
SCRIPTURE CENTRAL
https://scripturecentral.org/ 

Mulek of Zarahemla, Chapter II

Author(s): Jesse N. Washburn  
Source: Improvement Era, Vol. 51, No. 2 (February 1948) 
Published by: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
Page(s): 90–92

Abstract: This series is a novel based on the fictional character Mulek, an inhabitant of 
the city of Zarahemla during the war between Amalickiah and Moroni. The second part 
consists of chapter II.

Archived by permission.

Type: Magazine Article

http://byustudies.byu.edu/
https://scripturecentral.org/


MULEK

SYNOPSIS
Al u lek  and his servant, Omer, were 

hunting when Mulek was rushed by a 
raging boar and his leg severely injured be-
fore Omer could kill the wounded animal. 
¿4s he made his way back info the city of 
Zarahemla, he thought of the strange perver-
sity of fate that had put him who was en-
titled to be a ruler of the region in an inferior 
position. The sudden change from king to 
judge had effected the change. He loved 
Zarahemla and felt much pride in this city 
of his fathers. Indeed if was a city 
to be loved and honored. As he entered the 
city, he was amused to note that one of the 
priests, Shiblon, brother of Helaman, chief 
high priest over the church, was addressing 
a crowd. Mulek could not resist mocking 
him, asking whether he was indeed a proph-
et. Shiblon answered: "Thou hast asked 
whether I am a prophet, I will tell thee. If 
if be God's will, thou shalt know this thing 
when thou goest without friends to applaud, 
without resources for wickedness, sick in 
body and soul, humbled to the dust." Mulek 
shrugged his shoulders and limped away, 
thinking of Amalickiah, a man of tremen-
dous powers and winning manners who was 
stirring up widespread interest in a reform 
of government.

Cha pter  II

IN spite of his seeming eccentrici-
ties Mulek was a thoroughgoing 
Nephite. He was more intelli-

gent, perhaps, than the average, 
surely better educated. As a general 
thing the Nephites had leisure and 
an abundance of riches to enjoy. 
Their land and climate filled them 
with pride. In short, they relished 
life, and this was true of the young 
prince in an almost exaggerated 
degree.

On the morning after his hunting 
accident, however, Mulek found 
himself, contrary to his usual habit, 
in a bad frame of mind. His leg was 
sore and tender despite the tend-
ance that had been given it. He had 
slept badly and dreamed of hunters, 
preaching on the street, being at-
tacked by prophets with long tusks. 
The hours had brought no rest, and 
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by morning Mulek was weary and 
feverish. To pass the time he read. 
He bathed. He lolled about in his 
matchless gardens.

Late in the afternoon he heard 
sounds in the street, sounds of loud 
talking, of cheering, of people hur-
rying here and there. Curious, he 
determined to go for a short walk 
that he might make inquiries.

He hobbled into the house for a 
cane to help his sore leg bear some 
of his weight. He called his servants 
and gave orders. He called his 
favorite, the servant and companion, 
Omer, and cursed him roundly and 
tenderly because he was fond of 
him and because his leg hurt. He 
looked proudly at his gardens and 
flowers, and then shuddered from 
pure weariness of mind and body.

He went as far as the walk, just 
to see the people and hear their 
excited ejaculations, but he gave up, 
and a moment later turned back into 
the great house.

Still the call of the confusion was 
strong.

Mulek threw a cloak over his 
shoulders, a good thing to have 
along in case the sudden end-of-the- 
day chill found him still away from 
home. He hobbled into the street 
and began to mingle with the 
crowds. It was plain at once that 
something unusual was happening, 
for hardly anyone gave him notice. 
He heard a few snatches of con-
versation here and there, but not 
enough to make a connected narra-
tive.

In a few minutes his leg limbered 
up, and before long he found him-
self standing before an herb shop he 
had seen often. He turned inside, 
mindful of the medicine he was to 
use.

A young man and a pretty girl 
were standing together among the

pots and plants that filled the room. 
At his entrance they both looked 
up, and the girl moved away from 
her companion toward the door.

^at^er is not here’” told 
the visitor. “It is not like him 

thus to remain away from his busi-
ness. If you will be kind enough to 
wait a little while, or perhaps we 
can take to you that which you de-
sire.”

