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M a r k  E.  P et e rs e n C o nti n u e d

I d o n ot b eli e v e y o u h a v e a t esti-
m o n y  of t h e tr ut h if y o u  q u esti o n  t h e 
a c c ur a c y of  t h e tr a nsl ati o n of  t h e B o o k  
of M or m o n.

I d o n ot b eli e v e y o u  h a v e t h e f a cts 
or ar e b ei n g h o n est wit h  y o urs elf if 
y o u q u esti o n t h e M a nif est o  as it a p -
p e ars  i n t h e D o ctri n e  a n d C o v e n a nts.

I d o n ot b eli e v e w e  s h o ul d tr y t o 
est a blis h o ur p ers o n al f a ds as C h ur c h  
d o ctri n e. I d o n ot  b eli e v e  m y  et er n al  
s al v ati o n will  b e aff e ct e d i n a n y w a y  
if I e at w hit e  br e a d  or  w hit e  s u g ar. I 
d o n ot b eli e v e t h e d o ctri n es of t h e 
C h ur c h  ar e i n a n y w a y  i n v ol v e d i n 
w h et h er  m y  w h ol e  w h e at  is st o n e -
gr o u n d  or  st e el- c ut.

I d o n ot b eli e v e w e  c a n b e g o o d 
C hristi a ns,  r e g ar dl ess of  t h e - d e n o mi n a-
ti o n, if w e  r ef us e t o b eli e v e t h at J es us 
C hrist  di e d  o n  t h e cr oss. I d o  n ot  b e -
li e v e a n y o n e c a n b e a g o o d C hristi a n,  
r e g ar dl ess of d e n o mi n ati o n,  if h e  q u es -
ti o ns t h e r e alit y of  t h e lit er al, p h ysi c al  
r es urr e cti o n of  J es us C hrist  o n  t h e t hir d 
d a y  aft er his  cr u cifi xi o n.

I d o n ot b eli e v e w e  c a n b e g o o d  
C hristi a ns  of a n y d e n o mi n ati o n a n d  
r ej e ct t h e Ol d  T est a m e nt. I d o n ot  
b eli e v e w e  c a n b e g o o d C hristi a ns  of 
a n y d e n o mi n ati o n  a n d r ej e ct t h e e pis -
tl es of t h e N e w  T est a m e nt.

I d o  n ot  b eli e v e  w e  c a n b e  g o o d  L at -
t er- d a y S ai nts,  or t h at w e  ar e l o y al t o 
t his C h ur c h,  if w e  a c c e pt all e g e d  r e v el a-
ti o ns of  m e n  a n d w o m e n  w h o  cl ai m t o 
h a v e r e c ei v e d t h e m f or t h e m e m b er -
s hi p of  t h e C h ur c h  w h e n  w e  k n o w  t h at 
t h e L or d  d esi g n at es t h e Pr esi d e nt  of  
t h e C h ur c h  as t h e o nl y o n e o n e art h  
t o w h o m  h e will  r e v e al his mi n d  f or 
t h e C h ur c h  at l ar g e.

I d o  n ot  b eli e v e  t h at w e  c a n b e  g o o d  
L att er- d a y  S ai nts  or  g o o d  C hristi a ns  of  
a n y  d e n o mi n ati o n  a n d  a c c e pt  t h e t e a c h-
i n gs of  s o m e t h at d e at h  w as  a mist a k e,  
t h at it c a n b e  a v oi d e d, a n d t h at w e  c a n  
a c hi e v e i m m ort alit y wit h o ut  p assi n g  
t hr o u g h d e at h, j ust b y f oll o wi n g t h e 
t e a c hi n gs, of s o m e f als e pr o p h et.

I d o  n ot b eli e v e t h at w e  c a n i g n or e 
t h e t e a c hi n gs of t h e S a vi or  w h e n  h e  
s ai d,

. . . t h er e s h all b e  n o  dis p ut ati o ns  a m o n g  
y o u, as t h er e h a v e hit h ert o b e e n; n eit h er  
s h all t h er e b e  dis p ut ati o ns  a m o n g y o u  c o n -
c er ni n g t h e p oi nts  of  m y  d o ctri n e,  as t h er e 
n a v e hit h ert o  b e e n.

