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IN on e  of the most modern build-
ings of America, the new science 
building at Brigham Young Uni-

versity, lies what may be the key 
to the challenging enigma of some 
of the continent’s greatest ancient 
structures.

There, awaiting the attention of 
ambitious scholars, are found 
volume on volume of the curious 
writing symbols of the Mayas, 
builders of massive, thriving cities 
in Central America, centuries be-
fore Columbus. These writings 

A purported "alphabet" of Maya given by Diego 
de Landa in his "Relation de las Cosas de Yucatan."

make up the Gates Collection, pos-
sibly the most complete library of 
records in existence intended to 
untangle the puzzle of what the 
Maya characters say.

Collector William Gates began to 
study ancient history seriously 
about fifty years ago at Point Loma, 
California. His interest then was 
the mythical lost continent of At-
lantis which he believed to have 
been the real source of such high 
civilization as the Maya. Because 
of this belief he began to study 
what was known of the discovered 
remains of the Mayas. However, 
once exposed to the fascination of 
such a challenging problem as Maya 
history, he abandoned his Atlantis 
views and became more scientific 
in studying the Mayas.

He set on a plan of action he 
thought would eventually unravel 
the tangle of fantasy and fact about 
the Mayas that cluttered both the 
popular and scientific minds of his 
712

The Maya  Mystery
So renò on

day. He thought that many of the 
writing symbols of the people stood 
for sounds, were “phonetic.” There 
might be, then, hope of matching 
sound to sign and deciphering the 
whole, if only we knew just how 
the Maya spoke. As a matter of 
fact, there are records of many 
separate tribes who spoke languages 
of the Mayance family, but no sin-
gle one of these today would be 
like the pure ancient tongue, if there 
were such a thing.

Gates’ plan was to work back-
ward from these later languages to 
try to reconstruct the old Maya 
speech sounds from which he 
thought all these later branches 
must have sprung. The task is 
much like that which a scholar 
would face if he had to work out 
how Caesar’s Latin sounded from 
only a knowledge of Spanish, 
French, Italian, and related lan-
guages.

Immediately Gates’ plan ran into 
difficulties. Few documents or in-
scriptions in Maya characters were 
known or at least ac-
cessible then. With so 
little of Mayan to work 
with, decipherment of 
the glyphs was out of 
the question. Conse-
quently, this determined 
investigator, though far 
from wealthy, set out to 
gather singlehanded all 
he could find of the ex-
isting material in or 
about the language.

This long, arduous 
search took most of 
Gates’ time and energy 
for a quarter of a cen-
tury and actually con-
tinued right up to his 
death. He himself rode 
horseback through much 
of turbulent Mexico 
seeking his precious 
manuscripts. He kept

A page from "The Book of 
Chilam Balam Chumagel," an im-
portant historical source written 
in the Maya language in Spanish 
characters. 

buyer-representatives at all the 
sales of the great private library 
collections of the world, and by 
photographing everything he could 
not buy, came to hold, by 1930, 
about everything that was any-
thing to a Maya linguist.

Then, with a few interested 
friends and backers, he organized 
the Maya Society to carry on his 
work and publish his invaluable 
materials. There followed a period 
of eight years when Gates, as presi-
dent of the society, worked at Johns 
Hopkins University in Baltimore 
making masterfully detailed copies 
of his rare documents for fellow 
linguists and laboring on his pet 
researches.

At his death in 1940 the collec-
tion became little used, attracting 
much more dust than interest. But
in a few years Gates' widow de-
cided to sell everything. Dr. M. 
Wells Jakeman, a Maya scholar 
who is now chairman of the B.Y.U. 
Department of Archaeology, ex-

(Continued. on page 738)
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O H  B O Y/

. . . f ull c ol or,  t hr e e di m e n -
si o n al  pi ct ur e s  of  A m eri c a n  
s c e ni c b e a ut y.  H u n dr e d s  of  
r e el s— e a c h  wit h  s e v e n  m a g-
nifi c e nt  pi ct ur e s.

