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The Apostle Paul declared:
“God, . . .
“Hath in these last days spoken unto 

us by his Son, whom he hath appointed 
heir of all things, by whom also he 
made the worlds;” (Heb. 1:1-2.)

And in the eighth verse of the same 
chapter he said:

“But unto the Son he saith, Thy 
throne, O God, is for ever and ever: a 
sceptre of righteousness is the sceptre 
of thy kingdom.” (Ibid., 1:8.)

It is doubtful if his divinity, his 
power, and his leadership were ever 
challenged with such audacity and 
ferocity as they are being challenged 
now. Never in history have the com-
mon people of the world felt the need 
of divine leadership as they feel it in 
this bewildered world. There never 
was a time which needed him more, 
as false ideologies and scientific miracles 
are leading the world to the brink 
of annihilation.

There are men and nations today 
who are attempting to displace God, 
to ban religion, and to make this a 
godless world. The present war between 
Christ and anti-Christ is in fulfilment 
of prophecy and is itself a harbinger 
or forerunner of the millennium.

We plead with all Christians every-
where to attest their faith in him by 
keeping his commandments. His work 
of redemption is not complete nor will 
it be until his gospel is written in the 
lives and hearts of men. The fact that 
he was resurrected from the dead—the 
best attested fact in history—assures us 
that he still lives. He has promised 
that he will come again. All who read 
the prophecies of scripture and note the 
signs of our own times must be con-
vinced that we are living in the last 
days, that the great events foretold by 
the prophets have been and are being 
enacted on the stage of contemporary 
history. Let us recognize in current 
events the portents, or prognosis of the 
great finale.

John, while on the Isle of Patmos, 
saw in vision things to come; heard 
ten thousand angels singing praises to 
the Son of God. And they joined with 
every creature in earth and heaven—all 
with one accord were saying:

“. . . Blessing, and honour, and glory, 
and power, be unto him that sitteth 
upon the throne, and unto the Lamb 
for ever and ever.” (Rev. 5:13.)

And he saw another angel flying in 
the midst of heaven, saw him bring to 
earth the gospel for every nation, kin-
dred, tongue, and people. He saw the 
lake without a bottom, and the dragon 
bound with chains, saw one thousand 
years of concord, peace, and rest. And 
he saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, 
coming down from God out of heaven, 
with his earthly kingdom to be joined.

Then he saw the small and great ones 

stand before the throne of God to be 
judged out of the records, each accord-
ing to his merits. Death and hell re-
leased their captives, and the sea gave 
up its dead, while the angels sang 
hosannah to the Prince of Peace, 
their Lord.'

We bear humble testimony that Jesus 
of Nazareth is the Savior and Redeemer 
of the world and that he will return 
and reign personally upon the earth. 
At that time the people on the earth 
will join with the hosts of heaven and 
sing: “The kingdom of this world is 
become the kingdom of our Lord, and 
of his Christ: And He shall reign for 
ever and ever, King of Kings, and Lord 
of Lords.” (Handel, George Frederick, 
The Messiah.) This testimony we bear 
to all the world in the name of Jesus 
Christ. Amen.

“I WILL 
GO 

AND DO 
THE 

THINGS . .
President N. Eldon Tanner

Of the First Presidency

My beloved President David O. McKay, 
President Brown, and brothers and 
sisters: It is with great difficulty and a 
feeling of deep humility that I stand 
before you in response to this high 
honor and heavy responsibility that has 
been bestowed upon me, one of thy 
most humble servants, the weakest and 
least prepared of all. I humbly pray 
that the spirit and blessings of the Lord 
will attend me as I stand before you 
this morning.

I am sure that my call to this position 
must have been a shock to many of you, 
as it is to me. It is certainly another 
evidence of the fact that God moves in a 
mysterious way, his wonders to perform.

Only because these, my colleagues, 
have such a strong testimony that we 
are led by a prophet of God can they 
sustain me in this position. I humbly 
pray that as they sustain the prophet 
in his decision that they, knowing my 
weakness, will continue to pray for me 
and give of their strength which I need 
so badly, and with that assurance, my 
brothers and sisters, I can humbly say as 
did Nephi of old:

“I will go and do the things which
♦Address delivered Friday morning, October 4, 1963. 

the Lord hath commanded, for I know 
that the Lord giveth no commandments 
unto the children of men, save he shall 
prepare a way for them that they may 
accomplish the thing which he com- 
mandeth them.” (1 Nephi 3:7.)

