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Paul

Charts 15-18, 15-19, 15-20, 15-21

Explanation
Chiasmus and several varieties of inverted parallel structures are found in many places

in the New Testament. In reading Bible commentaries, students will often encounter figures
displaying chiastic patterns. The following charts offer a few samples of such literary arrange-
ments. Chart - lays out the elegant configuration of the Hymn to Charity (Agape) found
in 1 Corinthians 13; Paul may have imported or modified this poetical unit from some other
source. Chart - helps a reader to follow the logic of the Epistle to the Galatians, focusing
especially on the central chiasm in Galatians 4:1–7. Chart - gives an overview of the letter
of Paul to Philemon. The argument of the Epistle to the Hebrews also has a central pivot
point, drawing attention to Jesus Christ as the new High Priest. These and many other
examples show that Paul and other writers of the New Testament were skilled writers,
conversant with the literary styles of their day.

References
John W. Welch and Daniel B. McKinley, Chiasmus Bibliography (Provo, Utah: Research

Press, 1999), 116–45.
Nils W. Lund, Chiasmus in the New Testament (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina

Press, 1942).
John W. Welch, “Chiasmus in the New Testament,” in Chiasmus in Antiquity, ed. John W.

Welch (Hildesheim, Germany: Gerstenberg, 1981), 211–49.
On chiasmus in 1 Corinthians, see Lund, 176; Welch, 215–16; in Galatians, see Welch, 214;

in Philemon see, Thomas Boys, Tactica Sacra (London: Hamilton, 1824), 65–67;
Lund, 219; Welch, 225–26; in Hebrews, see Welch, 220.

Chiasmus in the New Testament



Charting the New Testament, © 2002 Welch, Hall, FARMS Chart -

Chiasmus in Galatians

A  Prologue (1:1–12)
B  Autobiographical section (1:13–2:10)

C Justification by faith (2:11–3:4)
D Arguments from scripture (3:5–29)

E  Central chiasm (4:1–10)

D’ Arguments from scripture (4:11–31)
C’  Justification by faith (5:1–10)

B’ Moral section (5:11–11)
A’ Epilogue (6:12–18)

a The heir remains a child and servant (4:1)
b Until the time appointed of the father (4:2)

c When that time came, God sent forth his Son (4:4)
d Made under the law (4:4)
d’ To redeem those under the law (4:5)

c’ Because ye are sons, God sent forth the Spirit of his Son (4:6)
b’ That ye cry Abba, Father (4:6)

a’ That ye are no more a servant but a son and heir (4:7)




