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O
N E  of  o ur  h y m ns,  writt e n  b y  Wil -
li a m W.  P h el ps,  e x pr ess es i n 
p art t h e M or m o n  b eli ef c o n -

c er ni n g t h e a n c estr y  of  t h e I n di a ns. 
It is e ntitl e d,  “ O  St o p  a n d  T ell  M e,  
R e d  M a n, ” t h e first t w o v ers es  of  
w hi c h  r e a d as  f oll o ws:

O  st o p a n d t ell m e,  R e d  M a n,  
W h o  ar e y o u,  w h y  y o u  r o a m, 
A n d  h o w  y o u  g et  y o ur  li vi n g; 
H a v e  y o u  n o  G o d,  n o  h o m e ?  
Wit h  st at ur e str ai g ht a n d p ortl y,  
A n d  d e c k e d  i n n ati v e  pri d e,  
Wit h  f e at h ers, p ai nts  a n d  br o o c h es,  
H e  willi n gl y  r e pli e d:

“ I o n c e  w as  pl e as a nt  E p hr ai m,  
W h e n  J a c o b f or m e  pr a y e d;  
B ut  o h,  h o w  bl essi n gs  v a nis h,  
W h e n  m a n  fr o m G o d  h as  str a y e d! 
B ef or e  y o ur  n ati o n  k n e w  us,  
S o m e  t h o us a n d m o o ns  a g o,  
O ur  f at h ers f ell i n d ar k n ess,  
A n d  w a n d er e d  t o a n d fr o. . . .”

It s h o ul d b e  e m p h asi z e d t h at t h e 
I n di a n of  o ur  d a y  is a r e m n a nt of  
a mi x e d  gr o u p  of  p e o pl es  w h o  w er e  
s p ar e d fr o m t h e t erri bl e d estr u cti o ns  
w hi c h  t o o k pl a c e  o n  t his c o nti n e nt  
aft er  t h e S a vi or ’s d e at h. (Ill N e p hi  
8, 9, 1 0.) T h e  r e a d er of  t h e B o o k  
of  M or m o n  will  r e c all t h at i n t h es e 
d estr u cti o ns  o nl y  t h e m or e  ri g ht e o us 
p art  of  t h e L a m a nit es  a n d N e p hit es  
w er e  s p ar e d:

T H E L A M A NI T E S

— Pr o m  a  p ai nti n g  b y  J a m es  H e n d ers o n — C o urt es y.  N ati o n al  G all er y  of C a n a d a.

A n d  it w as  t h e m or e  ri g ht e o us p art  of 
t h e p e o pl e w h o  w er e  s a v e d, a n d it w as  
t h e y w h o  r e c ei v e d t h e pr o p h ets  a n d  st o n e d  
t h e m n ot;  ... (Ill N e p hi  1 0: 1 2; s e e als o  
III N e p hi  9: 1 3.)

I n III N e p hi  1 0: 1 8, M or m o n  
m a k es  a n ot h er st at e m e nt w hi c h  
pr o v es t h at L a m a nit es  as w ell  as  
N e p hit es  w er e  pr es er v e d:

A n d  it c a m e  t o p ass  t h at i n t h e e n di n g of  
t h e t hirt y a n d f o urt h y e ar,  b e h ol d, I will  
s h o w u nt o  y o u  t h at t h e p e o pl e  of N e p hi  
w h o  w er e  s p ar e d, a n d  als o t h os e w h o  h a d  
b e e n c all e d L a m a nit es,  w h o  h a d b e e n  
s p ar e d, di d  h a v e  gr e at  f a v ors s h o w n u nt o  
t h e m, . . .

F oll o wi n g  t h e gl ori o us  mi nistr y  of  
t h e r es urr e ct e d S a vi or  a m o n g t h es e 
p e o pl es,  t h e y b e c a m e  u nit e d  i nt o o n e 
p e o pl e,  as I V N e p hi  t ells us:

A n d  it c a m e t o p ass i n t h e t hirt y a n d  
si xt h y e ar, t h e p e o pl e w er e  all c o n v ert e d  
u nt o t h e L or d,  u p o n all t h e f a c e of t h e 
l a n d, b ot h N e p hit es  a n d L a m a nit es,  a n d 
t h er e w er e  n o  c o nt e nti o ns a n d dis p ut ati o ns  
a m o n g t h e m, a n d  e v er y  m a n  di d  d e al  j ustl y 
o n e  wit h  a n ot h er. ...

