
The Teachings of Jesus

Explanation
Matthew 5–7 reports Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount. Luke 6 gives the Sermon on the Plain.

The two texts are similar in many respects, the two speeches following essentially the same
order. Luke begins with certain beatitudes, followed by a set of woes or curses. Brief instruc-
tions are given regarding loving enemies, turning the other cheek, giving to those who ask,
lending to sinners, being merciful and doing well unto others (the last point being one of
the few major elements taken out of order from the Matthean text). Luke then skips all the
material found in Matthew 6 (some of which is found when Jesus speaks in private to his
apostles in Luke 11), and then presents most of the items found in Matthew 7. In chart -,
the shared elements are in italic type.

Luke’s selection of materials can be explained by the different settings in which the two
speeches were given. The Lucan speech was delivered to a large, public audience of Jews and
gentiles who had come to hear Jesus probably for the first time. Jesus gave them the more
public elements of his gospel message. Missing from the speech in Luke are elements that
one would expect to be reserved for the closer circle of disciples, such as the commission to
be the light of the world, the issuance of commandments, and the explanation of sacred
practices found in the Sermon on the Mount.
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Two Sermon Settings
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Promises of present and ultimate blessings

Rejoicing

Commissioning

Fulfillment of the law

Prohibition against anger, ill-speaking, ridicule of brethren

Reconciliation before offering

The new law of chastity

Swear by saying only “yes” or “no”

The new law of love and kindness

Transition to a higher order

The new law of almsgiving

The new order of prayer, the Lord’s Prayer

Fasting, washing, anointing 

The new law of single-minded consecration

Promises to the disciples

Preparing for the final judgment 

A requirement of confidentiality 

A three-fold petition to the Father 

The Golden Rule 

Entering through the narrow door 

Bringing forth good fruit 

Entering into the Lord’s presence 

The wise man blessed, the foolish man warned
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