Writ e  f or fr e e c at al o g

M A T E RI A L S  C O
2 7  W e st  S o  T e m pl e  • P h. 3- 1 4 0 4

S A L T  L A K E  CI T Y,  U T A H.

J u st  O p e n  A  
S A VI N G S  A C C O U N T  

N O W!

T H R O U G H  T H E  E Y E S  O F  Y O U T H
( C o n cl u d e d fr o m p a g e  7 3 6)  

w hi c h  p ers o n  is t h e t y p e of  p ers o n  
w e  w a nt  t o m arr y  a n d  w h et h er  t h at 
p ers o n  h as  t h e s a m e i d e als a n d  atti -
t u d e t o w ar d m arri a g e  as w e  d o. I 
a m t hi n ki n g n o w  of  t e m pl e m arri a g e  
a n d t h e i m p ort a n c e of c h o osi n g a  
c o m p a ni o n f or ti m e a n d et er nit y.  
H o w  pri vil e g e d  w e  ar e  t o h a v e  s u c h 
a bl essi n g if w e  li v e f or it! H o w  
t h a n kf ul w e  c a n b e, u p o n b ei n g  
m arri e d  i n t h e t e m pl e, f or t h e t e a c h-
i n gs of  t h e r est or ati o n a n d t h e a u -
t h orit y of  t h e pri est h o o d  w hi c h  c a n  
bi n d a n d s e al o n e art h or di n a n c es  
w hi c h  will  b e  bi n di n g  i n t h e h e a v -
e ns.

T h e  w orl d ’s i d e a of  m arri a g e  is 
v er y  diff er e nt  fr o m t h e o n e  I h a v e  
b e e n t a u g ht. T h e  l o os e n ess of a  
ci vil m arri a g e  d o es n ’t s e e m t o h ol d  
a  s h a d o w of  t h e v al u e  t h at t h e L or d  
i nt e n d e d m arri a g e  s h o ul d. “ Till  
d e at h d o y o u p art ” s o u n ds v er y  
h oll o w t o m e  i n c o m p aris o n wit h  
t h e w or ds,  “ f or ti m e a n d all et er -
nit y. ”

F or us as L att er- d a y  S ai nts,  
m arri a g e  is t h e f o u n d ati o n of t h e 
gr e at est  h a p pi n ess.  Pr esi d e nt  J os e p h 
Fi el di n g  S mit h  h as  s ai d: “ M arri a g e  
is t h e gr a n d est,  m ost  gl ori o us,  a n d  
m ost  e x alti n g pri n ci pl e c o n n e ct e d  
wit h  t h e g os p el. It is t h at w hi c h

C H A L L E N G E  O F  T H E  M A Y A  M Y S T E R Y

wit h  $ 5 0. 0 0  or  m or e  a n d  y o u  will  r e c ei v e  
F R E E  y o ur  l o v el y S c h a eff er  Fi n eli n e  p e n  
a n d  p e n cil  s et.
S a vi n g s  A c c o u nt s  i n a n y  a m o u nt $ 1 t o 
$ 2 5, 0 0 0.
3 2  y e ar s  of  c o nti n u o u s  o p er ati o n.  

C U R R E N T  O  P er
DI VI D E N D / 0 A n n u m  

Ut a h  S a vi n g s  
a n d  L o a n  A s s o ci ati o n

1 7 2  W e st  C e nt er,  P R O V O

M AI L  H A N D Y  C O U P O N

S e n d  y o ur c h e c k or m o n e y  or d er t o 
Ut a h  S a vi n g s,  1 7 2 C e nt er,  Pr o v o,  a n d  
y o ur s a vi n g s p a s s b o o k a n d p e n s et  
will  b e  m ail e d  t o y o u  i m m e di at el y.

N a m e... ..........................................................

A d dr e s s .................................... ......................

Cit y ....... ....................... Z o n e  . St at e .............

