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Appendix C

MS HUNTINGTON 388

The following is a transcribed Arabic extract from the MS Huntington 388, Ibn Bishr’s Al-
Mubtada’, which is housed in the Bodleian Library at Oxford. Because this text has not yet
been published in Arabic, we have felt it necessary to provide this transcription in order
to make the text more accessible to the Arabist. In some instances, the script was difficult
to read, creating the possibility that some errors may have occurred in this transcription.
The folio numbers correspond as closely as possible to the translated portion contained in
the Muslim section of this volume. We have no record of the provenance of this manu-
script, its dating, or its dimensions. However, it was likely produced in the late Middle Ages.

Title
Al-Mubtada’ al-dunya wa-qisas al-anbiya® (The Beginning of the World and the Stories of the
Prophets)

Author
Ishag Abt Hudhayfa ibn Bishr al-Qurashi (d. A.H. 205/A.p. 821)

General description:

Folia: 200

Lines: 17

Contents:
1. Ff. la-2b: Table of Contents, Title Page, and Introduction
2. Ff.2b-18a: Beginning of the Creation (Chapter 1)
3. Ff. 18a-30a: Description of Heaven and Hell (Chapter 2)
4. Ff. 30a—40b: Story of the Creation of the Earth (Chapter 3)
5. Ff.41a-73a: Story of Adam and Eve (Chapters 4-8)
6. Ff.73a-78a: Story of Cain and Abel (Chapter 9)
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10.
11.
12
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22
23,
24.
25.
26.
27
28.
29.

Ff. 78a-81b:
Ff. 81b-95b:
Ff. 95b-99b:
Ff. 99b-114b:
F. 114b:

Ff. 115a-115b:

Ff. 115b-116b:
Ff. 116b-140a:
Ff. 140a-151b:
Ff. 151b-157a:
Ff. 157a-160b:
Ff. 160b-168a:
Ff. 168a-170b:
Ff. 170b-186b:
Ff. 186b-190b:
Ff. 190b-191b:
Ff. 191b-203b:
Ff. 203b-209b:
Ff. 209b-214a:
Ff. 214a-216a:
Ff. 216a-218b:
Ff. 219a-219b:

F. 220a:

The Speech of Adam (Chapter 10)

Story of Enoch (Chapter 11)

Story of Harat and Marat (Chapter 12)
Story of Noah (Chapter 13)

Burial of Adam (Chapter 14)

Story of the Berbers (Chapter 15)

Story of Ham . . . Son of Iblis (Chapter 16)
Story of ‘Ad and Hud (Chapter 17)

Story of Thamud and $alih (Chapter 18)
What the Poets Say (Chapter 19)

Story of Nimrod Son of Canaan (Chapter 20)
Story of Abraham (Chapter 21)

What Happened to Abraham in the Fire
Story of Dha al-Qarnayn

Abraham Travels to Palestine (Chapter 22)
Announcement of Isaac (Chapter 23)
Story of Lot (Chapter 24)

Story of Building of the Ka‘ba (Chapter 25)
Abraham’s Sacrifice of Isaac (Chapter 26)
Death of Abraham (Chapter 27)

Ishmael and Isaac (Chapter 28)

Graffiti

Prayers and Blessings
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