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T
he  Book of Mormon relates that 
when Nephi and his brethren 
returned from Jerusalem with 

the brass plates,1 their father Lehi 
proceeded to give the records thor-
ough examination. (I Nephi 5:10.) 
It is a well-established fact that 
writing on metal plates was not an 
uncommon practice in the ancient 
world.2 In his search of the brass 
plates, Lehi* discovered that they 
contained the “five books of Moses” 
as well as a record of the Jews from

JThe expression "brass plates” is never used in 
the Nephite record; good Palestinian idiom dictates 
"plates of brass."

sSee photograph of records of Darius in gold and 
silver at beginning of author's Ancient Records 
Testify; I Maccabees 8:21-22; Dr. Hugh Nibley, 
"Lehi in the Desert," The Improvement Era, 1950, p. 
706. Elder Ariel L. Crowley has also published an 
interesting account concerning the ancient use of 
metal plates for writing purposes.
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the beginning down to Zedekiah’s 
reign; many of Jeremiah’s prophe-
cies were also found engraven on 
the sacred plates. Let us quote 
Nephi’s exact words:

And after they had given thanks unto 
the God of Israel, my father, Lehi, took the 
records which were engraven upon the 
plates of brass, and he did search them 
from the beginning.

And he beheld that they did contain the 
five books of Moses, which gave an ac-
count of the creation of the world, and 
also of Adam and Eve, who were our first 
parents;

And also a record of the Jews from the 
beginning, even down to the commence-
ment of the reign of Zedekiah, king of 
Judah;

And also the prophecies of the holy 
prophets, from the beginning, even down 
to the commencement of the reign of
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Zedekiah; and also many prophecies which 
have been spoken by the mouth of Jere-
miah.

And it came to pass that my father, Lehi, 
also found upon the plates of brass a gene-
alogy of his fathers; wherefore he knew 
that he was a descendant of Joseph; yea 
even that Joseph who was the son of Jacob, 
who was sold into Egypt, and who was 
preserved by the hand of the Lord, that 
he might preserve his father Jacob, and all 
his household from perishing with famine. 
(I Nephi 5:10-14.)

I wish to call special attention to

the words, “prophecies which have 
been spoken by the mouth of Jere-
miah” (italics author’s), which oc-
cur in the paragraph. “By the mouth 
of” is assuredly not common English 
usage. We are not accustomed in 
our ordinary speech to say that we 
intend to consult prophecies spoken 
“by the mouth of” Isaiah, Jeremiah, 
or any other prophet. But the ex-
pression is perfectly good Hebrew 
idiom and seems to have been trans-
lated literally by Joseph Smith. The 
fact that it occurs in II Chronicles
36:21-22 and Ezra 1:1 does not 
necessarily mean that he copied it 
from our common English version.

Lehi also discovered the gene-
alogy of his fathers upon the brass 
records; he therefore knew that he 
was a descendant of Joseph who 
was sold into Egypt, through his 
son Manasseh. (I Nephi 5:14; 
Alma 10:3.)

The statements of Nephi regard-
ing the contents of the brass plates 
are extremely important to us be-
cause of present-day critical views 
respecting the Old Testament. Most 
contemporary Old Testament schol-
ars severely question or deny com-
pletely that Moses wrote, or had 
written, the first five books of our 
Bible. But the Book of Mormon 
affirms the truth of the old Hebrew 
tradition that Moses wrote the first 
five books of the Old Testament, or 
the Pentateuch, as we call it. 
(I Nephi 5:11; II Nephi 2:15-19;
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3:4-10; Pearl of Great Price: 12:28-
13; 33, etc.) The Nephite record 
( together with the Book of Moses ) 
shatters—for the Latter-day Saints, 
at least—current “critical” views re-
garding the date, authorship, and 
composition of the Pentateuch. Even 
the book of Deuteronomy, which 
many critics especially contend was 
written in the days of Josiah (c. 
621 B.C.), is of Mosaic origin, ac-
cording to the Book of Mormon. 
(See, e.g., I Nephi 22:20-21; II 
Nephi 20:23; cf Deuteronomy 
18:15, 18-19.

