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What Was The Vocabulary Oi Joseph Smith?

OF THE COUNCIL OF THE TWELVE

os eph  Smith ’s mother wrote
that of all her children he

translation of the Book of Mor-
mon, he urged education upon

was the least inclined to Evidences the people.

give his time to the reading of In short, Joseph Smith was
books.I He was fond of out- AND not better educated than the
door life and physical games. average boy of his pioneer pe-
His history mentions wrestling Reconciliations riod from a family reduced to
matches, jumping, and ball poverty, inured to toil with lit-
playing.  Children grown to CLV tle chance for an eduation. His

manhood related the story of
games with the Prophet.]
He grew up used to hard
work. His father was chiefly a
farmer in the Palmyra days.}
Joseph had to take his share in
the labors on the farm. When
their farm labors permitted he
sought employment elsewhere.
Josiah Stoal employed him to
dig for a lost mine,* Clark Chase
to dig a well.5 He writes in his
journal that he was obliged to
earn a scant living by the toil of
his hands.®
His school education was
very meager. He could read,
write an imperfect hand, and
knew enough arithmetic for his
needs. In the words of Orson
Pratt who lived in his house and
became his great defender,’
“His advantages for acquiring
scientific knowledge were ex-
ceedingly small, being limited to
a slight acquaintance with
two or three of the common
branches of learning. He could
read without much difficulty and
write a very imperfect hand;
he had a very limited understanding of the ele-
mentary rules of arithmetic. These were his
highest and only attainments; while the rest of
those branches so universally taught in the
common schools throughout the United States
were entirely unknown to him.” However, he
had a fine mind. All who knew him, friend
and foe, conceded that his mental ability was
high. Under favorable circumstances he would
have used educational opportunities to the full.
In his later years he sought learning in many
fields—Ilanguages, law, and others. From his
earliest association with the Church, after the

1Lucy Mack Smith, Historzy of the Prophet Joseph, 1902, p. 84.
2Muvenile Instructor; 27:172.

sLucy Mack Smith, Op. cit, 1902, p. 24.

Hbid., 1902, p. 91.

5B H. Roberts, Comprehensive History of the Church, 1:129.
“History of the Church. 1902, 1:28.

7O0rson Pratt, Remarkable Visions, p. 1.
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training came from his observ-
ance of nature about him and
the people whom he met.

His was a Bible reading fam-
ily. In those days on the fron-
tier, the Bible was the chief
book of the household. Joseph
was a Bible reader. That of
itself would aid much in the
education of the boy. The
writings that he left behind him
show his fine Bible versatility
from Genesis to Revelation. In
that sense he grew up a well-
educated man, but it would not
be suspected that he had a large
or technical vocabulary.

Enemies who have read the
Book of Mormon have found
its contents to be beyond the
capacity of a boy with such
meager training for writing.
Therefore they have set up the
theory that some competent
person hiding behind Joseph
Smith was the real author of
the Book of Mormon.§ Sidney
Rigdon, a man of some educa-
tion, a reader, a student, and
an orator was picked by many

defeated antagonists, but unsuccessfully, to
be the unknown man who really wrote the
Book of Mormon.$

If a man of superior learning wrote the Book
of Mormon, it would be reflected in the extent
and character of his vocabulary. If the vocabu-
lary were small and simple, it would be another
evidence for the truth of Joseph Smith’s claim
that he translated the book from engravings on
golden plates. Every translator catches the
idea in the old language and reports it in the
new manner according to the nature of his

own speech.
The English language has a multitude
(Continued on page 476)
8E. D. Howe, Mormonism Unveiled. 1834, p. 290.

’Francis W. Kirkham, 4 New Witness for Christ in America,
1947, p. 299.
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teins, minerals, ete.
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Fig. 3 Future Flexible Expenses
' Jan. 1-15 Jan. 1530 | Feb, 1-15 | Feb. 1528
| Amt | Amr.| Amt |Amt | Ame |Ame | Ame. | Ame. | Amt
Meeded | Saved Saved Saved Saved
Clothing, * $60 $5 %5 i5 $4 %5 14 35 $6
general |
Dental Exp. | 20 i | 4 4 + 4 + 4
Emergency 35 21 2 2 2 2 2 3
Reserve |
Christmas | 40 1| 2 2 0 2 1 2 3
_Fund N

likely have to be listed under "Wishes.”

*Clothing may be planned on a yearlv basis, although some large items will

ALL-O-WHEAT 15
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ALL-O-WHEAT CO.

OGDEN, UTAH

THE
HISTORIC
TRAIN

will leave August Znd to wit-

ness the great pageant at the
Hill Cumaorah,

Vizitz will be made to Indepen-
dence, Nauvos, Carthage, Kirtland,
Sharon, Vi, etc., az well as many
large cities, such as New York,
Washington D, T, ate,

For complete details write

VIDA FOX CLAWSON

966 E. Scuth Temple Salt Lake City
Phone 4-2017

Fig. 4 Savings for Wishes
] Jan 1-15 |  Jan. 15-30]  Feb. 1.15|  Feb. 1528
d | Toral Amt.| Total | Amt.| Total | Amt.| Total Amt. | Total
Wishes Req. Saved Saved Saved Saved
Vacation 375 | s10 | 8 |10 | s10 | s0] :éﬂ{ $10 | 87
New Suit 45 6| 8 | 6| 4| 6| 6| 6| 3
Bicycle ;II_?S_ |- 5 | 3 ___|_ I- 5 I_'Z |

EVIDENCES AND

[Continued from page 399)

of words borrowed from many
tongues. So large is this collection
that it has been estimated that in
ordinary use, in speech and writing,
not more than one-tenth or one-
twentieth of English words are em-
ployed, even by the most learned.
Many books and articles on this
subject have been published. Re-
cently a competent author declared
that with one thousand English
words all ordinary ideas could be
expressed, and that the common
man seldom uses more than five
thousand words."”

Milton's vocabulary was between
seven thousand and eight thousand
words” Some double this number,
The translators of Homer's [liad
and Odyssey. linguistic scholars,
used about nine thousand words.”
There are four thousand eight hun-
dred in the New Testament; five
thousand six hundred forty-two in
the Old Testament. The varying
number depends in part on whether
inflected forms of words are in-
cluded. There are those who think

RECONCILIATIONS

Shakespeare following with eighteen
thousand words. Any translation of
any book depends, of course primar-
ily upon the wvocabulary of the
translator, since a good translation
deals with ideas not with words.

Many studies have been made to
discover the number of words used
by the average man. Naturally
every man uses a number, depend-
ing on many factors such as the
parental vocabulary, kind and
amount of thinking, companions,
and reading habits. It is pretty
generally agreed, howewver, that on
the average a fairly well-educated
man uses about eight thousand
words in his daily conversation.™®

Joseph Smith used only between
two thousand and three thousand
words in his written publications.
This smaller number would be ex-
pected from a knowledge of his
educational opportunities.

An actual count shows (leaving
out all inflected forms of words)
the following wvocabulary for the
Book of Mormon:

IEEFE!'{IE‘EE i . that the Bible has twenty thousand GEﬂEPﬂ'_WDFdﬂ 2,896
; L =} N words, everything counted: and Persons’ Names 245

i 18 - FRE— Place MNames 166
WDjctianary. Total 3,307

Updrs, Clark’s Concordance.
2The MNation, September 12, 1912,
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WwH. L. Mencken, The American Language. p. 4.
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