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SOME UNIVERSALS

‘'ormon

By DR. SIDNEY B. SPERRY

BRIGHAM YOUNG UNIVERSITY

y a universal element is meant a
statement of a bit of wisdom or
teaching which has a comprehen-

B

yea, they did esteem him more than any
other man; for they did not look upon him
as a tyrant who was seeking for gain, yea,

sive spiritual appeal to humanity afor that lucre which doth corrupt the soul;

large. The golden rule of the Master
is an unusually good illustration of what
is meant. The examples found in the
Book of Mormon are of very high
merit.

At the outset we note that the title
page of the Book of Mormon states
that this scripture was written in part
“to the convincing of the Jew and Gen-
tile that Jesus is the Christ, the Eternal
God, manifesting himself to all na-
tions.” Manifesting himself to all na-
tions.] There is no narrowness or par-
ticularism here. The message and doc-
trines of the book are and were in-
tended for persons of every church,
creed, and race, whether Jew or Gentile,
Mormon or Methodist, black, brown,
red, or white. The Fatherhood of God
for all mankind pervades the book from
beginning to end. The spirit of humili-
ty, faith, trust in God, sincerity, and
love for man are inherent throughout.
In fact, the good of man is the center
and whole aim of'it.

The reader will find a profound op-
position to sin and oppression through-
out the volume. In these days when we
hear so much about the soul-destroying
political doctrines of men, and of the
attempts being made to shackle and
regiment men by devious and sundry
techniques, it is wholesome and soul-
satisfying to note the spirit of free
agency and democracy in the Book of
Mormon:

Therefore they relinquished their desires
for a king, and became exceedingly anxious
that every man should have an equal chance
throughout all the land; yea, and every man
expressed a willingness to answer for his
own sins. Therefore, it came to pass that
they assembled themselves together in
bodies throughout the land, to cast in their
voices concerning who should be their
judges, to judge them according to the law
which had been given them; and they were
exceedingly rejoiced because of the liberty
which had been granted unto them. And
they did wax strong in love towards Mosiah;
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for he had not exacted riches of them,
neither had he delighted in the shedding of
blood; but he had established peace in the
land, and he had granted unto his people
that they should be delivered from all man-
ner of bondage; therefore they did esteem
him, yea, exceedingly, beyond measure.
And it came to pass that they did appoint
judges to rule over them, or to judge them
according to the law; and this they did
throughout all the land. (Mosiah 29:38-
41.)

In this connection note another great
passage in II Nephi 2:27:

Wherefore, men are free according to the
flesh; and all things are given them which
are expedient unto man. And they are free
to choose liberty and eternal life, through
the great mediation of «JI men, or to choose
captivity and death, according to the cap-
tivity and power of the devil; for he seeketh
that all men might be miserable like unto
himself.

Among the greatest of the universals

to be found in the Book of Mor-
mon is the one which sets forth the
common position of all men before God.
In I Nephi 17 we find Nephi instructing
his brethren concerning the reasons
why God permitted the Israelites to
conquer the inhabitants of Palestine
after crossing the Jordan. Nephi says:

And now, do ye suppose that the chil-
dren of this land, who were in the land of
promise, who were driven out by our fa-
thers, do ye suppose that they were right-
eous? Behold, I say unto you, Nay. Do ye
suppose that our fathers would have been
more choice than they if they had been
righteous? 1 say unto you, Nay. Behold, the
Lord esteemeth all flesh in one; he that is
righteous is favored of God. ... (I Nephi
17:33-35. Italics ours.)

Here is courageously expressed the
principle that, everything else being
equal, all men stand in the same relation
to God. There is no favoritism. The
only thing that can change that relation-
ship is sin and unrighteousness; God

Illustrated by John Henry Evans, ft

definitely favors the righteous. One is
reminded here of the stirring words of
the prophet Amos when he said:

Are ye not as children of the Ethio-
pians unto me, O children of Israel? saith
the Lord. Have not I brought up Israel out
of the land of Egypt? and the Philistines
from Caphtor, and the Syrians from Kir?
(Amos 9:7.)

The same principle is again expressed
in different words by Nephi in a beau-
tiful passage which we quote:

... he [the Lord] doeth nothing save it
be plain unto the children of men; and he
inviteth them all to come unto him and par-
take of his goodness; and he denieth none
that come unto him, black and white, bond
and free, male and female; and he remem-
bereth the heathen; and all are alike unto
God, both Jew and Gentile. (11 Nephi 26:
33. Italics ours.)