Interest -^- - - - - -
-------------- relating to the BRASS PLATES

Many other interesting problems 
arise as a result of Nephi’s words 
concerning the brass plates. One 
wonders how Jeremiah’s prophecies 
found their place on the brass plates, 
since Laban, their former keeper, 
was a thoroughly unrighteous man. 
How did Jeremiah, or his scribe 
Baruch (Jeremiah 36:4), or some 
other representative of the prophet 
gain access to the plates in Laban’s 
treasury, in view of the difficulties 
which Nephi and his brothers had in 
getting at them? Were they aided 
and abetted by Zoram, the servant 
of Laban? We shall have to wait 
for more light before these ques-
tions can be answered. Another 
problem arises because of the dis-
covery of the Book of the Law which 
was found in the temple in the days 
of Josiah, the king of Judah. Here 
is the Biblical account of the dis-
covery:

And it came to pass in the eighteenth 
year of king Josiah [c. 621 B.C.], that the 
king sent Shaphan the son of Azaliah, the 
son of Meshullam, the scribe, to the house 
of the Lord, saying;

“Go up to Hilkiah the high priest, that 
he may sum the money which is brought 
into the house of the Lord, which the keep-
ers of the door have gathered of the peo-
ple; and let them deliver it into the hand 
of the workmen that have the oversight of 
the house of the Lord; and let them give it 
to the workmen that are in the house of 
the Lord, to repair the breaches of the 
house, unto the carpenters, and to the 
builders, and to the masons; and for buying 
timber and hewn stone to repair the house.” 
—Howbeit there was no reckoning made 
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with them of the money that was delivered 
into their hand; for they dealt faithfully. 
And Hilkiah the high priest said unto 
Shaphan the scribe: “I have found the 
book of the Law in the house of the Lord.” 
And Hilkiah delivered the book to Sha-
phan, and he read it. And Shaphan the 
scribe came to the king, and brought back 
word unto the king, and said: “Thy serv-
ants have poured out the money that was 
found in the house, and have delivered 
it into the hand of the workmen that have 
the oversight of the house of the^ Lord.” 
And Shaphan the scribe told the king, 
saying: “Hilkiah the priest hath delivered 
me a book.” And Shaphan read it before 
the king. And it came to pass, when the 
king had heard the words of the book of 

the Law, that- he rent his clothes. And the 
king commanded Hilkiah the priest, and 
Ahikam the son of Shaphan, and Achbor 
the son of Micaiah, and Shaphan the scribe, 
and Asahiah the king’s servant, saying: 
“Go ye, inquire of the Lord for me, and for 
the people, and for all Judah, concerning 
the words of this book that is found; for 
great is the wrath of the Lord that is 
kindled against us, because our fathers 
have not hearkened unto the words of this 
book, to do according unto all that which 
is written concerning us.” (II Kings 22:3-
13; translation of Jewish Publication Soci-
ety of America.)

As a result of find-
ing this book, King 
Josiah instituted a 
great reform. (See 
II Kings 22:14-
23; 25.) Now the 
question arises, what 
was the nature of the 
Book of the Law, to 
which Josiah and his 
fathers had failed to 
heed? Many conser-
vative scholars have 
held that it included 
the entire Pentateuch, 
while most of the 
critical scholars have 
held it to be the book of Deuteron-
omy. In view of the fact that King 
Josiah’s reforms included in their 
scope a wider legislation than that 
found in Deuteronomy, it would 
seem probable that the book found 
in the temple included not only 
Deuteronomy but others, if not all, 
of the books of the Pentateuch. As 
students of the Book of Mormon we 

famo us  his-
torical exam-

ple of writing 
on metal plates 
consists in the 
gold and silver 
records of Da-
rius.