7 3 8

( C o nti n u e d fr o m p a g e  7 1 2)  

a mi n e d  t h e c oll e cti o n  i n d et ail  as a n  
e x p ert a p pr ais er, a n d it w as  o n  his  
r e c o m m e n d ati o n t h at B. Y. U.  p ur -
c h as e d p art  of  t h e li br ar y. A c c or d -
i n gl y, i n 1 9 4 6 t h e M a y a  s e cti o n  
of t h e G at es  C oll e cti o n  c a m e t o 
t h e Pr o v o  c a m p us. T ul a n e  U ni v er -
sit y at N e w  Orl e a ns  o bt ai n e d t h e 
A zt e c  p art.

A m o n g  t h e pil es of cr at es u n -
l o a d e d at  Pr o v o  t h at y e ar  w er e  s o m e  
of t h e m ost  pri z e d b o o ks of t h e 
N e w  W orl d.  A m o n g  ot h ers  w er e  
G at es ’ o w n  ori gi n als  of  his d efi ni -
ti v e r e pr o d u cti o ns of t h e C o d e x  
P er esi a n us,  C o d e x  Dr es d e nsis,  a n d  
C o d e x  Tr o- C ort esi a n us,  t h e o nl y  
t hr e e M a y a  m a n us cri pts  k n o w n t o 
b e  e arli er  t h a n t h e S p a nis h  c o n q u est  
of A m eri c a. Als o  i n cl u d e d w er e  
m a n y  p a g es of u nfi nis h e d m a n u -
s cri pts c o nt ai ni n g G at es ’ o w n i n-
v esti g ati o ns al o n g wit h  t h o us a n ds 

t h e L or d  h ol ds  i n r es er v e f or t h os e 
w h o  b e c o m e his s o ns a n d d a u g h -
t ers.” ( T h e W a y  t o P erf e cti o n,  
p a g e  2 3 3.) T h e  L or d  h as  m a d e  us  
f e el t h e s a cr e d n ess of  t e m pl e or di -
n a n c es  i n t h es e w or ds:

A n d  i n as m u c h as m y  p e o pl e b uil d a  
h o us e u nt o m e  i n t h e n a m e of t h e L or d,  
a n d d o n ot s uff er a n y u n cl e a n t hi n g t o 
c o m e i nt o it, t h at it b e n ot d efil e d, m y  
gl or y  s h all r est u p o n  it;

Y e a,  a n d  m y  pr es e n c e  s h all b e  t h er e. . . . 
( D. &  C.  9 7: 1 5- 1 6.)

I f e el, t h er ef or e, t h at p ossi bl y  t h e 
m ost  f ar-r e a c hi n g d e cisi o n I c a n  
e v er m a k e  will  b e  t o k e e p m ys elf  
cl e a n a n d c o nti n u o u sl y w ort h y  t o 
e nt er i nt o his h ol y  h o us e.

I h o p e  wit h  all m y  h e art  t h at I 
mi g ht  m a k e  t h es e c h oi c es i n t h e 
ri g ht w a y,  a n d m a y  o ur  H e a v e nl y  
F at h er  bl ess e a c h of us wit h  his  
s pirit, t h at w e  all m a y  c h o os e t o 
li v e h a p p y, us ef ul  li v es of  s er vi c e; 
t h at w e  m a y  als o b e  m ess e n g ers  of  
t h e g os p el of p e a c e w h er e v er  w e  
m a y  b e  b y  li vi n g cl os e  t o t h e L or d;  
a n d  fi n all y m a y  w e  b e  e n d o w e d  wit h  
his H e a v e nl y  S pirit, t o b e e v er  
pr e p ar e d  t o e nt er t h e H o us e  of  t h e 
L or d  a n d  t h er e r e c ei v e t h e bl essi n gs  
w hi c h  will  e x alt us  i n t h e et er niti es  
t o c o m e.

of  p a g es  of  i n v al u a bl e r ar e p h ot o -
st ats.

