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STATUE OF MORONI 
AT HILL CUMORAH

F
if teen  hundred years ago, on 
this continent, a man by the 
name of Moroni, a recorder of 

history and a custodian of ancient 
and sacred records, bade good-bye 
to this world with these words:

And now I bid unto all, farewell. I soon 
go to rest in the paradise of God, until my 
spirit and body shall again reunite, and I 
am brought forth triumphant through the 
air, to meet you before the pleasing bar 
of the great Jehovah, the Eternal Judge of 
both quick and dead. (Moroni 10:34.)

Moroni’s words were strangely 
prophetic.

Just before the turn of the twen-
tieth century, a statue, symbolic of 
the quality of Moroni’s life and 
work, was brought forth, trium-
phant—in the air. It stands on the 
top of a temple spire, overlooking a 
beautiful modern city, whose foun-
dations were laid from the power 
of his message. It stands as a 
guardian in the clouds at times, 
overlooking the buildings of the 
Church archives. And he who was 
the last great prophet to guard and 
write upon the records of his own
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race appears to guard and protect 
the records of other races; all of 
these records weaving the story of 
the house of Israel, of one kingdom, 
of one God.

The statue of Moroni stands on 
holy ground, where buildings have 
been erected and dedicated to the 
performance of a divine work. It 
is fitting that it should stand there, 
a symbol, trumpeting to all the 
world that the gospel spoken of 
through the ages, promised to the 
prophets by the Father, has been at 
last ushered in.

He stands as a missionary, repre-
senting the gospel he wrote about 
and preached. Many people stop 
below him, look up inquiringly at 
the radiant dignity of his bearing. 
They are people from all walks of 
life, from many lands, from across 
the seas. Though they appear to 
rush hurriedly onward, they will 
have caught in some small measure 
the message of Moroni.

This message may come to them 
from the tones of a great organ, 
from the arrested flight of a sea 
gull, from the push and pull of a 
handcart, or from the stately pat-
tern of flowers—the heart of a sin-
gle flower perhaps—each having 
an existence through the restora-
tion of the gospel.

Who is Moroni?
He wrote only a small portion of 

the Book of Mormon, ten short 
chapters. And then his father, Mor-
mon, supplied the words for most 
of them, as a father’s counsel to his 
son, beautiful and wise. But when 
the books are opened and all things 
are made known, Moroni will stand 
forth as one of the great men of the 
earth, his own words, brave and 
poignant, bearing out his spiritual 
strength: “And I, Moroni, will not 
deny the Christ. ...” (Moroni 
1:3.)

Moroni’s life is so linked with 
the work of the Church of Jesus 

Christ of Latter-day Saints that 
he seems a part of the Church, 
as alive as his message, an integral 
part of its doctrine.

Across the nation in Palmyra, 
New York, a bronze statue stands, 
high up, of this same Moroni. It 
stands on the very hill he knew so 
well—the hill that has been privi-
leged, like the temple site, to become 
holy ground. In his hand is 
clasped the precious book he helped 
to bring forth—the Book of Mor-
mon. As though attesting to all 
the world the authenticity of this 
book, his right hand is raised up-
ward unto the heavens.

President Heber J. Grant, in a 
dedicatory prayer at this same Hill 
Cumorah when the statue was un-
veiled, said:

We thank thee, oh, Father that thou 
didst allow thy devoted and faithful 
prophet, Moroni, to visit the boy Joseph 
Smith: that thou didst allow him for four 
long years to meet the Prophet on this 
hill and instruct him regarding the princi-
ples of the gospel, and fit and prepare him 
to stand at the head of thy Church, again 
established upon the earth, the Church of 
thy Son, Jesus Christ.1

(Concluded on page 810)
^Dedicatory Prayer, President Heber J. Grant, Hill 

Cumorah, July 21, 1935.
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{ C o n cl u d e d  fr o m p a g e  7 8 9)  
t o g et h er, e v e n t h e y o u n g est  Mill ar  
c o ul d s e e t h at it w as  i m p ossi bl e t o 
b u y  t h e C hrist m as  pr es e nts  a n d t h e 
n e w c ar, t o o. As  t h e p ar e nts  
s cr at c h e d b usil y  wit h  t h eir p e n cils,  
t h e littl e o n es w his p er e d  t o g et h er 
a n d c a m e u p wit h  t h e pr o p ositi o n  
t h at all  t h eir C hrist m as  lists b e  wit h -
dr a w n. D a d d y  n e e d e d  a n e w  c ar,  
t h e y r e as o n e d, b ut  t h e y di d n ’t n e e d  
t h e t o ys t h e y w a nt e d.