T h er e  w er e  n o  r o b b ers, n or m ur d er ers,  
n eit h er w er e  t h er e L a m a nit es,  n or a n y  
m a n n er  of  -it es; b ut  t h e y w er e  i n o n e,  t h e 
c hil dr e n  of  C hrist,  a n d  h eirs  t o t h e ki n g d o m  
of  G o d.  ( V ers es 2,  1 7.)
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I h a v e  m a d e  t h es e e x pl a n ati o ns  t o 
k e e p  us r e mi n d e d of  t h e f a ct t h at 
o ur pr es e nt- d a y I n di a ns ar e d e -
s c e n d a nts of  t h e p e o pl e  w h o  w er e  
u nit e d d uri n g t h e G ol d e n  Er a  of  
N e p hit e  hist or y,  r at h er t h a n dir e ct  
d es c e n d a nts  of  L a m a n  a n d L e m u el  
a n d  t h eir i m m e di at e f oll o w ers. T h e  
rift i n t h e N e p hit e  c h ur c h w hi c h  
pr o d u c e d t h e a n c est ors of o ur  
A m eri c a n  I n di a ns t o o k pl a c e  a b o ut  
A. D.  1 9 5. M or m o n  t ells a b o ut it 
w h e n  writi n g  of A m os  t h e r e c or d 
k e e p er:

A n d  h e  k e pt  it [t h e r e c or d] ei g ht y a n d 
f o ur y e ars, a n d t h er e w as  still p e a c e i n 
t h e l a n d, s a v e it w er e  a s m all p art  of  t h e 
p e o pl e  w h o  h a d  r e v olt e d fr o m t h e c h ur c h  
a n d t a k e n u p o n  t h e m t h e n a m e  L a m a nit es;  
t h er ef or e t h er e b e g a n  t o b e  L a m a nit es  a g ai n  
i n t h e l a n d. (It ali cs a ut h or ’s. I V N e p hi  2 0.)  

J ^ A T T E R- D A Y S a i nt s  h a v e  c o n cl u d e d  
t o o r e a dil y t h at t h e L a m a nit es  

ar e dir e ct d es c e n d a nts of L a m a n  
a n d  L e m u el.  A ct u all y  m u c h  N e p hit e  
bl o o d fl o ws i n t h eir v ei ns, n ot t o 
m e nti o n  t h e bl o o d  of  t h e M ul e kit es.  
I n r es p e ct t o t h e l att er, it s h o ul d b e 
r e c all e d t h at i n t h e d a ys of t h e 
y o u n g er  M osi a h  m or e  of  his  p e o pl e  

w er e  M ul e kit es  t h a n N e p hit es.  
N oti c e  t h e f oll o wi n g:

A n d  n o w ki n g M osi a h  c a us e d t h at all  
t h e p e o pl e  s h o ul d b e  g at h er e d  t o g et h er.

N o w  t h er e w er e  n ot s o m a n y  of t h e 
c hil dr e n of N e p hi,  or s o m a n y  of t h os e 
w h o  w er e  d es c e n d a nts  of  N e p hi,  as t h er e 
w er e  of  t h e p e o pl e  of  Z ar a h e ml a,  w h o  w as 
a  d es c e n d a nt  of  M ul e k,  a n d  t h os e w h o  c a m e  
wit h  hi m  i nt o t h e wil d er n ess.  ( M osi a h 2 5:  
1- 2.)