“It is nothing urgent,” Mulek 
made answer, observing the young 
girl with interest. “If your father 
does not return shortly, I can come 
again.” The girl smiled and went 
back to her friend. Mulek could not
take his eyes from her. She was 
very young but mature beyond her 
years. She was proud and eager. 
She moved with the unpractised 
grace of a wild thing.

Mulek’s musings were interrupted 
by the arrival of the master of the 
establishment, a businesslike mer-
chant named Jacob. He was fol-
lowed by a young man of about 
Mulek’s own age. Jacob inquired 
what Mulek wanted, and being told, 
set about its preparation. Mulek, 
impatient of the delay, turned to the 
man near him and asked concerning 
the activity in the streets.

Brightening up, the other told a 
strange story. In the park, not far 
from the temple, only that after-
noon, Moroni, the young chief cap-
tain of the armies of the Nephites, 
had exhibited his own cloak, ripped
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"Only that afternoon, Moroni, the young chief captain of the armies of the Nephites had exhibited his own cloak, ripped along the seams, and fastened to 
pole, a sort of banner.

along the seams and fastened to a 
pole, a sort of banner. On it an in-
scription signalized the Nephite’s 
love of God, home, and fatherland. 
Moroni called it the Title of Liberty.

“He called upon all to rise in de-
fense of liberty,” declared the man, 
a gleam in his eyes.

Mulek listened without a word, 
but his expression altered as the 
recital progressed. His self-disci-
pline forbade him to show his feel-
ings too clearly, but he was pain-
fully aware that his heart beat 
faster. A tingle in the small of his 
back increased to a sort of suffocat-
ing feeling in his neck and chest.

The dealer in herbs brought his 
compound. Mulek paid for it and 
turned away.

Out in the dusk he chose for his 
homeward journey a way that was 
little likely to be too crowded, and 
even as he did so, his uneasiness 
increased with the knowledge that 
he who had never failed to use the 
brightest streets was now fearing to 
meet people instead of hoping to 
meet them.

Two emotions were beginning to 
make themselves annoyingly per-
sistent, emotions that were new to 
Mulek. He began to wonder about 
Moroni whom he had considered a 
well-meaning but overrated favorite 
of the chief judge. Was it possible 
that after all the man might have 
something that he, Mulek, might 
emulate or at least envy? It was a
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strange thing for him to find in other 
men excellences that he did not pos-
sess. A small shadow of jealousy 
fell across the path of his mind.

Again, what would all this mean 
to Amalickiah and his conspiracy if, 
as he had begun to suspect, a genu-
ine conspiracy did exist? It was 
beyond doubt that Moroni knew 
something of it, and there was rea-
son to believe that his demonstra-
tion of that day had been an out-
growth of that knowledge.

Was there a shadow of fear 
alongside the shadow of envy? Was 
it that which made it so hard all at 
once for Mulek to breathe? He did 
not know. He had never had any 
reason to know the meaning of fear, 
to experience its sensations. His 
wealth, his position, his personal 
charm had always been more than 
enough to keep him beyond the 
threat of any serious danger.

Jt  was certain that he had not ex-
pected any such surprising de-

velopment as Moroni’s action when 
he began to associate himself with 
the treasonable project. Why had 
he listened to Amalickiah at all? For 
what does a man put himself into 
danger except the promise of re-
ward? What reward could possibly 
come to him who neither needed nor 
desired anything he did not possess? 
The chance of losing much or every-
thing was a heavy gamble indeed in 
comparison with the prospect of 

mere entertainment and novelty.
When he reached home, Mulek 

was handed two letters that had 
come during his absence. Both sur-
prised him and added to his agita-
tion. One was from Amalickiah, 
urging his presence that very night 
at a designated spot, the very men-
tion of which gave Mulek a severe 
shock. Something that had trans-
pired, the traitor wrote, made this 
urgently necessary. Mulek, knowing 
now what this something was, went 
cold inside.

The scented communication that 
accompanied Amalickiah’s court 
command brought, in its way, quite 
as much disquiet.

“Sweet Mulek, come to me im-
mediately, not waiting for so much 
as a change of cloaks, for I have 
that to report which touches you 
closely. Sarah.”

Mulek frowned, and a tremor 
shot through him. Events were pil-
ing up much too fast for his peace 
of mind, for his comprehension, in 
fact. He had long since ceased to 
wonder where the writer of that 
note learned all the things she knew. 
It was sufficient that she generally 
knew something worth his knowing.

“Come to me immediately.” He 
would go. From there he could go 
directly to Amalickiah’s secret meet-
ing place.

