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EDITORIAL NOTE

JN. Was hb ur n , the author of the
♦ serial Mulek, which commences 

in this issue of the Er a , has long been 
interested in the Book of Mormon. 
With his father, J. A. Washburn, he 
wrote An Approach to the Study of 
Book of Mormon Geography in 1939, 
proving himself to be an astute stu-
dent of this work. In the novel Mulek, 
the author has gone into the flora 
and fauna of the country where 
Mulek lived, as well as the char-
acteristics of men and women who 
made the action of the story assume 
a vigorous trueness to life. J. N. 
Washburn has been a teacher and 
knows what will interest people, and 
has proceeded from this knowledge to 
weave a fascinating story of Book 
of Mormon days.

Ch a pter  I

T
he  day was hot, with the copper 
sun beating down, and only a 
slight breeze stirring the air to 
give an illusion of coolness. Small 

clouds that floated occasionally be-
tween sun and earth gave a few 
moments of welcome relief.

Within the jungle, however, there 
was a delightful freshness where the 
age-old earth had hoarded its damp- 
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ness under a bed of dead leaves and 
branches, deposited there lavishly 
from year to year, century after cen-
tury.

On a narrow trail that seemed a 
stranger to the jungle fastnesses, so 
infrequent were openings of any 
kind, two men were moving, one just 
behind the other. From their man-
ner of walking it was clear that they 
were either hunting or being hunted, 
for they went slowly, carefully, 
looking always about them.

The one liehind was large and 
loose-limbed, a powerful fellow 
nearing middle age. He carried an 
ax, an indispensable implement since 
it was often necessary to cut a way 
through the undergrowth. The 
other, Mulek, the Zarahemlaite, 
was young.

Both were dressed in soft leather 
garments that protected them from 
the clutching fingers and greedy 
teeth of the forest. Their feet were 
shod in heavy sandals that kept 
them from the dampness of the 
ground. On their heads they wore 
brightly colored turbans, in strange 
and agreeable contrast with the 
somberness of the other parts of 
their costumes.

The young man carried in his 
hand a short, powerful bow to the
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string of which he had an arrow 
ready. It was plainly a hunting 
weapon for small game, suitable for 
use with a minimum of time and 
space. From his left hip hung a 
small sword of exquisite quality, 
workmanship, and design.

He moved so slowly that he 
seemed to go almost with the regu-
larity and rhythm of a dance. The 
man was looking closely into the 
dense brush that hid the ground. He 
was hunting with an intentness that 
was almost tense.

“There is no longer blood upon 
the trail,” the other said suddenly.

“So I had noticed, Omer. Our 
'»ame has taken to the cover of the 
underbrush. I fear we shall lose him, 
for it grows dark already within the 
shadows.”

J-Jar dly  had he spoken when there 
came an outburst that was nei-

ther a squeal nor a grunt though it 
had much of both. It shattered the
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silence. Although the men had been 
awaiting just such a cry, they were 
startled, it was so near and so wild. 
Mulek whirled as if without his own 
effort. For an instant the older man 
was rooted in his tracks.

From a clump of bushes at the 
foot of a large tree shot a living 
catapult.

It was a wild boar, not large, but 
ferocious beyond belief. His eyes 
were bloodshot; his mouth and jaws 
were brutally torn; his tusks, ugly 
and stained, were like the dull points 
of rusty weapons. From his thigh 
protruded the shaft of a broken ar-
row.

The servant swung with his ax as 
the animal charged, but missed, so 
sudden and terrifying was the at-
tack. The beast, mad with pain, 
struck Mulek on the leg, slashing 
open the legging and making an 
ugly gash in the flesh. Both man 
and brute lost balance and reeled. 
The boar plowed head foremost into
JANUARY 1948 

the rich dirt but came up instantly, 
his jaws black with earth.

Omer dared not use the ax again 
for fear of striking his master. The 
young man could not recover his 
equilibrium in time to make effective 
use of bow and arrow. Dropping 
them, he snatched expertly at the 
thin blade at his side. It seemed al-
most to anticipate his wish, it came 
away so quickly. The hunter met 
the oncoming beast with a deadly 
thrust. The sword passed entirely 
through the boar’s body from side 
to side, from shoulder to ribs. So 
fast was the animal coming, so pow-
erfully did he strike the earth that 
his body sprang along the shining 
sword until his snapping tusks 
flipped bloody foam on the man’s 
arm.

Mulek put out his hand against a 
tree to steady himself for a moment 
because of the strain on mind and 
body, the shock to nerve and flesh.

