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APPENDIX 2 

LEGAL PROCEEDINGS IN THE BOOK OF MORMON 

The Case of Sherem (Jacob 7:1-23) 
1 And now it came to pass after some years had passed away, there 

came a man among the people of Nephi, whose name was Sherem. 2 And it 
came to pass that he began to preach among the people, and to declare unto 
them that there should be no Christ. And he preached many things which 
were flattering unto the people; and this he did that he might overthrow the 
doctrine of Christ. 3 And he labored diligently that he might lead away the 
hearts of the people, insomuch that he did lead away many hearts; and he 
knowing that I, Jacob, had faith in Christ who should come, he sought much 
opportunity that he might come unto me. 4 And he was learned, that he had 
a perfect knowledge of the language of the people; wherefore, he could use 
much flattery, and much power of speech, according to the power of the 
devil. 5 And he had hope to shake me from the faith, notwithstanding the 
many revelations and the many things which I had seen concerning these 
things; for I truly had seen angels, and they had ministered unto me. And 
also, I had heard the voice of the Lord speaking unto me in very word, from 
time to time; wherefore, I could not be shaken. 

6 And it came to pass that he came unto me, and on this wise did he 
speak unto me, saying: "Brother Jacob, I have sought much opportunity 
that I might speak unto you; for I have heard and also know that thou 
goest about much, preaching that which ye call the gospel, or the doctrine 
of Christ. 7 And ye have led away much of this people that they pervert the 
right way of God, and keep not the law of Moses which is the right way; 
and convert the law of Moses into the worship of a being which ye say 
shall come many hundred years hence. And now behold, I, Sherem, de
clare unto you that this is blasphemy; for no man knoweth of such things; 
for he cannot tell of things to come." And after this manner did Sherem 
contend against me. 
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8 But behold, the Lord God poured in his Spirit into my soul, inso
much that I did confound him in all his words. 9 And I said unto him: 
"Deniest thou the Christ who shall come?'' 

And he said: "If there should be a Christ, I would not deny him; but I 
know that there is no Christ, neither has been, nor ever will be:' 

10 And I said unto him: "Believest thou the scriptures?" 
And he said, ''Yea:' 
11 And I said unto him: "Then ye do not understand them; for they 

truly testify of Christ. Behold, I say unto you that none of the prophets 
have written, nor prophesied, save they have spoken concerning this 
Christ. 12 And this is not all-it has been made manifest unto me, for I 
have heard and seen; and it also has been made manifest unto me by the 
power of the Holy Ghost; wherefore, I know if there should be no atone
ment made all mankind must be lost:' 

13 And it came to pass that he said unto me: "Show me a sign by this 
power of the Holy Ghost, in the which ye know so much:' 

14 And I said unto him: "What am I that I should tempt God to show 
unto thee a sign in the thing which thou knowest to be true? Yet thou wilt 
deny it, because thou art of the devil. Nevertheless, not my will be done; 
but if God shall smite thee, let that be a sign unto thee that he has power, 
both in heaven and in earth; and also, that Christ shall come. And thy will, 
0 Lord, be done, and not mine." 

15 And it came to pass that when I, Jacob, had spoken these words, 
the power of the Lord came upon him, insomuch that he fell to the earth. 
And it came to pass that he was nourished for the space of many days. 

16 And it came to pass that he said unto the people: "Gather together 
on the morrow, for I shall die; wherefore, I desire to speak unto the people 
before I shall die." 17 And it came to pass that on the morrow the multi
tude were gathered together; and he spake plainly unto them and denied 
the things which he had taught them, and confessed the Christ, and the 
power of the Holy Ghost, and the ministering of angels. 18 And he spake 
plainly unto them, that he had been deceived by the power of the devil. 
And he spake of hell, and of eternity, and of eternal punishment. 19 And 
he said: "I fear lest I have committed the unpardonable sin, for I have lied 
unto God; for I denied the Christ, and said that I believed the scriptures; 
and they truly testify of him. And because I have thus lied unto God I 
greatly fear lest my case shall be awful; but I confess unto God:' 20 And it 
came to pass that when he had said these words he could say no more, and 
he gave up the ghost. 
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21 And when the multitude had witnessed that he spake these things 
as he was about to give up the ghost, they were astonished exceedingly; 
insomuch that the power of God came down upon them, and they were 
overcome that they fell to the earth. 22 Now, this thing was pleasing unto 
me, Jacob, for I had requested it of my Father who was in heaven; for 
he had heard my cry and answered my prayer. 23 And it came to pass 
that peace and the love of God was restored again among the people; and 
they searched the scriptures, and hearkened no more to the words of this 
wicked man. 

The Trial of Abinadi (Mosiah 11-17) 
11:20 And it came to pass that there was a man among them whose 

name was Abinadi; and he went forth among them, and began to prophe
sy, saying: "Behold, thus saith the Lord, and thus hath he commanded me, 
saying, 'Go forth, and say unto this people, "Thus saith the Lord-'Wo be 
unto this people, for I have seen their abominations, and their wickedness, 
and their whoredoms; and except they repent I will visit them in mine 
anger. 21 And except they repent and turn to the Lord their God, behold, 
I will deliver them into the hands of their enemies; yea, and they shall 
be brought into bondage; and they shall be afflicted by the hand of their 
enemies. 22 And it shall come to pass that they shall know that I am the 
Lord their God, and am a jealous God, visiting the iniquities of my people. 
23 And it shall come to pass that except this people repent and turn unto 
the Lord their God, they shall be brought into bondage; and none shall 
deliver them, except it be the Lord the Almighty God. 24 Yea, and it shall 
come to pass that when they shall cry unto me I will be slow to hear their 
cries; yea, and I will suffer them that they be smitten by their enemies. 
25 And except they repent in sackcloth and ashes, and cry mightily to the 
Lord their God, I will not hear their prayers, neither will I deliver them 
out of their afflictions""; and thus saith the Lord, and thus hath he com
manded me:' 26 Now it came to pass that when Abinadi had spoken these 
words unto them they were wroth with him, and sought to take away his 
life; but the Lord delivered him out of their hands. 