If anyone on earth could move 
him to sudden action or prevail upon 

(Concluded, on page 92)
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( C o n cl u d e d fr o m p a g e  9 1)  
hi m  t o d o  t h at w hi c h  h e  disli k e d,  it 
w as  t h e writ er  of  t h at s e c o n d l ett er. 
W hil e  b u c kli n g o n his s w or d, h e  
w as  t hi n ki n g a b o ut h er,  a n d as h e 
t h o u g ht, s o m e of  his  w orr y  l eft hi m.  
W h e n  h e  st e p p e d o ut  i nt o t h e fr es h 
air, h e  w as  fill e d wit h  pl e as ur a bl e  
a nti ci p ati o n.

H e  r e c all e d vi vi dl y,  as  h e  w al k e d  
t o w ar d h er  h o m e,  t h e cir c u mst a n c es  
u n d er  w hi c h  h e  h a d  first m et  h er.  
T h er e  h a d  b e e n  a p art y  at o n e  of  
his  h o m es  o n  t h e b a n k  of  t h e Si d o n,  
a  p art y  at  w hi c h  h a d  b e e n  i n att e n d -
a n c e  all  t h e y o ut h  a n d  b e a ut y  of  t h e 
cit y. M ul e k ’s att e nti o ns f or t h e m o-
m e nt  h a d  b e e n dir e ct e d t o w ar d a  
l o v el y bl a c k- h air e d littl e t hi n g 
n a m e d R e b e k a h,  w h o  h a d  alr e a d y  
b e g u n t o l os e h er  h ol d  u p o n hi m,  
t h us w h e n  S ar a h  a p p e ar e d, i n t h e 
c o m p a n y  of  a  y o u n g  s p orts m a n fr o m 
M a nti,  M ul e k ’s i nt er est w as  
ar o us e d.

S ar a h  h a d  b e e n  i n n o  w a y  r el u c-
t a nt, a n d R e b e k a h,  w h oll y  d e v ot e d  
t o M ul e k,  h a d  s e e n hi m g o  a w a y  
fr o m h er  b ef or e  h er  fri e n ds. S ar a h,  
t all, sl e n d er, s u p pl e, a n d e nti ci n g,  
h a d  t ur n e d t h e y o u n g  m a n ’s h e a d,  
a n d  fr o m t h at d a y  h e  h a d  h a d  e y es  
f or n o  ot h er. N eit h er  h a d  gi v e n  a  
m o m e nt ’s t h o u g ht t o R e b e k a h ’s 
s h a m e a n d s orr o w. I n tr ut h, S ar a h  
h a d  b e e n  as pr o u d  of  h er  tri u m p h 
o v er  t h e w o m a n  as  o v er  t h e m a n.

M ul e k  p ass e d t hr o u g h t h e 
str e ets,  h e  w as  s ur pris e d a n d  dis -

t ur b e d at  t h e n u m b er  of  fl a gs h e  s a w 
h a n gi n g fr o m wi n d o ws  a n d b al -
c o ni es. M or o ni ’s i d e a h a d  c ert ai nl y  
c a u g ht t h e i m a gi n ati o n of  t h e p e o -
pl e.

H e  w as  k e pt  w aiti n g  f or a  ti m e i n 
S ar a h ’s h o us e a n d b e c a m e i m p a-
ti e nt, u n a bl e t o a c c o u nt f or t h e 
w o m a n ’s f ail ur e t o m e et  hi m  at  o n c e.  
H e  w as  n ot  a c c ust o m e d t o a n y dif -
fi d e n c e o n  h er  p art. M or e o v er,  h e  
h a d  n o  ti m e f or d el a y  o n  t h at ni g ht.  
N or  di d h e  h a v e  a n y c al m n ess t o 
c o u ns el  p ati e n c e.

W h y  di d  s h e n ot  c o m e ?
W h e n  t h e w o m a n  e nt er e d,  h e  al -

m ost  g as p e d. Li k e  mist  b ef or e a  
wi n d  his  p et ul a n c e  dis a p p e ar e d. H e  
h a d  k n o w n  s h e w as  attr a cti v e; h e  
h a d  n ot  r e ali z e d b ef or e  h o w  r a vis h-
i n g s h e c o ul d b e, h o w alt o g et h er  
f as ci n ati n g s h e c o ul d m a k e  h ers elf  
a p p e ar  w h e n  s h e s o d esir e d.