I humbly thank you all for your con-
fidence and sustaining vote, and pledge 
to all of you and to these, my brethren 
and colleagues, whom I love so much, 
and whom I sustain with all my heart, 
and to you, President McKay, as the 
Lord’s representative, and to God him-
self, everything with which the Lord 
has blessed me for the building up of 
the kingdom of God.

I thank God for my loyal and devoted 
wife and family whom I love so much 
and who have always sustained and 
strengthened me with their inspira-
tion, loyalty, faith, and prayers and 
who will continue to sustain me in this 
new calling.

I thank my Heavenly Father for the 
wonderful privilege that I have had of 
associating with these fine men, for the 
influence they have had in my life and 
for the encouragement and strength they 
have given me. And I thank God for the 
signal privilege I have had of associating 
so closely with, and feeling the great 
spirit and influence of, our beloved Pres-
ident David O. McKay. All that has 
been written and said about him, as 
he has just passed his ninetieth birthday, 
does not and cannot portray the great-
ness of him who has been chosen as a 
prophet of God and who is now Presi-
dent of The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints—the kingdom of God 
here upon the earth. It is impossible to 
appreciate or estimate the tremendous 
influence for good that he has exerted 
upon all mankind. The closer that one 
is to him, and the more he is permitted 
to associate with him, the stronger one’s 
testimony becomes that he is a prophet 
of God.

It is with sadness that I mention the 
absence of our beloved friend and col-
league, President Henry D. Moyle, 
whom we all miss so much, and whose 
passing makes these changes necessary. 
His family, his friends, his Church, his 
community, and his country have suf-
fered a tremendous loss. He was a lov-
ing husband and father, a true and 
loyal friend, a thoughtful neighbor, a 
devoted member and capable leader of 
the Church. He was always working 
for the good of his country and the 
betterment of mankind. I wish to ex-
press my love and sympathy to Sister 
Moyle and her family and pray that 
the Spirit of the Lord will accompany 
and strengthen them and give them 
courage to carry on.

At this time, I should like to welcome 
Brother Thomas Monson, whom I sus-
tain with all my heart.

I have not words to express my deep 
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love for the Lord and my gratitude to 
him for his many blessings unto me and 
mine, and I sincerely pray for his con-
tinued guidance and strength, as I try 
to serve him. And I wish to pledge with 
you again that my life and all that I 
have will be completely devoted to the 
service of my Maker and to my fellow 
men, always with a prayer in my heart 
that he will give me wisdom and knowl-
edge, courage and strength and inspira-
tion and determination and ability to 
keep his commandments and serve in a 
way that will be acceptable to him.

Again I appeal to each and every one 
of you to exercise your faith and prayers 
in my behalf that I might lose myself 
in his service and go forward with an 
eye single to his glory.

I wish to bear my testimony that I 
know that God lives, that Jesus is the 
Christ who gave his life for you and me; 
that this is his Church and kingdom; 
that we have at the head of our Church 
this day a prophet of God who is led 
by him, and through whom we are led 
in the paths of truth and righteousness.

May we follow him, knowing that we 
will be led into immortality and eternal 
life, I humbly pray in the name of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

STUDY, 
PRAY, 
OBEY*

President Joseph Fielding Smith
Of the Council of the Twelve

My dear brethren and sisters;
The first time it was my privilege to 

speak to a congregation in this building 
it required an effort to have my voice 
carry to all parts of this Tabernacle and 
be heard. Now when we are privileged 
to speak, we are conscious of the fact 
that our voices may go forth to various 
parts of this mortal world. This makes 
the speaker conscious of a grave responsi-
bility which rests upon him and the 
need of weighing every word. I am 
grateful for the coming of the Prophet 
Joseph Smith and the restoration of the 
gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ in this the greatest of all dispen-
sations—the greatest, because it is the 
last. I am also made aware of the re-
sponsibility which rests upon us, the 
elders of Israel, to proclaim the words 
of eternal life as they have been re-

*Address delivered Friday afternoon, October 4, 1963.

vealed from the heavens for the bene-
fit of all the inhabitants of the world. 
We are sending missionaries to prac-
tically every country on the globe, 
except perhaps one where the lives of 
missionaries would be in grave danger 
and their message misunderstood. This 
obligation of declaring the words of 
eternal life devolves upon us by divine 
decree, given by the Lord to the Prophet 
Joseph Smith in November 1831 in the 
following words:

“Hearken, O ye people of my church, 
saith the voice of him who dwells on 
high, and whose eyes are upon all 
men; yea, verily I say: Hearken ye peo-
ple from afar; and ye that are upon 
the islands of the sea, listen together.