“You are wounded!” Omer 

rushed to his side. The youth smiled 
ruefully and regarded his ruined 
hunting suit and his bleeding leg.

“It is nothing,” he replied as he 
looked down at the carcass that still 
quivered and kicked at his feet. 
“Anyhow, it was worth it.” In a 
gesture of genuine admiration he 
touched the boar with his toe. “He 
was a fighter, with more courage in 
his heart than is to be found in many 
a man.”

The servant tore a strip from his 
undergarment and bound up the 
wound. It was, as the other had 
said, nothing, but it would cause 
considerable inconvenience and dis-
comfort before it could heal.

“That is the best we can do now,” 
the attendant observed when he had 
finished. “Later we shall require a 
physician.”

“Thank you, Omer. Gather up 
my things, and we shall be on our 
way. The day grows late.”

Qme r  withdrew the sword from 
the boar’s body, wiped it on the 

leaves and then on his own hunting 
suit, and handed it to his master. He 
picked up the ax, the bow and ar-
row, and the body of the boar, and 
prepared to set out for the city.

(Continued on page 24)
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( C o nti n u e d, fr o m p a g e  2 3)
M ul e k  a dj ust e d  his  cl ot hi n g,  tri e d 

a  c ar ef ul  st e p or  t w o o n  his  i nj ur e d 
l e g, a n d  m o v e d  off  t o w ar d t h e e d g e 
of  t h e wil d er n ess  t o t h e e ast.

A n d  w h at  a wil d er n ess  it w as!  
T h er e  w er e  tr e es of  e v er y ki n d  a n d  
si z e, of  e v er y a g e a n d c ol or, s o m e 
wit h  sli c k b ol es  a n d  ot h ers  wit h  b ar k  
li k e a  l a n ds c a p e, s o m e wit h  br a n c h es  
a n d l e a v es d eli c at e as l a c e w or k, 
tr e es t h at st o o d pr o u dl y  b y  t h e m-
s el v es, tr e es t h at h u d dl e d  t o g et h er 
i n a fri g ht e n e d f as hi o n. Br a n c h es  
a n d vi n es a n d s er p e nti n e cr e e p ers  
r a n c o nfi d e ntl y h er e a n d t h er e or  
f elt e x p eri m e nt all y  a b o ut. Fl o w ers,  
l o n g u n us e d  t o s u ns hi n e, s e e m e d n ot  
t o miss  it, f or t h eir h u es  w er e  bri g ht  
a n d e v e n g a y.

Bir ds  a n d a ni m als w er e  e v er y -
w h er e,  c o v ert a n d hi d d e n i n t h e 
pr es e n c e of t h e m ast er,  m a n,  or  
s cr e e c hi n g a n d  b ar ki n g  a n d  c h att er -
i n g n oisil y  a n d a n gril y at his i n-
v asi o n  of  t h eir h a bit at. Bir ds  wit h  
cr o o k e d f e et, wit h  bi g  bills  or  f a n-
t asti c all y s m all o n es,  wit h  g or g e o us  
pl u m a g e  or  d ull  as  e art h,  wit h  s o n gs 
t h at t hrill e d t h e h e ar er,  or n ois es  
t h at dis g ust e d  hi m,  l ar g e bir ds  a n d  
s q u a b b y bir ds, u gl y or gr a c ef ul —  
bir ds,  bir ds,  bir ds! T h e y  w er e  t h er e 
i n i n cr e di bl e n u m b ers  a n d  f or ms.

W h at  a  wil d er n ess  it w as!
T hr o u g h it, wit h o ut  i nt er est, 

wit h o ut  f e ar, wit h o ut  h ast e,  M ul e k  
of  Z ar a h e ml a  m a d e  his  w a y  t o w ar d 
his  h o m e.

It h a d  b e e n s ai d of M ul e k,  t h e 
y o u n g  h u nt er,  i n d eli g ht  a n d  i n d e -
s p air, i n pri d e  a n d i n a n g er, t h at 
t h er e w as  n o  o n e  els e  li k e hi m. H e  
w as  at  o n c e  t h e b est  li k e d, t h e m ost  
mis u n d erst o o d,  a n d t h e m ost  t h or-
o u g hl y disli k e d, t h e m ost  p o p ul ar,  
a n d t h e m ost  s h u n n e d a m o n g t h e 
l e gi o n of  t h os e w h o  k n e w  hi m. S e e -
i n g hi m f or t h e first ti m e c as u all y,  
o n e  w o ul d  h a v e  b e e n  s ur e h e  w as  
j ust p assi n g  fr o m y o ut h  t o m a n h o o d,  
a n d  t h at i m pr essi o n mi g ht  h a v e  p er -
sist e d h a d  n ot  o n e  n oti c e d  t h e d e e p  
a n d s e ar c hi n g q u alit y  of his e y es,  
e y es t h at k n e w  t o o m u c h  a n d h a d  
s e e n t o o m u c h  f or o n e  w h o  w as  still 
v er y  y o u n g  i n y e ars. H a vi n g  s e e n 
m or e  of hi m, n o o n e c o ul d h a v e  
d o u bt e d t h at h e  w as  m or e  t h a n a  
y o ut h  i n e x p eri e n c e.

