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Evidences  and
RECONCILIATIONS

1. (Did thz TlophiiaM havz ihst 
diiqh&M Pm kJiJtwd dfafioMi. ihsb 
Qojminq^ of^ tfh/d&L?

’'Ther e  is no direct answer to this question in the
Book of Mormon. Yet, the events recorded in 

the Nephite scriptures indicate that the Higher 
Priesthood was among the Nephites prior to the 
coming of Christ.

The Nephites were descendants of Manasseh, 
the son of Joseph of Egypt. (1 Nephi 5:14-16; 
Alma 10:3) The Nephite Priesthood therefore dif-
fered from the Levitical Priesthood which was as-
signed to the sons of Levi, the brother of Joseph. 
Lehi, father of the Nephites, held the Priesthood, 
for, while yet in the wilderness, he and his family 
offered sacrifice and burnt offerings, priestly or-
dinances of the Church before the coming of Christ. 
(1 Nephi 5:9)

Nephi, the son of Lehi, also held the Priesthood, 
probably conferred by his father. Nephi in turn 
ordained two of his brothers, Jacob and Joseph, 
to the Priesthood. They should be priests and 
teachers over the land of my people.” (2 Nephi 
5:26) The elder and younger Alma (Alma 
5:3), several of the latter’s sons, and Nephi, the 
son of Helaman, together with many others, some 
of whom are not mentioned by name, held the 
Priesthood even to the coming of Christ. (2 Nephi 
18:2; 25:4; Alma.30:20, 23; 46:38) At no time, 
it would seem, were the Nephites without the 
Priesthood.

It would appear that not every man held the 
Priesthood, yet it must have been rather widely dis-
tributed. Mosiah records that there was “one 
priest to every fifty of their number.” (Mos. 18:18) 
Every Church unit was presided over by the Priest-
hood. (Mos. 25:21)

The nature of the Nephite Priesthood is gath-
ered from various statements made by Book of 
Mormon characters. Jacob, the brother of Nephi, 
declared that he had been “called of God, and 
ordained after the manner of his holy order.” (2 
Nephi 6:2) Alma, the younger, says “I am called 
... according to the holy order of God, which is in 
Christ Jesus” (Alma 5:44), and he later states that 
he confined himself wholly to the High Priesthood 
of “the holy order of God.” (Alma 49:30) This 
holy order was “after the order of his Son.” (Alma 
13:2; Helaman 8:18) The “holy order of God,” 
especially when coupled with the order of the Son 
of God, has always been held to refer to the Mel- 
chizedek or High Priesthood. (Doctrine and Cove-
nants 77:11; 84:19)

AJma was a high priest. (Alma 8:23) His 
sons were ordained high priests, and also many 
others. (Alma 46:6; Helaman 3:25) Since there 

were many Nephite high priests, this office in the 
Priesthood could not refer to the one high priest, 
of the order of Aaron, required to stand at the head 
of the Lesser Priesthood. It is clear that Alma 
cited in his famous sermon (Alma 13) the story 
of earlier high priests of the Melchizedek order, to 
explain and to emphasize his own calling. The 
existence of numerous high priests is thus another 
evidence that the Higher Priesthood was among the 
Nephites.

Under the authority of the Priesthood, the Ne-
phites performed baptisms from the days of the first 
Nephi. (Mos. 18:13-16; Alma 5:3; 15:13; 48:19) 
Now, baptism is by itself an incomplete ordinance. 
Its full value comes when it is followed by the re-
ception of the gift of the Holy Ghost. Numerous 
references in the Book of Mormon indicate that the 
Holy Ghost was received by those who had been 
baptized. For example: “The gate by which 
ye should enter is repentance and baptism by water; 
and then cometh a remission of your sins by fire and 
by the Holy Ghost.” (2 Nephi 31:17) “He that is 
baptized—him will the Father give the Holy Ghost 
... baptism of fire and of the Holy Ghost.” (2 Nephi 
31:12-14) Alma likewise says that he had labored 
“without ceasing” to bring souls unto repentance 
“that they might also be born of God, and be filled 
with the Holy Ghost.” (Alma 36:24)

The ordinance of baptism could be administered 
by holders of the Lesser Priesthood (priests), but 
the conferring of the Holy Ghost requires the au-
thority of the Higher Priesthood. Again the con-
clusion seems warranted that the Nephites had the 
Higher Priesthood.

