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MULEK
0“

By J. N. WASHBURN

SYNOPSIS

K Jul ek  loved "Zarahemla, the city where 
his forefathers ruled, although he could 

not help dwelling frequently on the strange 
events that had changed the country from 
a kingdom to a republic, ruled now by 
judges. Mulek mocked the priests of the 
church and thought of the rebel Amalickiah, 
a man of tremendous powers and winning 
manners, who had caused a rupture in the 
country. Moroni, young chief captain of 
the armies of the Nephites, had taken his 
own cloak and made it into a banner, nam-
ing it the Title of Liberty, and calling on 
all to rise to its defense. Mulek found him-
self consumed with jealousy. Before he 
could join with Amalickiah, he received a 
note from Sarah to come to her home. 
There she drugged him so that he would be 
kept from the folly of joining in the rebel-
lion. Amalickiah, now king of the Laman-
ites, raged and swore a great oath against 
Moroni, who went everywhere, encourag-
ing, instructing, pleading with the people. 
Moroni strengthened fortresses, repaired 
walls, built cities, and recruited soldiers. 
At first Mulek followed Moroni, trying to 
win adulation by supporting Moroni’s proj-
ects. Always in the back of his mind there 
rankled the thought of what Sarah had 
done, how she had belittled him in the sight 
of the servants. Even though she had saved 
him from public censure, he must find some 
way to humble her and win back his 
prestige.

Ch a pter  IV

D
issemblin g masterfully, Mulek 
continued to see Sarah, treating 
her with all his old deference 

and tenderness, taking care to let 
her feel that nothing had come be-
tween them. Sarah wisely refrained 
from mention of the part she had 
played in keeping him from his en-
gagement with the conspirators.

But when he went to her on a cer-
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tain day after a long absence, his 
anger rose as she smiled at him, 
certain that her possessiveness was 
increasing beyond his power to en-
dure it.

"Where have you been this long 
time?" she inquired.

"I have been busy,” he told her. 
"There is much to do in these dis-
turbed times.”

"What is it disturbs my Mulek?” 
she asked then. "Is it the thought 
that the Sarah might be beaten by 
the GullV

Mulek could not help laughing. 
She was such thoroughly good com-
pany, such an engaging young 
woman, that he had some regret at 
the moment for what he must do.

When they discussed the coming 
contest with Laban, Sarah could not 
refrain from smiling in appreciation 
of the compliment paid her in hav-
ing her name on the glistening sides 
of his superb craft. She asked her-
self, as she had done many times 
before, when he would do her a still 
greater honor, the greatest within 
his power, and she became wistful 
at the very thought of it.

When at last Mulek departed 
from Sarah, it was as all his other 
departings had been. Not by word 
or expression did he indicate that 
he was other than the devoted 
adorer he had been.

One day, prompted by a vagrant 
whim, he made his way to the busi-
ness establishment of Jacob, the 
apothecary. Arrived there, he ad-
mired the flowers and plants, the 
stocks of medicines. He compli-
mented the master on his good judg-
ment and management, on the size 
of his business.

"It is true,” admitted Jacob mod-
estly, "that I have much to do. The 
government keeps me busy supply-
ing medicines and unguents for the 
armies. In normal times,” the good 
man continued, "I have, of course, 
less to do, but I am able to get 
along.”

Mulek examined this article and 
that item, then lost himself in con-
templation of an exquisite flower.

"Was it not your daughter who 
was here when last I was in?” The 
question was as casual as an inquiry 
about the state of the weather.

"Yes,” replied Jacob, "it was my 
daughter Zorah.”

“I do not see her here today.”
"She is visiting my brother in the 

city of Mulek.”
"You have two brothers in Mu-

lek, do you not?”
"But one, Amram, the boat-

maker.”
"You may sell me this flower, if 

you will.”
And with that the interview 

ended.

