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ANCIENT AMERICA.

“Of 21l the extensive empires which
acknowledged the authority of Spain
m the New World, no portion for
interest and importance can be com-
pared with Mexico; * * * the
character of its ancient inhabitauts,
not only surpassing in intelligence that
uf the other North American races.
but reminding us by their monuments,
of the primitive civilization of Egypt
and Hindostan.”

In the United States we have the
Cliff Dwellings in Colorado, Utah,
New Mexico, and Arizona. Many
hundreds of these dwellings are
picturesquely located and were at-
tractive sites for human settle-

ments. Of the Mesa Verde Cliff
D.ellings, Mr. Eugene Parsons
says:

“The southwest has ypre-historic

monuments as remarkable as those of
Babylon and Iigypt. Southwestern
{"olorado has architectural wonders
in the ruins of the Mesa Verde such
as cannot be matched elsewhere in
the United States.™

The Clifft Dwellings of Utah are
a mecca for the archaeologist. Some
of them, superb in their mountain
fastnesses, leave an indelible im-
pression on the mind. The San
Juan district was once a centre of
government and culture. The peo-
ples inhabiting this part had homes
and knew a well developed home
life. The children played their
games, and the parents, after pro-
viding for the meals by hunting,
and tilling the soil, directed their
thoughts to the Supreme Being.
They used the wooden plow and
raised corn, pumpkins, squash, and
beans. The women used distaff
and spindle, and the men filled
large reservoirs for irrigating pur-
poses. Water was carried in beau-
tiful jars. The dwellings stand
out here and there, clear and sharp
against the sky, and one feels one-
self transported to another age and
living the life of another people.
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The land of the Cliff Dwellings is
like an old theatre. The scenery
and settings are still present, but
the men and women who enacted
the drama of life have gone and
left the stage setting behind.

Since the days of Columbus, and
more particularly in the nineteenth
century, archzologists have resur-
rected the ancient life of America
to a very great extent. Scientific
archzology which 1s slowly and
patiently constructing the history
of pre-historic America, enabling
us to see the types of men, their
industries and ideals of life, their
governments and family life, is spe-
cifically a growth of our own day.
The temples of Yucatan and Cen-
tral America, as well as those of the
[nca in Peru, bear evidence of the
greatness of the people who built
them. It was the Spanish conquer-
ors who first wrote about them, and
in the beginning of the nineteenth
century, Lord Kingsborough
brought to bear on the subject a
rich fund of knowledge, and since
his day, scientific research and co-
ordination have reevaled to us the
wonders of ancient America.

In writing about this subject, we
wish for convenience to divide it
into four parts: First, the Incas of
Peru; second, the Aztecs of Mex-
ico, with the Maya of Yucatan; the
Cliff Dwellings within the present
confines of the United States; and
fourth, the Mound Builders.

The Incas developed a distinct
culture without any influence from
the outside. The territory occupied
by these people comprises what is
now Peru and Bolivia in South
America. When they were dis-
covered by Pizarro in 1532, they
formed a mighty empire, composed
of several nations, all of which had
heen hrought under one central
government, and having one lan-
guage. They built cities and homes
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on the other. Even the religion
was autocratic and encouraged
class distinction. Cuzco was the
center of a great confederacy,
and in this city was gathered all
the chief officials of the king, to-
gether with his great council. One
very eminent author (J. J. von
Tschudi, in his ((Reisen Durch
Sudamerika”) holds that the em-
pire of Peru is the most absolute
theocracy the world has ever had.
The Inca was the representative
of the Great Deity upon the earth,
and the organization of his govern-
ment made it a ‘“colossal bureau-

ramifying into the very
homes of the people. The empire
was divided into provinces, and
over cach was a governor of the
royal house. Like the ancient Spar
tans, all males belonged to the
State, and were drilled as soldiers,
and directed by the State in their
vocations.

These ancient people believed in
a Deity who worked miracles. lHe
was the Creator of all things—the
Sun, Moon, and Stars, and lastly
—Man. Man was made of the clay
of the earth, and the Great Miracle-
God breathed on him, and he lived.

eracy,”






ANCIENT AMERICA.

which are indicative of developed
wsthetic tastes and ideals. It be-
trays no foreign influence, and is
strictly characteristic of the people.
It was all hand-made, and the color
of the vessels was determined in
part by the actual color of the clay
utilized. Some specimens are red,
others black, while many are a
gray-black.

Like the Indians of today, the
Incas handed down their annals
from father to son. The descend-
ants of the sovereign formed a so-
ciety or Ayllu, whose duty it was to
hand down the history to the chil-
dren in the form of narratives and
hymns. Pictures were also used.
These were done in color, some-
thing as the Sioux preserved their
annals in pictures upon tanned
buffalo skins. The Pawnee In-
dians have a drama, called the
Hako* This drama depicts the en-
tire religious and social ideals of
the tribe, and is played annually
near the banks of the upper Mis-
souri. So the Incas had their plays,
many of which have been preserved
in their traditions. Some of them
were as beautiful as the old Greek
tragedy of *"Antigone,’ written by
Sophocles, others were as profound
in thought as the “Prometheus
Bound” of Aschylus. The Inca
plays were given before the family
hearth, as well as in the public tem-
ples. A complete play has come
down to us in the drama of Ollan-
tay, first reduced to writing and
staged in 1781 by Dr. Don Antonio
Valdez, a scholar and priest of one
of the South American provinces.
Valdez's manuscript was copied and
finally translated into English,
A late interpretation in Spanish
was published in Buenos Ayres, in
1907. Very briefly, the story of
the play is this. The scene is laid

*Sece “Young Woman's Journal,”
Vol. 23, p. 13.
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in Cuzco. Apu Ollantay, a young
soldier, is in love with Cusi Coyllur
Nusta, the daughter of the reigning
Inca. His gallantry, however, is
recognized, and he holds a promi-
nent place at court. The lovers are
secretly married, and then it is that
Ollantay prefers his suit to the
monarch, but is rejected with scorn.
Ollantay declares himself the en-
emy of DPachacuti, the Emperor,
and is pursued into the mountains
by the imperial army. Ollantay
gives battle to the Inca forces, and
is proclaimed Inca by a large fol-
lowing. Meanwhile, Cusi Coyllur
disappears and becomes the mother
of a baby girl, who is named Yma
Sumac. The father imprisons his
daughter to punish her for her
treachery. A son of Pachacuti suc-
ceeds to the throne, and his army
captures Ollantay, and others of his
followers, who are immediately con-
demned to be cxecuted. However,
they are all pardoned, Ollantay is
made one of the chief officers in
the Inca army, his wife is released
from prison, and the father, mother,
and daughter take up their abode
in the Imperial palace, and all ends
happily. There are some very
pretty poetic touches in the play..
Ollantay, at one time hiding in the
mountains, sings to his loved Coyl-
lur Nusta:

“In a moment, | lost my beloved,

She was gone, and [ never knew
where;
I sought her in fields and in woods,
Asking all if they had seen the
Coyllur.

“Her face was so lovely and fair,
They called her the beautiful Star.

No one else can be taken for her,
With her beauty no girl can com-

pare.
“Both the sun and the moon seem to
shine, :
Resplendent they shine from a
height,

Their rays to her beauty resign
Their brilliant light with delight.”*

*From Markham’s “Incas of Peru.”





