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[CONTINUED FROM PAGE 419.] ;

The historian Clavigero, as quoted
by Prof. Short, on p. 204, says:  The
Chiapanese have been the first peoplers
of the New World, if we give credit
to. their traditions. They say that
Votan, the grandson of that respect-
able old man who built the t ark
to save himself and family from the
deluge, and one ‘of those who under-
took the building of that lofty edifice,
which was to reach up to heaven, went
by express command of the Lord to
people that land. They say also that
the first people came from the quarter
of the north, and that when they ar-
rived at Soconusco, they separated,
some going to inhabit the country of
Nicaragna and others remaining at
Chiapas.” Prof. Short, on same page,
commenting upon this and other
- writings of Clavigero, says : “Accord-
ing to this tradition, Votan came from
the East, from across the sea, by
divine command, to apportion the
land of the new continent to seven fa-

milies which he brought with him.”
Regarding this colony coming in from
the east, and not from the west, we
may have something to say hereafter.
It appears to be a matter about which
authors differ greatly; and in tracing
the arrival of subsequent colonies, we
may have occasion to give some views
upon the subject.

We shall now turn our attention to
the Book of Mormon for testimony
confirming the historic quotationg
made in this article, and tending
to establish the divine origin of that
sacred book : - :

“ Which Jared came forth with his
brother and their families, with some -
others, and their families, from the

t Tower, at the time the Lord
confounded the language of the peoEIe*
and sware in his wrath that they
should be scattered upon all the face
of the earth; and according to the
word of the Lord the 1;anpla were
scattered. And the brother of Jared
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being a large and mighty man, and | And it came to pass that the Lord did

being a man highly favored of the
Lord ; for Jared gis brother said unto
him, cry unto the Lord, that he will
mnot confound us that we may not un-
derstand our words. And it came to
pass that the brother of Jared did cry
unto the Lord, and the Lord had
compassion upon Jared ; therefore He
did not confound the language of
Jared ; and Jared and his brother
were not confounded. * ¥ ¥
And it came to pass that the brother
of Jared did ery unto the Lord, and
the Lord had. compassion upon their
friends, and their families also, that
they were not confounded. * * *
And it came to pass that the Lord
did hear the brother of Jared, and had
compassion upon him, and said unto
him : go to and gather together thy
“flocks, both male and female, of every
kind ; and also of the seed of the
earth of every kind, and thy families;
and also Jared thy brother and his
family : and also thy friends, and
their families, and the friends of
Jared and their families.” — Book
of Ether, chap. i, 33, 34, 35, 37, 40
and 41.

“And it came to pass that Jared,

and his brother, and their families,

and also the friends of Jared and his
brother and their families, went down
into the valley which was northward,
{and the name of the valley was Nim-
rod, being called after the mighty
hunter,) with their flocks which they
had gathered together, male and
female, of every kind. And they did
also lay snares and cateh fowls of the
air, and they did also prepare a vessel,
in which they did carry with them the
fish of the waters ; and they also carry
with them Deseret, which, by inter-
Bret.at.lon, is a honey bee ; and thus

id they carry with them swarms of
bees, and all manner of that which
-‘was upon the face of the land, seeds
of e kind. And it came to pass
that when they had come down into
the valley of Nimrod, the Lord came
down and talked with the brother of
Jared ; and He was in a cloud, and
the brother of Jared saw him not.

And it came to S:::a that the Lord
commanded them that they should go

forth into the wilderness, yea, into that
quarter where never had man been.

go before them, and did talk with
them as He stood in a cloud, and gave
directions whither they should travel
And it came to pass that they did
travel in the wilderness, and did build
barges, in which they did cross many
waters, being directed continually by
the hand of the Lord. Aud the Lord
would not suffer that they should stop
beyond the sea in the wilderness, but
He wonld that they should come forth
even unto the land of promise, which
was choice above all other lands, which
the Lord God had preserved for a
righteous people.” — Book of Ether,
chap, ii, 1—7.