T h e  w or k  d o n e  b y  G at es  i n m a k -
i n g a v ail a bl e b asi c s o ur c es f or r e-
s e ar c h w as  i nstr u m e nt al i n h el pi n g  
ot h er a cti v e s c h ol ars i n t h e s a m e  
fi el d t o d e ci p h er  p art  of  t h e str a n g e  
i ns cri pti o ns t h at a d or n t h e gr e at  
st o n e m o n u m e nts  of Y u c at a n  a n d  
G u at e m al a.  T o d a y  a b o ut a t hir d 
of t h e m, p ert ai ni n g t o c al e n d ar  
d at es,  ar e  d e ci p h er e d. T h e  r e m ai n-
i n g si g ns ar e m or e  t a nt ali zi n g t h a n 
e v er, f or it m a y  b e  fr o m t h es e t h at 
w e  c a n l e ar n t h e a ns w ers t o t h e 
p er e n ni al q u esti o ns, “ W h o  w er e  
t h e M a y as ? ” a n d “ H o w  di d t h eir 
hi g h c ult ur e b e gi n ? ”

T o d a y  t h e c oll e cti o n c h all e n g es  
all  l o v ers of  m yst eri es.  T h e  m assi v e  
di cti o n ari es,  t h e p o c k et-si z e d  gr a m -
m ars,  a n d  v ell u m- b a c k e d  c at e c his ms  
l a b ori o usl y c o m pil e d b y S p a nis h  

( C o n cl u d e d o n  p a g e  7 4 0)
T H E  I M P R O V E M E N T E R A
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Wit h  t h e s u n s o bri g ht  
a n d s hi n y it s e e ms a  
s h a m e  t o w ast e  a n y  m or e  
ti m e i n d o ors t h a n y o u  
h a v e  t o. F or  t h e t hi n gs 
t h at j ust h a v e  t o b e  d o n e,  
l et t h es e “ H el ps ” l e n d 
y o u  a  h el pi n g  h a n d.

f ur nit ur e

( C o n cl u d e d fr o m p a g e  7 3 8)  
p a dr es, t h e t ort u o us li n es of t h e 
n ati v e m a n us cri pts,  a n d e v e n t h e 
pr o v o c ati v el y h alf-fi nis h e d m a n u -
s cri pt of G at es ’ h u g e c o m p ar ati v e  
di cti o n ar y  of  t h e M a y a n c e  di al e cts,  
all b e c k o n  s c h ol ars wit h  a b e nt  f or 
t h e m yst eri o us.  N o w  h o us e d  i n t h e 
q u art ers of t h e D e p art m e nt  of

Ar c h a e ol o g y  i n t h e n e w B. Y. U.  
P h ysi c al  S ci e n c e  B uil di n g,  littl e us e  
is b ei n g  m a d e  of  t his tr e as ur e h o us e  
of  k n o wl e d g e  si n c e f ell o ws hi p f u n ds 
a n d s uffi ci e nt tr ai n e d p ers o n n el  ar e  
l a c ki n g. B ut  t h e c oll e cti o n h ol ds  its 
s e cr ets w ell,  a n d t h os e w h o  att a c k  
it will  h a v e  t o b e  c o m p et e nt  li n g uists 
t o s ol v e its pr o bl e ms.

H O U S E H O L D  H E L P S

F a y e  B al d wi n  
V a n o  H o m e  A d vi s er

U P h ol st er e d
D O W N  at  t h e h e el s ?
Cl e a n  u p h olst er e d  pi e c es  
t his w a y:  Br us h  t h or-
o u g hl y  wit h  y o ur  s p e ci al  
v a c u u m  cl e a n er  att a c h m e nt  or  a  m e di u m  
stiff br us h.  D o n ’t c h e at:  p a y  s p e ci al at -
t e nti o n t o c or n ers  a n d  u n d ersi d es.  T h e n
g o  o v er  t h e s urf a c e wit h  a  s p o n g e or  s oft  
cl ot h  wr u n g  o ut  of  a  g all o n  of  l u k e w ar m 
w at er  t o w hi c h  y o u  h a v e  a d d e d t w o 
t a bl es p o o ns of  V a n o  P o w d er e d  Bl e a c h  
a n d 3  t a bl es p o o ns of  y o ur  f a v orit e s o a p 
fl a k es. Wit h  cl e ar l u k e w ar m w at er,  g o  
o v er  t h e s urf a c e a g ai n  s e v er al ti m es, r e-
m o vi n g  all  s o a p. T a k e  u p  m oist ur e  wit h  
a s oft, cl e a n  cl ot h. L et  dr y  t h or o u g hl y.