27 Now when king Noah had heard of the words which Abinadi had 
spoken unto the people, he was also wroth; and he said: "Who is Abinadi, 
that I and my people should be judged of him, or who is the Lord, that 
shall bring upon my people such great affliction? 28 I command you to 
bring Abinadi hither, that I may slay him, for he has said these things that 
he might stir up my people to anger one with another, and to raise con
tentions among my people; therefore I will slay him:' 29 Now the eyes of 
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the people were blinded; therefore they hardened their hearts against the 
words of Abinadi, and they sought from that time forward to take him. 
And king Noah hardened his heart against the word of the Lord, and he 
did not repent of his evil doings. 

12:1 And it came to pass that after the space of two years that Abi
nadi came among them in disguise, that they knew him not, and began 
to prophesy among them, saying: ''Thus has the Lord commanded me, 
saying-'Abinadi, go and prophesy unto this my people, for they have 
hardened their hearts against my words; they have repented not of their 
evil doings; therefore, I will visit them in my anger, yea, in my fierce anger 
will I visit them in their iniquities and abominations. 2 Yea, wo be unto 
this generation!' And the Lord said unto me: 'Stretch forth thy hand and 
prophesy, saying: "Thus saith the Lord, 'It shall come to pass that this gen
eration, because of their iniquities, shall be brought into bondage, and 
shall be smitten on the cheek; yea, and shall be driven by men, and shall 
be slain; and the vultures of the air, and the dogs, yea, and the wild beasts, 
shall devour their flesh. 3 And it shall come to pass that the life of king 
Noah shall be valued even as a garment in a hot furnace; for he shall know 
that I am the Lord. 4 And it shall come to pass that I will smite this my 
people with sore afflictions, yea, with famine and with pestilence; and I 
will cause that they shall howl all the day long. 5 Yea, and I will cause that 
they shall have burdens lashed upon their backs; and they shall be driven 
before Jike a dumb ass. 6 And it shall come to pass that I will send forth 
hail among them, and it shall smite them; and they shall also be smitten 
with the east wind; and insects shall pester their land also, and devour 
their grain. 7 And they shall be smitten with a great pestilence-and all 
this will I do because of their iniquities and abominations. 8 And it shall 
come to pass that except they repent I will utterly destroy them from off 
the face of the earth; yet they shall leave a record behind them, and I will 
preserve them for other nations which shall possess the land; yea, even 
this will I do that I may discover the abominations of this people to other 
nations:""' And many things did Abinadi prophesy against this people. 

9 And it came to pass that they were angry with him; and they took 
him and carried him bound before the king, and said unto the king: "Be
hold, we have brought a man before thee who has prophesied evil con
cerning thy people, and saith that God will destroy them. 10 And he also 
prophesieth evil concerning thy life, and saith that thy life shall be as a 
garment in a furnace of fire. 11 And again, he saith that thou shalt be as a 
stalk, even as a dry stalk of the field, which is run over by the beasts and 
trodden under foot. 12 And again, he saith thou shalt be as the blossoms 



Appendix 2: Legal Proceedings in the Book of Mormon 411 

of a thistle, which, when it is fully ripe, if the wind bloweth, it is driven 
forth upon the face of the land. And he pretendeth the Lord hath spoken 
it. And he saith all this shall come upon thee except thou repent, and this 
because of thine iniquities. 13 And now, 0 king, what great evil hast thou 
done, or what great sins have thy people committed, that we should be 
condemned of God or judged of this man? 14 And now, 0 king, behold, 
we are guiltless, and thou, 0 king, hast not sinned; therefore, this man 
has lied concerning you, and he has prophesied in vain. 15 And behold, 
we are strong, we shall not come into bondage, or be taken captive by our 
enemies; yea, and thou hast prospered in the land, and thou shalt also 
prosper. 16 Behold, here is the man, we deliver him into thy hands; thou 
mayest do with him as seemeth thee good:' 

17 And it came to pass that king Noah caused that Abinacli should be 
cast into prison; and he commanded that the priests should gather them
selves together that he might hold a council with them what he should 
do with him. 18 And it came to pass that they said unto the king: "Bring 
him hither that we may question him"; and the king commanded that he 
should be brought before them. 19 And they began to question him, that 
they might cross him, that thereby they might have wherewith to accuse 
him; but he answered them boldly, and withstood all their questions, yea, 
to their astonishment; for he did withstand them in all their questions, 
and did confound them in all their words. 

20 And it came to pass that one of them said unto him: "What 
meaneth the words which are written, and which have been taught by 
our fathers, saying: 21 'How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of 
him that bringeth good tidings; that publisheth peace; that bringeth good 
tidings of good; that publisheth salvation; that saith unto Zion, "Thy God 
reigneth"; 22 thy watchmen shall lift up the voice; with the voice together 
shall they sing; for they shall see eye to eye when the Lord shall bring 
again Zion; 23 break forth into joy; sing together ye waste places of Jeru
salem; for the Lord hath comforted his people, he hath redeemed Jerusa
lem; 24 the Lord hath made bare his holy arm in the eyes of all the nations, 
and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God'?" 

25 And now Abinadi said unto them: "Are you priests, and pretend 
to teach this people, and to understand the spirit of prophesying, and yet 
desire to know of me what these things mean? 26 I say unto you, wo be 
unto you for perverting the ways of the Lord! For if ye understand these 
things ye have not taught them; therefore, ye have perverted the ways of 
the Lord. 27 Ye have not applied your hearts to understanding; therefore, 
ye have not been wise. Therefore, what teach ye this people?" 
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28 And they said: ''We teach the law of Moses:' 
29 And again he said unto them: "If ye teach the law of Moses why 

do ye not keep it? Why do ye set your hearts upon riches? Why do ye 
commit whoredoms and spend your strength with harlots, yea, and cause 
this people to commit sin, that the Lord has cause to send me to prophesy 
against this people, yea, even a great evil against this people? 30 Know ye 
not that I speak the truth? Yea, ye know that I speak the truth; and you 
ought to tremble before God. 31 And it shall come to pass that ye shall be 
smitten for your iniquities, for ye have said that ye teach the law of Moses. 
And what know ye concerning the law of Moses? Doth salvation come by 
the law of Moses? What say ye?" 

