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E DI T O RI A L S
( C o nti n u e d fr o m pr e c e di n g  p a g e)

ar e  gr at ef ul  f or his  willi n g n ess  s o t o s er v e, a n d  gr at ef ull y  w el c o m e  his  m ess a g es  as  t h e y a p p e ar
w e  k n o w  t h at t h e E r a ’s  r e a d ers, w orl d wi d e,  will  i n t h es e p a g es. — 7 ?.  L.  E.

B e n e di cti o n

T
h e  p o w er  of  l o v e w as  m a d e  m a nif est  
i n t h e lif e of  Pr esi d e nt  G e or g e  Al b ert  
S mit h, a n d t h e f e eli n gs e x pr ess e d  

fr o m n e ar  a n d  f ar si n c e his  p assi n g  h a v e  a m pl y  
e vi d e n c e d  it.

T w o  d a ys  b ef or e  h e  di e d,  I h a d  t h e pri vil e g e  
of  a l ast bri ef  visit  wit h  hi m. I h a d  n ot  s e e n 
hi m  f or m or e  t h a n t w o a n d  a h alf  m o nt hs,  a n d  
I v e nt ur e d  h esit at ntl y  t o his  h o m e  o n  t his l ast 
visit o nl y o n i n vit ati o n. H e  h a d h a d a dis -
c o ur a gi n g  d a y,  a n d  his  fr ail p h ysi c al  fr a m e w as  
s o o n t o b e  l eft b e hi n d  b y  t h e gr e at  a n d l o vi n g 
s pirit a n d p ers o n alit y  t h at w er e  his, a n d t h at 
w er e  s o si n c er el y b el o v e d ’ b y  s o m a n y  m e n  i n 
s o m a n y  pl a c es.

At  t h e h o ur  at  w hi c h  I, wit h  ot h ers,  w as  t h er e, 
h e  a p p e ar e d  t o b e  sli g htl y i m pr o v e d, a n d f or a  
m o m e nt  or  t w o b ef or e  I l eft I h el d  t h e h a n d  wit h  
w hi c h  h e h a d s o oft e n  w ar ml y  w el c o m e d  s o 
m a n y  of  his  f ell o w m e n  w h e n  h e  w as  w ell.

T h e  l ast w or ds  I h e ar d hi m s p e a k w er e:  

“ C o nti n u e  t h e w or k,  a n d k e e p t h e c o m m a n d -
m e nts  of  t h e L or d. ’’ T h e y  w er e  s p o k e n wit h 
diffi c ult y, b ut  u n d erst a n d a bl y,  a n d I f elt t h at 
I h a d h e ar d his b e n e di cti o n a n d his e ar n est  
wis h  f or all his F at h er ’s c hil dr e n.

W e  c o ul d n ot  cl os e t his c h a pt er wit h o ut  e x -
pr essi n g  o ur  c o n vi cti o n t h at w h e n  h e  r et ur n e d 
t o his  et er n al h o m e, “ His  L or d  s ai d u nt o  hi m,  
W ell  d o n e,  t h o u g o o d  a n d  f ait hf ul s er v a nt: t h o u 
h ast  b e e n  f ait hf ul o v er  a  f e w t hi n gs, I will  m a k e  
t h e e r ul er o v er m a n y  t hi n gs: e nt er t h o u i nt o 
t h e j o y of t h e L or d. ’’ ( M att h e w 2 5: 2 1.)

A n d  as h e s o oft e n pl e a d e d a n d pr a y e d,  
G o d  gr a nt  t h at all of  us,  a n d  all  of  o ur  F at h er ’s 
c hil dr e n,  m a y  li v e s o t h at e a c h  o n e  “ will  fi n d his  
n a m e  writt e n  i n t h e L a m b ’s B o o k  of  Lif e. ’’

M a y  o ur  F at h er ’s bl essi n gs  b e  wit h  his  f a mil y, 
a n d  wit h  all m a n ki n d,  a n d m a y  t h e p o w er  a n d  
pri n ci pl es  of  t h e g os p el  of  t h e L or d  J es us C hrist,  
t o w hi c h  h e  d e v ot e d  his  lif e, m o v e  f or w ar d i n-
cr e asi n gl y  a m o n g m e n. — 7 ?. L.  E.