President Brigham H. Roberts came to the same 
conclusion in his comprehensive study of the Book 
of Mormon. He says:

Lehi held the Priesthood, ... the Higher Priesthood, 
which was after the order of Melchizedek, and was a prophet 
and minister of righteousness. This, Lehi conferred upon his 
son, Nephi; and Nephi, shortly after his separation from his 
elder brothers on the land of promise, consecrated his two 
younger brothers, Jacob and Joseph, to be priests and teachers 
unto his people. (New Witnesses for God, Vol. 2, p. 219)

Undoubtedly, various offices in the Priesthood 
were recognized by the Nephites. Teachers, priests, 
and high priests are specifically mentioned in the 
Book of Mormon. The terms teachers and priests 
probably refer to offices in the Lesser Priesthood; 
and the term high priest to an office in the Higher 
Priesthood. The Priesthood organization of the 
Nephites was such as to meet the needs of the people 
cf that day.—J. A. W.
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ke y  unlocks the door to our house, or the cover 
of our jewelbox, or the ignition of our auto-

mobile. Without the key, we cannot have access 
to the house, possess the jewels, or drive the car. 
Our property is inactive, (Continued on page 413) 
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awaiting the coming of the key. A 
man, likewise, holds the Priesthood 
by which all the work in the Church 
is accomplished, but he can use it in 
certain Church activities only when 
the necessary keys are conferred 
upon him.

Further, a man who owns a car 
may not be allowed, because of police 
orders, to drive down certain streets. 
Similarly, a man may receive the 
Priesthood, but can exercise its 
power, within the Church, only by 
the authority of the proper officials.

On his own property and on open 
streets the man may drive his car 
without question. ‘Similarly, in be-
half of himself and his family, and 
for the general good, a man may 
exercise his Priesthood without refer-
ence to the official body of the 
Church.

They who have the right to say 
when, where, and how the Priest-
hood shall be used for the Church 
have keys of authority. They may 
give authority or keys to others.

Every priest has the authority to 
administer the sacrament; every 
elder has the authority to baptize; 
but neither can so officiate in the ac-
tivities of a ward unless called to 
do so by the bishop who holds the 
keys of authority for the ward.

Every high priest has the author-
ity to preside, but cannot preside 
over any stake organization without 
being called to do so by the stake 
president, who holds the keys of 
authority for the stake.

All members of a Priesthood quo-
rum hold equal Priesthood authority, 
but in the president of the quorum is 
vested the authority to use the 
Priesthood for quorum purposes, for 
he holds the keys of authority for 
the quorum.

A seventy by virtue of his Priest-
hood has authority to preach the 
gospel, but he cannot fill a mission 
unless he is called by the proper of-
ficers of the Church, and set apart 
for that purpose—that is, unless the 
keys of that ministry are conferred 
upon him, within his specific field, by 
those who hold the general keys of 
spreading the gospel abroad, and 
can confer them on others.

Therefore it is customary and 
proper in ordaining or setting apart 
men to presiding offices to confer 
upon them the associated keys of aur 
thority. If in ordaining a man to j 

(Concluded on page 415) _

Above everything else today—the job is to win the war.
WHAT GREYHOUND IS DOING: Grey-
hound is furnishing transportation for 
the armed forces and for war -workers 
to and from plants. ★ Greyhound is con-
tinuing to serve civilian travelers, now- 
more dependent on buses because of 
private car and tire restrictions, ★ This 
tremendous task constantly grows 
greater and is being done with the 
limited number of buses available.