32 And they answered and said that salvation did come by the law of 
Moses. 

33 But now Abinadi said unto them: "I know if ye keep the command
ments of God ye shall be saved; yea, if ye keep the commandments which 
the Lord delivered unto Moses in the mount of Sinai, saying: 34 'I am the 
Lord thy God, who hath brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the 
house of bondage. 35 Thou shalt have no other God before me. 36 Thou 
shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing in 
heaven above, or things which are in the earth beneath."' 

37 Now Abinadi said unto them, "Have ye done all this? I say unto 
you, Nay, ye have not. And have ye taught this people that they should do 
all these things? I say unto you, Nay, ye have not:' 

13: I And now when the king had heard these words, he said unto his 
priests: "Away with this fellow, and slay him; for what have we to do with 
him, for he is mad:' 2 And they stood forth and attempted to lay their 
hands on him; but he withstood them, and said unto them: 3 "Touch me 
not, for God shall smite you if ye lay your hands upon me, for I have not 
delivered the message which the Lord sent me to deliver; neither have I 
told you that which ye requested that I should tell; therefore, God will not 
suffer that I shall be destroyed at this time. 4 But I must fulfil the com
mandments wherewith God has commanded me; and because I have told 
you the truth ye are angry with me. And again, because I have spoken the 
word of God ye have judged me that I am mad:' 

5 Now it came to pass after Abinadi had spoken these words that the 
people of king Noah durst not lay their hands on him, for the Spirit of the 
Lord was upon him; and his face shone with exceeding luster, even as Mo
ses' did while in the mount of Sinai, while speaking with the Lord. 6 And 
he spake with power and authority from God; and he continued his words, 
saying: 7 "Ye see that ye have not power to slay me, therefore I finish my 
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message. Yea, and I perceive that it cuts you to your hearts because I tell 
you the truth concerning your iniquities. 8 Yea, and my words fill you 
with wonder and amazement, and with anger. 9 But I finish my message; 
and then it matters not whither I go, if it so be that I am saved. 10 But this 
much I tell you, what you do with me, after this, shall be as a type and a 
shadow of things which are to come." [Abinadi then recites the rest of 
the Ten Commandments, says that salvation does not come by the law 
alone, asserts that God himself shall make an atonement for the sins of his 
people, quotes and explains Isaiah 53, and explicates the meaning ofisaiah 
52:7-10 and the plan of redemption.] 

17:1 And now it came to pass that when Abinadi had finished these 
sayings, that the king commanded that the priests should take him and 
cause that he should be put to death. 2 But there was one among them 
whose name was Alma, he also being a descendant of Nephi. And he was 
a young man, and he believed the words which Abinadi had spoken, for he 
knew concerning the iniquity which Abinadi had testified against them; 
therefore he began to plead with the king that he would not be angry with 
Abinadi, but suffer that he might depart in peace. 3 But the king was more 
wroth, and caused that Alma should be cast out from among them, and 
sent his servants after him that they might slay him. 4 But he fled from 
before them and hid himself that they found him not. And he being con
cealed for many days did write all the words which Abinadi had spoken. 

5 And it came to pass that the king caused that his guards should sur
round Abinadi and take him; and they bound him and cast him into pris
on. 6 And after three days, having counseled with his priests, he caused 
that he should again be brought before him. 

7 And he said unto him: "Abinadi, we have found an accusation 
against thee, and thou art worthy of death. 8 For thou hast said that God 
himself should come down among the children of men; and now, for this 
cause thou shalt be put to death unless thou wilt recall all the words which 
thou hast spoken evil concerning me and my people:' 

9 Now Abinadi said unto him: "I say unto you, I will not recall the 
words which I have spoken unto you concerning this people, for they are 
true; and that ye may know of their surety I have suffered myself that I 
have fallen into your hands. 10 Yea, and I will suffer even until death, and 
I will not recall my words, and they shall stand as a testimony against you. 
And if ye slay me ye will shed innocent blood, and this shall also stand as 
a testimony against you at the last day." 

11 And now king Noah was about to release him, for he feared his 
word; for he feared that the judgments of God would come upon him. 
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12 But the priests lifted up their voices against him, and began to accuse 
him, saying: "He has reviled the king." Therefore the king was stirred up in 
anger against him, and he delivered him up that he might be slain. 

13 And it came to pass that they took him and bound him, and 
scourged his skin with faggots, yea, even unto death. 14 And now when the 
flames began to scorch him, he cried unto them, saying: 15 "Behold, even 
as ye have done unto me, so shall it come to pass that thy seed shall cause 
that many shall suffer the pains that I do suffer, even the pains of death by 
fire; and this because they believe in the salvation of the Lord their God. 
16 And it will come to pass that ye shall be afflicted with all manner of dis
eases because of your iniquities. 17 Yea, and ye shall be smitten on every 
hand, and shall be driven and scattered to and fro, even as a wild flock is 
driven by wild and ferocious beasts. 18 And in that day ye shall be hunted, 
and ye shall be taken by the hand of your enemies, and then ye shall suffer, 
as I suffer, the pains of death by fire. 19 Thus God executeth vengeance 
upon those that destroy his people. 0 God, receive my soul:' 

20 And now, when Abinadi had said these words, he fell, having suf
fered death by fire; yea, having been put to death because he would not 
deny the commandments of God, having sealed the truth of his words by 
his death. 

The Trial ofNehor (Alma 1:1- 15) 
1 Now it came to pass that in the first year of the reign of the judges 

over the people of Nephi, from this time forward, king Mosiah having 
gone the way of all the earth, having warred a good warfare, walking up
rightly before God, leaving none to reign in his stead; nevertheless he had 
established laws, and they were acknowledged by the people; therefore 
they were obliged to abide by the laws which he had made. 

2 And it came to pass that in the first year of the reign of Alma in the 
judgment-seat, there was a man brought before him to be judged, a man 
who was large, and was noted for his much strength. 3 And he had gone 
about among the people, preaching to them that which he termed to be 
the word of God, bearing down against the church; declaring unto the 
people that every priest and teacher ought to become popular; and they 
ought not to labor with their hands, but that they ought to be supported 
by the people. 4 And he also testified unto the people that all mankind 
should be saved at the last day, and that they need not fear nor tremble, 
but that they might lift up their heads and rejoice; for the Lord had created 
all men, and had also redeemed all men; and, in the end, all men should 
have eternal life. 5 And it came to pass that he did teach these things so 
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much that many did believe on his words, even so many that they began 
to support him and give him money. 6 And he began to be lifted up in the 
pride of his heart, and to wear very costly apparel, yea, and even began to 
establish a church after the manner of his preaching. 

