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  As a witness who sat in the presence of the prophet Joseph and the Three 
Witnesses, this author presents his accounts of some of the occasions when testimonies 
were borne. The author states that he was “deeply inspired” as he heard them many times 
testify of being in the presence of a heavenly messenger who talked with them and 
showed them the plates. They were shown the Urim and Thummim and told these seer 
stones were used by ancient prophets. The fifth and final part focuses on David Whitmer.
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foundfounqfouiicouii an inyinvalidalidaila sister viloaliovliov lioiioilo had been
foftf6ftfortyy yyearsears iinii the clichurchcb and her
husband was aged poor and apparappnrappner
entlyantly lladhad lost his first love we
were given to understand that they
could not entertain the elders now
we sang to them talked to them and
their feelings warmed up they re-
quested that wowe adminster the sacra-
ment to themtilem which we did and wowe
were treated to their best bed and
the following morningorningin earnestly in-
vited to call again wowe blessed our
kind hostess and returned to croydon
rejoicing we remained there over
sunday rebaptized oneono man bap-
tized liishisilisills daughter organized a little
branch there and heldbeldheid an outdoorout door
meeting whickwhichwhich was well attended
the next day we went to great

GransgransdendendeD huntingdonshireHuntingdon shire where I1
have several relatives living we had
another good open air meeting and
were entertained by my aunt feel-
ing a desireadesireadesime to doado a little more inin my
native town eynesbury huntingdon
shire wowe went there notified hun-
dreds of people that we would hold
an outdoorout door meeting but excepting
about 150 little children no one came
to hearbearhenrbenr us and we might have spent
another night out had we not knknownown
of a brother residing about four miles
off wherewhore we were received with that
warmth and hospitality for which
true latter day saints are noted
on the 24th wowe walked about

twenty miles to boxworthboxwortlibosworthBoxworth cambridge
shire and put uup withith an acquaint-
ance of mine wowo purposedpurposed holding
a meeting there but he persuadedh6persuaded us
not to do so as the place belongs to
one man who employs the people and
dictates to them in politics and religion
as well as in labor hence our host

THE THREE WITNESSES TO THE BOOK OF MORMON

NO V

DAVID Whitwhitmernierhierhler the only surviving
witness of the three residing hownownow in
Reichmbndichiii6fid ray 06.go06og missourialissouri isis inin
the snd yyearehrear of his age myalybly first
acquaintance with him was fifty three
years ago in michigan where he with
the others related thevisionthe vision of the
angel and the showing of the plates

was afraid that hahe might be brought
into trouble with a 8sighighfbifor liberty
and independence we yielded to his
persuasion
the following day we returned to

ely held meeting in the same place
and with the same people who liedhad
previously heard us we distributed
more tracts and again had the privi-
lege of traveling in the cool of the
night to reach the home of some much
derided but hospitable latter day
saints
we held another outdoorout door meeting

at southerysoutherbySou thery last sunday hadbad a good
attendance and invitations to come
again but a letter having reached us
stating that brother osmond would
spend a day in this place caused us to
hurryburry home to meet him
while we cannot say that we have

demonstrated anything in particular
during our two weeks trip we do say
that wowe enjoyed ourselves felt blessed
in our efforts and did some good we
trust if other elders would write
their experience and set forth through
the STAR the wisest course to pursue
it would probably be beneficial to
some who desire to do their duty but
feel their weakness in attempting to
leave beaten tracks it is evident
that thousands ofpeoploof people are living in
thisillis land who have heard little or
nothing of the gospel and if we do
not preach it to them willvill they not in
theh ggreabgreatgrentre t hereafhereathereafterter eiseriseheserise up Zmin judg-
mentcnt aagainstainstdinst ustus
with kind regards to all at 42

and an earnest desire for thithethe spread
of thetlletiletho gospel in which thetlletiletho other
brbrethrenethredethren lielleilehereherorejoinjoin
I1 remainremain yours fraternally