T h e  f a mil y b e g a n t o c o nsi d er  
t his m ost  g e n er o us off er, a n d t h e 
c oll e g e  m e m b ers  w e nt  i nt o a  h u d dl e.  
T h eir  pl a n  w as  t o b e  e xtr a c ar ef ul  
of t h e m o n e y  all ott e d t o t h e m f or 
s c h o ol a n d t o pi c k  u p  a littl e e xtr a  
w or k  s o t h at t h e y c o ul d pl a y  S a nt a  
t o t h e y o u n g er  m e m b ers  of  t h e f a m-
il y.

T h e  fi n al pl a n  w as  a bit  of  h e art -
w ar mi n g  d e m o cr a c y. D a d  dr o v e  
t h e n e w  c ar  i n fr o nt of  t h e wi n d o w  
o n C hrist m as  m or ni n g  s o t h at t h e 
f a mil y c o ul d l o o k at t h eir pr es e nt.  
I n t h e aft er n o o n, t h e y all w e nt  f or 
a pl e as a nt  ri d e. T h e  c oll e g e  m e m -
b ers w er e  as g o o d as t h eir w or d  
a n d  pl a y e d  S a nt a  w hil e  t h e y o u n g er  
m e m b ers  h a d t h e j o y of k n o wi n g  
t h eir p art of t h e pl a n h a d b e e n  
c utti n g t h eir lists t o o nl y  a f e w i n-
e x p e nsi v e gifts.

I n o ur  o w n  h o m e, f a mil y ni g hts  
ar e di vi d e d i nt o s e cti o ns, o n e f or 
e a c h m e m b er  of t h e f a mil y ol d  
e n o u g h  t o p arti ci p at e.  At  t h e pr es e nt
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ti m e, o ur ni g hts ar e cl assifi e d as:  
s pirit u al c ult ur al, a n d r e cr e ati o n al. 
T h es e  s e cti o ns ar e r ot at e d r e g ul ar-
l y i n or d er t o d e v el o p t h e e ntir e  
f a mil y i n e a c h fi el d.

O ur  c ult ur al a cti vit y pr o v e d s o 
i nt er esti n g l ast wi nt er  a n d s u m m er 
t h at w e  h a d  t o i n cr e as e t h e all ott e d  
ti m e i nt o w h ol e  d a ys  t o fi nis h w h at  
w e  h a d  st art e d. Fr e d  br o u g ht  h o m e  
a  b o o k  e ntitl e d  R u n n er  f or t h e Ki n g,  
b y  R o w e n a  B e n n ett.  H e  r e vi e w e d 
it as his c o ntri b uti o n f or c ult ur e.  
His  sist er f oll o w e d t h e n e xt  w e e k  
wit h  a b o o k s h o wi n g pi ct ur es of  
t h e r ui ns l eft b y  t h e A zt e c  I n di a ns 
a b o ut w h o m  R u n n er  f or t h e Ki n g  
w as  writt e n.  H er e  w as  a n o p p or -
t u nit y t o d o v et ail t h e i nt er est of  
o ur c hil dr e n wit h  o ur r eli gi o us 
t e a c hi n gs. Usi n g  t his b o o k  as a n  
e x a m pl e, w e  w er e  a bl e t o pr o v e  
t h at J os e p h S mit h  c o ul d  n ot  p ossi bl y  
h a v e  h a d  a n y  i nf or m ati o n r e g ar di n g 
t h e r ui ns of  S o ut h  A m eri c a  b e c a us e  
t h er e w as  n o s u c h m at eri al  i n t his 
c o u ntr y at t h at ti m e. T h er e  w er e  
o nl y t w o h a n d writt e n  b o o ks u p o n  
t h e s u bj e ct i n t h e w orl d,  a n d b ot h  
of  t h e m w er e  i n E ur o p e  w h er e  a n -
ot h er  y o u n g  A m eri c a n  w as  r e a di n g 
t h e m. At  t h e ti m e J os e p h S mit h  w as  
gi vi n g  t h e B o o k  of  M or m o n  t o t h e 
w orl d,  t h e y o u n g  A m eri c a n  h a d  r e-
t ur n e d t o t his c o u ntr y pri or  t o g o -
i n g t o S o ut h  A m eri c a  as  o n e  of  o ur  
di pl o m ats.  W hil e  t h er e, h e  s k et c h e d  
t h e r ui ns h e  f o u n d a n d r et ur n e d t o 
writ e  a b o ut t h e m. His  w or k  w as  