7 And it came to pass as he was going, to preach to those who believed 
on his word, he met a man who belonged to the church of God, yea, even 
one of their teachers; and he began to contend with him sharply, that he 
might lead away the people of the church; but the man withstood him, 
admonishing him with the words of God. 8 Now the name of the man 
was Gideon; and it was he who was an instrument in the hands of God 
in delivering the people ofLimhi out of bondage. 9 Now, because Gideon 
withstood him with the words of God he was wroth with Gideon, and 
drew his sword and began to smite him. Now Gideon being stricken with 
many years, therefore he was not able to withstand his blows, therefore he 
was slain by the sword. 

10 And the man who slew him was taken by the people of the church, 
and was brought before Alma, to be judged according to the crimes which 
he had committed. 11 And it came to pass that he stood before Alma and 
pleaded for himself with much boldness. 

12 But Alma said unto him: "Behold, this is the first time that priest
craft has been introduced among this people. And behold, thou art not 
only guilty of priestcraft, but hast endeavored to enforce it by the sword; 
and were priestcraft to be enforced among this people it would prove their 
entire destruction. 13 And thou hast shed the blood of a righteous man, 
yea, a man who has done much good among this people; and were we to 
spare thee his blood would come upon us for vengeance. 14 Therefore 
thou art condemned to die, according to the law which has been given 
us by Mosiah, our last king; and it has been acknowledged by this people; 
therefore this people must abide by the law." 

15 And it came to pass that they took him; and his name was Nehor; 
and they carried him upon the top of the hill Manti, and there he was 
caused, or rather did acknowledge, between the heavens and the earth, 
that what he had taught to the people was contrary to the word of God; 
and there he suffered an ignominious death. 

The Trial of Alma and Amulek (Alma 14) 
1 And it came to pass after [Alma] had made an end of speaking unto 

the people many of them did believe on his words, and began to repent, 
and to search the scriptures. 2 But the more part of them were desirous 
that they might destroy Alma and Amulek; for they were angry with 
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Alma, because of the plainness of his words unto Zeezrom; and they also 
said that Amulek had lied unto them, and had reviled against their law 
and also against their lawyers and judges. 3 And they were also angry with 
Alma and Amulek; and because they had testified so plainly against their 
wickedness, they sought to put them away privily. 

4 But it came to pass that they did not; but they took them and bound 
them with strong cords, and took them before the chief judge of the land. 
5 And the people went forth and witnessed against them-testifying that 
they had reviled against the law, and their lawyers and judges of the land, 
and also of all the people that were in the land; and also testified that there 
was but one God, and that he should send his Son among the people, 
but he should not save them; and many such things did the people testify 
against Alma and Amulek. Now this was done before the chief judge of 
the land. 

6 And it came to pass that Zeezrom ... 7 ... began to plead for them 
from that time forth; but they reviled him, saying: "Art thou also pos
sessed with the devil?" And they spit upon him, and cast him out from 
among them, and also all those who believed in the words which had been 
spoken by Alma and Amulek; and they cast them out, and sent men to cast 
stones at them. 

8 And they brought their wives and children together, and whosoever 
believed or had been taught to believe in the word of God they caused that 
they should be cast into the fire; and they also brought forth their records 
which contained the holy scriptures, and cast them into the fire also, that 
they might be burned and destroyed by fire. 

9 And it came to pass that they took Alma and Amulek, and carried 
them forth to the place of martyrdom, that they might witness the de
struction of those who were consumed by fire. l O And when Amulek saw 
the pains of the women and children who were consuming in the fire, he 
also was pained; and he said unto Alma: "How can we witness this awful 
scene? Therefore let us stretch forth our hands, and exercise the power of 
God which is in us, and save them from the flames:' 

11 But Alma said unto him: "The Spirit constraineth me that I must 
not stretch forth mine hand; for behold the Lord receiveth them up unto 
himself, in glory; and he doth suffer that they may do this thing, or that 
the people may do this thing unto them, according to the hardness of their 
hearts, that the judgments which he shall exercise upon them in his wrath 
may be just; and the blood of the innocent shall stand as a witness against 
them, yea, and cry mightily against them at the last daY:' 
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12 Now Amulek said unto Alma: "Behold, perhaps they will burn us 
al 

,, 
so. 

13 And Alma said: "Be it according to the will of the Lord. But, be
hold, our work is not finished; therefore they burn us not:' 

14 Now it came to pass that when the bodies of those who had been 
cast into the fire were consumed, and also the records which were cast in 
with them, the chief judge of the land came and stood before Alma and 
Amulek, as they were bound; and he smote them with his hand upon their 
cheeks, and said unto them: ''.After what ye have seen, will ye preach again 
unto this people, that they shall be cast into a lake of fire and brimstone? 
15 Behold, ye see that ye had not power to save those who had been cast 
into the fire; neither has God saved them because they were of thy faith:' 
And the judge smote them again upon their cheeks, and asked: "What 
say ye for yourselves?" 16 Now this judge was after the order and faith of 
Nehor, who slew Gideon. 

17 And it came to pass that Alma and Amulek answered him nothing; 
and he smote them again, and delivered them to the officers to be cast into 
prison. 18 And when they had been cast into prison three days, there came 
many lawyers, and judges, and priests, and teachers, who were of the pro
fession of Nehor; and they came in unto the prison to see them, and they 
questioned them about many words; but they answered them nothing. 

19 And it came to pass that the judge stood before them, and said: 
"Why do ye not answer the words of this people? Know ye not that I have 
power to deliver you up unto the flames?" And he commanded them to 
speak; but they answered nothing. 

20 And it came to pass that they departed and went their ways, but 
came again on the morrow; and the judge also smote them again on their 
cheeks. And many came forth also, and smote them, saying: "Will ye stand 
again and judge this people, and condemn our law? If ye have such great 
power why do ye not deliver yourselves?" 21 And many such things did 
they say unto them, gnashing their teeth upon them, and spitting upon 
them, and saying: "How shall we look when we are damned?" 