As the day for the race drew near, 
there was in sporting circles talk 

of little else. It is true that most of 
the people were more deeply and 
immediately concerned with the 
presence of the Lamanites in the 
land, the approach of Amalickiah 
along the eastern coast. However, 
the more serious a people’s situa-
tion, the greater is the need for 
some form of relaxation. Thus the 
interest in the forthcoming contest 
was widespread, more so than in 
times of peace, for there had been 
little diversion in recent months.

When the big day came, the river 
banks were lined with eager and 
excited people. From Zarahemla on 
the west side, and other cities even 
farther away, and from Gideon on 
the east they swarmed to the spot 
to see the entertainment. Rich and 
poor were there, soldier and civilian, 
men, women, and children. The 
princely sum staked on the race was 
alone sufficient to stimulate the in-
terest of many who found nothing 
in the affair as a sporting event. 
For others it was holiday enough 
merely to see the way the more for-
tunate were decked out.
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On the western bank, in the shade 
of a clump of fine trees, the seats 
were placed, and they were full. 
Other thousands of people lingered 
here and there, lining the river, 
swarming into the adjacent forest. 
Many were swimming or paddling 
about in small boats; others chatted, 
picnicked, or simply moved around 
while waiting for the big event of 
the day.

The race was to be run over a 
gleaming stretch of silent river, a 
straight piece of silver water mov-
ing slowly in the direction of the 
city of Mulek on the eastern coast. 
The distance was a half-day's jour-
ney for a Nephite, from the starting 
point to the finish line where the 
spectators were assembled.

In a favored place the elect were 
gathered, and in the midst of them, 
radiant and resplendent, was Sarah, 
fully justifying, in clothes of the 
brightness of the tropical birds, all 
the adulation she received. The 
crowd made a brilliant splotch of 
color against the dark background 
of the wilderness.

The boats were well matched.
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Indeed, there was little to choose 
between them. Laban’s was the 
newer and perhaps somewhat more 
trim, but Mulek was the more ex-
perienced sailor. Moreover, he 
knew every whim and caprice of his 
beauty.

Long before the spectators were 
able to distinguish one from the 
other, their interest began to mount. 
Shouts, cries, jibes, wagers, jeers, 
cheers, and promises were thrown 
about everywhere. The friends and 
backers of the contestants were loud 
and loyal, if not fair or considerate. 
It was a merry crowd.

pOR nearly an hour the boats glided 
gaily, now one ahead, now the 

other, often side by side if not nose 
to nose. At length they came into 
sight, breasting the lazy waves 
proudly. Mulek was in the lead. 
His gay colors proclaimed his iden-
tity. Laban, however, had some 
tricks held in reserve. No mean 
antagonist, when it began to look as 
if he were beaten, he began pushing 
forward. Faster and faster went the 
Gull till it seemed she was about to 

take off on delicate wings into the 
air. In the midst of deafening ap-
plause and noisy cheering she took 
the lead and maintained it to the 
finish.

Then almost at once the thunder-
ous acclaim died away. By contrast 
with the moment before, the one 
that followed was like the silence of 
death. The silence lasted only a 
moment, however, before it was 
gone in a tempest of conversation 
and speculation.

Every spectator was staring, 
doubting the evidence of his senses. 
Laban was suddenly forgotten; the 
Gull might as well not have existed. 
Mulek himself was for a moment 
quite unimportant, but his vessel 
was the object of every glance. 
Mulek was smiling and proud. He 
had lost his race and his ten thou-
sand senines, but he had won his 
point and redeemed his pride. For 
on the damp sides of his beautiful 
boat there stood out, not the name 
Sarah, but Zorah.