His  o n e  p assi o n  i n t h e w orl d  w as  
t h e p urs uit  of  pl e as ur e. H e  li v e d f or 
t h e e nj o y m e nt  of  e a c h  mi n ut e  of  e v-
er y  h o ur  i n t h e li v el o n g d a y. W h at-  
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M U L E K  O F  Z A R A H E M L A
e v er w hi m  c a m e t o hi m h e  w o ul d  
gr atif y  if it pl e as e d  hi m t o d o  s o, 
w h et h er  it c a m e t o c h all e n gi n g a  
m a n,  o n  a n y  pr et e xt  w h at e v er,  or  n o  
pr et e xt  at  all,  or  gi vi n g  a w a y  pri n c e -
l y gifts. H e  w as  w h oll y  s elfis h, n ot  
i n t h e s e ns e t h at h e  i nj ur e d or  o p -
pr ess e d  ot h ers,  b ut  t h at w h et h er  h e  
g a v e  or  t o o k, it w as  f or t h e s atisf a c -
ti o n h e d eri v e d fr o m t h e a ct. H e  
d e ni e d hi ms elf n ot hi n g t h at pr o m -
is e d or  g a v e  a n y t hrill or  pr ofit  of 
a n y  d e gr e e  or  ki n d.

M or e o v er,  h e  w as  i n a  p ositi o n  t o 
f e e d his  d esir es. M ul e k,  t h a n ks t o 
t h e wis d o m  a n d p ositi o n  of  his  l at e 
f at h er, w as  i m m e ns el y w e alt h y,  wit h  
pr o p erti es  i n m a n y  p arts  of  t h e l a n d. 
H e  c o m m a n d e d  o n e  of  t h e gr e at est  
f ort u n es i n all t h e c o u ntr y of t h e 
N e p hit es.

M or e  t h a n t h at, h e  w as  a dir e ct  
d es c e n d a nt  of  t h os e first M ul e kit es,  
of t h at li n e of ki n gs f at h er e d b y  
Z e d e ki a h  of J er us al e m. H e  c o ul d  
tr a c e his  li n e a g e str ai g ht b a c k  t o t h e 
first M ul e k,  s o n of  Z e d e ki a h,  w h o  
h a d  c o m e fr o m t h e d o o m e d  J e wis h  
c a pit al.

g u T  f or a n  a c ci d e nt  of  hist or y,  t h e 
c h a n g e  fr o m ki n gs  t o j u d g es, h e  

mi g ht  e v e n  t h e n h a v e  b e e n  t h e r ul er 
of  his  n ati o n. His  disli k e  of  r es p o n-
si bilit y a n d w or k,  his  n at ur al  l a zi-
n ess,  a n d  his  a bs or pti o n  i n t h e q u est  
f or gr atifi c ati o n  k e pt  hi m fr o m b e -
c o mi n g m or e  pr o mi n e nt t h a n h e 
w as.

S o m et hi n g  of  all  t his w e nt  t hr o u g h 
M ul e k ’s mi n d  as h e  m a d e  his  w a y,  
p ai nf ull y a n d sl o wl y, h o m e w ar d  
fr o m his  h u nti n g, c h o osi n g f or his  
p ass a g e,  as al w a ys, t h e m ost  p o p u -
l ar t h or o u g hf ar es, f or h e  l o v e d t o b e  
s e e n.

As  h e a p pr o a c h e d t h e cit y of  
Z ar a h e ml a  fr o m t h e w est,  h e  c o ul d  
n ot  k e e p  his  t h o u g hts u p o n  his  i n-
j ur y n or  e v e n  u p o n  hi ms elf. S o m e -
t hi n g a b o ut  t h e cit y  h e  l o v e d al w a ys  
g a v e  hi m  a  s e ns e of  pri d e,  of  p o w er.  
It w as  t h e n o bl est cit y i n all t h e 
w orl d  of  w hi c h  h e  k n e w  a n yt hi n g.