n ot p u blis h e d u ntil y e ars aft er  
J os e p h S mit h  w as  d e a d.

T h e  c hil dr e n ’s i nt er est i n t h e I n-
di a ns  w as  w h ett e d  a n d r es ult e d i n 
e x pl ori n g o n  m a n y  S at ur d a y  aft er -
n o o ns  t h e I n di a n r eli cs t o b e  f o u n d 
i n t his p art  of  t h e c o u ntr y. W e  
st u di e d a n d  s e ar c h e d a n d  h a v e  c o m e  
t o s e e fr o m t h e mist a k es  of o ur  
pr e d e c ess ors t h at mis u n d erst a n d -
i n gs b et w e e n  r a c es a n d  p e o pl es  o nl y  
c a us e h ar ds hi ps, bitt er n ess, a n d  
d estr u cti o n.

Y o u n g  p e o pl e  ar e  pr o u d  a n d fi n e 
a n d i nt elli g e nt. F a mil y  ni g hts e n -
a bl e f a mili es t o dis c uss  t o u c h y m at -
t ers i n a n i m p ers o n al m a n n er.  A  
y o u n gst er d o es n ot m e a n  t o d o  
wr o n g,  a n d al m ost al w a ys h e c a n  
b e  m a d e  t o s e e h e  is " off t h e b e a m "  
m or e  q ui c kl y  if t h e s u bj e ct is tr e at e d 
as if it w er e  s o m e ot h er r a c e or  
p ers o n or cir c u mst a n c e. Mi n ds  
r e m ai n o p e n  a n d c a n m or e  r e a dil y 
s e e wr o n g  w h e n  l o o ki n g i m p ers o n al-
l y at  ot h ers. A  c hil d  w h o  s e es t h e 
err or  of  his  w a ys  a n d  c orr e cts  t h e m 
i n t his m a n n er  h as a c hi e v e d t h e 
g o al  wit h o ut  r es e nt m e nt, r e b elli o n, 
or  a n y e x c h a n g e of  h at ef ul  w or ds.

T o d a y,  w h e n  j u v e nil e a ut h oriti es,  
e d u c at ors,  j u d g es, a n d  ps y c h ol o gists  
ar e cr yi n g f or p ar e nts t o ass u m e  
t h eir o bli g ati o ns t o t h eir c hil dr e n  
a n d s o ci et y, it b e h o o v es  e v er y L atr  
t er- d a y S ai nt  t o p a us e  a n d  c o nsi d er  
w ell  t h e pl a n s e nt t hr o u g h o ur  
s pirit u al l e a d ers t o s a v e us  a n d o ur  
c hil dr e n fr o m d estr u cti o n.

I A M  B R O U G H T  F O R T H T O  M E E T  Y O U
{ C o n cl u d e d fr o m p a g e  7 8 1)

A n  e y e wit n ess t o t h e u n v eili n g  
c er e m o ni es o n t his o c c asi o n w as  
C arl  C ar m er,  t h e a ut h or of  List e n  
f or a  L o n es o m e  Dr u m.  I n a  c h a pt er  
e ntitl e d " T h e M a gi c  Hill, "  h e  gi v es  
a n i m pr essi v e a c c o u nt of w h at  h e  
s a w. H e  p er h a ps di d n ot  u n d er -
st a n d t h e si g nifi c a n c e of all t h e 
c er e m o n y, b ut  h e  b e h el d  s o m et hi n g  
gr e at  i n w h at  w as  b ei n g  d o n e,  a n d  
h e wr ot e  h o n estl y a b o ut it as  
f oll o ws:

As  I s at d o w n  i n t h e tr e m e n d o us o ut d o or  
a u dit ori u m, f o ur w hit e- cl a d  fi g ur es a p -
p e ar e d  at t h e f o ot of  t h e t o w eri n g c a n v as  
f ar a b o v e us. T h e y  r ais e d l o n g gl e a mi n g  
tr u m p ets a n d st o o d sil e nt f or a m o m e nt  i n 
s h ar p r eli ef a g ai nst t h e bl u e s k y. T h e n  
t h e y b e g a n  t o pl a y.

W h e n  t h e y h a d fi nis h e d, a b e ar d e d,  
l ar g el y pr o p orti o n e d  m a n  w h o  h a d  s o m e- 
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h o w t h e l o o k of a pr o p h et st o o d u p o n  
t h e pl atf or m  b ef or e  us.  I n a d e e p,  r es o n a nt 
v oi c e h e a n n o u n c e d a h y m n, a n d as t h e 
a u di e n c e s a n g it, I s a w t h at b esi d e hi m  
st o o d ot h er  bi g  m e n  of  str o n g f e at ur es a n d  
di g nifi e d  b e ari n g. I t h o u g ht— t h es e p e o pl e  
h a v e  c o m e b a c k  h er e  t o a c o u ntr y I h a v e 
k n o w n  a l o n g ti m e, i n w h os e  littl e t o w ns 
I pl a y e d  b all  g a m es  w h e n  I w as  a b o y,  a  
c o u ntr y I h a v e  al w a ys t a k e n as a m att er  
of c o urs e, a n or di n ar y, f ol ks y s e cti o n. I 
t h o u g ht of M e c c a  a n d B et hl e h e m,  a n d I 
s u d d e nl y r e ali z e d t h at t h e mi n djs  a n d e m o -
ti o ns of a milli o n  p e o pl e o v er t h e w orl d 
w er e  t ur n e d at t his m o m e nt  t o t his hillsi d e  
j ust o ut  of  P al m yr a  i n Y or k  St at e.

T h e  bi g cr o w d w er e  all si n gi n g l ustil y 
n o w,  l e d b y  a c h oir o n  t h e pl atf or m.

‘ W h e n  I l e a v e t his fr ail e xist e n c e  
W h e n  I l a y t his nf ort al  b y,  
F at h er,  M ot h er,  m a y  I m e et  y o u 
I n y o ur  r o y al c o urts  o n  hi g h ?  . . .

Aft er  t h e l ast c h or d cr as h e d o ut t h er e 
w as  a h us h, a n d s u d d e nl y t h e c a n v as  

fl utt er e d d o w n a n d fl att e n e d o ut o n t h e 
gr o u n d,  a n d hi g h  i n t h e air  a b o v e  us  st o o d 
a gl e a mi n g  br o n z e  M or o ni  cl as pi n g a b o o k  
t o his  br e ast  wit h  his  l eft h a n d  a n d p oi nt -
i n g h e a v e n w ar d  wit h  his ri g ht.

T h e n  t h e bi g  b e ar d e d  m a n  w h o  h a d  a n-
n o u n c e d t h e h y m n st e p p e d f or w ar d a n d  
s p o k e : ■

“ W e  st a n d o n  h ol y  gr o u n d. ’’2

M or o ni  is m or e  t h a n a N e p hit e  
pr o p h et,  m or e  t h a n a k e e p er  of  i n-
s pir e d r e c or ds, m or e  t h a n a n i n-
str u ct or of  a n e w  er a. H e  is a m a n  
w h o  li v e d a g es a g o, di e d, a n d r e-
t ur n e d as h e st at e d h e w o ul d,  
tri u m p h a nt t hr o u g h t h e air, t o m e et  
us,  wit h  his  m ess a g e  fr o m t h e L or d.

M or o ni  is a  li vi n g e x a m pl e  of  t h e 
r es urr e cti o n— of t h e pr o mis e of  
et er n al  lif e.

2 B y  s p e ci al p er missi o n of C arl  C ar m er
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