In the third chapter and third verse
of same book, we find this Janguage :
“ Behold, O Lord, thou hast smitten
us because of our iniquity, and hath
driven us forth, and for this many
years we have been in the wilderness;
nevertheless thou hast been mercif
unto us.” The first verse of the same
chapter mentions esght as being the
number of vessels built by divine
command, and in which this colon
crossed the great deep. The aixtg
chapter gives a detailed account of
their entering these barges, which
were the length of a tree, with their
families, animals, fowls, food, seeds,
etc., and the Lord caused a furious
wind to blow unceasingly towards the
promised land. * And thus they were
driven forth, three hundred and forty
and four days upon the waters ; and
they did land upon the shore of the
prowised land.” '

Thus we have traced the migrations
of this small colony from the Tower
to America, as they journeyed under
the direction of the Almighty; and
will conelude this article with a brief
comparison of the two accounts, Jo-
sephus says that Nimrod was @
mighty man, the grandson of Ham ;
the Book of Mormon speaks of the
brother of Jared and his companions
going down into a valley of that name
called after the mighty hunter. Jose-
phus speaks of ships in which some
crossed over the sea, when God scat-
tered the peeple everywhere from
the Tower, and led them whitherso-
ever He willed. We have seen that
the colony of Jared’s brother used
eight barges or vessels in which to
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cross the great deep. Most writers on
Ameriean antiquities say seven, but
the historian, Franciseo Espinosa,
states the number as being eight.
The Book of Mormon quotations made
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people. Votan, it is stated, was a
grandson of Noah, and came by
express command of the Lord to the
yeuple of this land. The brother of
ared did the same ; pleading with

in this article, refer to animals, fowls, ' the Lord not to confoand the language

fishes, bees, etc., and to seeds of every |

kind being gathered together by com-

mand of the Lord, Boturini, on page = do
states | tained one language, being not con-

one hundred and twenty-si

of Jared, or their friends and families.
The seven families, being the same,
doubtless; whom Votan led, main-

that the seven families wandered a founded. They formed one company

lony time in Asia, carrying with t.hemzi ,

seeds, corn, beans, peppers, ete., an

that their families increased in num-

bers during their journeyings. Book of
Eth r (chap, vi, 16) says: * And the
friends of Jared and his brother, were
in number about twenty and two
sonls ; and they also begat sons and
daughters before they came to the

romised land ; and therefore they
gug:m to be mani.” The extract,
from Kingsborough, states that the
manuscript of the primitive Indians
refers to the Tower as the * Great
Wall,” which the lord of the “ hollow

iece of wood” saw, when it was being

uiit, and beheld with his own eyes

the confusion of the language of the '

and traveled together many years
(104), over rivers, mountains and arms
of the sea. So did the colony led b
Jared’s brother, who was in the wil-
derness many years aud built barges
to cross many waters. If the records
of the Indians, which survived the
vandalism of the Roman Catholic
who followed in the wake of the
Spanish conquerors, are reliable, and
form, when combined with the tradi-
tions of the primitive inhabitants of
the land, a chain of facts like those
produced even thus far in this series
of articles, then who can consistently
deny the divine origin of the Book of
Mormon 1—* Contributor.”

“OBJECTIONABLE FEATURES/”
— (e
[cONCLUDED FROM PAGE 431.]

Instances might be multiplied to
prove the existence of the gifts among
the Saints, such for instance as the
case of a certain man named Agabus,
who had the gift of prophecy, of
whom we in the Acts of the
Armtlea. chapter xxi, 11—13: “ And
when he was come unto us, he took
Pau'’s girdle, and bound his own
hanis and feet, and said, Thus saith
the ioly Ghost, So shall the Jews at
Jerusalem bind the man that owneth
this girdle, and shall deliver him into
the hiands of the Gentiles. And when
we heard these things, both we, and
they of that place, besought him not
to go up to Jerusalem. Then Paul
answered, What mean ye to weep and
to break mine heart ? for I am ready
not to be bound only, but also to die
at Jerusalem for the name of the Lord
Jesus.” This is the same prophet
who had previously foretold the great

dearth which came to pass in the days
of Claudius Cesar ; Acts xi, 27, 28;
“And in these days came Erophets
from Jerusalem unto Antioch. And
there stood up one of them named
Agabus, and signified by the spirit
that there should be great dearth
thronghout all the world: which
came to pass in the days of Claudius
Casar.” We also read in Acts xxi, 8,
9, that Philip the evangelist had four
daughters, virgins, who possessed the
gift of prophecy : * And the next day
we that were of Paul’s company de-
parted, and eame unto Ceesarea : s_qd
we entered into the house of Philip
the evangelist, which was one of the
seven ; and abode with him. And
the same man had four daughters,
virgins, which did prophesy.” Stephen
also who, like Phin. was one of the
lesser priests, and not an apostle, saw
at the time of his martyrdom *“the





