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What Was The Vocabulary Oi Joseph Smith?
OF THE COUNCIL OF THE TWELVE

J
os eph  Smi th ’s  mother wrote 
that of all her children he 
was the least inclined to 

give his time to the reading of 
books.1 He was fond of out-
door life and physical games. 
His history mentions wrestling 
matches, jumping, and ball 
playing. Children grown to 
manhood related the story of 
games with the Prophet.2

He grew up used to hard 
work. His father was chiefly a 
farmer in the Palmyra days.3 
Joseph had to take his share in 
the labors on the farm. When 
their farm labors permitted he 
sought employment elsewhere. 
Josiah Stoal employed him to 
dig for a lost mine,* Clark Chase 
to dig a well.5 He writes in his 
journal that he was obliged to 
earn a scant living by the toil of 
his hands.®

His school education was 
very meager. He could read, 
write an imperfect hand, and 
knew enough arithmetic for his 
needs. In the words of Orson 
Pratt who lived in his house and 
became his great defender,7 
“His advantages for acquiring 
scientific knowledge were ex-
ceedingly small, being limited to 
a slight acquaintance with 
two or three of the common 
branches of learning. He could 
read without much difficulty and 
write a very imperfect hand;
he had a very limited understanding of the ele-
mentary rules of arithmetic. These were his 
highest and only attainments; while the rest of 
those branches so universally taught in the 
common schools throughout the United States 
were entirely unknown to him.” However, he 
had a fine mind. All who knew him, friend 
and foe, conceded that his mental ability was 
high. Under favorable circumstances he would 
have used educational opportunities to the full. 
In his later years he sought learning in many 
fields—languages, law, and others. From his 
earliest association with the Church, after the

1Lucy Mack Smith, History of the Prophet Joseph, 1902, p. 84. 
2Juvenile Instructor; 27:172.
sLucy Mack Smith, Op. cit., 1902, p. 24. 
Hbid., 1902, p. 91.
5B H. Roberts, Comprehensive History of the Church, 1:129. 
^History of the Church. 1902, 1:28. 
7Orson Pratt, Remarkable Visions, p. 1.
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translation of the Book of Mor-
mon, he urged education upon 
the people.

In short, Joseph Smith was 
not better educated than the 
average boy of his pioneer pe-
riod from a family reduced to 
poverty, inured to toil with lit-
tle chance for an eduation. His 
training came from his observ-
ance of nature about him and 
the people whom he met.

His was a Bible reading fam-
ily. In those days on the fron-
tier, the Bible was the chief 
book of the household. Joseph 
was a Bible reader. That of 
itself would aid much in the 
education of the boy. The 
writings that he left behind him 
show his fine Bible versatility 
from Genesis to Revelation. In 
that sense he grew up a well- 
educated man, but it would not 
be suspected that he had a large 
or technical vocabulary.

Enemies who have read the 
Book of Mormon have found 
its contents to be beyond the 
capacity of a boy with such 
meager training for writing. 
Therefore they have set up the 
theory that some competent 
person hiding behind Joseph 
Smith was the real author of 
the Book of Mormon.8 Sidney 
Rigdon, a man of some educa-
tion, a reader, a student, and 
an orator was picked by many

defeated antagonists, but unsuccessfully, to 
be the unknown man who really wrote the 
Book of Mormon.8

If a man of superior learning wrote the Book 
of Mormon, it would be reflected in the extent 
and character of his vocabulary. If the vocabu-
lary were small and simple, it would be another 
evidence for the truth of Joseph Smith’s claim 
that he translated the book from engravings on 
golden plates. Every translator catches the 
idea in the old language and reports it in the 
new manner according to the nature of his 
own speech.

The English language has a multitude 
(Continued on page 476) 

8E. D. Howe, Mormonism Unveiled. 1834, p. 290.
’Francis W. Kirkham, A New Witness for Christ in America, 

1947, p. 299.
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A L L- O- W H E A T
C E R E A L

T h e  B e st  a n d M o st  H e alt hf ul  
C er e al  f or Y o ur  F a mil y  t o E at!

It s d eli ci o u s  n ut-li k e  
fl a v or c o nt ai n s A L L  
t h e g o o d n e s s  of  t h e 
e ntir e  W h e at  B err y.  
C o n st a nt  u s er s  of  o ur  
pr o d u ct s  al s o t e stif y 
t o it s v al u e  fr o m a  
h e alt h  st a n d p oi nt.