D O E S  T H E  K O N- TI KI  V O Y A G E  C O N FI R M  T H E  B O O K  O F  M O R M O N ?  — yf >li U! e r
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E vi d e n c es

a n d

R e c o n cili ati o ns
C LI V --------

O F  T H E  C O U N CI L  O F  T H E  T W E L V E

T
h e  m o st  r e m ar k a bl e 
a n d f as ci n ati n g s e a 
st or y of  m o d er n  d a ys  
is t h e drifti n g of a pri miti v e  

r aft c arr yi n g si x m e n  fr o m 
P er u  i n S o ut h  A m eri c a  t o t h e 
T u a m ot u  gr o u p  of  P ol y n esi a n  
Isl a n ds.1

T h or  H e y er d a hl,  N or w e gi a n  
s ci e ntist, l e a d er of  t h e p art y,  
w h o  h a d s p e nt s o m e ti m e i n 
P ol y n esi a, b e c a m e o bs ess e d  
wit h  t h e t h o u g ht t h at t h e 
P ol y n esi a ns  mi g ht  h a v e  c o m e  
ori gi n all y fr o m S o ut h  A m er -
i c a. U p o n  his r et ur n t o N or w a y,  a mi dst t h e 
u gl y y e ars of W orl d  W ar  II, t h e t h o u g ht 
f oll o w e d hi m. H e  r e a d all t h at h e  c o ul d fi n d 
a b o ut a n ci e nt P er u. S o o n h e b e c a m e c o n -
vi n c e d  t h at s o m e P er u vi a ns  i n pr e hist ori c  d a ys  
h a d  drift e d  o n  pri miti v e  r afts fr o m t h e A m eri -
c a n m ai nl a n d  t o t h e isl a n ds of t h e P a cifi c.  
W hil e  t his di d  n ot  pr o v e  t h at t h e P ol y n esi a n  
Isl a n ds w er e  first s ettl e d b y  a n ci e nt A m eri c a ns,  
it di d  p oi nt  t o a m u c h  fr e er i nt er c o urs e a m o n g  
t h e n ati o ns of a nti q uit y t h a n w as  c o m m o nl y  
h el d.

As  his  st u di es pr o gr ess e d,  t h e d esir e,  d es pit e

1 K o n- Ti ki,  b y T h or  H e y er d a hl,  1 9 5 0.  

o b vi o us  o bst a cl es,  gr e w  wit hi n  
hi m  t o tr y t o m a k e  t h e tri p as 
t h e P er u vi a ns  di d  h u n dr e ds  of  
y e ars  a g o.

T h e  P er u vi a ns  h a d  n o  b o ats.  
T h eir  s e a tr affi c w as  b y  r afts, 
t h e str u ct ur e of  w hi c h  h as  b e e n  
h a n d e d  d o w n  t hr o u g h t h e c e n -
t uri es. T h e  r afts w er e  m a d e 
of l o gs fr o m t h e b als a tr e e, 
n ati v e i n t h at p art of S o ut h  
A m eri c a.  T h at  m e a nt  t h at t h e 
m o v e m e nt  of t h es e r afts d e -
p e n d e d  o n  o c e a n  c urr e nts a n d  
tr a d e wi n ds.  Wit h  s u c h e q ui p -

m e nt,  cr u d e as it s e e ms t o us, t h e p e o pl e of  
P er u  tr a v el e d o n  t h e o c e a ns  f ar a n d  n e ar.  T h e  
hist ori c al  e vi d e n c e  p oi nts  t o t h e drifti n g  of  t h es e 
r afts fr o m A m eri c a  t o t h e P a cifi c  Isl a n ds, a  m at -
t er of  m or e  t h a n f o ur t h o us a n d mil es.

H e y er d a hl  d e ci d e d  t o tr y it. Fi v e  c o ur a g e o us  
m e n  d e ci d e d  t o j oi n hi m — f o ur N or w e gi a ns  a n d  
a S w e d e.

Diffi c ulti es  h a d  t o b e  m et  a n d  o v er c o m e.  T h e  
pr oj e ct  s e e m e d s o visi o n ar y  t h at t h e n e c ess ar y  
m o n e y  c o ul d  n ot  b e  o bt ai n e d  e asil y. B als a  l o gs . 
w er e  o bt ai n a bl e  o nl y  i n s o m e w h at i n a c c essi bl e 
pl a c es,  es p e ci all y  si n c e t h e pr oj e ct  w as  l a u n c h e d 
i n t h e r ai n y s e as o n. A  s uit a bl e pl a c e  f or p utti n g
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the raft together had to be found. Meanwhile 
all experienced seamen shook their heads and 
predicted failure. But the raft Kon-tiki was 
pushed on more determinedly than ever.