It is the considered belief of the
writer that doctrines such as expressed
above will “prove" the Book of Mor-
mon to the world more than anything
we can do or say in its defense.

A\nothe r very interesting universal in

the Book of Mormon has reference
to the teaching of God’s word among
the nations. While the Lord would like
to lift up and exalt all of his children,
he knows, as all teachers know, that
men are of unequal intellectual and spir-
itual capacities. Some individuals un-
derstand and receive truth with great
facility and yield fruit an hundred fold;
others receive it less readily and yield
fruit tenfold or twofold; and still others
find it hard to see the truth at all save
in its barest outlines. Yet our Father
views all of his children with love and
compassion, and he does not desire those
of little capacity to be held responsible
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for truth in the same degree as those
of large capacity. What we have said
of individuals, the Book of Mormon
seems to apply to nations in the follow-
ing words:

For behold, the Lord doth grant unto all
nations, of their own nation and tongue, to
teach his word, yea, in wisdom, all that he
seeth fit that they should have; therefore
we see that the Lord doth counsel in wis-
dom, according to that which is just and
true. (Alma 29:8.)

If this scripture is understood cor-
rectly by the writer, it seems that the
sentiments expressed therein account
for the fact that among most of the
world’s various literatures there are ex-
pressed certain basic gospel truths. In
other words, God permits all peoples
to have as much of his truth as they
can assimilate and understand. The
writer knows from actual experience
how very difficult it is to explain to
Arabs the fundamental principles of the
gospel. Up to a certain point they
comprehend and understand; beyond
that they seem to be lost. If the Book
of Mormon is correct, it would seem to
be no accident that great leaders like
Confucius, Buddha, Zoroaster, Mo-
hammed, and others have been raised
up among various peoples of the world.
These men have, in a measure, taught
“his word, yea, in wisdom, all that he
seeth fit that they [the people] should
have.” We have no disposition to over-
simplify the problem, but it has always
seemed to us a remarkable fact, having
great philosophical import, that only a
small fraction of the world’s peoples
have any considerable insight into
Christianity even when taught by ca-
pable individuals.

Whether one agrees entirely or in
part with the Book of Mormon teach-
ing here expressed, the fact remains that
it has universal insight worthy of con-
sideration.

Jn the thirty-second chapter of Alma
4 there is a great discourse on faith and
how it may be acquired and made a
practical instrument in spiritual life.
Alma seems to have such confidence in
the religious truths expounded by him
that he is willing to have his words sub-
jected to experimental trial. He
preached to his hearers as follows:

But behold, if ye will awake and arouse
your faculties, epen to an experiment upon
my words, and exercise a particle of faith,
yea, even if ye can no more than desire to
believe, let this desire work in you, even
until ye believe in a manner that ye can
give place for a portion of my words. (Alma
32:27. ltalics ours.)

The recognition that many teachings
in the spiritual realm may be, and should
be, tested by experiment is of universal
interest and validity. What trouble and
sadness may the world have been
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spared had it recognized this principle!
Moreover, it has the backing and bless-
ing of no less a figure than Jesus of
Nazareth who declared:

If any man will do his will, he shall know
of the doctrine [teaching], whether it be of
God, or whether [ speak of myself. (John 7:
17))

There is a feeling of confidence, trust,
and respect aroused in an individual
when he is invited to experiment upon
or test the validity of a religious prin-
ciple. The Book of Mormon tells us
that another prophet, by the name of
Amulek, a friend and comrade of
Alma’s, emulated the example of the
latter by exhorting his brethren to
“plant the word in your hearts, that ye
may try the experiment of its good-
ness.” (Alma 34:4. Italics author’s.)

The Book of Mormon doctrine of ex-
perimentation or of testing the validity
of religious teaching is interestingly ap-
plied by the last Nephite prophet, Mo-
roni. Before sealing up the sacred gold
plates of which he was the custodian,
this great individual urged the future
readers of the Book of Mormon to test
the validity of its claims with a sincere
experiment:

And when ye shall receive these things, |
would exhort you that ye would ask God,
the Eternal Father, in the name of Christ, if
these things are not true; and if ye shall ask
with a sincere heart, with real intent, having
faith in Christ, he will manifest the truth of
it unto you, by the power of the Holy
Ghost. (Moroni 10:4.)

