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By J. N. WASHBURN

SYNOPSIS

MULEK loved Zarahemla, the city of his 
forefathers, where two factions were 

striving for power, one ruled by Ama- 
lickiah, a man of tremendous powers and 
winning manners, who had caused a rupture 
in the country, and the other by Moroni, 
young chief captain of the armies of the Ne- 
phites who went everywhere, encouraging, 
instructing, pleading with the people to unite 
in the country's defense. Accustomed to 
receiving the adulation of the people, Mulek 
was consumed with jealousy at his fall from 
favor. In order to call attention to himself 
he had mocked the priests of the church and 
allied himself with Amalickiah. Then to win 
their adulation he decided to support Mo-
roni's projects. Mulek was eager to win the 
favor of the girl, Zorah, niece of Am-
ram, a boatmaker. He devised ways of 
meeting her, but Zorah was too intent on 
the political unrest to be interested in him, 
and was lavish in her praise of Moroni, 
which added to Mulek's envy. Was he 
never to be free of this sense of his inferior-
ity? But he determined in some way to win 
Zorah’s approval. While in this mood he 
was approached by Pachus with the subtle 
suggestion that he, Mulek, should be made 
king.

Cha pt er  VI

IT is not difficult to follow, imper-
ceptible though the changes 
were, the progress of the course 

by which Mulek permitted himself 
to be convinced that he was destined 
to restore the kingship to the Ne- 
phites, to bring again, and for good, 
.law and order to a people fretting 
■under incompetent government. The 
'process was long, and the reasoning 
¡subtle, but the end was certain. 

From the easy-going, contented 
youth he had been, he was trans-
formed into a forceful, driving man. 
Throughout it all he did not once 
notice that nobody but Pachus ever 
spoke of his becoming the king. 
Others talked of a decision as to 
the form of government to be pre-
ferred, discussing the matter freely 
and openly.

One day, after much time spent in 
conferences and study, a group of 
influential citizens sent a delegation 
to Pahoran with a memorandum. 
Governor Pahoran received the 
group ceremoniously, if stiffly, for 
he was worried, knowing full well 
the reason for the visit.

"What is it that you would have 
at my hands?” he inquired. "Is it 
something pertaining to the welfare 
of the nation”

“Most noble Pahoran,” the 
spokesman said, “we represent a 
large body of citizens who have pre-
pared a schedule which we respect-
fully submit for your consideration. 
We urge, most learned judge, that 
you give it your immediate atten-
tion.”

Pahoran took the scroll and gave 
his promise that the petition would 
receive his earnest and prompt con-
sideration.

No sooner had his visitors gone 
than Pahoran put aside all other 
matters that he might devote him-
self to the perusal of the weighty
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document. He was a young man to 
be confronted with so formidable a 
business. He had a regular, intel-
lectual face, a brow of depth and 
flexibility, a chin that signified to 
any discerning person that he would 
not be easily imposed upon. He 
was an honest man, and godly, hav-
ing no desires but for the welfare 
of his country.

He opened the record he had re-
ceived and read it with a sinking 
heart. Here was a matter that might 
easily lead to serious trouble for his 
cherished country. It set forth with 
reserve yet with perfect clarity and 
seemingly unerring logic the facts 
which Pachus had rehearsed to 
Mulek, and a great deal more to the 
same purpose. One point in par-
ticular was driven home convincing-
ly-

“We direct your notice to this 
fact: namely, that most of the polit-
ical troubles of this nation have 
arisen from discontent over the gov-
ernment of the judges. While the 
kings yet directed our affairs, there 
was little difficulty in national man-
agement. That which one genera-
tion, for conditions peculiar to it, 
may deem expedient, the next may 
not approve, once affairs have re-
sumed their normal posture.

“It would seem to be fundamental 
to any system of good government 
that it be responsive to the will of 
the people.” The petition urged that 
the chief executive voluntarily re-
tire from office in order that another 
might be chosen to direct the na-
tion’s affairs. It was, all in all, a 
blunt, fair, and challenging pro-
posal.