Z ar a h e ml a,  c a pit al of  t h e l a n d of  
t h at n a m e,  w as  a pri n c el y  pl a c e  s et 
u p o n t h e br o a d sl o pi n g si d e of a  
m o u nt ai n ’s f o ot hills. It w as  li k e a  
r ar e g e m  i n a  pri c el ess  s etti n g, bril -
li a nt i n its b e a ut y,  l o o ki n g e ast w ar d  
t o t h e s e a. N e ar  its w alls  fl o w e d t h e 
sil v er Si d o n  o n  t h e e ast, a r a pi dl y 
wi d e ni n g  str e a m l at e fr o m t h e wil -
d er n ess  t o t h e s o ut h.

M ul e k  br o u g ht  hi ms elf  u p  s h ort,  
j er k e d r u d el y, as it w er e,  fr o m his  
c o nt e m pl ati o n of  t h e cit y. His  l e g 
w as  g etti n g  w ors e;  it w as  b e c o mi n g  
stiff a n d  e x c e e di n gl y p ai nf ul. S u p -
p os e  it l ai d hi m  u p  f or a  f e w d a ys  at  
h o m e!

P eris h  t h e t h o u g ht! W h at  w o ul d  
h e, M ul e k  of  Z ar a h e ml a,  d o,  c o n -
fi n e d t o his  h o us e  f or d a ys  o n  e n d ?  
H e  f o u n d it h ar d  e n o u g h  as a g e n -
er al t hi n g t o r e m ai n still or  i n o n e  
pl a c e  f or e v e n a f e w h o urs.

T h e n  a n e w  w orr y  c a m e t o hi m.  
H e  h a d  a n  e n g a g e m e nt  o n  t h at v er y  
ni g ht  wit h  s o m e a c q u ai nt a n c es, a  
m att er  t h at pr o mis e d  s o m e di v ersi o n  
of  a ki n d  h e  h a d  n e v er  h a d  b ef or e,  
a n d  h e  r ej e ct e d vi ol e ntl y  t h e t h o u g ht 
t h at h e  w o ul d  h a v e  t o miss  it, e v e n 
w hil e  h e  b e g a n  m or e  a n d m or e  t o 
f a v or his  t hr o b bi n g a n kl e.

^ m a li c k i a h , a  m a n  of  tr e m e n d o us 
p o w ers a n d wi n ni n g  m a n n er,  

wit h  s o m e fri e n ds, w as  stirri n g u p 
wi d es pr e a d  i nt er est i n a r ef or m of  
g o v er n m e nt. M ul e k  h a d  n o  c o n c er n  
w h at e v er  wit h  eit h er g o v er n m e nt  or  
r ef or m, b ut  h e  di d  l o o k wit h  a nti c -
i p ati o n u p o n  t h e pr o c ess  of  bri n gi n g  
a b o ut c h a n g es, if t his pr o c ess f ur-
nis h e d  hi m  e nt ert ai n m e nt.

As  h e  e nt er e d t h e cit y, li m pi n g 
n oti c e a bl y,  h e  c a m e u p o n  a g at h er -
i n g i n t h e str e et, a l ar g e gr o u p  of  
p e o pl e  w h o  a p p e ar e d  t o b e  i nt e ntl y 
i nt er est e d i n s o m et hi n g. I n a m o -
m e nt  his  pr a ctis e d  e y e  h a d  t a k e n i n 
e n o u g h d et ails t o e n a bl e hi m t o 
i d e ntif y t h e g at h eri n g. H e  s mil e d. 
T his  w o ul d  b e  f ull y as g o o d  as  o n e 
of  A m ali c ki a h ’s a d dr ess es  u p o n  t h e 
s u bj e ct of  t h e g o v er n m e nt.  H e  k n e w  
at o n c e  w h at  w as  h a p p e ni n g,  a n d  
h e  k n e w  als o  w h at  h e  w as  g oi n g  t o 
d o  a b o ut  it. H er e  w o ul d  b e  at  l e ast 
a  f e w mi n ut es ’ s p ort.

I n t h e c e nt er  of  t h e cir cl e of  m e n  
a n d  w o m e n  st o o d a f a mili ar fi g ur e, 
f a mili ar e v e n i n t h e l o w eri n g d us k,  
f a mili ar t o al m ost  e v er y o n e  i n all  t h e 
l a n d of  Z ar a h e ml a.  It w as  t h e pri est,  
S hi bl o n,  br ot h er  of  H el a m a n,  c hi ef  
hi g h  pri est  o v er  all t h e c h ur c h.