This great experiment in the spiritual
realm is urged upon all men without dis-
tinction; if honestly and sincerely per-
formed, any person may have the truth
manifested concerning the claims of the
Nephite scripture by means of the Holy
Ghost.

JDefore  passing from Alma’s sermon,

let us notice another teaching of his
which has universal elements in it. It
concerns the principle of faith. After
pointing out that faith and knowledge
are two entirely different concepts, and,
furthermore, that a person who knows
the will of God is in a more responsible
position before him than one who only
believes, the prophet states:

And now as [ said concerning faith—faith
is not to have a perfect knowledge of things;
therefore if ye have faith ye hope for things
which are not seen, which are true. (Alma
32:21. Italics ours.)

This Book of Mormon prophet has
his feet on the ground—when a person
has faith he hopes for things which are
not seen, which are true. This is clearer
and in many respects a more satisfac-
tory statement about faith than the one
in Hebrews 11:1:

Now faith is the substance of things

hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.
(Hebrews 11:1.)

Alma takes faith out of the realm of
mere credulity—i.e., readiness to believe
on slight evidence. There is a note in
his statement which rings true to the
critical mind. There are too many per-
sons in every generation, including our
own, who hope for things—fantastic
things—in the name of faith and reli-
gion, but who give little thought as to
whether or not they are based on truth.

The ancient problem of good and
evil is of universal interest. The
ancestors of the Nephites, the He-
brews, had no philosophic tradition
in the Greek sense of the term. More-
over, the earliest Nephites seem, ac-
cording to their own accounts at least,
to have been simple, honest folk with
few or no profound speculative inter-
ests. Consequently, the religion of the
Nephites was simple, and they handled
the problem of good and evil accord-
ingly. Nowhere does the Book of Mor-
mon make an attempt to solve it in the
manner of the Book of Job. To the
Nephite teachers all that is good comes
from God, and evil comes from the
devil:

For I say unto you that whatsoever is
good cometh from God, and whatsoever is
evil cometh from the devil. (Alma 5:40.)

Note also the teaching of Mormon:

Wherefore, all things which are good
cometh of God; and that which is evil
cometh of the devil; for the devil is an
enemy unto God, and fighteth against him
continually, and inviteth and enticeth to sin,
and to do that which is evil continually.
(Moroni 7:12.)

In the instructions of Lehi to his son
Jacob, there is to be found an interesting
variation in the Nephite solution of the
problem of good and evil. We may call
it the doctrine of opposition-in-all-
things. In terms of modern philosophy
it might be denominated the theory of
contrast-effect. Lehi says:

For it must needs be, that there is an op-
position in all things. Ifnot so ... righteous-
ness could not be brought to pass, neither
wickedness, neither holiness nor misery,
neither good nor bad. ... it must needs be
that there was an opposition; even the for-
bidden fruit in opposition to the tree of life;
the one being sweet and the other bitter.
Wherefore, the Lord God gave unto man
that he should act for himself. (II Nephi
2:11, 15, 16)

There are universal elements in this
teaching acceptable even to some mod-
ern philosophers, though the latter
might point out that there is entirely too
much evil in the world for the purpose
of contrast to good. While Lehi was
probably not attempting to be philo-
sophical, his sermon to his son is to the

(Continued on page 240)
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ANOTHER STEP

In Overland Greyhound'’s
Improvement Program

First step in our postwar conversion
was faster schedules, more buses,
greater convenience. Now a million
dollars worth ofnew modern termi-
nals are planned or in the process
of construction. And Greyhound is
going forward with still other plans
to make bus travel more attractive
than ever before.

Operated by
Interstate Transit Lines
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HUNGRY SHEEP

(Concluded from page 215)

Joan made a poor guess at his mus-
ings. “A man doesn’t nave to remain in
a small town after he has outgrown it.
But right now the Gazerte needs you.”

He turned, passionately. "I'm trying
to save myself, Joan. You don’t know
what it would be like to live in that
antiquated house without—Stan.”

“I think perhaps I do.”

Something in her throaty tone stirred
him, deep down, where he was strug-
gling to keep the loneliness under cov-
er. He scrutinized her profile—lifted
chin and intense gaze, pallid cheek, the
thinness of which her flowing brown
hair failed to hide.

“You don't think Stan died in my
heart, do you?”

