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Treaty-Covenant Pattern
in the Old Testament and 

Benjamin’s Speech

Elements Exodus 19:3b–8 Exodus 20–24 Deuteronomy Joshua 24 Mosiah 1–6

Preamble 19:3b 20:1 1:1–5 24:1–2a 1:1–2:9a

Antecedent 19:4 20:2 1:6–3:29 24:2b–13, 2:9b–21,
History 16b–18a 23–30

Terms of the 19:5–6 20:3–23:19 4–26 24:14, 2:22, 24b, 
Covenant 18b, 23 31–41;

4:6–30

Formal 19:8 24:3 31:19 24:16a, 19a, 5:2–8
Witness 21–23

Blessings and 19:5 23:20–33 27:9–28:68 24:19b–20 3:24–27;
Curses 5:9–15

Recital of the 19:7 24:4–8 27:1–8; 24:25–27 2:8, 9a;
Covenant/ 31:9, 24–26 6:1–3, 6
Deposit of 
the Text
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Mosiah 1–6

King Benjamin’s speech in Mosiah 2–5 had the desired effect: the
people of Nephi were willing to make covenants with the Lord to
keep his commandments (see Mosiah 5:5–6). In his discourse,
Benjamin used the same pattern of covenant making that Moses
and Joshua employed for the children of Israel, most likely during
the Feast of Tabernacles. This chart highlights some of the simi-
larities between Benjamin’s pattern and Old Testament covenant-
making conventions. It is also interesting to note that Hittite treat-
ies composed in the fourteenth and thirteenth centuries B.C. also
exhibit the same six characteristics listed on this chart: the pre-
amble, antecedent history, terms of the covenant, formal witness,
blessings and curses, and recital of the covenant and deposit of
the text. (In the chart the designations a and b in the scriptural ref-
erences refer to the first half of a verse and to the second half,
respectively.)

Stephen D. Ricks, “Kingship, Coronation, and Covenant in Mosiah
1–6,” in King Benjamin’s Speech: “That Ye May Learn Wisdom,” ed.
John W. Welch and Stephen D. Ricks (Provo, Utah: FARMS, 1998),
256–60.
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