After he had studied it, the gov-
ernor shut himself in and gave his 
thoughts to study and devotion. 
There was none to whom he could 
turn but God. He had no human 
counselors at hand. Moroni and 
Helaman were busy with national 
affairs. Alma and his own father 
Nephihah had gone the way of all 
the earth. Was ever a man in sorer 
straits?

All that day, and most of the 
night, in the kindly atmosphere of 
his home, he grappled with his wor-
ry. For a short time in the early 
morning he slept. Next day he re-
turned to his public office a calm 
man. It did not take long for him 
to word the message he sent to the 
embassy.
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“Were I to consult my own de-
sires in this thing which you have 
asked of me, I should gladly step 
aside, for I have found that he who 
stands out from the people stands 
alone, save God be with him. His 
time is not his own; his dearest mo-
tives are questioned; his life is pub-
lic property.

“But in this matter I have no 
choice. I did not appoint myself to 
this thankless task. If it is your 
pleasure that I resign in order that 
another, of himself, or at the behest 
of a small group, assume my duties, 
to this I cannot accede.

“I am here by mandate of the 
people, whose will is sovereign, and 
only they can justly request my re-
moval. The people are supreme in a 
government such as ours, as you 
yourselves have so pertinently ob-
served. I humbly submit my case to 
them and suggest that you do like-
wise.

“Pahoran, Governor and Judge.” 

'jpHERE was some gloom in the 
gathering to which this letter 

was brought and read. The mem-
bers broke out into confused 
wrangling. Some had confidently 
expected that Pahoran would leave 
of his own free will and that they 
could easily put another into his 
place without too much public fuss. 
A few maintained that the governor 
was absolutely sound in his state-
ment of the case. Others began at 
once to clamor for a decision by the 
vote of the people in compliance 
with Pahoran’s expressed demand. 
A handful became abusive.

The blow to Mulek's hopes and 
pride was almost a mortal one. He 
had built the structure of his 
dreams, not on the secure founda-
tion of reason and probability, but 
upon the sands of desire, shifting 
sands at that. By degrees he had 
come to look upon himself as prac-
tically enthroned, so insidious had 
been the lessons that were ham-
mered into his eager ears.

Zorah had returned to Zarahemla, 
and he had seen her frequently. 
Each time her reserve had seemed 
to lose something of its earlier 
strength. Each time she appeared 
new and different even while she re-
mained eternally and unchangeably 
feminine. To Mulek she was wom-
anhood personified. He came al-
most to worship her and grew 
thoughtful toward all women.

Zorah was tolerant, at times even 
friendly toward him. Never had he 
known such exquisite torture of 
happiness. He dared not go too 
often to her home, and he could 
hardly stay away.

One thing more than all else had 
occupied his thoughts, and to that 
all other thoughts were related. If 
he could receive the appointment to 
which he was entitled, the office of 
king, he would ask Zorah to be his 
wife, his queen. Then let Moroni 
look to his honors! Day and night 
he was obsessed with this dream. 
He would tell Zorah of his plans 
as soon as it became practicable. 
Meanwhile he burned up his en-
ergies in impatience. To have this 
bright prospect shattered was al-
most more than he was able to en-
dure.

Jf  the matter of the change in the 
government had been discussed 

freely before, it was now broadcast 
throughout the country, and such a 
commotion as it stirred up had sel-
dom been known. It was discussed 
eagerly, gaily, soberly, despairing-
ly, flippantly, according to the tem-
pers of those who talked, but it was 
discussed. .

Little time was needed to con-
vince everyone that there was but 

(Concluded on page 380)
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( C o n cl u d e d fr o m p a g e  3 7 9)  
o n e w a y  o ut of t h e diffi c ult y — t o 
h a v e  a g e n er al el e cti o n. T h e  offi -
ci als pr o m ptl y  s et a b o ut a p p oi nti n g  
a d a y  f or t h e b all oti n g. M e eti n gs  
w er e  h el d e v er y w h er e; t h e w h ol e  
l a n d w as  i n a p erf e ct t e m p est of  
e x cit e m e nt.