Fr o m  t his st at e m e nt w e  ar e  pr o b -
a bl y j ustifi e d i n c o n cl u di n g t h at 
t h e “ N e p hit es ”  of  t h e p eri o d  f oll o w-
i n g C hrist ’s a p p e ar a n c e  o n  t his c o n -
ti n e nt h a d  m or e  M ul e kit e  bl o o d  fl o w-
i n g i n t h eir v ei ns  t h a n N e p hit e  bl o o d.  
Fr o m  t h e vi e w p oi nt  of  t h e B o o k  of  
M or m o n,  t h e n, o ur I n di a ns ar e  
d es c e n d a nts of s e v er al p e o pl es —  
N e p hit es  a n d M ul e kit es,  wit h  s o m e 
L a m a nit e  i nfl u e n c e t hr o w n i n. f or 
g o o d m e as ur e. T h at M or m o n  
s e e m e d t o r e c o g ni z e t h e f a ct t h at t h e 
I n di a ns of o ur d a y  w o ul d  b e his  
o w n  p e o pl e  is s h o w n b y  s o m e of  his  
l ast pr o p h eti c  w or ds:

r r ,.q

A n d  n o w,  b e h ol d, I w o ul d  s p e a k; s o m e-
w h at  u nt o  t h e r e m n a nt of  t his p e o pl e  w h o 
ar e s p ar e d, if it s o b e  t h at G o d  m a y  gi v e

T H E  I M P R O V E M E N T E R A



a s p o rt r a y e d

u nt o  t h e m m y  w or ds,  t h at t h e y m a y  k n o w  
of  t h e t hi n gs of  t h eir f at h ers; . . .

K n o w  y e t h at y e m ust  c o m e t o t h e 
k n o wl e d g e of  y o ur  f at h ers, a n d r e p e nt of  
all y o ur  si ns a n d i ni q uiti es, a n d b eli e v e  i n 
J es us C hrist,  . . . ( M or m o n 7: 1,  5; s e e als o  
II N e p hi  2 6: 1 5.)

J t  m a y  b e  w ell  t o p oi nt  o ut  t h at t h e 
si m o n- p ur e L a m a nit es  of  t h e B o o k  

of M or m o n,  if w e  m a y  c all t h e m 
s u c h, ar e d e alt  wit h  i n t h e N e p hit e  
r e c or d b et w e e n II N e p hi  5 a n d  
O m ni  1 2. T h e  first- n a m e d c h a pt er  
r e c or ds t h e gr e at  br e a k  b et w e e n  t h e 
f oll o w ers of  N e p hi  o n  t h e o n e  h a n d  
a n d t h e f oll o w ers of L a m a n  a n d  
L e m u el  o n  t h e ot h er. I n it w e  ar e  
t ol d t h at t h e L a m a nit es  w er e  c ut  off  
fr o m t h e “ pr es e n c e  of  t h e L or d ” b e -
c a us e t h e y w o ul d  n ot h e ar k e n t o 
N e p hi ’s w or ds.  (II N e p hi  5: 2 0.)  
M or e o v er,  t h e y w er e  c urs e d  b e c a us e  
of  t h eir i ni q uiti es wit h  a “ s or e c urs -
i n g.” I n or d er  t h at t h e y w o ul d  n ot  
b e e nti ci n g t o t h e N e p hit es,  t h e 
L or d  c a us e d a “ s ki n of  bl a c k n ess ”  
t o c o m e u p o n  t h e m. (II N e p hi  5:  
2 1.) T h e  s a cr e d a c c o u nt  c o nti n u es:

A n d  t h us s ait h t h e L or d  G o d:  I will  
c a us e t h at t h e y s h all b e  l o at hs o m e u nt o  t h y 
[ N e p hi's] p e o pl e, s a v e t h e y s h all r e p e nt 
of  t h eir i ni q uiti es.

A n d  c urs e d s h all b e  t h e s e e d of  hi m  t h at 
mi x et h  wit h  t h eir s e e d; f or t h e y s h all b e  
c urs e d e v e n wit h  t h e s a m e c ursi n g. A n d  
t h e L or d  s p a k e it, a n d it w as  d o n e. (I d e m 
2 2- 2 3.)