JAMES JL CHANDLERchandlen

the arimurim and thunimimthummimThum mim and the
ball or compass used in the wilderilderlider
ness by the nelNepneinopnephitesphitesphileshites as tltheyley journ-
eyed from jerusalem to guide them
through the wilderness to the great
waters where they were commanded
of the lord and directed by hihitohibitohim to
build barges or ships of a curious
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workmanship to carry the company
over the great waters as they called
themtilem the oceanbeean bywhichbychichby which they were
taken over to america hence the
american indians are a remnant of
that peoplecopleeoplecopie who had dwindled in un-
beliefbeliedbeliep and were afterwards discovered
by bycliristoplierchristopher columbus brother
whitmer said to see these things and
to hear the voice of heavenly pelnobeingspeing
testify to the correct translation of
the plates and commanding them as
witnesses to testify of these things to
thetiletlletite world was marvelous to them
nevertheless he knew that hebe did see
and hear in open daylight
I1 felt then although only 13 years

of age and I1 do more particularly
now inin my riper years for I1 am past
66 that I1 was very much favored and
blessed of the lord to seeaee and hear
mose0680 men findand to have been favored
so much since that time by beingC in
their company so often
in 1836 1I met david whitmer in

far west caldwell co mo and his
testimony was still unchanged soon
after this brother daviddivid like many
others in those days of trial in the in-
fantile days of thetho church when only
a meremore handful strugglingstraggling like youth
for manhood with but few friends
ardand many enemies but with a noble
and fearless prophet to lead whowaswho was
always cheerful turned cold it was
in those dark and cloudy days when
brother davidsDivids presence ceased totb
be known in the front ranks of the
latter day saintsslints in their onward
inarchmarch through illinois and iowa and
in their pilgrimage onward over the
trackless desert plains then only in-
habitedhabitedbyhabitedbyby wild indians and wolves
this becomes the more interesting
whenwilen we know that this was predicted
and seen by prophets of old and
spoken of and it shall coniecomeconicconle to passpiss
inin the last days that the mountain
of thothe lords house shall be estab-
lished in the top of the mountains
and shall be exalted above the hills
and all nations shall flow unto it
isiiah ii 2 just as they are doing
now and have been doing since 1847
david whitmer and many others do 1

not see it in this light neverthneverthelesselins
the work goes on at the timetillie of
the missouri troubles brother dviddavid
located where liehoiioilo lives now and

thank Ggodd he never has faltefalteredredinin
the irutrusttreposedreposedtreposed in him during thetho
intervening time I1 havehavo visited him
twice once nearly ninenine years ago
when I1ispentimpentspent ten hours with him in
three sittings and again last february
whenwhery 1I remained from early breakfast
until two pmpmtamt having dinner with
him in those interviews I1 was pleased
to know of the fidelity of the three
witnesses and also to gain many items
of their experience more especially as
theytiley were in some respects so favored
above their fellows in tilethetlletiie present day
it was remarked by them that thetho
masses of the people were instructed
by the ministers of the many differ-
ent churches that therethero was no neces-
sity in this enlightened ageago of the
world for aanyny further visionvision or allailangelselseisals
ornewarnewor new revelation that they hadtkehadthehad the
good oldbibleoldoid biblebibie the word of godandgodanagod and
anything else was an fmpositionimposition that
prophets were a delusion and fur-
ther they said that tilethe people were
so steeped in this belief as to imagine
all theyhey had to do nowadays waswaiwal to
believe in the lord jesuisjesusjestis christ and
they were saved so much so that the
people were led to disbelieve the tes-
timony of the three witnesses although
the bible was so plain on those points
they quoted to me in proof very
many passages of scripture as also
passages inin supportofsupportof their claim that
they had been called of god by the
angel which brought back thetlletho long
lost gospel to joseph smith with
power to organize twelve apostles
and seventies and elders just as they
existed when jesus christ left thetho
churchandchurchardChurchurchchandand ascendedonhighascended on high first
apostles secondarily prophets thirdly
teachers after that miracles then
gifts of healings etc 1 cor xii 28
and also in tiitilthe samegamesamb chapter where
paul writes for by one spirit arearo
we all baptized into olieone body only
onooneope church whether we be jews or
gentiles whether we bobe bondbondorbonderbodderor free
and have been all made to drink into
one spirit thetlletile three witnesses only
claciaclaimedimedaimed to be witnesses whom tilethetho
lord raised up in support of the re-
stored gospel to joseph smismithth that
this generation might be left without
excuse
david whitmerswhittersWhitmers experience in the

