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muzzles with a stick ; while they continued to reach their gnus
into the room, probably left-handed, and aimed their discharge
so far around as almost to reach us in the corner ol* the room
to where Ave retreated and dodged, and then 1 recommenced the
attack with my stick.

Joseph attempted, as the last resort, to leap the same window
from whence Mr. Taylor fell, when two balls pierced him from the
door, and one entered his right breast from without, and he fell

outward, exclaiming: "O Lord, my God!" As his feet went out
of the window my head went in, the balls whistling all around. He
fell on his left side a dead man. At this instant the cry was raised

:

"He's leaped the window!" and the mob on the stairs and in the
entry ran out. I withdrew from the window, thinking it of no
use to leap out on a hundred bayonets, then around General
Joseph Smith's body.
Not satisfied with this I again reached my head out of the

window, and watched some seconds, to see if there were any signs

of life, regardless of my own, determined to see the end of him
I loved. Being fully satisfied that he was dead, with a hundred
men near the body and more coming around the corner of the jail,

and expecting a return to our room, I rushed towards the
prison door, at the head of the stairs, and through the entry from
whence the firing had proceeded, to learn if the doors into the
prison were opened. When near the entry, Mr. Taylor called

out: "Take me." I pressed my way till I found all doors un-
barred, returning instantly, caught Mr. Taylor under my arm,
and rushed by the stairs into the dungeon or inner prison,

stretched him on the floor and covered him with a bed in such a
manner as not likely to be perceived. Expecting an immediate
return of the mob, I said to Mr. Taylor: "This is a hard case to
lay you on the floor, but if your Avounds are not fatal, I want
you to live to tell the story." I expected to be shot the next
moment, and stood before the door awaiting the onset.

Willard Richards

BOOK OF MORMON STUDIES*

Alma Repents: "In our last lesson we learned that King Noah
called his priests together to decide what should be done with
Abinadi. The priests said :

' Bring him here that we may cpiestion

him.' So he was brought before them. The reason why they
wanted to question Abinadi was that they might confuse him,
and get him to say something for which they could condemn him.
But the priests did not succeed. The Spirit of God was with

*Lesson 14 of the Relief Society Course of Study—for use on the second
lesson night in July. Read from Mosiah, chapters 14 to 20.
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Abiuadi, and he sliowed plainly how far fcliey had departed from
the ways of the- Lord. He taught them with much plainness the
laws of the Gospel, and uttered many prophecies with regard to

the coming of the Saviour and the great work God would perform
in future days on the earth.
" Abinadi's teachings did the priests no good. They loved their

sins too well to forsake them. They grew more and more angry
as his words exposed their wicked ways. The king was as angry
as his priests and he gave the prophet into their hands to be put
to death.
"Now there Avas one of the priests who was not a bad man.

He was quite young and his name was Alma. He knew that
Abinadi had told the truth regarding the sins of Noah and his

priests. So he pleaded with the king to spare the life of the
prophet and let him go in peace. But this made the king still

more angry and he had Alma turned out of his presence and then
sent his armed servants after him to kill him. But Alma fled

and hid himself so that Noah's servants did not find him. Alma
kept himself hid for many days, and while he was thus hiding he
wrote the things which he had heard Abinadi teach."*
"Alma, the young priest who had fled from the servants of

King Noah, repented of his sins and went around secretly among
the people and taught them the words of Abinadi ; and many
believed the truths which he laid before them. He acted thus
cautiously that what he was doing might not be known to the
king.

" In time those who believed Alma's words went with him to a
retired spot called Mormon a little outside the city. In this

thicket Alma hid himself in the day time from the spies of the
king. In the night time he came out and preached the Gospel to
those who would hear him. After a while he called upon those
who wished to serve God to come forwrard and be baptized in the
waters of Mormon.
"When the people heard this invitation they clapped their

hands for joy, exclaiming: 'This is the desire of our hearts.' Then
Alma took Helam, one of the believers, into the water, and said :

" O Lord, pour out thy Spirit upon thy servant, that he may do
this work with holiness of heart.' When he had said these words
the Spirit of the Lord came upon Alma aud he baptized Helam,
and they came out of the water rejoicing. Then Alma took
others, one by one, into the water, until he had baptized two
hundred and four souls.