S h e  w as  al m ost  as  t all as  h e. H er  
sil k e n g o w n  w as  t h e ut m ost  i n si m- 
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pli cit y. H er  d esir a bilit y  hit  hi m  li k e 
a bl o w.

“ Y o u  h a v e t a k e n a d v a nt a g e of  
m e, "  h e  c o m pl ai n e d. “ Y o u  b a d e  m e  
c o m e as I w as,  y et  I fi n d y o u  el e -
g a nt. Is n ot  t h at m ost  u nf air ? ”

“ D o  y o u  li k e m e  s o, M ul e k ? ” s h e 
as k e d.

“ M or e  t h a n a n yt hi n g  els e,  as  y o u  
alr e a d y  k n o w. ”

“ A n d  I li k e y o u  as  y o u  ar e.  W h at  
m or e  is t h er e t o b e  d esir e d ? ” W h at  
c o ul d h e a ns w er t o t h at ? As  h e  
p o n d er e d,  s h e w e nt  o n,  “ C o m e  a n d  
sit b y  m e. ”

“ N a y,  S ar a h, ” h e  a ns w er e d wit h  
a s h o w of d et er mi n ati o n. “ I m ust  
b e  a w a y at o n c e. ” A  hi nt  of  f e ar 
d ar k e n e d  t h e w o m a n ’s f a c e f or a n  
i nst a nt. T h e n  s h e c o n c e ntr at e d all  
h er e n er gi es o n  t h e t as k at h a n d,  
h o pi n g  mi g htil y  t h at h e  w o ul d  n ot  
n oti c e  h er  pr e o c c u p ati o n,  t h e t e ns e-
n ess  of  h er  m a n n er.

" S o s o o n ? ” s h e i n q uir e d. “ C a n  
y o u  n ot  e v e n  h e ar  t h at w hi c h  I h a v e  
t o s a y ? ” H e  w e nt  a n d s at b y  h er,  
e x c usi n g hi ms elf wit h  t h e pr et e xt  
t h at t h e m or e  h e  k n e w,  t h e b ett er  
a bl e  h e  w o ul d  b e  t o s er v e his  c a us e.

“ B e  bri ef,  I b e g  of  y o u. ”
“ L et  us  h a v e  a littl e wi n e  b ef or e  

y o u  d e p art. ” S h e  p ass e d  hi m  a  c o n -
t ai n er of  a m b er  li q ui d fr o m t h e b ot -
t o m of  w hi c h  ti n y b u b bl es  c o nti n u al -
l y fl o at e d u p. M ul e k  t o o k it, p o ur e d  
hi ms elf  a n d  h er  a  p orti o n,  a n d  dr a n k  
his. H a d  h e  b e e n  l ess d e e pl y  a b -
s or b e d, h e  w o ul d  H a v e  s e e n t h at s h e 
di d  n ot  dri n k,  a n d  t h at s o m e of  t h e 
f e ar l eft h er  d ar k  e y es.

S h e  b e g a n  t h e n t o t al k of  t h e h a p -
p e ni n gs of t h e aft er n o o n. M ul e k  
w as  s ur pris e d t o o bs er v e t h at al -
t h o u g h h e h a d alr e a d y h e ar d t h e 
st or y, h e  s o m e h o w h a d  n ot  h e ar d  it. 
I n n o  ess e nti al  m att er  di d  h er  r e cit al 
diff er  fr o m t h at gi v e n  b y  t h e str a n -
g er  w h o  h a d  pr o d u c e d  t h e first a c -
c o u nt of  t h e d a y ’s d oi n gs,  y et  s u c h 
w as  t h e ori gi n alit y  of  h er  f e mi ni n e 
mi n d  t h at h er  a c c o u nt  w as  q uit e  dis -
si mil ar. T h e  as p e cts t h at t h e m e n  
h a d  str ess e d s h e s e e m e d al m ost e n -
tir el y t o h a v e  miss e d.

It w as  a f as ci n ati n g v ersi o n  s h e 
g a v e. M ul e k  b e c a m e  s o e n gr oss e d  
i n S ar a h ’s r e p ort of  t h e a cti o ns of 
M or o ni,  t h at h e q uit e f or g ot his  
h ast e  t o b e  g o n e. H o w  h e  e n vi e d  
t h e m a n — n ot  his  t al e nts b ut  his  o p -
p ort u nit y! W h at  w o ul d  h e,  M ul e k,  
n ot  h a v e  d o n e  h a d  h e  b e e n  i n t h e 
ot h er ’s pl a c e!