outset as a witness wasvvhs somewhat
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different from that of the other two
on01 the morning of the sunday that
hebe was called to be one of the wit-
nesses hebe went into his field to plplowW
and while so doing liehelleile heard avoicealoicea voicevolce
indand sawbaw a personage who said bles-
sed is the name of the lord and they
who keep his commandments soon
after this the prophet joseph came
to him calling him to go with him
and oliver cowdery to be one of the
three witnesses hohe fastened his
team toafencetoato a fence and they proceeded
through a clearing to the edge of the
woods and then sat upon a log they
were speaking regarding the great
vworkork otof the lord when a-bright light
shone around them which increased
in lustre until an angel stood before
them then david said the angel
took the book of plates andadd turned
over leaf after jeafleafceaf except a portion
which was sealed by rings of gold not
yet translated but to yet bobe transla-
ted in the due time of the lord the
angel liehelleile said proclaimed that the
translation from those plates into the
book of mormon was correct and
hadllad been done by the power of god
and that they were chosen to be espe-
cial witnesses of the same and of thetlletile
vision to all thetiletilotho world as found re-
corded inin the fore part of the book of
mormon
I1 have not known of the testimony

of either of these three witnesses
being1eing impeached but on the contrary
their word in a business transactiontransaction
would pass anywhere david whit-
mer was elected and served as mayor
of richmond where he resides and

HISTORY REPEATS ITSELF

tiieTHEtiletlle reputed discoverer of a new fact
or idea is probably never the first to
have made the discovery or even to
have formulated it in the world of
ideas as in that of material a contin-
uity can be perceived by which new
ideas are evolved from old onesasodesasones as new
forms of life are the children of ancient
fforms0rms hence it is notnob surprising to
hear that to M pasteur does not be-
long the credit of discovering that
zymotic diseases are due to gergermstitstils it
appears that more thantijan a century and
a half ago dr goiffon wrote a work on
the 0origin of the plague in which hohe

is esteemed aaas a fine old gentlemen
to this day and during his severe
sickness last winter which was near
unto deaths door his fellow townsmen
often called to hearear of his condition
notwithstanding the fact that all of
these mennien have been indifferent to
the advanced work and after putting
their handband to thetho plow have looked
back they never have ceased to bear
this testimony and always have stood
by their word and as they have said
never have they doubted two out
of the three have returned to the
church acknowledging the continua-
tion of thetiletiietlle work and have diedaledzied in
full faith and hope of the thorough
accomplishment of the work of god
until as wise daniel has proclaimed
it will universally cover the whole
earth and until jesus shali reign as
king of kings on this earth and that
thetheyy with all who obey this gospel
will reign on the earth 1000 years
and that the closing of the 60000000 years
is near even at our doors to my
knowledge they have testified to this
and in my last conversation with
david liehelleile said the time and hour of
gods judgment was now begun and
would progress until the savior would
come

1.1myay1y last visit with david was en-
joyed exceedingly although lieheile was
very feeble yet liehelleile was strong in his
testimony and is delighted to exhibit
the manuscript copy of the book of
mormon and the copy of charcharactersactors
exhibited to professor anthon

EDWARD STEVENSON

advanced the theory that the disease
was dependent on minute insects or
worms which had none the less a real
existence though they were then be-
yond the powers of tiletiietlle microscope to
reveal dr goiffon also had some-
thing to say on the process of infec-
tion which he likewise considered to
be tiletlletiiethe work of minute living creatures
that convecoaveconveyedyedyea infection in a latent
condition frfromom one place to break out
afresh in another did not goiffon
getgot the idea from some still more an-
cient master lancet