"After the death of Abinadi, Alma organized a church, and all

who were baptized were members of it. This church was called

the Church of God or the Church of Christ, and all who were
afterwards baptized by the authority of God were added to this

*Deseret Sunday School Union Leaflets, August, 1S98.
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church. As Alma held the Holy Priesthood he ordained some of
the brethren priests. These priests he instructed to preach faith
and repentance and the things which had been spoken by the
prophets of God. He taught the people to be loving and kind, one
to another, to keep holy the Sabbath day, and to give thanks to
the Lord at all times for His goodness towards them. One day in

every week was set apart when the members of the church
gathered to worship the Lord.
"Little by little the church grew, until it numbered four hundred

and fifty members. By that time the king had learned what
Alma was doing. This displeased him greatly. He said that
Alma was stirring up the people in rebellion against him. Like
all tyrants he was a coward, therefore he sent his soldiers to
destroy Alma and the people of the Lord. But being warned
by the Lord of the coming of the king's army, and not wishing to
light, they took their families, their flocks, their grain and their
tents and departed. They traveled eight days in the wilder-
ness, and the Lord strengthened them so that King Noah's troops
did not overtake them. At the end of eight days they came to a
very pleasant land, and there they settled and called it the land
of Helam."*
Abinadi the Martyr'. "After Alma had been driven from the

presence of Noah, the king ordered that Abinadi should be taken,
bound, and cast into prison. There he was kept three days, when
he was again brought before the king. Abinadi's words were so
powerful that Noah grew afraid and was disposed to release him,
but the priests stirred up Noah's anger by telling him that
Abinadi had reviled him. This appears to have been one of
Noah's weak points. He was so used to flattery that he grew
angry when any one found fault with him. So the king delivered
Abinadi up to be slain.

"The officers then took Abinadi, and in the streets of Lehi-Nephi
they burned him to death. While the flames were scorching him
he littered several terrible prophecies regarding the evils which
should come upon those who had so cruelly robbed him of life.

Then saying: ' God receive my soul,' he fell, and his spirit

passed away to God, having sealed the truth of his words by his

death. All the evils that he had foretold were fulfilled to the
utmost in the later history of the Nephites and Lamanites."t

QUESTIONS

1. In what way did the prophet Abinadi prepare the peoples' minds
for the coming of the Messiah ?

2. What were his teachings regarding Christ?—See Mosiah, chapter 14.

3. How was the truth of the resurrection taught to these people ?

*Deseret Sunday School Union Leaflets, September, 189S.

fDeseret Sunday School Union Leaflets, August, 1S9S.
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I. Who arc they who have no part in the first resurrection?—See
Mosiah, L5: 26, 27, 28.

5. Tell in brief the story of AJbinadi from his birth until his death.
IS. Who was Alma? How was he converted and what did he do after

his conversion ?

7. Tell of Alma's activity in establishing the church.

FROM THE MISSION FIELD
Release and Appointment : At a meeting of the Manchester Dis-

trict missionaries, held under the direction of Mission President
John A. Widtsoe in the Manchester Chapel on June 20th, Elder J.

Rulon Doxey was appointed President of the Manchester District

to succeed Elder Kenneth A. Nielson, who was honourably re-

leased on May 19th, after serving as Traveling Elder in the Liver-
pool District and as President of the Manchester District.

Arrivals and Assignments : The following missionaries arrived
in Southampton aboard the Leviathan on June 22nd ; they have
been thus assigned :

For the British Mission : Samuel Hill, Idaho Falls, Idaho, to the
Newcastle District ; Clyde L. Thomas, Lorenzo, Idaho, to the
Norwich District.

For the French Mission : C. Lowell Lees, Salt Lake City, Utah
;

Anthony Wayne Middleton, Salt Lake City, Utah.
For the German-Austrian Mission : Melvin O. Allen, Salt Lake City,

Utah ; John Jay Anderson, Springville, Utah ; Vernon L.

Hansen, Tremonton, Utah ; Ebbie L. V. Richardson, Brigham
City, Utah; William H. Thompson, Cedar City, Utah; Loraine
B. Whiteley, Salt Lake City, Utah.

For the Netherlands Mission : Herman DeMik, Ogden, Utah.
For the Swiss-German Mission: Eugene Bean, Salt Lake City,

Utah ; Talmage Young DeLange, Koosharem, Utah; Ralph W.
Hurzeler, Salt Lake City, Utah.

DEATH
Booth—Jack Booth, three-year old son of Brother Samuel Booth, of

the Burnley Branch, Liverpool District, died on May 25th, 1928.
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