It was decided to build the raft like those of 
the days of ancient Peru. No nails were used; 
rope held everything together. Nine balsa 
logs from thirty-five feet to forty-three feet 
long were the foundation of the raft. Banana 
stalks and leaves were used on deck. A mast 
with a sail was provided. A cabin about twelve 
by fourteen feet was placed on deck. Steering 
was done by a large oar. When finished, the 
raft was a duplicate of the rafts of primitive 
Peruvian days.

Adequate provisions were stored in con-
venient places. The necessary scientific instru-
ments were taken along. A short-wave radio, 
with a hand-worked generator, was also a part 
of the cargo.

A friend gave them a parrot; and on the 
voyage they adopted a friendly crab which 
for a long time became part of the crew.

The raft was named Kon-tiki, a mythological 
name meaning sun-god.

Thus equipped, they set out. For three 
months they drifted across the Pacific, depend-
ing entirely upon the ocean currents and trade 
winds for motive power, and at last they 
reached the Tuamotu group of islands. One 
of the notable voyages of modern times, the 

to the Questions h^oittli

book reads like a nerve-tingling epic of the 
sea.

Heyerdahl’s theory that the Pacific Islands 
were settled by people from America may or 

may not be true. The Book of Mormon relates 
that one Hagoth, a Nephite, built ships and 
carried people into new places. One of his 
ships loaded with people never came back. 
Many believe that the settlement of the Pacific 
Islands was made by these voyagers of Hagoth. 
Of this there is no proof. It may have been so.

However, that there are currents in the ocean 
and winds that blow regularly in set directions, 
such as carried the Kon-tiki across the Pacific, 
is recognized by all Book of Mormon readers. 
Father Lehi and his party, though they had a 
divine compass to guide them, depended on 
currents and winds to move them. The Jare- 
dites and Mulekites had nothing but sails to 
move them when on the sea. Without ocean 
currents and winds, Book of Mormon people 
would have made little progress on the sea. 
This has been pointed out with a map of im-
portant Book of Mormon ocean currents by Dr. 
C. Douglas Barnes.I 2

The crossing of the Kon-tiki proved that 
winds and currents lead from South America 
to the islands of the Pacific—over four thousand 
miles—and to that extent confirms the Book of 
Mormon story that long ocean voyages could 
be made by ancient men in primitive crafts.

It is interesting to note that no sooner had 
Heyerdahl published his theory, than other 
scientists called him to task.3 But to believers 
in the Book of Mormon, it is notable, that all 
agree that the ocean is full of currents which 
may enable man to drift from place to place, 
from continent to continent.

The increase of knowledge confirms steadily 
the claims of the Book of Mormon.

2"Lehi's Route to America,” Th e Impro v em en t  Er a , 42:26, January 
1939.

3The Geographical Journal, 115:20-41, March 1950; 116:183-192. 
December 1950.

I would be a friend to the friendless and 
find joy in ministering to the needs of the 
poor.

I would visit the sick and afflicted and 
inspire in them a desire for faith to be healed.

I would teach the truth to the understand-
ing and blessing of all mankind.

I would seek out the erring one and try 
to win him back to a righteous and a happy 
life.

I would not seek to force people to live 
up to my ideals, but rather love them into 
doing the thing that is right.

I would live with the masses and help to 
solve their problems that their earth life 
may be happy.

I would avoid the publicity of high posi-

tions and discourage flattery of thoughtless 
friends.

I would not knowingly wound the feel-
ings of any, not even one who may have 
wronged me but would seek to do him good 
and make him my friend.

I would overcome the tendency to selfish-
ness and jealousy and rejoice in the successes 
of all the children of my Heavenly Father.

I would not be an enemy to any living 
soul.

Knowing that the Redeemer of mankind 
has offered to the world the only plan that 
will fully develop us and make us happy 
here and hereafter, I feel it not only a duty, 
but also a blessed privilege to disseminate 
the truth.

(jeorcp Sibert Smith