N e p hi  s a ys t h at t h e L a m a nit es  
t h e n b e c a m e  a n “ i dl e p e o pl e,  f ull of  
mis c hi ef  a n d s u btl et y, a n d di d  s e e k 
i n t h e wil d er n ess  f or b e asts of  
pr e y. ” {I d e m 2 4.) T h e  L or d  m a d e  
us e of t h e m as a s c o ur g e t o t h e 
N e p hit es,  t o stir t h e m u p  i n r e m e m-
br a n c e of hi m. T h e  pr o mis e w as  
m a d e  t h at if t h e N e p hit es  di d  n ot  
r e m e m b er t h e L or d,  t h e y s h o ul d b e 
s c o ur g e d b y t h e L a m a nit es  u nt o  
d estr u cti o n. {I d e m 2 5.)

Littl e  m or e  is s ai d a b o ut t h e L a -
m a nit es  u ntil  w e  c o m e t o t h e B o o k  
of J a c o b. J a c o b disti n g uis h es b e -
t w e e n L a m a nit es  a n d N e p hit es  b y  
s a yi n g :

... I s h all c all t h e m L a m a nit es  t h at 
s e e k t o d estr o y  t h e p e o pl e  of  N e p hi,  a n d  
t h os e w h o  ar e  fri e n dl y t o N e p hi  I s h all c all  
N e p hit es,  or t h e p e o pl e of N e p hi,  . . . 
(J a c o b 1: 1 4.)

D E C E M B E R  1 9 4 8

DI R E C T O R  O F  R E LI GI O U S I N S T R U C TI O N

B RI G H A M  Y O U N G U NI V E R SI T Y

i n t h e 
B o o k  of  
M o r m o n

^ ^ h e n  J a c o b c h astis e d his m e n  
f ol k fr o m t h e t e m pl e pr e ci n cts  

f or t h eir u n c h astit y a n d l a c k of  
h u milit y,  h e  m a d e  s o m e i nt er esti n g 
c o m p aris o ns b et w e e n  t h e N e p hit es  
a n d  L a m a nit es.  H e  p oi nt e d  o ut  t h at 
t h e N e p hit es  w er e  m or e  i ni q uit o us 
t h a n t h e L a m a nit es. T h e y  h a d  
br o k e n  t h e h e arts  of  t h eir wi v es  a n d  
h a d  l ost t h e c o n -
fi d e n c e of t h eir 
c hil dr e n. (J a c o b 
2: 3 5.) “ . . . t h e 
L a m a nit es.  . . ”  
h e s ai d, “ w h o m  
y e h at e b e c a us e  
of  t h eir filt hi n ess 
a n d t h e c ursi n g w hi c h  h at h c o m e  
u p o n  t h eir s ki ns, ar e  m or e  ri g ht e o us 
t h a n y o u;  . . .” {I bi d., 3: 5.)

T h e y  w er e  m or e  ri g ht e o us t h a n 
t h e N e p hit es  b e c a us e  t h e y k e pt  t h e 
m arri a g e  l a ws w hi c h  G o d  h a d  gi v e n 
his  p e o pl e  i n t h e b e gi n ni n g. A  m a n  
w as  t o h a v e  b ut  o n e  wif e  a n d n o  
c o n c u bi n es. J a c o b d e cl ar e d  t h at b e -
c a us e  of  t h eir a d h er e n c e  t o t his c o m-
m a n d m e nt  t h e L or d  w o ul d  n ot  d e -
str o y t h e m, b ut  w o ul d  b e m er cif ul  
t o t h e m, a n d  s o m e d a y  t h e y s h o ul d  
b e  a bl ess e d  p e o pl e. ( S e e als o II 
N e p hi  3 0: 3- 6.) T his  pr o mis e h as  
b e e n  p artl y  f ulfill e d i n o ur  A m eri c a n  
I n di a ns, a n d  w e  m a y  e x p e ct  m or e  of  
it t o b e  r e ali z e d i n t h e n ot-t o o- dis-  
t a nt f ut ur e. O n e  r e m ar k of  J a c o b ’s 
is of  s p e ci al i nt er est t o us. H e  s ai d:

B e h ol d,  t h eir [t h e L a m a nit es ’] h us b a n ds  
l o v e t h eir wi v es,  a n d t h eir wi v es  l o v e t h eir 
h us b a n ds; a n d t h eir h us b a n ds a n d t h eir 
wi v es  l o v e t h eir c hil dr e n; a n d t h eir u n -
b eli ef a n d t h eir h atr e d t o w ar ds y o u is 
b e c a us e of t h e i ni q uit y of t h eir f at h ers; 
w h er ef or e,  h o w  m u c h  b ett er  ar e y o u  t h a n 
t h e y, i n t h e si g ht of  y o ur  gr e at  Cr e at or ?