O n  t h e l ast ni g ht  b ef or e  t h e el e c -
ti o n, a gr e at p u bli c m e eti n g  w as  
h el d  i n t h e p ar k  i n Z ar a h e ml a.  M e n  
w er e  assi g n e d  t o pr es e nt  fi n al ar g u -
m e nts  f or b ot h si d es i n t h e c o n -
tr o v ers y.

A n  e x p o n e nt of t h e d e m o cr ati c  
pri n ci pl e  s p o k e l o n g a n d  p o w erf ull y  
o n  t h e virt u es  of  t h e e xisti n g  or g a n -
i z ati o n. H e  s e e mi n gl y s ettl e d t h e 
m att er  w h e n  h e  r e a d fr o m t h e his -
t or y t h e w or ds  of  t h at M osi a h  w h o  
h a d  br o u g ht  a b o ut  t h e c h a n g e  i n t h e 
f or m of  g o v er n m e nt.

> “ ‘N o w  I s a y u nt o  y o u,  t h at b e -
c a us e all m e n  ar e n ot  j ust, it is n ot  
e x p e di e nt  t h at y e  s h o ul d h a v e  a  ki n g 
or  ki n gs  t o r ul e o v er  y o u.

“ ‘F or  b e h ol d,  h o w  m u c h  i ni q uit y 
d ot h  o n e  wi c k e d  ki n g c a us e t o b e  
c o m mitt e d, y e a,  a n d  w h at  gr e at  d e -
str u cti o n! ’ ”

T h er e  w as  s h o uti n g a n d m u m -
bli n g,  c h e eri n g  a n d  gr u m bli n g  at  t h e 
cl os e of t h e f ort hri g ht ar g u m e nt.  
T h er e  w er e  s mil es o n m a n y  f a c es 
a n d d ar k  fr o w ns o n  ot h ers.

T h e n  t h e d ef e n d er  of  t h e ki n gs  
r os e t o s p e a k. H e  t o o g a v e  a f or c e-
f ul a d dr ess, a n d h e t o o cl os e d b y  
r e a di n g fr o m M osi a h,  fr o m t h e s a m e 
pr o cl a m ati o n,  i n d e e d.

“ ‘T h er ef or e,  if it w er e  p ossi bl e  
t h at y o u  c o ul d h a v e  j ust m e n  t o b e  
y o ur  ki n gs,  w h o  w o ul d  est a blis h  t h e 
l a ws of  G o d,  a n d j u d g e t his p e o pl e  
a c c or di n gl y t o his c o m m a n d m e nts,  
y e a,  if y e  c o ul d h a v e  m e n  f or y o ur  
ki n gs w h o  w o ul d  d o e v e n as m y  
f at h er B e nj a mi n  di d  f or t his p e o pl e  
— I s a y u nt o  y o u,  if t his c o ul d al -
w a ys  b e t h e c as e it w o ul d  b e e x -
p e di e nt  t h at y e  s h o ul d al w a ys  h a v e  
ki n gs  t o r ul e o v er  y o u. ’ ”

W er e  t h er e n ot ri g ht e o us m e n  
a m o n g t h e N e p hit es ?  T h e  s p e a k er 
gr e w  p assi o n at e. Di d  n ot  t h e N e -
p hit es  still h a v e  g o o d  m e n  w h o  c o ul d  
r ul e i n ri g ht e o us n ess ? W er e  all  t h e 
h o n or a bl e  a n d  wis e  m e n  d e a d  a n d  i n 
t h eir gr a v es ? W er e  t h e s o ns w ors e  
t h a n t h eir f at h ers ? H a d  t h er e e v er  
b e e n  a  wi c k e d  ki n g  i n t h e hist or y  of  
Z ar a h e ml a ? O n  t his n ot e t h e dis -
c ussi o n e n d e d,.

A g ai n  t h er e w er e  c h e ers  a n d  l o n g 
3 8 0

M U 1 E K  O F  Z A R A H E MI A
f a c es, b ut  n o w  t h os e fr o w n e d w h o  
b ef or e h a d s mil e d, a n d t h e y c o m-
pl ai n e d  w h o  h a d  pr e vi o usl y  e x ult e d.  
A n d  it w e nt  fr o m o n e  e n d of  t h e 
l a n d t o t h e ot h er t hr o u g h o ut t h e 
ni g ht.

rJ T H A T  e v e ni n g  M ul e k  w al k e d  h o m e  
wit h  Z or a h.  M ul e k  w as  a g ai n  

c o nfi d e nt e n o u g h t o h a v e  his  bl o o d  
r a ci n g. His  v er y n e ar n ess t o t h e 
girl  s e e m e d t o s et hi m  o n  fir e.