ask ourselves, how does it happen 
that the Jews in the days of Josiah— 
at least up to 621 B. C.—were with-
out the Book of the Law, inasmuch 
as the brass plates containing it 
were in the hands of Laban or one 
of his predecessors? Are we to sup-
pose that the keepers of the brass 
plates deliberately withheld the 
Book of the Law from the Jews? 
They must have known they were 
without it. Such an action would 
seem strange because certain indi-
viduals were allowed access to the 
plates in order to write the proph-
ecies of Jeremiah. Perhaps the Book 
of the Law was some other book than 
we have supposed, but that seems 
quite unlikely. At present, we are 
unable to answer, with any cer-
tainty, the questions I have asked. 
But they are interesting questions, 
and someday we shall probably ob-
tain the answers to them.

Nephi makes another statement 
about the brass plates that arrests 
our attention. He says, “And Laban 
also was a descendant of Joseph, 
wherefore he and his fathers had 
kept the records” (I Nephi 5:16; 
italics author’s.) These words seem 
to indicate that the recording of the 
Hebrew scriptures on the brass 
plates had begun many generations 
before Laban’s time, how many we 
know not. Furthermore, it would 
be kept in the senior tribe of Israel, 

that is to say, in the 
tribe of Ephraim. 
(See Genesis 48:5, 
13-20; I Chronicles 
5:1-2.) Laban may 
well have been a de-
scendant of Joseph 
through Ephraim. 
We may properly ask 
ourselves how it hap-
pened that Laban— 
and Lehi’s family, 
for that matter, in-
asmuch as they 
were descendants of 
Joseph through Ma- 
nasseh—happened to 
be living in Jeru-

salem. The tribes of Ephraim 
and Manasseh, as the reader 
is well aware, had been allied 
generations before with the north-
ern kingdom of Israel, not with 
Judah in the south. A reason-
able answer to our question would 
be this: The northern kingdom 
of Israel fell to the Assyrians

(Continued on page 670)
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S alt  L a k e ’s F a v o rit e  

F a mil y  Di ni n g  S p ot!
T h at' s  t h e H ot el  T e m pl e  S q u ar e  
C off e e  S h o p  —  o ur  fri e n dl y, i n-
viti n g  h ot el  di ni n g  r o o m. F ol k s  
t ell u s  t h e y a p pr e ci at e  o ur  t a st y 
f o o d, s p otl e s s li n e n s a n d o ur  
c o urt e o u s  s er vi c e. O ur  s e n si bl e  
pri c e s  ar e  r efr e s hi n g, t o o, t h e y 
s a y. A n d  w e  f e el t h e y m e a n  it 
b e c a u s e  t h e y k e e p  c o mi n g  b a c k  
—  m or e  of  t h e m —  m or e  oft e n  
t h a n e v er  b ef or e.

H ot el
T e m pl e  S q u a r e

Cl ar e n c e  L.  W e st,  M a n a g er

T H E S E  TI M E S
( C o n cl u d e d fr o m p a g e  6 1 4)

W h at  d o es  o ur  r eli gi o us s yst e m h a v e  
t o c o ntri b ut e  t o a  d e v el o pi n g  “ s ci e n c e ”  
of  h u m a n  r el ati o ns, b e y o n d  t h e gr e at  
a n d p o w erf ul g e n er alit y ( w hi c h t o o 
f e w of  us  c o m pr e h e n d  a n d  r e ali z e) t h at 
t h e g os p el  is a  r e v e al e d s c h e m e w hi c h  
e m br a c es di vi n e  e x p eri e n c e al o n g t his 
li n e ?