O  m y  br et hr e n, I f e ar t h at u nl ess y e  
s h all r e p e nt of y o ur  si ns t h at t h eir s ki ns . 
will  b e  w hit er  t h a n y o urs,  w h e n  y e  s h all 
b e br o u g ht wit h  t h e m b ef or e t h e t hr o n e 
of  G o d.  (J a c o b 3: 7- 8.)

It is w ort h y  of  m or e  t h a n p assi n g  
n oti c e  t o o bs er v e  t h at t h e L a m a nit es  
w er e  e v e nt u all y  t o tri u m p h o v er  t h e 
N e p hit es.  D es pit e  t h e f a ct t h at t h e 
N e p hit es  w er e  gi v e n  t h e c h oi c e  p osi -

ti o n b ef or e G o d,  wit h  r e v el ati o ns, 
visi o ns,  a n d  pr o p h ets  t o g ui d e  t h e m, 
t h e L a m a nit es  s e e m fi n all y t o h a v e  
w o n  o ut  o v er  t h e N e p hit es  b e c a us e  
t h e y k e pt  G o d ’s l a w r es p e cti n g m ar -
ri a g e. As  J a c o b pr e di ct e d,  “ . . . b e -
c a us e  of  t his o bs er v a n c e,  i n k e e pi n g  
t his c o m m a n d m e nt, t h e L or d  G o d  
will  n ot  d estr o y  t h e m, . . .” {I d e m  
6.)

T h e  p e o pl e  w h o  br o k e  a w a y  fr o m 
t h e N e p hit e  c h ur c h  a b o ut A. D.  1 9 5  
a n d w h o  b e c a m e k n o w n as L a -
m a nit es  m ust  h a v e c o nti n u e d t h e 
ol d m arri a g e  c ust o ms pr ais e d b y  
J a c o b h u n dr e ds of y e ars b ef or e.  
T h er ef or e,  t h eir d es c e n d a nts w er e  
p er mitt e d  t o c o nti n u e o n t his l a n d 
aft er t h e d estr u cti o n of t h e N e -
p hit es.  ,

I h a v e c all e d  
att e nti o n els e -
w h er e  t o t h e his -
t ori c al i m  p  o  r- 
t a n c e of  t h e B o o k  
of  O m ni.  B e gi n -
ni n g wit h  v ers e  
1 2,  it r el at es t h at 

t h e el d er  M osi a h  a n d  a  gr o u p  of  f ol-
l o w ers br o k e  a w a y fr o m t h e m ai n  
b o d y  of  N e p hit es  a n d fl e d i nt o t h e 
wil d er n ess,  w h er e  t h e y j oi n e d t h e 
M ul e kit es.  T h e  u nit e d b a n d of  
N e p hit es  a n d M ul e kit es,  t o g et h er 
wit h  t h eir d es c e n d a nts,  is t h e c e n -
tr al i nt er est of  t h e B o o k  of  M or m o n  
hist or y. B ut  w h at  b e c a m e of t h e 
m ai n  b o d y  of  N e p hit es  fr o m w h e n c e  
t h e el d er  M osi a h  fl e d ? T h e  N e p hit e  
r e c or d is sil e nt. V er y  pr o b a bl y  
t h es e wi c k e d  N e p hit es  l at er j oi n e d 
t h e L a m a nit es  or  w er e  d estr o y e d,  s o 
t h at t h eir hist or y b e c a m e m er g e d  
wit h  t h at of  t h e l att er. T h e  pr e di c -
ti o ns of  J a c o b m a y  gi v e  t h e cl u e t o 
t h eir s u d d e n dis a p p e ar a n c e:

... t h e L a m a nit es  . . . s h all s c o ur g e y o u 
e v e n  u nt o  d estr u cti o n.  A n d  t h e ti m e s p e e di -
l y c o m et h, t h at e x c e pt y e [ N e p hit es] r e-
p e nt t h e y [t h e L a m a nit es]  s h all p oss ess  
t h e l a n d of  y o ur  i n h erit a n c e, a n d t h e L or d  
G o d  will  l e a d a w a y  t h e ri g ht e o us o ut  fr o m 
a m o n g y o u. (I d e m 3- 4.)