I T' S S T E E L  C U T

A L L- O- W H E A T  br e a kf a st  c e -
r e al i s m a d e  fr o m t h e c h oi c -
e st  Ut a h  a n d  I d a h o dr y  f ar m 
w h e at s.  It i s mill e d  t o a  
gr a n ul ar  fi n e n e s s o n  a  s p e -
ci al  St e el  C ut  m a c hi n e,  t h u s 
r et ai ni n g a m a xi m u m  of  
vit a mi n s,  b o d y  b uil di n g  pr o -
t ei n s, mi n er al s,  et c.

A L L- O- W H E A T  I S

•  D E LI CI O U S  t o t h e T a st e
•  N U T RI TI O U S  t o t h e B o d y
•  E A S Y  T O  P R E P A R E
•  V E R Y  E C O N O MI C A L  t o u s e

G et  it at  y o ur  gr o c er s  t o d a y 
or  writ e  t o

A L L- O- W H E A T  C O.
O G D E N,  U T A H

B U D G E T  Y O U R  WI S H E S,  T O O
( C o n cl u d e d fr o m pr e c e di n g  p a g e)

Fi g.  3  F ut ur e  Fl e xi bl e  E x p e ns es

J a n. 1- 1 5 J a n. 1 5- 3 0 F e b.  1- 1 5 F e b.  1 5- 2 8

A mt.
N e e d e d

A mt. A mt.
S a v e d

A mt. A mt.
S a v e d

A mt. A mt.
S a v e d

A mt. A mt.
S a v e d

Cl ot hi n g, *  
g e n er al

$ 6 0 $ 5 $ 5 $ 5 $ 4 $ 5 $ 4 $ 5 $ 6

D e nt al  E x p. 2 0 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4

E m er g e n c y  
R es er v e

3 5 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 3

C hrist m as
F u n d

4 0 2 2 2 0 2 1 2 3

* Cl ot hi n g  m a y  b e pl a n n e d  o n  a y e arl y  b asis, alt h o u g h s o m e l ar g e it e ms will  
li k el y h a v e  t o b e  list e d u n d er  “ Wis h es. ”

Fi g.  4  S a vi n gs  f or Wis h es

J a n. 1- 1 5 J ar i. 1 5- 3 0 F e b.  1- 1 5 F e b.  1 5- 2 8

Wis h es
T ot al  
R e q.

A mt. T ot al
S a v e d

A mt. T ot al
S a v e d

A mt. T ot al
S a v e d

A mt. T ot al
S a v e d

V a c ati o n $ 7 5 $ 1 0 $ 8 $ 1 0 $ 1 0 $ 1 0 $ 5 $ 1 0 $ 7

N e w  S uit 4 5 6 8 6 4 6 6 6 3

Bi c y cl e 7 5 5 3 5 2

E VI D E N C E S  A N D  R E C O N CI LI A TI O N S

T H E
HI S T O RI C  

T R AI N  
will  l e a v e A u g ust  2 n d  t o wit -

n ess  t h e g r e at  p a g e a nt  at  t h e 

Hill  C u m o r a h.

Visits  will  b e m a d e  t o I n d e p e n-
d e n c e,  N a u v o o,  C art h a g e,  Kirtl a n d,  
S h ar o n,  Vt.,  et c., as w ell  as m a n y  
l ar g e citi es, s u c h as N e w  Y or k,  
W as hi n gt o n  D.  C.,  et c.

F or  c o m pl et e  d et ails  writ e

VI D A  F O X  C L A W S O N
9 6 6  E.  S o ut h  T e m pl e  S alt  L a k e  Cit y

P h o n e  4- 2 0 1 7

I m L J n br e a k a bl e ... m o ul d e d  

t o l o o k li k e gl a s s.  Li glit-  
/ w ei g ht,  n oi s e  fr e e. E c o-  

r n oi ni c al.  St a n d ar d  h ei g ht.  
Or d er  fr o m y o ur  d e al er.

S P E CI A L  O F F E R  .

M ail  SI.  0 0  f or tri al l ol of  
' o n e  d oz e n  s e nt p ost p ai d.  

5 55 5  S u d b uryS u d b ury   St.,St.,  B o st o nB o st o n   1 4,1 4,  M a ss.M a ss.