It w as  a c o m m o n aff air, M ul e k  
t ol d hi ms elf,  or  w o ul d  b e  u nl ess  h e  
c o ul d  r e d e e m it fr o m c o m m o n pl a c e -
n ess  b y  i nj e cti n g s o m e lif e i nt o it. 
H e  w o ul d  d o  his  b est.

H e  w or m e d  his w a y  wit h  littl e 
diffi c ult y  t hr o u g h t h e o ut er  fri n g e of  

( C o nti n u e d o n  p a g e  4 8)
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C E N T E N NI A L  Y E A R  I N A R G E N TI N A
{ C o n cl u d e d  fr o m p a g e  1 7)  

h e mis p h er e,  c o m e  t h e y o u n g  a n d  ol d  
ali k e t o p arti ci p at e  i n t h e a cti viti es  
of  t h e c o nf er e n c es  t h at l e a v e f or e v er 
i n t h e h e arts  of  all  t h e l o v e of  G o d  
a n d of  m a n,  w hi c h  c a n o nl y  c o m e  
t hr o u g h a k n o wl e d g e of t h e tr u e 
s pirit of  t h e p ur p os e. Li k e wis e  i n 
ot h er citi es s u c h as R os ari o,  L a  
Pl at a,  a n d P er g a mi n o  pr e p ar ati o ns  
t hr o u g h o ut t h e e ntir e M ut u al  y e ar  
h a v e  b e e n  c e nt er e d  ar o u n d  t h e c e n -
t e n ni al y e ar  a n d  cli m a x e d  wit h  t h eir 
p arti ci p ati o n at t h e b a n q u et, t h e 
v ari et y  pr o gr a ms,  v oll e y b all g a m es  
f or t h e girls,  b as k et b all  t o ur n a m e nts 
f or t h e f ell o ws, t h e cr o w ni n g  of  t h e 
q u e e n  at t h e G ol d  a n d Gr e e n  B all,  
a n d  t h e ot h er  a cti viti es  h el d  at  c o n -
f er e n c e ti m e. T al e nt e d  dir e ct ors,  
t a ki n g a d v a nt a g e of t his u ni q u e  
s pirit a n d c o o p er ati o n, h a v e pr e -
p ar e d  pr o gr a ms  t h at w o ul d  a d d  di g -
nit y  t o t h e st a g e of  a n y  t h e at er.

r e c e n t  t o ur w as  t a k e n t o t h e 
br a n c h es  of  Ri o  C u art o,  C or -

d o b a,  S a nt a  F e,  R os ari o,  a n d P er -
g a mi n o, its p ur p o s e b ei n g t o gi v e  
pr o gr a ms  i n t h e M ut u als.  C o m bi n e d  
wit h  m usi ci al  n u m b ers, s kits, a n d

M ul e k  of  Z a r a h e ml a
( C o nti n u e d fr o m p a g e  2 4)  

t h e cr o w d  a n d  i nt o t h e cl os er  pr ess  
n e ar  w h er e  t h e pri est  w as  st a n di n g.  
H e  w as  pl e as e d,  as  h e  al w a ys  w as,  
wit h  t h e p u bli c ’s r e a cti o n t o his  
pr es e n c e. S o m e p e o pl e al w a ys  
gr e et e d  hi m  w ar ml y,  or  at  l e ast wit h  
s mil es, pr o u d  of  his  a c q u ai nt a n c e  or  
fri e n ds hi p, or s e e ki n g his f a v or. 
Ot h ers  fr o w n e d u p o n  hi m,  t h eir dis -
a p pr o v al  as  pl ai n  as  t h e pl e as ur e  of  
t h e r est. M ul e k  di d  n ot  m u c h  mi n d  
t h e n at ur e  of  m e n ’s r e c e pti o n of  hi m  
s o l o n g as  t h e y n oti c e d  hi m.

S hi bl o n w as  r e a di n g fr o m t h e 
s cri pt ur e a n d di d  n ot  n oti c e  t h e i n-
t err u pti o n of M ul e k ’s c o mi n g.  
W h oll y  i nt e nt u p o n  his  m ess a g e,  t h e 
u ni v ers al  c o nfli ct  b et w e e n  g o o d  a n d  
e vil, t h e l a w of  o p p osit es,  t h e r el a-
ti o n of c a us e t o eff e ct, h e r e a d 
e ar n estl y  o n.  H e  l o v e d t h e s cri pt ur e,  
a n d  his  j o y i n it w as  e vi d e nt  i n t h e 
f er v e n c y of his  v oi c e  a n d t h e e x -
pr essi o n  of  his  f a c e.

His  v oi c e w as  l o w a n d f ull of  
f e eli n g.