'J’h e  “ ri g ht e o us” w h o  w er e  t o b e  
“ l e d a w a y ” m a y  w ell  h a v e  b e e n  

t h e el d er M osi a h  a n d  his  f oll o w ers. 
If t h e m ai n  b o d y  of  N e p hit es  e v e n -
t u all y j oi n e d t h e L a m a nit es,  w e  h a v e  
a f a ct of  c a pit al i m p ort a n c e i n L a -
m a nit e  hist or y. It w o ul d  t h e n b e 
q uit e  u n d erst a n d a bl e w h y  t h e L a -
m a nit es  s o o v er w h el mi n gl y  o ut n u m -
b er e d  t h e N e p hit es,  as M osi a h  2 5: 3  
p oi nts o ut. If t h e m ai n  b o d y of  

( C o nti n u e d o n  p a g e  8 2 6)  
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E VI D E N C E S  A N D  R E C O N CI LI A TI O N S
( C o n cl u d e d fr o m p a g e  8 2 4)  

T his j o y t h e Pr o p h et s o u g ht  
t hr o u g h o ut his  y e ars.

T hr o u g h o ut  t h e p a g es of t h e 
Pr o p h et ’s j o ur n al r u ns a s pirit of  
l o v e f or his  f ell o w m e n.  H e  c h er -
is h e d his  fri e n ds hi ps, a n d s p o k e of  
t h e m wit h  s o t e n d er a l o v e as t o 
m elt  t h e h e art. W h e n  h e w as  
ur g e d  t o g o  t o C art h a g e,  w h er e  h e  
w as  m art yr e d,  h e  s ai d, “ If m y  lif e 
is of  n o  v al u e  t o m y  fri e n ds it is of  
n o n e  t o m ys elf. ” “ I n t h e c a us e  t h at 
h e r e pr es e nt e d, h e f or g ot hi ms elf  
a n d  t h o u g ht o nl y  of  ot h ers.

B y  t h es e t ests, as b y  ot h ers,  J o-
s e p h S mit h  w as  a  gr e at  m a n.

^ Hist or y  of  t h e C h ur c h,  6: 5 4 9

T H E  L A M A NI T E S  A S  P O R T R A Y E D  I N T H E  B O O K  O F  M O R M O N
( C o nti n u e d fr o m p a g e  7 9 3)  

N e p hit es  j oi n e d t h e L a m a nit es  as  
h as b e e n s u g g est e d, it m ust  h a v e  
b e e n  s o m eti m e b et w e e n  t h e d a ys  of  
t h e el d er M osi a h  a n d t h e d a ys  of  
Z e niff, w h o  l e d N e p hit es  fr o m 
Z ar a h e ml a  t o t h e l a n d of  t h eir f or e-
f at h ers. Z e niff  m a k es  n o m e nti o n  
of  fi n di n g d es c e n d a nts  of  t h e m ai n  
b o d y  of  N e p hit es  aft er arri vi n g at  
t h e pl a c e  of  t h eir i n h erit a n c e. ( S e e 
M osi a h  9: 3- 8.)