4 7 6

( C o nti n u e d fr o m p a g e  3 9 9)  

of w or ds  b orr o w e d fr o m m a n y  
t o n g u es. S o  l ar g e is t his c oll e cti o n  
t h at it h as  b e e n esti m at e d t h at i n 
or di n ar y  us e,  i n s p e e c h a n d  writi n g,  
n ot m or e  t h a n o n e-t e nt h or o n e-  
t w e nti et h of  E n glis h  w or ds  ar e e m -
pl o y e d, e v e n b y  t h e m ost  l e ar n e d. 
M a n y  b o o ks a n d arti cl es o n t his 
s u bj e ct h a v e  b e e n p u blis h e d. R e -
c e ntl y  a c o m p et e nt a ut h or  d e cl ar e d  
t h at wit h  o n e t h o us a n d E n glis h  
w or ds  all or di n ar y  i d e as c o ul d b e 
e x pr ess e d, a n d t h at t h e c o m m o n  
m a n  s el d o m us es m or e  t h a n fi v e 
t h o us a n d w or ds. 1 0

Milt o n ’s v o c a b ul ar y  w as  b et w e e n  
s e v e n t h o us a n d a n d  ei g ht t h o us a n d 
w or ds. “ S o m e  d o u bl e  t his n u m b er.  
T h e  tr a nsl at ors of H o m er ’s Ili a d 
a n d O d yss e y,  li n g uisti c s c h ol ars,  
us e d  a b o ut ni n e  t h o us a n d w or ds. 1 2 
T h er e  ar e  f o ur t h o us a n d ei g ht h u n -
dr e d  i n t h e N e w  T est a m e nt;  fi v e 
t h o us a n d si x h u n dr e d  f ort y-t w o i n 
t h e Ol d  T est a m e nt. T h e  v ar yi n g  
n u m b er  d e p e n ds  i n p art  o n  w h et h er  
i nfl e ct e d f or ms of w or ds  ar e i n-
cl u d e d. T h er e  ar e t h os e w h o  t hi n k 
t h at t h e Bi bl e  h as  t w e nt y t h o us a n d 
w or ds,  e v er yt hi n g c o u nt e d; a n d

^ Di cti o n ar y.

u Mrs.  Cl ar k's  C o n c or d a n c e.

1 2 T h e  N ati o n,  S e pt e m b er 1 2, 1 9 1 2.

S h a k es p e ar e  f oll o wi n g wit h  ei g ht e e n  
t h o us a n d w or ds.  A n y  tr a nsl ati o n of  
a n y  b o o k  d e p e n ds,  of  c o urs e  pri m ar -
il y u p o n t h e v o c a b ul ar y of t h e 
tr a nsl at or, si n c e a g o o d  tr a nsl ati o n 
d e als wit h  i d e as n ot wit h  w or ds.

M a n y  st u di es h a v e  b e e n  m a d e  t o 
dis c o v er  t h e n u m b er  of  w or ds  us e d  
b y t h e a v er a g e m a n. N at ur all y  
e v er y m a n  us es  a n u m b er,  d e p e n d -
i n g o n m a n y  f a ct ors s u c h as t h e 
p ar e nt al v o c a b ul ar y, ki n d a n d  
a m o u nt of t hi n ki n g, c o m p a ni o ns,  
a n d r e a di n g h a bits. It is pr ett y  
g e n er all y  a gr e e d, h o w e v er,  t h at o n  
t h e a v er a g e a f airl y w ell- e d u c at e d  
m a n  us es a b o ut ei g ht t h o us a n d 
w or ds  i n his d ail y c o n v ers ati o n. 1 3

J os e p h S mit h  us e d  o nl y  b et w e e n  
t w o t h o us a n d a n d t hr e e t h o us a n d 
w or ds  i n his writt e n  p u bli c ati o ns.  
T his  s m all er n u m b er  w o ul d  b e  e x -
p e ct e d fr o m a k n o wl e d g e of his  
e d u c ati o n al o p p ort u niti es.

A n  a ct u al c o u nt s h o ws (l e a vi n g 
o ut all i nfl e ct e d f or ms of w or ds)  
t h e f oll o wi n g v o c a b ul ar y f or t h e 
B o o k  of  M or m o n:

G e n er al  W or ds  
P ers o ns ’ N a m es  
Pl a c e  N a m es

T ot al

tsH.  L.  M e n c k e n,  T h e  A m eri c a n  L a n g u a g e, p. 4.

T H E  I M P R O V E M E N T E R A

2, 8 9 6
2 4 5
1 6 6

3, 3 0 7




