BOOK OF MORMON CENTRAL
https://bookofmormoncentral.org/

Type: Magazine Article

Independent Faith

Author(s): Alma O. Taylor
Source: The Young Woman's Journal, Vol. 23, No. 1 (January 1912), pp. 9-11
Published by: Young Ladies’ Mutual Improvement Association

Abstract: Relates his conversion relative to the Book of Mormon and explains how he
applied the instructions to Oliver Cowdery to himself (D&C 8-9) when he was
commissioned to translate the Book of Mormon into Japanese.

This item is in the public domain.


http://bookofmormoncentral.org/







INDEPENDENT FAITH. 1

took no thought, save it was to ask
me; but, behold, I say unto you, that
you must study it out in vour mind;
then you must ask me if it be right,
and if it is right, I will cause that your
bosom shall burn within you; there-
fore, you shall feel that it is right.
But if it be not right, you shall have
no such feelings, but you shall have a
stupor of thought that shall cause you
to forget the thing that is wrong:
therctore. ye cannot write that which
is sacred, save it be given you from
me-ll

This telling, by the Lord, through
the Holy Ghost unto the mind and
heart of the translator, this burning
of the bosom within when the trans-
lation is correct, and the absence of
the Spirit’s burnings and the ap-
pearance of a stupor of thought
when the translation is erroneous,
are the witnesses, silent and faith-
giving, which T learned to seek
rather than any miraculous power.
Perhaps my desires were righteous,
as God, through His Spirit, did re-
veal the meaning of His word to
me, and cause, at times, my hosom
to burn with peace and satisfaction.
and again, at times, to he irritated
with doubt and questions. And these
unpeaceful, dissatisfied feelings
were not always easily replaced with
the burning bosom. Sometimes
long months and vears of praver,
deep study and earnest research
were necessary hefore the satisfving
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witness of the Spirit came. These
operations of the Spirit upon me
and my work gave greater inde-
pendence to my faith and increased
the light of my understanding.

Aside from this, there was an-
other way in which my faith was
intensified. Often, when translat-
ing the sermons in the Book of
Mormon or when studying the nar-
rative of the remarkable incidents
in the history, I have entirely for-
gotten the translation work, and
have been so completely drawn to
the scene of the text, that [ seemed
to experience the very presence and
spirit of the characters. Especially
in the consideration of sermons up-
on Gospel principles, was I favored
with the Spirit’s light to the extent
that unbidden tears of jov and grat-
itude often filled my eves, and an
imperishable conviction of the truth
and divinity of the record was en-
graved into my very being. The re-
sult is that I do no longer feel de-
pendent upon the testimony of any
human being for my faith in the
Book of Mormon—1I know that the
Holy Ghost has born me direct wit-
ness, and all questions as to the how
of the original translation, and the
wherefore of this or that in relation
to the coming forth of the record
are lost in the vision of the glorious
reality of it all.
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