22 And many such things, yea, all manner of such things did they say 
unto them; and thus they did mock them for many days. And they did 
withhold food from them that they might hunger, and water that they 
might thirst; and they also did take from them their clothes that they 
were naked; and thus they were bound with strong cords, and confined in 
prison. 23 And it came to pass after they had thus suffered for many days, 
(and it was on the twelfth day, in the tenth month, in the tenth year of the 
reign of the judges over the people of Nephi) that the chief judge over the 
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land of Ammonihah and many of their teachers and their lawyers went in 
unto the prison where Alma and Amulek were bound with cords. 24 And 
the chief judge stood before them, and smote them again, and said unto 
them: «If ye have the power of God deliver yourselves from these bands, 
and then we will believe that the Lord will destroy this people according 
to your words:' 25 And it came to pass that they all went forth and smote 
them, saying the same words, even until the last; and when the last had 
spoken unto them the power of God was upon Alma and Amulek, and 
they rose and stood upon their feet. 

26 And Alma cried, saying: «How long shall we suffer these great af
flictions, 0 Lord? 0 Lord, give us strength according to our faith which 
is in Christ, even unto deliverance." And they broke the cords with which 
they were bound; and when the people saw this, they began to flee, for 
the fear of destruction had come upon them. 27 And it came to pass that 
so great was their fear that they fell to the earth, and did not obtain the 
outer door of the prison; and the earth shook mightily, and the walls of 
the prison were rent in twain, so that they fell to the earth; and the chief 
judge, and the lawyers, and priests, and teachers, who smote upon Alma 
and Amulek, were slain by the fall thereof. 

28 And Alma and Amulek came forth out of the prison, and they were 
not hurt. . . . 29 Now the people having heard a great noise came running 
together by multitudes to know the cause of it; and when they saw Alma 
and Amulek coming forth out of the prison, and the walls thereof had 
fallen to the earth, they were struck with great fear, and fled from the 
presence of Alma and Amulek even as a goat fleeth with her young from 
two lions. 

The Trial of Korihor (Alma 30:6-60) 
6 But it came to pass in the latter end of the seventeenth year, there 

came a man into the land of Zarahemla, and he was Anti-Christ, for he be
gan to preach unto the people against the prophecies which had been spo
ken by the prophets, concerning the coming of Christ. 7 Now there was 
no law against a man's belief; for it was strictly contrary to the commands 
of God that there should be a law which should bring men on to unequal 
grounds. 8 For thus saith the scripture: "Choose ye this day, whom ye will 
serve:' 9 Now if a man desired to serve God, it was his privilege; or rather, 
if he believed in God it was his privilege to serve him; but if he did not 
believe in him there was no law to punish him. 10 But if he murdered he 
was punished unto death; and if he robbed he was also punished; and if 
he stole he was also punished; and if he committed adultery he was also 
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punished; yea, for all this wickedness they were punished. 11 For there 
was a law that men should be judged according to their crimes. Neverthe
less, there was no law against a man's belief; therefore, a man was punished 
only for the crimes which he had done; therefore all men were on equal 
grounds. 

12 And this Anti-Christ, whose name was Korihor, (and the law could 
have no hold upon him) began to preach unto the people that there should 
be no Christ. And after this manner did he preach, saying: 13 "O ye that are 
bound down under a foolish and a vain hope, why do ye yoke yourselves 
with such foolish things? Why do ye look for a Christ? For no man can 
know of anything which is to come. 14 Behold, these things which ye call 
prophecies, which ye say are handed down by holy prophets, behold, they 
are foolish traditions of your fathers. 15 How do ye know of their surety? 
Behold, ye cannot know of things which ye do not see; therefore ye cannot 
know that there shall be a Christ. 16 Ye look forward and say that ye see a 
remission of your sins. But behold, it is the effect of a frenzied mind; and 
this derangement of your minds comes because of the traditions of your 
fathers, which lead you away into a belief of things which are not so:' 

17 And many more such things did he say unto them, telling them 
that there could be no atonement made for the sins of men, but every 
man fared in this life according to the management of the creature; there
fore every man prospered according to his genius, and that every man 
conquered according to his strength; and whatsoever a man did was no 
crime. 18 And thus he did preach unto them, leading away the hearts of 
many, causing them to lift up their heads in their wickedness, yea, leading 
away many women, and also men, to commit whoredoms-telling them 
that when a man was dead, that was the end thereof. 

19 Now this man went over to the land ofJershon also, to preach these 
things among the people of Ammon, who were once the people of the 
Lamanites. 20 But behold they were more wise than many of the Nepbites; 
for they took him, and bound him, and carried him before Ammon, who 
was a high priest over that people. 21 And it came to pass that he caused 
that he should be carried out of the land. 

And he came over into the land of Gideon, and began to preach unto 
them also; and here he did not have much success, for he was taken and 
bound and carried before the high priest, and also the chief judge over 
the lanci 22 And it came to pass that the high priest said unto him: "Why 
do ye go about perverting the ways of the Lord? Why do ye teach this 
people that there shall be no Christ, to interrupt their rejoicings? Why do 
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ye speak against all the prophecies of the holy prophets?" 23 Now the high 
priest's name was Giddonah. 

And Korihor said unto him: «Because I do not teach the foolish tradi
tions of your fathers, and because I do not teach this people to bind them
selves down under the foolish ordinances and performances which are laid 
down by ancient priests, to usurp power and authority over them, to keep 
them in ignorance, that they may not lift up their heads, but be brought 
down according to thy words. 24 Ye say that this people is a free people. 
Behold, I say they are in bondage. Ye say that those ancient prophecies are 
true. Behold, I say that ye do not know that they are true. 25 Ye say that 
this people is a guilty and a fallen people, because of the transgression of a 
parent. Behold, I say that a child is not guilty because of its parents. 26 And 
ye also say that Christ shall come. But behold, I say that ye do not know 
that there shall be a Christ. And ye say also that he shall be slain for the 
sins of the world- 27 and thus ye lead away this people after the foolish 
traditions of your fathers, and according to your own desires; and ye keep 
them down, even as it were in bondage, that ye may glut yourselves with 
the labors of their hands, that they durst not look up with boldness, and 
that they durst not enjoy their rights and privileges. 28 Yea, they durst not 
make use of that which is their own lest they should offend their priests, 
who do yoke them according to their desires, and have brought them to 
believe, by their traditions and their dreams and their whims and their 
visions and their pretended mysteries, that they should, if they did not 
do according to their words, offend some unknown being, who they say 
is God-a being who never has been seen or known, who never was nor 
ever will be:' 

29 Now when the high priest and the chief judge saw the hardness of 
his heart, yea, when they saw that he would revile even against God, they 
would not make any reply to his words; but they caused that he should be 
bound; and they delivered him up into the hands of the officers, and sent 
him to the land of Zarah em la, that he might be brought before Alma, and 
the chief judge who was governor over all the land. 