“  ‘F or  it m ust  n e e ds  b e,  t h at t h er e 
is a n  o p p ositi o n  i n all  t hi n gs— ’ ”
4 8  

r e a di n gs, a p u p p et  s h o w w as  pr e -
p ar e d  b y  J os e p h A.  Fit z p atri c k,  d e -
pi cti n g  a st or y of  e arl y  pi o n e er  lif e 
i n Ut a h.  A n  esti m at e d  1, 8 0 0  p e o pl e,  
m ost  of  w h o m  w er e  i n v esti g at ors, 
s a w t his pr o gr a m.

A n ot h er  pr oj e ct  t o o k t h e missi o n -
ar y c h or us al o n g wit h  ot h er  n u m -
b ers, u n d er  t h e dir e cti o n  of  El d er  
a n d Sist er  L y m a n  S. S hr e e v e  of  
T u cs o n,  Ari z o n a,  t o t hr e e A m eri c a n  
s c h o ols, C oll e gi o  W ar d,  A m eri c a n  
Gr a m m ar  a n d Hi g h  S c h o ol, a n d  
Li n c ol n  S c h o ol,  w h er e  1, 4 0 0  gr a m -
m ar  a n d hi g h  s c h o ol st u d e nts wit -
n ess e d, as t h e y r e m ar k e d, o n e of  
t h e o utst a n di n g  pr o gr a ms  i n t h e his -
t or y of  t h eir s c h o ols, b esi d es  l e ar n-
i n g m u c h  a b o ut  o ur  missi o n ar y  p ur -
p os e  a n d  w or k.  T his  s a m e pr o gr a m  
w as  als o pr es e nt e d t o a c a p a cit y  
cr o w d of A m eri c a n  L e gi o n n air es  
w h o  i n vit e d t h e missi o n ar y  c h or us  t o 
t h eir a n n u al  b a n q u et,  si n c e m ost  of 
t h e el d ers ar e f or m er s er vi c e m e n.

O n e  of  t h e m ost,  r e c e nt s u c c ess es 
of  t h e y e ar  w as  o n  t h e e v e ni n g of 
t h e 1 1t h of N o v e m b er  w h e n  t h e 
b as k et b all  t e a m a n d t h e missi o n ar y  
c h or us w er e  i n vit e d as s p e ci al 
g u ests  t o c el e br at e t h e a n ni v ers ar y

“ G o o d  e v e ni n g, fri e n d S hi bl o n.  
H o w  is t h e missi o n ar y  b usi n ess  
t h es e d a ys ? ”

T h e  pri est l o o k e d u p, st artl e d. . 
W h e n  h e  s a w fr o m w h o m  t h e i nt er-
r u pti o n c a m e, h e  s c o wl e d wit h  dis -
pl e as ur e.

“ N a y,  M ul e k, ”  h e  r e pli e d st er nl y,  
“ I w a nt  n ot hi n g  t o d o  wit h  t h e e.”

“ H o w  is t his ?” M ul e k  as k e d  
s c or nf ull y. “ M a y  a  si n n er n o  l o n g er 
c o m e t o t h e c h ur c h  a n d  h o p e  t o r e-
c ei v e a  w el c o m e ? ”

“ T h o u  art n ot a si n n er o nl y, ”  
S hi bl o n a ns w er e d wit h  w ar mt h,  
“ u n w ort h y  s o n of  a w ort h y  f at h er. 
T h o u  s e e k est o nl y  t o m a k e  li g ht of  
t h at w hi c h  is h ol y,  a n d  t his f or t hi n e 
o w n  a m us e m e nt. ”

M ul e k  s mil e d. T h e  sit u ati o n w as  
t o his  li ki n g.

“ T his  l a w of  w hi c h  y o u  r e a d,” h e  
q u esti o n e d, “ is it a l a w of Z ar a-  
h e ml a ? ”

“ Y e a, ” t h e missi o n ar y  a ns w er e d  
e ar n estl y,  “ a n d  of  all  ot h er  n ati o ns.  
It is a  l a w of  G o d,  gi v e n  t hr o u g h his  
h ol y  pr o p h ets. ”

“ Pr o p h ets,  s a y y o u ? Ar e  y o u  a  
pr o p h et ? ”