H e  di d  n ot  r e ali z e it, b ut  S ar a h  
w as  lit er all y p utti n g  h er  h e art  i nt o 
h er  st or y. S h e  s p o k e wit h  vi vi d n ess  
a n d cl e ar n ess, q uit e wit h o ut  pr e -
t e ns e or  r h et ori c. S h e  w as  t al ki n g 
f or t h at w hi c h  m e a nt  m or e  t h a n 
a n yt hi n g  els e i n t h e w orl d  f or h er.  
J ust n o w  it w as  ti m e s h e n e e d e d,  
a n d  t h e i nt e nsit y of  t h at n e e d  m a d e  
h er  a c h e i nsi d e.

As  s h e t al k e d, s h e si p p e d li g htl y 
fr o m h er  gl ass,  a n d as s h e si p p e d,  
M ul e k  dr a n k,  m or e  a n d  m or e  fr e el y. 
H er  n er v o us n ess  b y  al m ost p er c e p -
ti bl e d e gr e es  p ass e d  off, a n d c ol or  
c a m e b a c k  i nt o h er  c h e e ks, a s mil e 
t o h er  c ar mi n e  li ps.

g E F O R E l o n g  M ul e k  w as  i nt e nt 
o nl y  o n  S ar a h's  r e p ort a n d t h e 

b ur ni n g  li q ui d i n his  gl ass. H e  b e -
g a n  t o g et  sl e e p y, t o n o d. A  d e e p  
fl us h o v ers pr e a d  his  f a c e a n d f or e-
h e a d. H e  h a d  s o m et hi n g t o d o  if 
o nl y  h e  c o ul d  r e m e m b er w h at  it w as.  
H e  b e g a n  t o m u m bl e.  His  t o n g u e 
w as  t hi c k; his li ps w er e  dr y. His  
e y es w e nt  s h ut, a n d  his  b o d y  li m p. 
H e  w as  asl e e p.

It w as  o nl y  t h e n t h at S ar a h  r e-
l a x e d f ull y a n d  s mil e d. S h e  l o w er e d 
his i n ert b o d y t o t h e c o u c h a n d  
si g h e d wit h  r eli ef. T o  dr u g  t h e wi n e  
of  t h e m ost  a c c o m plis h e d  dri n k er  i n 
t h e l a n d, t h e m ost  dis cri mi n ati n g  
p al at e,  w as  n o  s m all a c hi e v e m e nt.

S h e  l o o k e d d o w n  u p o n  his  u n c o n -
s ci o us f or m. His  f a c e fl us h e d, his  
li ps h e a v y  a n d dis c ol or e d,  his  n os -
trils dist e n d e d,  h e  w as  a n yt hi n g  b ut  
a  pr ett y  si g ht, b ut  t o h er  h e  w as  i n-
fi nit el y pr e ci o us.

L at er  t h at ni g ht s h e h a d hi m  
m o v e d  dis cr e etl y  t o his  o w n  h o us e 
a n d his o w n gr e at  b e d, a n d t h er e 
h e  l a y, w hil e  e v e nts  of  v ast  si g nifi-
c a n c e  t o hi m  a n d  all  ot h ers  w er e  t a k-
i n g pl a c e,  e v e nts i n w hi c h  h e  s ur el y 
h a d  t h o u g ht t o h a v e  a  p art.

S ar a h k n e w s h e h a d t a k e n a  
w o m a n ’s w a y,  n ot  a  m a n ’s, t o k e e p  
hi m  a w a y  fr o m d a n g er,  a n d  t h at h e  
mi g ht  h at e  h er  f or it. It w as  a ris k 
s h e h a d  h a d  t o t a k e. S o  l o n g as h e  
w as  ali v e, . s h e w o ul d  t a k e h er  
c h a n c es. S h e  h a d  a ct e d d eli b er at e -
l y. T h er e  h a d  b e e n  n o  ot h er  w a y.  
T o  pl e a d  w o ul d  h a v e  b e e n  f util e; t o 
c o m m a n d, f o olis h.

It h a d  b e e n  a  g o o d  ni g ht's  w or k.  
W h et h er  s h e w o ul d  h a v e  c a us e t o 
r e gr et it, o nl y  t h e f ut ur e c o ul d t ell.

( T o b e  c o nti n u e d )
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