In her place among the select 
ones, surrounded by thousands, 

(Continued on page 220)
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{ C o nti n u e d fr o m p a g e  2 1 9)
S ar a h  s at al o n e. H er  f a c e, at first 
s c arl et wit h  s h a m e, b e c a m e  w hit e,  as  
t h e c ol or  dr ai n e d  fr o m it, a n d  dr a w n  
wit h  p ai n. S h e  si m pl y s at, s p e e c h-
l ess, c ert ai n of  w h at  s h e s a w, y et  
w h oll y  u n c o n vi n c e d. Ar o u n d  h er  
w er e  h er  o w n  p e o pl e,  n o w  str a n g ers  
all. I n t h eir f a c es w er e  d eli g ht,  i n-
cr e d ulit y, s ar d o ni c h u m or,  a n d p er -
h a ps  a  m e as ur e  of  pit y. T h er e  w as  
littl e fri e n dli n ess. W h e n  o n e  pl a y e d  
a g a m e, o n e m ust  t a k e a c h a n c e.  
S ar a h ’s h e art  w as  si c k a n d  d es ol at e.  

'J’h e  cit y  of  M ul e k,  o n  t h e e ast er n  
s h or e, at t h e m o ut h  of t h e 

Si d o n,  w as  a n ol d cit y; i n d e e d, it 
w as  s o ol d  t h at it w as  al m ost  w h oll y  
n e w. Its ori gi n al  str u ct ur es of  w o o d  
w er e  n e arl y  all  g o n e,  a n d  n e w  b uil d -
i n gs of  st o n e h a d  t a k e n t h eir pl a c es  
till t h e cit y  l o o k e d li k e a  ri c h j e w el, 
c ut  a n d  p olis h e d.

O n e  of t h e fi n est of its n e w er  
a d or n a m e nts  w as  a  p al ati al  b uil di n g,  
f a ci n g b ot h  t h e s e a a n d  t h e ri v er. It 
w as  of  w hit e  st o n e t h at r efl e ct e d t h e 
r estl ess w at er  as t h e w at er  mir -
r or e d t h e m or e  s u bst a nti al str u ct ur e.  
It w as  o n e  of  t h e h o m es  of  M ul e k  
of  Z ar a h e ml a.

O n e  d a y  M ul e k  t o o k u p  his  r esi-
d e n c e  t h er e, wit h  s u c h s er v a nts as  
h e  w o ul d  n e e d  f or a  s h ort st a y. H e  
q ui c kl y  b e c a m e  est a blis h e d.

I n t h os e d a ys,  f oll o wi n g his  c o n -
t est wit h  L a b a n,  w hi c h  w as  i n r e al-
it y t h e l ast e pis o d e i n his c o nt est  
wit h  S ar a h,  M ul e k  w as  u ns ettl e d,  
dist ur b e d i n mi n d  a n d r estl ess i n 
b o d y. T h e  p urs uits  t o w hi c h  h e  h a d  
b e e n a c c ust o m e d w er e  n o w  fl a v or-
l ess a n d s e e mi n gl y wit h o ut  p oi nt.  
H e  tri e d m a n y  a cti viti es  i n a n  eff ort  
t o fi n d s o m e of t h e z est h e h a d  
f or m erl y k n o w n, b ut h e w as  n ot  
v er y s u c c essf ul. N ot hi n g  pl e as e d  
hi m; n ot hi n g h a d c h ar m; n ot hi n g  
s e e m e d i m p ort a nt. It w as  f or t his 
r e as o n t h at h e  m o v e d  his  est a blis h -
m e nt  fr o m Z ar a h e ml a  t o M ul e k,  as  
s o o n as h e  d e e m e d  it pr u d e nt  t o d o  
s o.

E arl y  t h e n e xt  m or ni n g  h e pr e -
s e nt e d hi ms elf at t h e f a ct or y of  
A mr a m,  t h e b o at m a k er,  his  mi n d  s et 
o n  a c hi e vi n g  t w o p ur p os es  wit h  o n e  
visit.

O nl y  a gl a n c e w as  s uffi ci e nt t o 
s atisf y hi m  t h at t h e m a n  k n e w  his  
b usi n ess. M ul e k  w as  a  m ast er  h a n d  
at his cr aft.. H a d  h e  h a d  n ot hi n g  
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m or e  o n  his  mi n d  t h at m or ni n g,  h e 
w o ul d  h a v e e nj o y e d j ust l o o ki n g 
a b o ut.