T h e  L a m a nit es  at  t h eir w orst  ar e  
d es cri b e d  i n t h e B o o k  of  M or m o n  
as h a vi n g  a n e vil n at ur e  a n d  as  b e -
i n g wil d,  f er o ci o us, bl o o dt hirst y,  
i d ol atr o us, a n d filt h y, d w elli n g i n 
t e nts, a n d f e e di n g u p o n  b e asts of  
pr e y. (E n os  2 0.) T h e y  w e nt  a b o ut  
wit h  s h ort s ki n gir dl es  ar o u n d  t h eir 
l oi ns, a n d t h eir h e a ds  w er e  s h a v e n.  
(I bi d.) T h e y  w er e  s kill e d i n t h e 
us e  of  t h e b o w,  t h e ci m et er, a n d  t h e 
a x. M a n y  at e n ot hi n g b ut r a w 
m e at,  a n d t h e y s o u g ht c o nti n u all y  
t o d estr o y  t h e N e p hit es.  (I bi d.) At  
t h eir b est  m a n y  L a m a nit es  w er e  c o n -
v ert e d  b y  t h e N e p hit es  a n d  b e c a m e  
m o d el  m e m b ers  of t h e N e p hi  t e 
c h ur c h. A  g o o d e x a m pl e of s u c h 
c o n v ersi o n is f o u n d i n Al m a  2 3.  
H er e  it is r e c o u nt e d t h at t h e ki n g  of  
t h e L a m a nit es  s e nt a pr o cl a m ati o n  
f ort h pr o hi biti n g  a n y o n e fr o m l a y-
i n g h a n ds  u p o n  t h e f o ur missi o n ar y  
s o ns of  Ki n g  M osi a h  or  i n a n y  w a y  
pr e v e nti n g  t h e m fr o m c arr yi n g o ut  
t h eir mi nistr y.  T h o us a n ds  of L a -
m a nit es  w er e  br o u g ht  t o a k n o wl -
e d g e  of  t h e tr ut h. T h e  s a cr e d r e c or d 
t estifi es:

F ait h  i n G o d;  l o v e of  tr ut h; g e n u -
i n e h u milit y;  a n d  si n c er e l o v e of  o ur  
f ell o w m e n,  ar e  al w a ys disti n g uis h -
i n g m ar ks  of  gr e at n ess. T h at  a p -
pli es  n ot  o nl y  t o J os e p h, b ut  als o t o 
his  f oll o w ers n o w  li vi n g.

T h es e  q u aliti es  als o  a ns w er  t h os e 
w h o  w o ul d  h a v e  t h e C h ur c h  f o u n d-
e d t hr o u g h J os e p h S mit h  m a k e  t his 
or  t h at c h a n g e, s et u p  t his or  t h at 
pr a cti c e. T h e  C h ur c h  as a n or g a n -
i z ati o n m ust  n e v er  f ail t o a p p e al t o 
G o d,  or  g o  b e y o n d  t h e b o u n d s  of  
tr ut h; b ut  m ust  l o o k u p o n  its elf as  
a m er e  i nstr u m e nt t o a c c o m plis h  
G o d ’s p ur p os es; a n d i n all of  its 
w or k  m ust  b e  a bl essi n g  t o h u m a n -
ki n d. — J. A.  W.

A n d  as s ur e as t h e L or d  li v et h, s o s ur e 
as m a n y  as b eli e v e d,  or  as m a n y  as w er e  
br o u g ht t o t h e k n o wl e d g e of t h e tr ut h, 
t hr o u g h t h e pr e a c hi n g of  A m m o n  a n d his  
br et hr e n,  a c c or di n g t o t h e s pirit of  r e v el a-
ti o n a n d of pr o p h e c y, a n d t h e p o w er of  
G o d  w or ki n g  mir a cl es  i n t h e m— y e a,  I s a y 
u nt o  y o u,  as t h e L or d  li v et h, as m a n y  of  
t h e L a m a nit es  as  b eli e v e d  i n t h eir pr e a c h -
i n g, a n d w er e  c o n v ert e d u nt o t h e L or d,  
n e v er  di d  f all a w a y.

F or t h e y b e c a m e a ri g ht e o us p e o pl e;  
t h e y di d l a y d o w n t h e w e a p o n s  of t h eir 
r e b elli o n, t h at t h e y di d n ot fi g ht a g ai nst  
G o d  a n y  m or e,  n eit h er  a g ai nst a n y  of  t h eir 
br et hr e n. ( Al m a 2 3: 6- 7.)