In pity he swept his eyes away from
her struggling face. He felt the muscles
of his own throat pulling painfully.
“You stubborn little chaplain,” he said
thickly, "you won't even let yourself
cry.” After what seemed a long time
Ee %tood up jerkily and groped for her

and.

“I guess you win. To the ladies be-
long the—spoiled. I'll go back for a
day or two—I've got to get you home.”
Joan telephoned while Paul was pack-
ing.

TN ow as he helped her to

the curb, she felt the tremor of his
hand. His conviction that he must pro-
tect her from unhappy memories had
steeled him during the long ride, but the
sight of the small streets with their
immense trees and the sudden loom of
his home had awakened his sleeping un-
certainty. Joan slipped her arm through
his and started resolutely up the path,
but her heart, too, was fluttering with
misgivings. What if she had done the
wrong thing in bringing Paul back thus
abruptly? She knew so little about ill-
ness—could over-strained nerves snap?
In reality, the only thing she did know
about Paul was his need for love.
Could Mrs. Goodrich do as Joan had
requested over the telephone, accept
her son without pity?

As they entered the hall, Elizabeth
welcomed them joyously in small,
broken sentences, drawing them into
the living room. Henrietta had risen.
Struggling against tears, she stood
swaying slightly, as though she were
attempting to advance but found her
feet too weighty. “Hello,” he said,
boyishly. She stretched out her arms,
and the spontaneity of her smile lifted
him. “Oh, Paul,” was all she could
manage. He placed her on the couch
and sat beside her. In a few moments
he took in the familiar walls, the oils,
and heavy drapes, Stan's picture in his
i:zg)tain uniform, his own sketch of the
ake.

“You kept everything just as it used
to be, didn't you, Mom?”

“I tried to. But Elizabeth and [ have
had a long wait.”

She lay back on the pillows weakly,
clinging to his hand, hungry eyes on his
face. Paul leaned nearer and discov-
ered something about his mother he
had never known before: Carefully
guarded, beneath the artificiality, her

eart burned with a fierce desire for af-
fection. She felt the wave of his sym-
pathy.

"I couldn’t lose two sons,” she said,
shaken. “I didn’t have the strength to
lose two.”

"You'll be all right, Mom,” soothed
Paul. “I'm an old stick-in-the-mud
now, and I'm going to stick around here
a long time.”

Joan slipped out of the house and
walked slowly down the steps, the vel-
vet touch of night on her burning eyes.
The street was as silent as the sky. As
she reached the other side, the shelter-
ing trees pushed their branches down to
her. They knew. Paul will be precious
to me—God, don't let this moment be of
no availl And then it was that the
realization came to her, as in a flash:
None of the great moments were ever
lost. Unchanged, they lived to rush
back, again and again, to shine above
the dulling clouds of anguish. They
were the understanding moments,
springing from the well which lies deep-
er than culture or race.

SOME UNIVERSALS IN THE BOOK OF MORMON

(Continued from page 213)
writer the most philosophical of any
in the Book of Mormon.

J*EFORE concluding, we call attention
to two other passages in the Book
of Mormon having distinct universal
implications. The first, which is very
commonly quoted by our people, throws
light on the purposes leading to man’s
existence in mortality. It therefore re-
fers to all men without exception. The
passage reads:
Adam fell that men might be; and men
are, that they might have joy. (II Nephi

Men are that they might have joyl
All men, whether Americans, English,
Russians, French, Germans, Japanese.
Italians, Hottentots, or Burmese, were
placed on this earth for the purpose of
having joy. The word “joy” as used
by Lehi in this scripture has no narrow
connotations. The word, of course, has
the usual dictionary meanings such as
“the emotion excited by the acquisition
or expectation of good," “gladness,”
“delight,” "bliss,” “gaiety,” but far and
beyond these Lehi seems to mean a
way of life that will lead to eternal life

(Concluded on page 242)
THE IMPROVEMENT ERA



The University of Utah

offers @ memeorable

oUMMER SCHODL

Summer Quarter—June 10 to August 23
Six Weeks' Session—June 10 to July 19
Post Session—July 22 to August 23

The visiting faculty includes leaders in many fields . . .

Dr. E. Allen Bateman—Siate Superintendent of Public Instruction, Salt Lake
City.

Dr. Raymond Burrews—Associate Professor of Music Education, Teachers
College, Columbia University, New York,

Dr. Marcla Edwards—Associate Prolessor of Education,
College of Education, University of Minnesota.