30 And it came to pass that when he was brought before Alma and 
the chief judge, he did go on in the same manner as he did in the land 
of Gideon; yea, he went on to blaspheme. 31 And he did rise up in great 
swelling words before Alma, and did revile against the priests and teach
ers, accusing them of leading away the people after the silly traditions of 
their fathers, for the sake of glutting on the labors of the people. 

32 Now Alma said unto him: «Thou knowest that we do not glut our
selves upon the labors of this people; for behold I have labored even from 
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the commencement of the reign of the judges until now, with mine own 
hands for my support, notwithstanding my many travels round about the 
land to declare the word of God unto my people. 33 And notwithstand
ing the many labors which I have performed in the church, I have never 
received so much as even one senine for my labor; neither has any of my 
brethren, save it were in the judgment-seat; and then we have received 
only according to law for our time. 34 And now, if we do not receive any
thing for our labors in the church, what doth it profit us to labor in the 
church save it were to declare the truth, that we may have rejoicings in 
the joy of our brethren? 35 Then why sayest thou that we preach unto this 
people to get gain, when thou, of thyself, knowest that we receive no gain? 
And now, believest thou that we deceive this people, that causes such joy 
in their hearts?" 

36 And Korihor answered him, "Yea:' 
37 And then Alma said unto him: "Believest thou that there is a God?" 
38 And he answered, "NaY:' 
39 Now Alma said unto him: "Will ye deny again that there is a God, 

and also deny the Christ? For behold, I say unto you, I know there is a 
God, and also that Christ shall come. 40 And now what evidence have 
ye that there is no God, or that Christ cometh not? I say unto you that 
ye have none, save it be your word only. 41 But, behold, I have all things 
as a testimony that these things are true; and ye also have all things as a 
testimony unto you that they are true; and will ye deny them? Believest 
thou that these things are true? 42 Behold, I know that thou believest, but 
thou art possessed with a lying spirit, and ye have put off the Spirit of God 
that it may have no place in you; but the devil has power over you, and he 
doth carry you about, working devices that he may destroy the children 
of God." 

43 And now Korihor said unto Alma: "If thou wilt show me a sign, 
that I may be convinced that there is a God, yea, show unto me that he 
hath power, and then will I be convinced of the truth of thy words." 

44 But Alma said unto him: "Thou hast had signs enough; will ye 
tempt your God? Will ye say, 'Show unto me a sign: when ye have the 
testimony of all these thy brethren, and also all the holy prophets? The 
scriptures are laid before thee, yea, and all things denote there is a God; 
yea, even the earth, and all things that are upon the face of it, yea, and its 
motion, yea, and also all the planets which move in their regular form do 
witness that there is a Supreme Creator. 45 And yet do ye go about, leading 
away the hearts of this people, testifying unto them there is no God? And 
yet will ye deny against all these witnesses?" 
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And he said: "Yea, I will deny, except ye shall show me a sign." 
46 And now it came to pass that Alma said unto him: "Behold, I am 

grieved because of the hardness of your heart, yea, that ye will still resist 
the spirit of the truth, that thy soul may be destroyed. 47 But behold, it is 
better that thy soul should be lost than that thou shouldst be the means of 
bringing many souls down to destruction, by thy lying and by thy flatter
ing words; therefore if thou shalt deny again, behold God shall smite thee, 
that thou shalt become dumb, that thou shalt never open thy mouth any 
more, that thou shalt not deceive this people any more:' 

48 Now Korihor said unto him: "I do not deny the existence of a God, 
but I do not believe that there is a God; and I say also, that ye do not know 
that there is a God; and except ye show me a sign, I will not believe!' 

49 Now Alma said unto him: "This will I give unto thee for a sign, 
that thou shalt be struck dumb, according to my words; and I say, that 
in the name of God, ye shall be struck dumb, that ye shall no more have 
utterance:' 

50 Now when Alma had said these words, Korihor was struck dumb, 
that he could not have utterance, according to the words of Alma. 51 And 
now when the chief judge saw this, he put forth his hand and wrote unto 
Korihor, saying: "Art thou convinced of the power of God? In whom did 
ye desire that Alma should show forth his sign? Would ye that he should 
afflict others, to show unto thee a sign? Behold, he has showed unto you a 
sign; and now will ye dispute more?" 

52 And Korihor put forth his hand and wrote, saying: "I know that 
I am dumb, for I cannot speak; and I know that nothing save it were the 
power of God could bring this upon me; yea, and I always knew that there 
was a God. 53 But behold, the devil hath deceived me; for he appeared 
unto me in the form of an angel, and said unto me: 'Go and reclaim this 
people, for they have all gone astray after an unknown God: And he said 
unto me: 'There is no God'; yea, and he taught me that which I should say. 
And I have taught his words; and I taught them because they were pleasing 
unto the carnal mind; and I taught them, even until I had much success, 
insomuch that I verily believed that they were true; and for this cause I 
withstood the truth, even until I have brought this great curse upon me:' 

54 Now when he had said this, he besought that Alma should pray 
unto God, that the curse might be taken from him. 55 But Alma said unto 
him: "If this curse should be taken from thee thou wouldst again lead 
away the hearts of this people; therefore, it shall be unto thee even as the 
Lord will:' 
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56 And it came to pass that the curse was not taken off ofKorihor; but 
he was cast out, and went about from house to house begging for his food. 
57 Now the knowledge of what had happened unto Korihor was imme
diately published throughout all the land; yea, the proclamation was sent 
forth by the chief judge to all the people in the land, declaring unto those 
who had believed in the words of Korihor that they must speedily repent, 
lest the same judgments would come unto them. 58 And it came to pass 
that they were all convinced of the wickedness of Korihor; therefore they 
were all converted again unto the Lord; and this put an end to the iniquity 
after the manner of Korihor. And Korihor did go about from house to 
house, begging food for his support. 59 And it came to pass that as he went 
forth among the people, yea, among a people who had separated them
selves from the Nephites and called themselves Zoramites, being led by a 
man whose name was Zoram- and as he went forth amongst them, be
hold, he was run upon and trodden down, even until he was dead. 60 And 
thus we see the end of him who perverteth the ways of the Lord; and thus 
we see that the devil will not support his children at the last day, but doth 
speedily drag them down to hell. 

