be told at present,
the Mavas were polytheists. They
had a number of gods just as the
Greeks and Romans had in the days
when those nations flourished. At
the head of the Maya religion
stood the god Itzamna, the father
of all the gods and the creator of
mankind. “He was the personifi-
cation of the East, the rising sun,
and was the father of light. knowl-
edge, and life.”” Under Itzamna
were a number of gods, all having
their work to do in life. There
were the God of War, the Gorl of
Death, God of the Harvest Fields.
the Goddess of Child-birth, as well
as many others. The Mayas be-
lieved in the immortality of ths
soul. and as a man lived in this
world so would he be rewar’ed in



550

the next. In their worship. they
had an endless succession of rites
and ceremonies, and the first step
in all the ceremonies was to get rid
of evil thinking and words. Such
an elaborate svstem of worship
naturally required a well organ-
ized priesthocd. at the head of
which was the High Priest. who
had associated with him men of
priestlv powers, all having their as-
csicned work. The priesthood in-
clude! awithin its ranks women as
well as men. The priests taught
sc'ence, healed the people, offered
sacrifices, and gave blessings of the
oods to the petitioners. “Religion
was the very fountain-head of their
civilization, and on its rites and ob-
servances. they lavished a devotion
rarcly equalled in the annals of
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man.
was due the conception and evolu-
tion of the hieroglyphic writing and

_calendar of the Maya culture. Ta

its need for sanctuary may be at-
tributed the origin of Mayan cul-
ture; to its desire for expression,
the rise of Mavan sculpture.”

At the present time, archacolo-
oists are making a study of all the
southern civilizations of ancient
davs and are obtaining a large
amount of information as to what
tvpes of people inhabited Mexico,
Yucatan, and Central America.
Eveything indicates that by careful,
scientific study, we will learn tha
at one time, great peoples with
creat ideals of life preceder] on the
American continent the present
Red Men.
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