“ N o  m a n  c a n  pr o p h es y  s a v e G o d  

of  t h e Cl u b  Gi m n a ci a  y  Es gri m a  d e  
B u e n os  Air es,  (t h e l ar g est cl u b i n 
S o ut h  A m eri c a  c o v eri n g  a  cit y  bl o c k  
a n d e xt e n di n g ni n e st ori es hi g h),  
a n d  p ut  o n  a n  e x hi biti o n b as k et b all  
g a m e  a g ai nst  o n e  of  t h eir first di vi -
si o n t e a ms, wit h  t h e c h or us si n gi n g  
t hr e e s o n gs d uri n g t h e h alf, a n d  
El d er  L el a n d  W a k efi el d,  o n e  of  t h e 
n e w est missi o n ari es  a n d a c o n c ert  
pi a nist,  pl a yi n g  t w o n u m b ers  o n  t h e 
pi a n o.  L os  M or m o n es  c a m e  o ut  wi n -
n ers i n all, si n c e t h e c h or us a n d  
pi a n o  n u m b ers  w er e  v er y  w ell  li k e d, 
a n d t h e b as k et b all t e a m w o n  b y  
f o ur p oi nts. A p pr o xi m at el y  ei g ht  
h u n dr e d  p ers o ns  w er e  at t h e g a m e  
a n d  h e ar d  t h e pr o gr a m.

Pr o gr a ms  of  t h e s a m e n at ur e  ar e  
s c h e d ul e d s o o n f or M e n d o z a,  T a n -
dil, a n d B a hi a  Bl a n c a,  i n cl u di n g 
t w o fift e e n- mi n ut e r a di o pr o gr a ms  
at t h e l att er cit y. T h es e  pr o gr a ms  
n ot  o nl y  a ni m at e t h e m ut u al  a cti vi -
ti es of e a c h br a n c h, b ut  als o h el p  
o ur missi o n ari es  i n t h eir tr a cti n g 
w or k,  a n d  h a v e  l eft i n t h e m e m ori es  
of  all a  m ost  e nj o y a bl e  a n d  i ns pir a-
ti o n al c e nt e n ni al  y e ar.

Pr esi d e nt  a n d Sist er  W.  Er n est  
Y o u n g  a n d  all t h e missi o n ari es  j oi n 
wit h  us  i n s e n di n g s al u d os fr o m t h e 
Ar g e nti n e  t o e v er y o n e.

p ut  i nt o his m o ut h  t h e t hi n gs h e  
s h all s a y. If G o d  i nstr u ct hi m,  t h e n 
is h e  a  pr o p h et. ”

“ N a y,  S hi bl o n,  y o u  d o  n ot  m e et  
t h e iss u e. I h a v e  as k e d  if y o u  ar e  a  
pr o p h et.  C a n  y o u  f or et ell t h e f ut ur e, 
t h at w hi c h  is t o c o m e ? C a n  y o u  pr e -
di ct w h at  I will  d o, or  t h es e m e n  
h er e ? ”

“ It t a k es n o  pr o p h et  t o t ell w h at  
y o u  will  d o, ” s ai d o n e  at his  si d e.

“ Y o u  ar e u n g o dl y  as  w ell  as u n -
m a n n erl y  t o i nt err u pt a s er vi c e i n 
t his m a n n er,  w h e n  y o u  s e e k n o g o o d  
p ur p os e, ” a n ot h er  s ai d t o M ul e k.

“ M a y  n ot  a  m a n  as k  a  q u esti o n ? ”  

“ N a y,  O m ni,  h e is e v er t h us.”  
S hi bl o n  t ur n e d his  t h o u g htf ul e y es  
f ull u p o n his t or m e nt or. “ T h o u  
g o est  a b o ut  wit h  n o  t h o u g ht b ut  t o 
pl e as e t h ys elf, t o stir u p  tr o u bl e. 
T h o u  s p e n d est t h y ti m e a n d s ust e-
n a n c e  o n  w ast ers  t h at t a k e d eli g ht  
i n ri b al dr y a n d  j esti n g.

“ T h o u  h ast  as k e d w h et h er  I a m  
a pr o p h et. I will  t ell t h e e. If it b e  
G o d ’s will,  t h o u s h alt k n o w t his 
t hi n g w h e n  t h o u g o est wit h o ut  
fri e n ds t o a p pl a u d,  wit h o ut  r es o ur c es 
f or wi c k e d n ess,  si c k i n b o d y  a n d  