First  mi g ht  b e  r e p ort e d t h e g ol d e n  
r ul e: D o  u nt o ot h ers as y o u  w o ul d  
h a v e  t h e m d o  u nt o  y o u.  T his  t h o u g ht 
is s o pr of o u n d  t h at m ost  of  us  h a v e  
n e v er  arri v e d at  t h e e d g e of  m e a ni n g  
of t h e w or ds,  p arti c ul arl y as J es us ’ 
t e a c hi n gs c o m bi n e d  t h e r ul e wit h  l o v e 
of  n ei g h b or  a n d  l o v e of  G o d — t h e t w o 
gr e at  c o m m a n d m e nts.

S e c o n d, a r el at e d i d e a is w ell- e x-  
pr ess e d, D o ctri n e  a n d C o v e n a nts  
3 8: 2 4- 2 5:  ” ... l et e v er y  m a n  est e e m  
his  br ot h er  as hi ms elf. ” A n  i m p ort a nt 
w or d  h er e  is est e e m.

T hir d,  f or all w h o  w or k  i n C h ur c h  
a d mi nistr ati o n, s e cti o n 4, v ers e 5 of 
t h e s a m e w or k,  d at e d  F e br u ar y  1 8 2 9,  
s ets t h e st a n d ar d: " A n d f ait h, h o p e,  
c h arit y a n d  l o v e, wit h  a n e y e si n gl e  
t o t h e gl or y of  G o d,  q u alif y  hi m  f or 
t h e w or k. ” (It ali cs a ut h or ’s.)

A g ai n  i n s e cti o n 1 2 1:  “ N o  p o w er  or  

i nfl u e n c e c a n  or  o u g ht  t o b e  m ai nt ai n e d  
b y  virt u e  of  t h e pri est h o o d,  o nl y  b y  
p ers u asi o n,  b y  l o n g-s uff eri n g, b y  g e n -
tl e n ess a n d m e e k n ess,  a n d b y l o v e 
u nf ei g n e d; B y  ki n d n ess a n d p ur e  
k n o wl e d g e. ...” ( V ers es 4 1- 4 2.)

T h es e  st a n d ar ds f or t h e pri est h o o d  
r e c o m m e n d t h e ms el v es as g o o d  st a n d-
ar ds f or ot h ers. It m a y  b e  h ar d  d o c -
tri n e f or a s y m p h o n y c o n d u ct or, a n  
i nf a ntr y li e ut e n a nt- g e n er al, or  a  b uil d -
i n g c o ntr a ct or t o b eli e v e  t h at h e  c a n  
g et  b ett er  m usi c,  h a v e  a b ett er  ar m y,  
or  b uil d  b ett er  h o us es  b y  s u bstit uti n g 
p ers u asi o n f or c o m m a n d-t a ntr u ms,  
l o n g-s uff eri n g f or o at hs a n d c urs es,  
br o k e n b at o ns, or s h o v el h a n dl es.  
C ert ai nl y,  “ R e pr o vi n g  b eti m es wit h 
s h ar p n ess, w h e n  m o v e d  u p o n b y  t h e 
H ol y  G h ost ” ( v ers e 4 3) is all o w e d;  
pr o vi d e d “ a n i n cr e as e i n l o v e” is 
s h o w n f ort h “ aft er w ar ds . . . l est h e  
est e e m t h e e t o b e  his  e n e m y. ”

W ell,  I s u p p os e all t h os e w h o  b e -
li e v e t h e y ar e w ell  o n t h e w a y  t o-
w ar ds  c el esti al s al v ati o n m a y  p a us e  
o n c e or  t wi c e d ail y. W e  m a y  t h e n 
e x a mi n e a n d s e e w h et h er  w e  ar e a p -
pr o xi m ati n g  " g os p el st a n d ar ds” i n t h e 
fi el d of  h u m a n  r el ati o ns i n t h es e ti m es. 
A  cit y t h at is s et o n  a hill  c a n n ot b e  
hi d. N eit h er  c a n a m a n.