John W. Ferree, M.D.—5talf Member, American Social Hygiene Association.

Professor V. D, Gardner—Prolessor of Accounting and Business Administra-
tion, Utah State Agricultural College, Logan.

Assistant Dean,

Miss Eatherine S, Enox—Special Representative, Frentice-Hall, Ine., expert
on Thomas Matural Shorthand.

Dr. Edwin Mims—Frofessor-emeritus of English, Vanderbilt University, Nash-
ville, Tennessee.

Dr. |. C. Molfitt—Superintendent of Prove City Schools, Prove, Utah.
Miss Mary Nielsen—Supervisor, Scuth Sanpete School District, Manti, Utah.
Dr. Dora V. Smith—Professor of Education, University of Minnesota,

Dr. V. T. Thayer—Educaticnal Director, Ethical Culture Schools, New York
City.

Dr. Hareld W. Vinacke—Frofesser of International Law and Politics, Uni-
versity of Cincinnati, Ohio.

Miss Mildred Wharlon—Extension Specialist, National Congress of Parents
and Teachers, Chicago, 111

In addition to regular courses, an intensive program of school and civic
aclivities will be offered. .Plan to altend one or both sessiona of Summer
School at your University.

FOR SUMMER SCHOOL BULLETIN
Write to

DIRECTCOR OF SUMMER SESSION

UNIVERSITY OF UTAH

SALT LAKE CITY

MUSIC

We carry large stocks of musle sullable lor

CHURCHES
Sy H'E B . 5

AND .
Arranged
HOME USE

ter Vocal and
Instrumental
S0LOS—CHOIRS—BANDS

We speciglize in L. D. 3. Church music. Write
ta us for sug Hons ond maleric]l oveilable.
Daaglers in Steloway and Lester planss. band
and orchesira instruments, lelking machines.
records and musiclans’ supplies,

DAYNES MUSIC CO.

47 5o, Maoin 5t Sali Loke City 1 '

242

—

HELP US — HELP YOU!

HILLAM'S COSTUMES
are BETTER COSTUMES

Saler for you to secure cos-
tumes BEFORE setting Per-

formance Date.

Hillam's Costume Shop

Salt Lake City, Utah

10 ROOMS FILLED WITH SPFLENDID

COSTUMES

Some Universals in

the Book of Mormon

{Concluded fmmg:gt 240
in God's presence. the
prophet further states:

ephite

.+ . [ have none other object save it be the
everlasting welfare of your souls. (11 MNephi
2:30.)

There is a nobility to Lehi's words
which all men must admire, whether or
not they agree with his theology. He
reaches out for men and encompasses
them in the arms of love and under-
standing. The chaotic and war-ridden
world in which we find ourselves des-
perately needs such men,

The second passage of seripture ap-
propriately connects the service which
men give each other with their service
of God. A great Nephite king, Benja-
min by name, in his old age gave a last
sermon to his people. In it he said:

Behold, I say unto you that because [ said
unto you that 1 had spent my days in your
service, I do not desire to boast, for I have
only been in the service of God. And be-
hold, 1 tell you these things that ye may
learn wisdom; that ye may learn that when
ye are In the service of your fellow belngs
ye are only in the service of your God.
Behold, ye have called me your king: and

{ if I, whom ye call your king, do labor to

serve you, then ought not ye to labor to
serve one another? (Mosiah 2:16-18.)

There are few finer sentiments than
these to be found in all seripture. When
ye are in the service of your fellow be-
ings, ye are only in the service of your
God! One need only find and serve his
neighbor in order to find himself in the
service of God. The only true self-
service is to be found in this course.

The universal element in such teach-
ings as Benjamin's justifies the assertion
made about the Book of Mormon that
“the good of man is the center and
whale aim of it.”

MY DAUGHTER
By Eddie C. Willis

YE.STE.EDP.Y I held her tenderly against my

breast

And rocked gently, as on her downy head

And sleepy eyes my lips [ dreamily pressed;

Content to hold her thus—not daring to
look ahead.

Today I packed her lunch and dashed away
a tear

Her happy, shining eyes must not see;

This is her first day of schocl—her first

Vear,

! She’ll learn to read and write—and not to

mizs mel

Tomorrow! She'll find her mate outside the
old home walls;

She’ll spread her wings and leave the fami-
1y nest. ¢

While gently o'er our graving heads life's
m'iight Falls, e

5he’ll hold a dewny head against her breast.
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