' x'' b,  K E E PI N G  C U R T AI N S  
S HI P  S H A P E

S h a k e  c urt ai ns t o r e-
m o v e  all t h e d ust  y o u  
c a n. T h e n  s o a k t h e m i n

_  a  s ol uti o n  of  w ar m  w at er
a n d  s o a p fl a k es, a d di n g  s o m e V a n o  P o w -
d er e d  Bl e a c h.  Ri ns e  w ell  t o r e m o v e all  
s o a p. W hil e  y o ur  c urt ai ns  ar e  still d a m p,  
di p  i nt o a  str o n g  s ol uti o n  of  V a n o  Li q ui d  
St ar c h  f or t h at cris p, n e w  a p p e ar a n c e.  
Sli p  a  c urt ai n  r o d i nt o t h e t o p a n d  b ot -
t o m h e ms  w hil e  t h e c urt ai n  is dr yi n g  a n d  
o nl y  t h e b ott o m  h e m  will  n e e d  a li g ht 
pr essi n g.  If y o u  pr ess,  ir o n str ai g ht wit h  
t h e w e a v e  of  t h e m at eri al.

N E W  C H O P PI N G  B O
F O R  O L D

If y o ur  f a v orit e w o o d e n  
c h o p pi n g  b o wl  is dis c ol-  , ..
or e d  d o  t his: W as h  t h e b o wl  i n h ot  w at er,  
a d di n g  3  t a bl es p o o ns of  V a n o  P o w d er e d  
Bl e a c h.  L et  t h e b o wl  s o a k f or fi v e or  si x  
mi n ut es.  Ri ns e  a n d  dr y.

B L A N K E T S  
‘B L O S S O M ’ W H E N  
Y O U  B L E A C H  ’E M  
A n d  it is n’t w or k  
d o n e t his w a y:  Di p  
t h e bl a n k et  i n a  t u b

of  h e a v y  s u ds wit h  l u k e w ar m w at er  a n d  
8  t a bl es p o o ns of  V a n o  P o w d er e d  Bl e a c h.  
F e e d  t hr o u g h a  p o w er  wri n g er  or  s pi n  dr y  
a n d  r e di p at  l e ast fi v e ti m es. Ri ns e  t wi c e. 
Str et c h  t h e e d g es a n d h a n g  str ai g ht b y  
pl a ci n g  t h e bl a n k et  h alf  o v er  t h e cl ot h es -
li n e. H a n g  o ut  of  t h e s u n. Br us h  w h e n  
dr y.  Pr ess  t h e bi n di n g  u n d er  d a m p  cl ot h.

I F Y O U ’R E  N O T  
U SI N G

Y a n o
Y O U ’R E  W O R KI N G  

T O O  H A R D!

7 4 0

RI C H A R D  L.  E V A N S

Q u esti o n

'J’h er e  is a pr o bl e m p er e n ni all y  b ef or e us, a c ut e a n d  
i n cr e asi n g. N o  m att er  h o w  wi d el y  diff eri n g m a y  b e 