A mr a m  w as  pl e as e d wit h  t h e 
n a m e  if n ot  wit h  t h e m a n.  T o  h a v e  
s u c h a o n e  f or a c ust o m er w as  as 
g o o d  as  t o b e  m a d e;  it w o ul d  b e  t h e 
b e gi n ni n g of a r us h t o his pl a c e.  
E v e n  wit h  t h e ti d e of g o v er n m e nt  
b usi n ess, h e c o ul d still us e s o m e 
g o o d  or d ers,  a n d  t h e n, of  c o urs e,  t h e 
ti m e w o ul d  c o m e a g ai n s o o n er or  
l at er w h e n  all t his e as y  g o v er n m e nt  
m o n e y  w o ul d  b e  g o n e,  w h e n  a m a n  
w o ul d  h a v e  t o r el y a g ai n o n  hi m-
s elf i n a  c o m p etiti v e  w orl d.

“ I d esir e  a  b o at, ” t h e y o u n g  m a n  
b e g a n, l o o ki n g o v er m o d els  a n d  
st o c k.

“ W h at  s ort of  b o at  d o  y o u  wis h ? "
“ T h at,  g o o d  sir, I d o  n ot  k n o w. I 

k n o w  o nl y  t h at it m ust  b e  f ast, f ast-
er t h a n a n y ot h er cr aft t h at e v er  
s ail e d o ur  w at ers. ”

“ A  f ast b o at, ” r e pli e d A mr a m,  
a n d h e  c h u c kl e d. Y es,  it w as  tr u e 
t h at M ul e k  di d  h a v e  n e e d  of  a f ast 
b o at,  o n e  t h at w o ul d  b e f ast er, at  
a n y r at e, t h a n t h e o n e-ti m e  S ar a h.

“ C a n  y o u  b uil d  s u c h a  v ess el ? ”
“ I h a v e  at  m y  h o m e  t h e m o d el  of  

a b o at  t h at will  r u n a w a y fr o m t h e 
wi n d. ”

“ At  y o ur  h o m e ? ” M ul e k  w ar m e d  
all o v er i nsi d e. “ H a v e  y o u e v er  
b uilt  o n e  li k e it ?”

“ N a y,  y o u n g m a n.  It is o n e  of  
t h e t hi n gs a m a n  dr e a ms  a b o ut b ut  
n e v er  e x p e cts  t o s e e. T h er e  ar e  f e w 
w h o  c a n aff or d s u c h a v ess el as  
t his.”

“ L et  us  g o  at o n c e  a n d s e e t his 
m ar v el. ”

“ If y o u  c a n  s p ar e t h e ti m e.”
“ M y  f or e m ost.i nt er est,”  s ai d M u -

l e k, “ is t o g et  a b o at. Ti m e  is n ot  
i m p ort a nt.”

T h e  cr afts m a n  g a v e  or d ers  t o his  
st aff f or t h e c o n d u ct of t h e b usi -
n ess d uri n g his a bs e n c e, a n d t h e 
t w o s et off.

J t  w a s  n ot  a l o n g w al k.  O n c e  i n-
si d e A mr a m ’s h o us e,  w hil e  h e 

k e pt  his e y es r o vi n g all a b o ut t h e 
h o us e,  M ul e k  di d  n ot  r e q uir e a n y  
ti m e at all t o m a k e  u p his mi n d  
a b o ut t h e b o at. H e  g a v e  a n or d er  
at o n c e, a n or d er t h at t hr e w t h e 
b uil d er  i nt o e cst as y, n ot  al o n e b e -
c a us e of  t h e a m o u nt of  m o n e y  i n-
v ol v e d,  b ut  als o b e c a us e  of  t h e j o y 
h e  w o ul d  d eri v e  fr o m t h e e x e c uti n g  
of  it.