“For verily the voice of the Lord is 
unto all men, and there is none to 
escape; and there is no eye that shall 
not see, neither ear that shall not 
hear, neither heart that shall not 
be penetrated.

“And the rebellious shall be pierced 
with much sorrow; for their iniquities 
shall be spoken upon the housetops, 
and their secret acts shall be revealed.

“And the voice of warning shall be 
unto all people, by the mouths of my 
disciples, whom I have chosen in these 
last days.

“And they shall go forth and none 
shall stay them, for I the Lord have 
commanded them.” (D&C 1:1-5.)

It is because of this commandment 
which the Lord gave to the Church 
through the Prophet Joseph Smith that 
our missionaries are sent to all parts 
of the world. We are fulfilling the 
edict of the Son of God. Moreover, this 
is in fulfilment of the promise he made 
to his apostles just preceding his cruci-
fixion, when he declared to them:

“And again this gospel of the King-
dom shall be preached in all the world, 
for a witness unto all nations, and 
then shall the end come, or the de-
struction of the wicked;

“And immediately after the tribula-
tion of those days, the sun shall be 
darkened, and the moon shall not give 
her light, and the stars shall fall from 
heaven, and the powers of heaven shall 
be shaken.

“Verily, I say unto you, this genera-
tion, in which these things shall be 
shown forth, shall not pass away until 
all I have told you shall be fulfilled.” 
(Joseph Smith 1:31-34.)

The Lord has made great promises 
through his servants concerning these 
times. To Jeremiah the Lord said in 
speaking of this dispensation:

“Behold, the days come, saith the 
Lord, that I will make a new covenant 
with the house of Israel, and with the 
house of Judah:

“Not according to the covenant that I 
made with their fathers in the day that 
I took them by the hand to bring them 

out of the land of Egypt; which my 
covenant they brake, although I was an 
husband unto them saith the Lord:

“But this shall be the covenant that 
I will make with the house of Israel; 
After those days, saith the Lord, I will 
put my law in their inward parts, and 
write it in their hearts; and will be 
their God, and they shall be my people.

“And they shall teach no more every 
man his neighbour, and every man his 
brother saying, Know the Lord: for 
they shall all know me, from the least 
of them unto the greatest of them, saith 
the Lord: for I will forgive their iniquity, 
and I will remember their sin no more.” 
(Jer. 31:31-34.)

In order that this prophecy may be 
fulfilled, many members of the Church 
will need to repent and be more dili-
gent in the study of the scriptures and 
in their prayers and obedience to the 
laws and commandments of the gospel. 
If they fail to do these things they will 
be cut off from the presence of the Lord 
in that great day when he shall descend 
as Lord of lords and King of kings to 
take his place and sit on his throne to 
rule and reign.

The Prophet Joseph Smith once said: 
“The great plan of salvation is a theme 
which ought to occupy our strict atten-
tion, and be regarded as one of heaven’s 
best gifts to mankind. No consideration 
whatever ought to deter us from show-
ing ourselves approved in the sight of 
God, according to His divine require-
ment. Men not unfrequently forget 
that they are dependent upon heaven 
for every blessing which they are per-
mitted to enjoy, and that for every op-
portunity granted them they are to give 
an account. You know, brethren, that 
when the master in the Savior’s parable 
of the stewards called his servants be-
fore him he gave them several talents 
to improve on while he should tarry 
abroad for a little season, and when 
he returned he called for an accounting. 
So it is now. Our Master is absent only 
for a little season, and at the end of it 
he will call each to render an account; 
and where five talents were bestowed, 
ten will be required; and he that has 
made no improvement will be cast out 
as an unprofitable servant, while the 
faithful will enjoy everlasting honors. 
Therefore, we earnestly implore the 
grace of our Father to rest upon you 
through Jesus Christ his Son that you 
may not faint in the hour of tempta-
tion, nor be overcome in the time of 
persecution.” (DHC 2, 23-24.)

The Prophet Joseph Smith in one of 
his discourses said the following:

“... If God should speak from heaven, 
he would command you not to steal, not 
to commit adultery, not to covet, nor 
deceive, but be faithful over a few 
things. As far as we degenerate from 
God, we descend to the devil and lose
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