“ B ut  c o ul d w e  m a k e  s u c h a  
c h a n g e  wit h o ut  w ar ? ” s h e as k e d.

“ W as  t h er e w ar  w h e n  t h e ki n gs  
w er e  d o n e a w a y wit h ? ” H e  w as  
e a g er t o g et  h er  vi e ws  o n  t h e s u b -
j e ct of  t h e ki n gs hi p,  t o s o u n d h er  
o ut  r e g ar di n g t h e m a g nifi c e nt  pr oj -
e ct  i n his  mi n d,  b ut  h e  di d  n ot  k n o w  
h o w  t o g o  a b o ut it.

T h e y  w al k e d  sl o wl y a n d q ui etl y  
h o m e w ar d. T h e  fr ei g ht e d w or ds  
e a c h mi g ht  h a v e  s p o k e n w o ul d  n ot  
ris e t o utt er a n c e.  T h e  o nl y  m ess a g es  
w er e  s p o k e n b y  t h e st ars, t h e tr e es, 
t h e wi n d,  a n d t h e d ar k n ess, a n d  
t h es e b ot h  u n d erst o o d.

H e  b a d e  h er  g o o d ni g ht  at h er  
d o or a n d t ur n e d a w a y, his st e ps  
b or n e  as o n  wi n gs.

T h e  c o m m oti o n a n d e x cit e m e nt  
t h at c a m e t h e n e xt d a y  w er e  u n -
p ar all el e d. P e o pl e fl o c k e d t o t h e 
v oti n g  pl a c es. Str o n g,  s o b er, i n d us-
tri o us p e o pl e  t h e y w er e  i n t h e m ai n,  
mi n df ul  of  t h eir o bli g ati o ns  t o t h e m-
s el v es a n d  p ost erit y. W h at e v er  t h e 
o ut c o m e,  it w o ul d  b e  a tri u m p h f or 
p e a c ef ul  pr o c ess es.

All  t h at d a y  t h e b all oti n g  r o o ms 
w er e  t hr o n g e d, a n d at ni g ht  a n a -
ti o n r et ur n e d t o its h o m es,  s u b d u e d  
a n d c o nt e nt. W h e n  t h e v ot es  w er e  
c o u n & e d, it w as  f o u n d t h at t h e fr e e-
m e n  w er e  i n t h e m aj orit y.  T h e  ki n g-  
m e n  w er e  b e at e n,  a n d P a h or a n  r e-
m ai n e d  g o v er n or  a n d  c hi ef j u d g e.

T o  m ost  of  t h e p e o pl e,  n at ur all y,  
t h e vi ct or y  of  t h e fr e e- m e n at t h e 
b all oti n g w as  w el c o m e.  T h e y  r e-
j oi c e d t h at t h e g o v er n m e nt  w as  still 
s oli d, t h e s yst e m still s o u n d. T h e y  
r et ur n e d t o t h e b usi n ess  of  d ef e n d -
i n g t h e c o u ntr y  a n d  s u p p os e d t hi n gs 
t o h a v e r es u m e d t h eir a c c ust o m e d  
st at e. T his,  h o w e v er,  w as  f ar fr o m 
t h e c as e, t h o u g h n ot  m a n y  k n e w  it. 
T h e  ki n g- m e n, i n e xtr e m e bitt er -
n ess,  b e g a n  t o m e et  s e cr etl y a n d t o 
pl a n  a c o urs e  of  t h eir o w n,  a  c o urs e  
t h at w as  w h oll y  s elfis h a n d  tr e as o n-
a bl e.  

rJ,H E  bl o w t o M ul e k ’s pri d e a n d  
h o p es — t h e l oss of  t h e el e cti o n  