The Case of Paanchi (Helaman 1:1-10) 
1 And now behold, it came to pass in the commencement of the 

fortieth year of the reign of the judges over the people of Nephi, there 
began to be a serious difficulty among the people of the Nephites. 2 For 
behold, Pahoran had died, and gone the way of all the earth; therefore 
there began to be a serious contention concerning who should have the 
judgment-seat among the brethren, who were the sons of Pahoran. 3 Now 
these are their names who did contend for the judgment-seat, who did 
also cause the people to contend: Pahoran, Paanchi, and Pacumeni. 4 Now 
these are not all the sons of Pahoran (for he had many), but these are they 
who did contend for the judgment-seat; therefore, they did cause three 
divisions among the people. 

5 Nevertheless, it came to pass that Pahoran was appointed by the 
voice of the people to be chief judge and a governor over the people of Ne
phi. 6 And it came to pass that Pacumeni, when he saw that he could not 
obtain the judgment-seat, he did unite with the voice of the people. 

7 But behold, Paanchi, and that part of the people that were desir
ous that he should be their governor, was exceedingly wroth; therefore, he 
was about to flatter away those people to rise up in rebellion against their 
brethren. 8 And it came to pass as he was about to do this, behold, he was 
taken, and was tried according to the voice of the people, and condemned 
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unto death; for he had raised up in rebellion and sought to destroy the 
liberty of the people. 

9 Now when those people who were desirous that he should be their 
governor saw that he was condemned unto death, therefore they were 
angry, and behold, they sent forth one Kishkumen, even to the judgment
seat of Pahoran, and murdered Pahoran as he sat upon the judgment-seat. 
10 And he was pursued by the servants of Pahoran; but behold, so speedy 
was the flight of Kishkumen that no man could overtake him. 

The Trial of Seantum (Helaman 7-9) 
7:1 Behold, now it came to pass in the sixty and ninth year of the 

reign of the judges over the people of the Nephites, that Nephi, the son of 
Helaman, returned to the land of Zarahemla from the land northward .... 
4 And seeing the people in a state of such awful wickedness, and those 
Gadianton robbers filling the judgment-seats-having usurped the power 
and authority of the land; laying aside the commandments of God, and 
not in the least aright before him; doing no justice unto the children of 
men; 5 condemning the righteous because of their righteousness; letting 
the guilty and the wicked go unpunished because of their money; and 
moreover to be held in office at the head of government, to rule and do 
according to their wills, that they might get gain and glory of the world, 
and, moreover, that they might the more easily commit adultery, and steal, 
and kill, and do according to their own wills- 6 ... his heart was swollen 
with sorrow within his breast; and he did exclaim in the agony of his soul: 
" .. . 24 ... Thou shalt be utterly destroyed except thou shalt repent. 25 Yea, 
wo be unto you because of that great abomination which has come among 
you .. . . 28 And except ye repent ye shall perish; yea, even your lands shall 
be taken from you, and ye shall be destroyed from off the face of the earth. 
29 Behold now, I do not say that these things shall be, of myself, because 
it is not of myself that I know these things; but behold, I know that these 
things are true because the Lord God has made them known unto me, 
therefore I testify that they shall be:' 

8:1 And now it came to pass that when Nephi had said these words, 
behold, there were men who were judges, who also belonged to the secret 
band of Gadianton, and they were angry, and they cried out against him, 
saying unto the people: "Why do ye not seize upon this man and bring 
him forth, that he may be condemned according to the crime which he 
has done? 2 Why seest thou this man, and hearest him revile against this 
people and against our law?" 3 For behold, Nephi had spoken unto them 
concerning the corruptness of their law; yea, many things did Nephi speak 
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which cannot be written; and nothing did he speak which was contrary to 
the commandments of God. 

4 And those judges were angry with him because he spake plainly 
unto them concerning their secret works of darkness; nevertheless, they 
durst not lay their own hands upon him, for they feared the people lest 
they should cry out against them. 5 Therefore they did cry unto the people, 
saying: "Why do you suffer this man to revile against us? For behold he 
doth condemn all this people, even unto destruction; yea, and also that 
these our great cities shall be taken from us, that we shall have no place 
in them. 6 And now we know that this is impossible, for behold, we are 
powerful, and our cities great, therefore our enemies can have no power 

)) over us. 
7 And it came to pass that thus they did stir up the people to anger 

against Nephi, and raised contentions among them; for there were some 
who did cry out: "Let this man alone, for he is a good man, and those 
things which he saith will surely come to pass except we repent; 8 yea, be
hold, all the judgments will come upon us which he has testified unto us; 
for we know that he has testified aright unto us concerning our iniquities. 
And behold they are many, and he knoweth as well all things which shall 
befall us as he knoweth of our iniquities; 9 yea, and behold, if he had not 
been a prophet he could not have testified concerning those things:' 

10 And it came to pass that those people who sought to destroy Nephi 
were compelled because of their fear, that they did not lay their hands 
on him; therefore he began again to speak unto them, seeing that he had 
gained favor in the eyes of some, insomuch that the remainder of them 
did fear. 11 Therefore he was constrained to speak more unto them say
ing: " . .. 26 Yea, even at this time ye are ripening, because of your murders 
and your fornication and wickedness, for everlasting destruction; yea, and 
except ye repent it will come unto you soon. 27 Yea, behold it is now even 
at your doors; yea, go ye in unto the judgment-seat, and search; and be
hold, your judge is murdered, and he Heth in his blood; and he hath been 
murdered by his brother, who seeketh to sit in the judgment-seat. 28 And 
behold, they both belong to your secret band, whose author is Gadianton 
and the evil one who seeketh to destroy the souls of men:' 

9: 1 Behold, now it came to pass that when Nephi had spoken these 
words, certain men who were among them ran to the judgment-seat; 
yea, even there were five who went, and they said among themselves, as 
they went: 2 "Behold, now we will know of a surety whether this man be 
a prophet and God hath commanded him to prophesy such marvelous 
things unto us. Behold, we do not believe that he hath; yea, we do not 
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believe that he is a prophet; nevertheless, if this thing which he has said 
concerning the chief judge be true, that he be dead, then will we believe 
that the other words which he has spoken are true." 