WHAT YOU CAN DO: You can help by 
traveling during the middle of the week 
—thus providing more seats for military 
personnel and war workers who must 
travel on weekends, ★ Greyhound will 
continue to furnish the best service that 
war conditions will permit. ★ But we 
must all remember—before personal 
convenience and pleasure—it is Victory 
First.

WHEELER, REYNOLDS & STAUFFER, 636 California St., San Francisco.

NOW, THANKS TO A MACK ANTI-
WEED CUN ANDA FEW GALLONS 
OF CARBON BISULPHIDE USED 
YEARS AGO.THE COST WAS MOD-
ERATE AND THEJO8 WAS EASY.

I KILLED 
LTHEIVEEDS 

AT THE 
GROOTS

Nobody knows better than the man 
who has benefited from the use of . . . 

CARBON BISULPHIDE
Send for Booklet 212P telling how 

weed-work is accomplished.

WEED TOPS IS DRUDGERY 
AND NEVER SEEMSTOGET 
ME ANYWHERE.I'VE BEEN 
DOING IT FOR YEARS.

Distributors—Wasatch Chemical Co., Salt Lake City and Branches
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the office of elder, seventy, or high 
priest, the keys of authority are con-
ferred, it means that henceforth he 
has full right to the use of the power 
committed to him to meet his own 
needs, and in guarding and blessing 
his own family, and all who have 
need of help. But, when men are 
called to specific offices of responsi-
bility, the corresponding keys of au-
thority are conferred, even though 
the man already holds the Priest-
hood.

President Joseph F. Smith has 
drawn the clear distinction between 
the Priesthood and the keys of the 
Priesthood:

The Priesthood in general is the authority 
given to man to act for God. Every man 
ordained to any degree of the Priesthood, 
has this authority delegated to him.

But it is necessary that every act per-
formed under this authority shall be done 
at the proper time and place, in the proper 
way, and after the proper order. The 
power of directing these labors constitutes 
the KEYS of the Priesthood. In their ful-
ness, the keys are held by only one person 
at a time, the prophet and president of the 
Church. He may delegate any portion of 
this power to another, in which case that 
person holds the keys of that particular 
labor. Thus, the president of a temple, the 
president of a stake, the bishop of a ward, 
the president of a mission, the president of 
a quorum, each holds the keys of the labors 
performed in that particular body or lo-
cality. His Priesthood is not increased by 
this special appointment, for a seventy who 
presides over a mission has no more Priest-
hood than a seventy who labors under his 
direction; and the president of an elders’ 
quorum, for example, has no more Priest-
hood than any member of that quorum. But 
he holds the power of directing the official 
labors performed in the mission or the quo-
rum, or in other words, the KEYS of that 
division of that work.. So it is throughout 
all the ramifications of the Priesthood—a 
distinction must be carefully made between 
the general authority, and the directing of 
the labors performed by that authority.— 
Joseph F. Smith, Gospel Doctrine, pages 
168-9.

—J. A. W.
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CAR CONSERVATION
HEADQUARTERS

LET US HELP MAKE YOUR CAR 
RUN BETTER AND LAST LONGER

No matter how little or how much you use your car, it 
should be checked over frequently to make sure every-
thing is in good shape. Drive in—at the Vico-Pep 88 sign 
—for war time conditioning service.

★
Utah Oil Refining Company Stations

and Dealers in Its Products

Everywhere in Utah
and Idaho

Summer Photography
(Concluded from page 357)

main scene will not appear so empty. 
Avoid getting two pictures in one. By 
this I mean tell only one picture story 
at a time. If you show Brother Joe 
milking the family cow, show just that 
and nothing else. Do not include sis-
ter gathering eggs nearby. By all means 
get her picture, but on another nega-
tive. To be successful, pictures must 
have unity. They must have one cen-
ter of interest. Clashing subjects spoil 
the best subject matter.

THIRD EDITION

GOSPEL STANDARDS
By HEBER J. GRANT 

is now off the press
It has a message to our generation

400 pages — $2.25

An Improvement Era publication 
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