t h e l a ws a n d  l e a ni n gs t o w ar d di v or c e,  w e  m ust  a d mit t h at 
i n o ur  ti m e t h er e h as  b e e n  a n al ar mi n g l a xit y of  attit u d e  
t o w ar d br o k e n  m arri a g es,  br o k e n  h o m es,  br o k e n  f a mili es. 
P er h a ps  m ost  m e n  w o ul d  b e  willi n g  t o c o n c e d e t h at t h er e 
ar e  s o m e s eri o us c a us es  w hi c h  s e e m t o s u g g est t h at p e o pl e  
w h o  h a v e  o n c e  b e e n  w e d d e d  g o  t h eir s e p ar at e w a ys.  B ut  
it m ust  als o b e  a d mitt e d t h at t o t h e s eri o us c a us es t h er e 
h a v e  b e e n  a d d e d m a n y  s u p erfi ci al c a us es w hi c h  c at er t o 
t h e q ui c k  c h a n g es  of  mi n d  a n d  of  h e art  of  t h os e w h o  t o o 
li g htl y c o nsi d er t h e o bli g ati o ns  a n d  pri vil e g es  of  m arri a g e.  
Oft e n  t h e p ers o n  w h o  s e e ks di v or c e  as t h e w a y  o ut  h as  
s u p p os e d t h at ot h ers  w h o  ar e  m arri e d  d o  n ot  h a v e  a dj ust -
m e nts  t o m a k e  or  c o m pr o mis es of  p ers o n al  pri vil e g e.  B ut  
n e v er  w o ul d  w e  fi n d a m a n  a n d  a w o m a n  w h os e  t h o u g hts 
a n d w h os e  pr ef er e n c es  w er e  s o ali k e as t o r e q uir e t h at 
n eit h er  of  t h e m gi v e  u p  a n yt hi n g  f or t h e pri vil e g e  of  p ur -
s ui n g lif e t o g et h er. T o o  m a n y  w h o  r e q u est a t er mi n ati o n 
of  t h eir m arit al  v o ws  i m a gi n e t h at t h eir err ors of  u n d er -
st a n di n g a n d d efi ci e n ci es  of  wis d o m  w o ul d,  wit h  s o m e o n e 
els e, u n q u esti o n a bl y s ol v e t h e ms el v es. B ut  t h os e w h o  
c a n n ot  m a k e  t h eir p e a c e  wit h  o n e  p art n er  i n m arri a g e  h a v e  
n o  p ositi v e  ass ur a n c e  t h at t h e y c a n m a k e  t h eir p e a c e  wit h  

*  a n ot h er, b e c a us e  oft e n  t h os e w h o  s e e k s e p ar ati o n s u p p os e  
t h at ot h ers ar e w h oll y  t h e c a us e of  c o nt e nti o n, w h er e as  
t h e y t h e ms el v es m a y  b e  at l e ast i n p art  r es p o nsi bl e. A d -
mitt e dl y  t h er e m a y  b e  m a n y  e x c e pti o ns  t o all  t h es e g e n er al -
i z ati o ns— b ut  m arri a g e  is m or e  t h a n a s o ci al c o n v e nti o n,  
m or e  t h a n a  p ers o n al  pri vil e g e,  m or e  t h a n a l e g al c o ntr a ct.  
It is a s ol e m n a n d  s a cr e d c o v e n a nt w hi c h  aff e cts n ot  o nl y  
t h e li v es of  t w o p e o pl e,  b ut  als o t h e w h ol e  s o ci al p att er n  
of t h e pr es e nt,  a n d t h e li v es of  t h e g e n er ati o n  t o c o m e.  
P ers o n al  h a p pi n ess, t h e str e n gt h of a n ati o n, a n d * t h e 
st a bilit y of  s o ci et y its elf d e p e n d  u p o n  t h e i nt e grit y of  h o m e  
a n d  f a mil y w hi c h  e as y  di v or c e  t e n ds t o u n d er mi n e  wit h o ut  
p utti n g a n yt hi n g i n its pl a c e. T h es e  a n d m a n y  ot h er  
s ol e m n c o nsi d er ati o ns s h o ul d pr e c e d e t h e m a ki n g  of a  
m arri a g e,  a n d  s h o ul d d et er  t h e d e cisi o n  t o di v or c e.
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