3 And it came to pass that they ran in their might, and came in unto 
the judgment-seat; and behold, the chief judge had fallen to the earth, 
and did lie in his blood. 4 And now behold, when they saw this they were 
astonished exceedingly, insomuch that they fell to the earth .... 

6 Now, immediately when the judge had been murdered-he being 
stabbed by his brother by a garb of secrecy, and he fled, and the servants 
ran and told the people, raising the cry of murder among them; 7 and 
behold the people did gather themselves together unto the place of the 
judgment-seat-and behold, to their astonishment they saw those five 
men who had fallen to the earth. 

8 And now behold, the people knew nothing concerning the multi
tude who had gathered together at the garden of Nephi; therefore they said 
among themselves: "These men are they who have murdered the judge, 
and God has smitten them that they could not flee from us." 

9 And it came to pass that they laid hold on them, and bound them 
and cast them into prison. And there was a proclamation sent abroad that 
the judge was slain, and that the murderers had been taken and were cast 
into prison. 

IO And it came to pass that on the morrow the people did assemble 
themselves together to mourn and to fast, at the burial of the great chief 
judge who had been slain. 11 And thus also those judges who were at the 
garden of Nephi, and heard his words, were also gathered together at the 
burial. 12 And it came to pass that they inquired among the people, say
ing: "Where are the five who were sent to inquire concerning the chief 
judge whether he was dead?" 

And they answered and said: "Concerning this five whom ye say ye 
have sent, we know not; but there are five who are the murderers, whom 
we have cast into prison." 

13 And it came to pass that the judges desired that they should be 
brought; and they were brought, and behold they were the five who were 
sent; and behold the judges inquired of them to know concerning the mat
ter, and they told them all that they had done, saying: 14 "We ran and 
came to the place of the judgment-seat, and when we saw all things even 
as Nephi had testified, we were astonished insomuch that we fell to the 
earth; and when we were recovered from our astonishment, behold they 
cast us into prison. 15 Now, as for the murder of this man, we know not 
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who has done it; and only this much we know, we ran and came according 
as ye desired, and behold he was dead, according to the words of Nephi:' 

16 And now it came to pass that the judges did expound the mat
ter unto the people, and did cry out against Nephi, saying: "Behold, we 
know that this Nephi must have agreed with some one to slay the judge, 
and then he might declare it unto us, that he might convert us unto his 
faith, that he might raise himself to be a great man, chosen of God, and a 
prophet. 17 And now behold, we will detect this man, and he shall confess 
his fault and make known unto us the true murderer of this judge:' 

18 And it came to pass that the five were liberated on the day of the 
burial. Nevertheless, they did rebuke the judges in the words which they 
had spoken against Nephi, and did contend with them one by one, in
somuch that they did confound them. 19 Nevertheless, they caused that 
Nephi should be taken and bound and brought before the multitude, and 
they began to question him in divers ways that they might cross him, that 
they might accuse him to death- 20 saying unto him: "Thou art con
federate; who is this man that hath done this murder? Now tell us, and 
acknowledge thy fault; saying, Behold here is money; and also we will 
grant unto thee thy life if thou wilt tell us, and acknowledge the agreement 
which thou hast made with him." 

21 But Nephi said unto them: "O ye fools, ye uncircumcised of heart, 
ye blind, and ye stiffnecked people, do ye know how long the Lord your 
God will suffer you that ye shall go on in this your way of sin? 22 0 ye 
ought to begin to howl and mourn, because of the great destruction which 
at this time doth await you, except ye shall repent. 23 Behold ye say that 
I have agreed with a man that he should murder Seezoram, our chief 
judge. But behold, I say unto you, that this is because I have testified unto 
you that ye might know concerning this thing; yea, even for a witness 
unto you, that I did know of the wickedness and abominations which are 
among you. 24 And because I have done this, ye say that I have agreed 
with a man that he should do this thing; yea, because I showed unto you 
this sign ye are angry with me, and seek to destroy my life. 25 And now be
hold, I will show unto you another sign, and see if ye will in this thing seek 
to destroy me. 26 Behold I say unto you: Go to the house of Seantum, who 
is the brother of Seezoram, and say unto him- 27 'Has Nephi, the pre
tended prophet, who doth prophesy so much evil concerning this people, 
agreed with thee, in the which ye have murdered Seezoram, who is your 
brother?' 28 And behold, he shall say unto you, 'Nay: 29 And ye shall say 
unto him: 'Have ye murdered your brother?' 30 And he shall stand with 
fear, and wist not what to say. And behold, he shall deny unto you; and he 
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shall make as ifhe were astonished; nevertheless, he shall declare unto you 
that he is innocent. 31 But behold, ye shall examine him, and ye shall find 
blood upon the skirts of his cloak. 32 And when ye have seen this, ye shall 
say: 'From whence cometh this blood? Do we not know that it is the blood 
of your brother?' 33 And then shall he tremble, and shall look pale, even 
as if death had come upon him. 34 And then shall ye say: 'Because of this 
fear and this paleness which has come upon your face, behold, we know 
that thou art guilty.' 35 And then shall greater fear come upon him; and 
then shall he confess unto you, and deny no more that he has done this 
murder. 36 And then shall he say unto you, that I, Nephi, know nothing 
concerning the matter save it were given unto me by the power of God. 
And then shall ye know that I am an honest man, and that I am sent unto 
you from God:' 

37 And it came to pass that they went and did, even according as Nephi 
had said unto them. And behold, the words which he had said were true; 
for according to the words he did deny; and also according to the words he 
did confess. 38 And he was brought to prove that he himself was the very 
murderer, insomuch that the five were set at liberty, and also was Nephi. 




