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Martin Harris and the Book of Mormon
[The following is a statement of William Waddoups, second counselor 

to Alma Merrill, President of the Benson stake, made at the April confer-
ence of the Benson stake at Lewiston, Utah, and also at the grave of Martin 
Harris, Clarkston, Utah, Saturday, April 20, 1918. Present as visitors at the 
conference who heard the statement were Elder Richard R. Lyman, of the 
Council of the Twelve, and President Joseph W. McMurrin, of the First 
Council of Seventy, the latter at the time making a stirring address on the 
labors performed by Martin Harris.—Editors.]

Edward Stevenson was sent back East to get Martin Harris. 
One week after the arrival of Edward Stevenson with Martin 
Harris, in Salt Lake City, Elder Anson Call asked me if I de-
sired to see and meet Martin Harris. I went to Salt Lake City 
where I found Brother Anson Call and he introduced me to 
Martin Harris.

To me Martin Harris said: “Sit down on that couch.” I 
sat on the couch as instructed, while Martin Harris stood on 
the opposite side of the room. Martin Harris then spoke to me 
as follows:

“Young man, I had the privilege of being with the Prophet 
Joseph Smith, and with these eyes of mine,” pointing to his 
eyes, “I saw the angel of the Lord, and I saw the plates and the 
Urim and Thummim and the sword of Laban, and with these 
ears,” pointing to his ears, “I heard the voice of the angel, and 
with these hands,” holding out his hands, “I handled the plates 
containing the record of the Book of Mormon, and I assisted 
the Prophet in the translation thereof. I bear witness that 
this testimony is true.”

Martin Harris was at that time but a combination of bones 
and skin. He was extremely thin. Holding out his hands he 
said:

“When I was faithful in the Church I was a fleshy, 
healthy, robust man, and what you see left of me is the fruits 
of apostasy. Young man, always be faithful and obedient to 
the presiding priesthood, and you will always be safe.”

(Signed) William Waddoups.

The following testimony of the Book of Mormon, heretofore 
printed, was given at Clarkston, Utah, by Martin Harris in July, 
1875:

“Brethren, I believe there is an angel here to hear what I 
tell you and you shall never forget what I say. The Prophet 
Joseph Smith, Oliver Cowdery, David Whitmer and myself
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went into a little grove to pray to obtain a promise that we 
should behold the plates with our natural eyes that we might 
testify of it to the world. We prayed a time or two and at 
length an angel stood before David and Oliver and showed 
them the plates, but behold, I had gone by myself to pray and 
in my deepest distress I asked the Prophet Joseph Smith to 
kneel down with me and pray for me that I may also see the 
plates. He did so and immediately the angel stood before me 
and said, ‘Look.’ When I gazed upon him I fell to the earth, 
but I stood on my feet again and saw the angel turn the golden 
leaves over, and I said, ‘That is enough. My Lord, and my God.’ 
Then I heard the voice of God say: ‘The Book translated from 
those plates is true and translated correctly.’ ”

The Book of Mormon an Evidence in 
Itself of its Divinity

By Dr. Geo. H. Brimhall, President-Emeritus, Brigham Young University, 
and Member of the General Board Y. M. M. I. A.

When the sage declared the endlessness of the writing of 
books, he had no cause for complaint. For books are soul fruit, 
some bitter and some sweet, some poisonous but many are whole-
some. Books are subject to the great law “the fittest survive.” 
And the fittest in a truth-seeking age is that which contains the 
most truth. The average volume is short lived. It is common 
knowledge that books become out of date almost as quickly as 
clothes go out of style. There are some books, however, that 
have endured for ages and interest in them has grown as time 
has passed. In this class we claim place for the Book of Mor-
mon. Nearly a century has passed since the first edition was 
printed. And the sale of the last edition, but recently published, 
was beyond the expectations of the most hopeful. In fact, each 
edition of the Book of Mormon has received warmer welcome 
from the reading public than have the preceding ones.

The history of the Book of Mormon has paralleled the his-
tory of Christianity in a most striking way! The coming forth 
of each was accompanied by the visitation of an angel.

Each was compelled to meet attempts to destroy it in early 
life.

The champions of each were put to death with the hope of 
terminating the cause of the conflict each occasioned.