T his  is a  w o n d erf ul  t esti m o n y t o 
t h e f ait hf ul n ess of  t h e c o n v ert e d  L a -
m a nit es.  T h e  gr e at est  w ar  st or y i n 
t h e B o o k  of  M or m o n  c o n c er ns t h e 
f ait h a n d  v al or  of  t h e t w o t h o us a n d 
“ s o ns of H el a m a n, ” a ct u all y t h e 
s o ns of L a m a nit es  w h o  h a d r e-
n o u n c e d w ar  a n d killi n g f or e v er. 
( S e e Al m a  2 4; 5 3: 1 0- 2 2; 5 6- 5 8.)  
N or  s h o ul d w e  f or g et S a m u el,  t h e 
gr e at L a m a nit e  pr o p h et  w h o  f or e-
t ol d t h e si g ns of  C hrist ’s birt h  a n d  
d e at h. ( H el a m a n 1 4.) T h e  r es ur-
r e ct e d S a vi or  h el d  S a m u el  i n s u c h 
gr e at  f a v or t h at h e  c o m m a n d e d  t h at 
t h e N e p hit e  r e c or ds b e  a m e n d e d t o 
r e c or d t h e f ulfil m e nt of  his  pr o p h -
e ci es. (Ill N e p hi  2 3: 9- 1 3.)

W h e n  t h e L a m a nit es  f ull y u n d er -
st o o d t h e w or d  of  G o d,  t h e y w er e  
e xtr e m el y  f ait hf ul, a n d  i n m a n y  i n-
st a n c es t h e c urs e  of  a  d ar k  s ki n w as  
t a k e n fr o m t h e m. (S e e  III N e p hi  2:  
1 1- 1 6.) F urt h er m or e, t h e y w er e  
q uit e c a p a bl e of pr e a c hi n g t o t h e 
N e p hit es.  S a m u el  t h e L a m a nit e  is
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an illustrious example of this fact.
Let us summarize this brief ac-

count of the Lamanites:
1. The Lamanites as portrayed 

in the Book of Mormon are descend-
ants of the combined Nephite, Mu-
lekite, and Lamanite peoples who 
were spared on this continent at the 
time of the Savior’s crucifixion.

2. The Lamanites were a scourge 
to the Nephites to keep them faith-
ful to the Lord.

3. The Lamanite people survived 
the Nephites because they observed 
the Lord’s commandments respect-
ing marriage as predicted by the 
prophet Jacob. (Jacob 3:6.)

4. The main body of Nephites 
from which the elder Mosiah and his 
followers departed (Omni 12, 13) 
were probably either destroyed or 
lost their identity by joining the 
Lamanites.

5. When the Lamanites under-
stood the Lord’s word, they were 
very faithful and renounced their 
filth and their crude methods of liv-
ing. Samuel the Lamanite was one 
of the greatest prophets of the Book 
of Mormon.

6. The promise of the Lord to the 
Lamanite remnant, our Indians, is 
that they shall yet receive the gospel 
and become a white and delight-
some people.

AND UNTO THEE OUR LIVES 
IN PURITY

By Caroline Eyeing Miner

(This poem was written for and read 
at the dedication of the Riverton First 
Ward Chapel, December 28, 1947. 
May it symbolize a great movement 

all over this Church.)

T^ODAY we dedicate this house to thee, 
Dear Lord, this glorious chapel we have 
built,

Its spire, a finger lifted reverently
Toward thee whose precious blood was 

freely spilled
For us. It is the symbol of our love, 
Our unity, our hope of better things; 
Our faith in leaders with a dream above 
Self-interest, whose fulfilment brings 
A satisfaction known alone to those
Who act as loving shepherds to the fold 
Leading aright their precious flocks to en-

close
Them in a sheltered haven where no cold, 
No unbelief, no hurt, nor harm can come.

From this day on let quiet peace be here! 
Let here be tolerance for all; let some 
Sweet music, gracious deed, kind word of 

cheer.
Given some lonely heart within this place, 
Lead him to look with joy upon thy face. 
Let here be faith and hope and charity, 
No discord, only joyous harmony.
Today we dedicate this house to thee, 
And unto thee our lives in purity.
DECEMBER 1948
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