J u st  O p e n  A  
S A VI N G S  A C C O U N T  

N O W!

wit h  $ 5 0. 0 0  or  m or e  a n d  y o u  will  r e c ei v e  
F R E E  y o ur  l o v el y S c h a eff er  Fi n eli n e  p e n  
a n d  p e n cil  s et.
S a vi n g s  A c c o u nt s  i n a n y  a m o u nt  $ 1 t o 
$ 2 5, 0 0 0.
3 2  y e ar s  of  c o nti n u o u s  o p er ati o n.

C U R R E N T  ~ P er  
DI VI D E N D  J  °/ o A n n u m

Ut a h  S a vi n g s  
a n d  L o a n  A s s o ci ati o n  

1 7 2  W e st  C e nt er,  P R O V O  

M AI L  H A N D Y  C O U P O N

S e n d  y o ur c h e c k or m o n e y  or d er  t o 
Ut a h  S a vi n g s,  1 7 2 C e nt er,  Pr o v o,  a n d  
y o ur s a vi n g s p a s s b o o k  a n d p e n s et  
will  b e  m ail e d  t o y o u  i m m e di at el y.

N a m e  ...

A d dr e s s

Cit y ........ Z o n e...  St at e.

6 7 0

S O M E P R O B L E M S  O F  I N T E R E S T R E L A TI N G  T O  T H E  
B R A S S  P L A T E S

( C o nti n u e d fr o m p a g e  6 3 9)  

w h e n  its c a pit al of  S a m ari a  c a pit u -
l at e d t o S ar g o n  II i n 7 2 1  B.  C.  T h e  
f or e b e ars of  L a b a n  m a y  w ell  h a v e  
fl e d t o J er us al e m t o pr e v e nt t h e 
s a cr e d r e c or ds fr o m f alli n g i nt o 
ali e n h a n ds. L e hi ’s gr a n df at h er  or  
gr e at- gr a n df at h er  m a y  h a v e  l eft his  
n ort h er n h o m e f or J er us al e m i n 
or d er  t o pr e v e nt  his  c hil dr e n fr o m 
i nt er m arr yi n g or m a ki n g  r eli gi o us 
c o m pr o mis es wit h  t h e f or ei g n ers 
br o u g ht  i nt o t h e l a n d b y  t h e As -
s yri a ns. S u c h  a c o urs e w o ul d  n ot  
b e  u nr e as o n a bl e  o n  t h e p art  of  m a n y  
d e v o ut  f a mili es.

If t h e br ass  pl at es  h a d  b e e n  k e pt  
b y L a b a n ’s a n c est ors i n t h e tri b e 
of E p hr ai m  as e arl y as t h e' u nit e d  
ki n g d o m u n d er S a ul, D a vi d,  a n d  
S ol o m o n,  it w o ul d  b e  of  gr e at  i nt er-
est t o k n o w  t h eir hist or y  a n d t h at 
of  a n y ot h er  s a cr e d r e c or ds s u bs e -
q u e nt t o t h e di visi o n w hi c h  t o o k 
pl a c e  aft er S ol o m o n ’s d e at h;  it will  
b e r e m e m b er e d t h at t h e n ort h er n  
c o nf e d er ati o n of tri b es f oll o w e d 
J er o b o a m a n d  t h e s o ut h er n ki n g d o m  
of  J u d a h r e m ai n e d u n d er  R e h o b o a m.  