M ul e k  s e e m e d i n n o h urr y t o 
l e a v e. H e  s h o w e d a  s u d d e n i nt er est 
i n f ur nit ur e, a n d  w ell  h e  mi g ht  si n c e  
e v er yt hi n g i n t h e h o us e h a d  b e e n 
m a d e  b y  t h e m ast er  hi ms elf. M ul e k  
h a d  n e v er  s e e n a n yt hi n g  b ett er.  H e  
p ass e d fr o m r o o m t o r o o m, e x-
cl ai mi n g  o v er  t his arti cl e,  e x a mi ni n g  
t h at, pr aisi n g  still a n ot h er. At  l ast 
h e  f o u n d h er.

M ul e k  st art e d w h e n  h e  s a w h er  
a n d c o ul d h ar dl y  b eli e v e t h e e vi -
d e n c e  of  his  e y es. W as  t his s elf -
p oss ess e d  y o u n g  w o m a n  t h e bl us h -
i n g girl  of  t h e h er b  s h o p ? S h e  a p -
p e ar e d  t all er. H er  c o m pl e xi o n w as  
cl e ar; h er f e at ur es, e x q uisit e; h er  
f e et, s m all a n d fir ml y pl a nt e d;  h er  
h a n ds,  l o n g a n d  d eli c at el y  t a p eri n g. 
It w as  li k e M ul e k  t h us t o a n at o mi z e;  
h e  w as  a s p e ci alist i n s u c h t hi n gs.

S h e  w as  b e a utif ul!  M or e o v er,  s h e 
f a c e d t h e w orl d  wit h  t h e c al m c o n-
fi d e n c e of  a m at ur e  p ers o n. M ul e k  
w as  e ntr a n c e d a n d t ol d hi ms elf,  
w h e n  at l ast h e  w as  a bl e t o t hi n k, 
t h at s h e w as  r a vis hi n g.

W h e n  t h e y s p o k e c o urt e o usl y  
a n d  dist a ntl y  t o e a c h  ot h er,  t h e m a n 
w as  t h e m or e  c o nf us e d. H e  w h o  
us u all y t al k e d wit h  s u c h f a cilit y 
n o w dis c o v er e d t h at his t o n g u e 
c o ul d pl a y  hi m  tri c ks.

H e  as k e d  h er  a  f e w c o m m o n pl a c e  
q u esti o ns. H e  r e p ort e d h er  f a mil y 
as b ei n g w ell.  H e  t ol d of t h é 
pr os p erit y  of  h er  f at h er. H e  t h a n k e d 
A mr a m  f or his  c o urt e o us att e nti o n.  
T h e n  h e es c a p e d. It w as  n ot hi n g  
l ess t h a n fli g ht.

H e  h a d  m a n e u v er e d  r at h er w ell  t o 
s e e t h e girl  o n c e  m or e,  a n d  n o w  h e  
w as  r u n ni n g a w a y  fr o m h er  t o c ol-
l e ct his  t h o u g hts. H er  dir e ct  a n d  i n-
diff er e nt  attit u d e t o w ar d hi m  q uit e  
u n m a n n e d  hi m. S h e  h a d  a p p e ar e d  
n ot i n t h e l e ast i m pr ess e d wit h  
eit h er  his  n a m e  or  his  p ers o n.

O n c e  m or e  i n c o m m a n d of  hi m-
s elf, h e f elt a h ei g ht e ni n g of  t h at 
e x p e ct a n c y  h e  h a d  e x p eri e n c e d  u p o n  
l e a vi n g h er  f at h er's pl a c e  a  f e w d a ys  
b ef or e,  a n  e x p e ct a n c y  t h at di d  m u c h  
t o r est or e his  ol d-ti m e  e nt h usi as m,  
if n ot  his  ol d-ti m e  c o m pl a c e n c y.

I n t h e q ui et  of  his  gr e at  h o us e  b y  
t h e bl u e  e x p a ns e of  t h e s e a M ul e k  
s et a b o ut  t h e pl a n ni n g  of  o n e  of  t h e 
str a n g est c o urs es h e h a d e v er  
pl a n n e d,  t h e wi n ni n g  of  a w o m a n.

Lif e  w as  l o o ki n g b ett er  o n c e  m or e.
(T o  b e  c o nti n u e d)
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