— w as  d e v ast ati n g. At  first h e  w as  
st u n n e d a n d u n b eli e vi n g, p al e  a n d  
i n arti c ul at e, li k e a  n u m b  b o d y.  O nl y  
b y  d e gr e es  di d  f e eli n g a n d  c o m pl et e  
c o m pr e h e nsi o n c o m e b a c k t o hi m,  
first t h e r e ali z ati o n of  e m pti n ess i n 
his  h e art,  t h e n t h e f ull a w ar e n ess  of  
his n e w p ositi o n wit h  r e g ar d t o 
Z or a h.  T h at  w as  t h e p oi nt  at  w hi c h  
h e w as  m ost  gri e v o usl y aff e ct e d.  
Aft er  a bri ef  p eri o d  of  i n a cti o n a n d  
d ull n ess  h e  p ass e d  i nt o a m o o d  i n 
w hi c h  h e  w as  as h e  h a d  n e v er  b e e n 
b ef or e,  h ot  wit h  a fi er c e a n g er, a n 
u nr e as o ni n g  u p h e a v el  of  s pirit.

His  p e o pl e  h a d  r ej e ct e d hi m!
P a c h us,  f or p ur p os es  of  his  o w n.  

pil e d  f u el o n  t h e fir es of  his  wr at h  
u ntil  t h e o n e  ti m e i dl er b e c a m e  o b -
s ess e d. His  p e o pl e  h a d  r ej e ct e d hi m!  
H e  w o ul d  m a k e  t h e m p a y if h e 
c o ul d. At  t h at v er y  h o ur  t h e L a -
m a nit es,  wit h  A m ali c ki a h  at t h eir 
h e a d,  s w ar m e d i nt o t h e l a n d! T h e y  
c a m e i n s u c h n u m b ers t h at t h e y 
c o ul d n ot b e esti m at e d, m u c h  l ess 
c o u nt e d. T h e y  s pr e a d o v er t h e 
c o u ntr y  li k e a s pri n g fl o o d fr o m t h e 
hi g h m o u nt ai ns. N ot hi n g  c o ul d 
st a n d a g ai nst t h e m, n eit h er cit y,  
ar m y, n or  f ortifi c ati o n.

W h et h er  t h e ki n g- m e n  h a d  f or e-
k n o wl e d g e  of  t his dir e  i n v asi o n n o  
o n e k n e w, b ut if t h e y di d n ot, it 
c a m e at a m ost  o p p ort u n e  ti m e f or 
t h e m, a m ost  u nf ort u n at e  ti m e f or 
t h e p e o pl e  of  t h e N e p hit es.

T h e  g o v er n m e nt c all e d u p o n  all  
eli gi bl e fi g ht ers t o r es p o n d i m m e di-
at el y f or t h e d ef e ns e  of  t h e f at h er- 
l a n d. T h e  ki n g- m e n  r ef us e d t o h e e d  
t h e c all. T his  w as  al m ost a m ort al  
bl o w  t o t h e n ati o n.  T o  a  m a n,  t h o u-
s a n ds str o n g, t h e y st u b b or nl y, e v e n  
gl o ati n gl y,  m ai nt ai n e d  t h eir u n will -
i n g n ess t o h el p  t h eir c o u ntr y.

P a h or a n  w as  b esi d e  hi ms elf. H e  
s e nt at o n c e  a m ess a g e  t o M or o ni,  
t elli n g hi m of t h e n e w a n d u n -
pr e c e d e nt e d  t hr e at t o t h e c o u ntr y.  
M or o ni,  pr e p ari n g his d ef e ns es i n 
B o u ntif ul,  w as  i n cr e d ul o us.

H e  wr ot e  t o t h e g o v er n or  as ki n g  
f or p er missi o n t o m ar c h  his ar m y  
i nt o t h e c a pit al t o bri n g  t h e r e b els 
t o ti m e. P a h or a n  r e pli e d at o n c e,  
f e v eris h wit h  a n xi et y f or t h e w el -
f ar e of  his  p e o pl e,  bi d di n g  t h e c a p -
t ai n r us h.

( T o  b e  c o nti n u e d )

T H E  I M P R O V E M E N T E R A  .