( C o n cl u d e d o n  p a g e  5 3)
T H E I M P R O V E M E N T E R A



t h e Ur u g u a y a n  Missi o n.  Fr e d eri c k  
S.  Willi a ms  o £  S o ut h  G at e,  C alif or -
ni a,  a  v et er a n  missi o n ar y  a m o n g  t h e 
S p a nis h-s p e a ki n g  w orl d,  w as  s e-
l e ct e d as missi o n  pr esi d e nt. Pr esi -
d e nt  Willi a ms  s er v e d his  first mis -
si o n i n S o ut h  A m eri c a  i n 1 9 2 7,  l ess 
t h a n t w o y e ars  aft er  El d ers  M el vi n  
J. B all ar d,  R ul o n  S.  W ells,  a n d  R e y  
L.  Pr att  h a d d e di c at e d  t h at c o nti -
n e nt  t o t h e pr e a c hi n g  of  t h e g os p el  
o n  C hrist m as  D a y  1 9 2 5. Pr esi d e nt  
Willi a ms  r et ur n e d t o his h o m e i n 
1 9 2 9, b ei n g  c all e d a g ai n as pr esi -
d e nt  of t h e Ar g e nti n e  Missi o n  i n 
1 9 3 8,  s er vi n g u ntil  1 9 4 2.

Pr esi d e nt a n d Sist er Willi a ms  
l eft N e w  Y or k  f or t h eir fi el d of  l a-
b or  o n  A u g ust  1. T h e y  w er e  f ol-
l o w e d b y  t e n el d ers  i n O ct o b er.  Al -
r e a d y, wit h  a missi o n ar y  f or c e t h at 
i n cl u d es ni n et e e n el d ers a n d t h e 
pr esi d e nt  a n d his wif e,  m u c h  h as  
b e e n  a c c o m plis h e d. A  missi o n  h o m e  
a n d  offi c e  (t h e pi ct ur e  of  w hi c h  a p -
p e ars  as a n ill ustr ati o n f or t his ar -
ti cl e ) h as b e e n o bt ai n e d at C all e  
Brit o  d el  Pi n o  1 5 2 7,  i n M o nt e vi d e o,  
T h e  missi o n  h o m e is j ust t hr e e 
bl o c ks  fr o m t h e A m eri c a n  E m b ass y,  
a n d  is n e ar  a  b e a utif ul  p ar k  n a m e d  
i n h o n or of t h e alli e d n ati o ns of  
W orl d  W ar  I. H er e  t e n m or e  el d ers  
will  m a k e  t h eir h e a d q u art ers, ar -
ri vi n g i n t h e missi o n  e arl y  i n J a n u -
ar y.

T h er e  ar e n o w  t hr e e missi o ns  i n 
S o ut h  A m eri c a — Br a zil,  Ar g e nti n a,  
a n d Ur u g u a y,  e a c h f ull y st aff e d t o 
s pr e a d t h e g os p el  m ess a g e.

I m a gi n e! t hi s e x q ui sit e  B et s y  R o s s  S pi n et  d eli v er e d  
t o y o ur  h o m e  f or o nl y  $ 6 6. 3 0  D o w n! ... T h e  B al a n c e  

i n e a s y  m o nt hl y  p a y m e nt s.  N o w  y o u  t o o 
m a y  e nj o y  t h e ri c h f ull t o n e s, t h e e a s y  
c o ntr ol  a n d  t h e r o o m-filli n g v ol u m e  of  

t hi s, t h e w orl d' s  b e st  d oll ar-f or- d oll ar  
pi a n o  v al u e!  S e e  t h e B et s y  R o s s  t o d a y 

. . . e nj o y  it i n y o ur  h o m e  t o m orr o w!

M ul e k  of  Z a r a h e ml a
( C o nti n u e d fr o m p a g e  4 8)  

s o ul, h u m bl e d t o t h e d ust. I will  
s p e a k wit h  t h e e n o  f urt h er, t o w ast e  
m y  ti m e a n d  m o c k  G o d. ”

'J p H E y o u n g  pri n c e  s mil e d, s hr u g g e d  
his  s h o ul d ers, b e a m e d  u p o n  t h e 

g at h eri n g,  t ur n e d a n d  li m p e d a w a y  
i n t h e dir e cti o n  of  his  h o m e. If as  
h e  w e nt,  h e  n oti c e d  t h at n o  o n e  els e  
s h ar e d his  l e vit y, it w orri e d  hi m  n ot  
at  all.

H e  w as  pr o u d  of  hi ms elf.  H e  w as  
pr o u d  of  his  pl a c e  a m o n g t h e p e o -
pl e, of his a p p e ar a n c e t h at n o n e  
f ail e d t o o bs er v e,  pr o u d  of  his  n a -
ti o n, his  w e alt h,  his  b e a utif ul  h o m es. 
H e  w as  pr o u d  of  his  cit y, its l a ws 
t h at h e  fl o ut e d, pr o u d  of  t h e j u d g es 
h e l a u g h e d at, a n d t h e pri ests of  
w h o m  h e  m a d e  li g ht.

(T o  b e  c o nti n u e d)
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