(I Ki n gs  1 1: 2 9;  1 2: 2 4.)  W h at  h a p -
p e n e d t o t h e k e e pi n g of s a cr e d 
r e c or ds w h e n  t h e Isr a elit es b e c a m e  
s h ar pl y di vi d e d  o n  p oliti c al  gr o u n ds  
— s o m u c h  s o t h at t h e t w o n ati o ns  
w er e  e n e mi es ? W e  r e m e m b er t h e 
r eli gi o us eff e cts of t h e A m eri c a n  
Ci vil  W ar  u p o n t h e N ort h  a n d  
S o ut h  w h e n  w e  as k t h e q u esti o n.  
T h e  pr o p h ets  i n b ot h  n ati o ns  pr o b -
a bl y  p ai d  littl e att e nti o n  t o t h e p olit -
i c al li n es of  di visi o n, b ut  it is i m-
pr o b a bl e  t h at all of  t h e m h a d  t h eir 
w or ds  r e c or d e d i n t h e s cri pt ur es of  
b ot h  n ati o ns. Fr o m  t h e ti m e of  t h e 
di visi o n  u ntil  t h e f all of  t h e n ort h er n  
ki n g d o m i n 7 2 1 B.  C.,  t h e br ass  
pl at es  m a y  w ell  h a v e  b e e n  t h e of -
fi ci al s cri pt ur e of t h e T e n  Tri b es.  
It is pr o b a bl e  t h at s o m e pr o p h ets  
wr ot e  o n  t h es e pl at es  w h os e  writ -
i n gs m a y  n ot h a v e  b e e n r e c or d e d 
o n  t h e r e c or ds k e pt  i n J u d a h. W er e  
Z e n os,  Z e n o c k,  N e u m,  a n d E zi as  
(I N e p hi  1 9: 1 0; H el a m a n  8: 2 0)  
a m o n g  t h e m ? T h e y  w er e  all  H e br e w  
pr o p h ets k n o w n t o t h e N e p hit es,  
b ut  t h eir n a m es d o  n ot  a p p e ar i n 
o ur  c urr e nt Ol d  T est a m e nt. It is

T H E  I M P R O V E M E N T E R A  



also possible that the writings of 
some prophets in Judah were riot 
placed on the brass plates during 
the period under consideration, but 
of this we have no way of knowing. 
But after the fall of Samaria, in 
721 B. C., it is very probable that 
most Jewish prophetical writings 
were engraved on the brass plates, 
assuming, of course, that Laban’s 
immediate forebears came to Jeru-
salem as we have already conjec-
tured. It is a fact of considerable 
importance in biblical studies that 
the Book of Mormon indicates the 
presence on the brass plates of more 
scripture than that contained in our 
Old and New Testaments put to-
gether. (I Nephi 13:23-26.) Con-
sidering the fact that these plates 
recorded Hebrew scripture written 
only before the year 600 B. C., we 
have ample testimony to the loss 
of much scripture between that date 
and the present time.

When Lehi had searched the 
brass plates, he was filled with the 
Spirit, and began to prophesy to the 
effect that the day would come when 
they should be made known unto 
all kindreds, tongues, and people 
who were of his seed. (I Nephi 
5:17-18.) Moreover, he prophesied 
that the brass plates should never 
perish or be dimmed by time. 
(I Nephi 5:19.) We know, there-
fore, that many unknown or hitherto 
corrupted texts of Hebrew scripture 
will be restored to the world in cor-
rect form. To those of us who are 
interested in the study of the Bible, 
this is a comforting and even a 
thrilling prospect.

AND YOUR WARD

the new

HAMMOND
ORGAN

PROVO

OWE IT YOURSELF

when you come to con-

ference to SEE and HEAR

Costs Much Less — Never Gets Out of Tune 
Takes Up Less Room — Easy to Play 

Over 190 in L.D.S. Chapels

Salt Lake City

WE BUY A BEACH COTTAGE

By Grace Sayre

You said when all the papers were on 
file,

That we had made a purchase well worth 
while.

You did not know that this beach cottage 
place

Was bought that we might give our souls 
the space

To more than marvel daily at the view.
We bought a strip of sandy shore line— 

true—-
But most of all, we paid for satisfaction
To be a part of the elements’ distraction.
We bought a pathway, moonlit, on the 

sea;
We paid in coin for vast immensity
Of beauty and of solitude and peace;
We owned God’s ocean for our hearts’ 

release.
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Truly, MD is a bathroom luxury 
at a budget price! MD has 

all the things you want— 
it’s cotton white, baby soft, 

strong! Buy several rolls 
of MD Toilet Tissue today!
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