F or  v eril y,  v eril y  I s a y u nt o  y o u,  h e  t h at 
¡ h at h t h e s pirit of c o nt e nti o n is n ot  of m e, 
b ut is of t h e d e vil, w h o  is t h e f at h er of  
c o nt e nti o n, a n d h e stirr et h u p t h e h e arts  
of m e n  t o c o nt e n d wit h  a n g er, o n e wit h  
a n ot h er. ( 3 N e p hi  1 1: 2 8- 2 9.)

O n  t h e ot h er  h a n d,  I d o  b eli e v e  m ost  
p ositi v el y  t h at if w e  bri n g f als e t e a c h-
i n gs i nt o o ur  cl ass es or  s er m o ns w e  d o  
o ur p e o pl e a gr e at diss er vi c e, f or w e  
c o nf us e t h eir mi n ds,  w e  m a k e  t h e m 
d o u bt t h e tr ut h w h e n  it is gi v e n t o 
t h e m, a n d  w e  “ s oft e n t h e m u p ” f or t h e 
att a c ks of a p ost at e t e a c h ers w h o  c o m e  
a m o n g t h e m.

I d o  b eli e v e p ositi v el y  t h at w h e n e v er  
w e  t e a c h a n y s p e c ul ati v e n oti o n  or  tr y 
t o u nr a v el  a n y m yst er y,  or  a d v a n c e a n y  
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d o ctri n e n ot a c c e pt e d b y t h e C h ur c h,  
w e  c o ntri b ut e t o t h e s pirit u al d eli n -
q u e n c y  of  t h os e w h o m  w e  i nfl u e n c e.

I d o  b eli e v e  t h at w h e n e v er  w e  b y  o ur  
a cts or o ur t e a c hi n gs r efl e ct dis cr e dit  
u p o n t h e C h ur c h  or its d o ctri n es, w e  
c o ntri b ut e t o t h e s pirit u al d eli n q u e n c y  
of  t h os e a b o ut us.

I d o b eli e v e t h at G o d  will  h ol d  us  
a c c o u nt a bl e f or e v er y a ct a n d w or d  b y  
w hi c h  w e  c o ntri b ut e t o t h e s pirit u al  
d eli n q u e n c y  of  ot h er  p e o pl e.

I d o  b eli e v e  t h at t h e Pr esi d e nt  of  t h e 
C h ur c h  is i n v er y  d e e d  t h e m o ut h pi e c e  
of  G o d  o n  e art h, t h e pr o p h et,  s e er, a n d  
r e v el at or of  t h e L or d,  a n d t h at h e a n d  
h e al o n e h as t h e ri g ht a n d p o w er t o 
gi v e t o t h e C h ur c h  a n y n e w d o ctri n es  
or n e w i nt er pr et ati o ns of e xisti n g d o c -
tri n es.

I d o b eli e v e  t h at J es us C hrist  is t h e 
S o n of t h e Et er n al  G o d,  Cr e at or  of  
h e a v e n  a n d e art h, t h at h e  di e d  o n  t h e 
cr oss a n d w as  r es urr e ct e d t h e t hir d d a y,  
lit er all y a n d p h ysi c all y.

I d o  b eli e v e  p ositi v el y  t h at as w e  all  
di e,  e v e n s o, t hr o u g h t h e p o w er  of  J es us 
t h e r es urr e ct e d C hrist,  w e,  t o o, will  lit er-
all y a n d p h ysi c all y  b e  r es urr e ct e d.

I d o b eli e v e t h at t h e r e v e al e d d o c -

Al m a  S o n n e

B O O K  O F  M O R M O N  
A  G R E A T  

C o n v e r t e r
b y Al m a  S o n n e

A S SI S T A N T  T O  T H E  C O U N CI L  O F  T H E  T W E L V E

M
Y  B R E T H R E N  A N D  SI S T E R S,  I h o p e  all  
t h e t e a c h ers i n t h e C h ur c h  will  
h a v e  a v ail a bl e t o t h e m, t h e s pl e n-

di d  dis c o urs e  d eli v er e d  b y  El d er  M ar k  E. 
P et ers e n. I b eli e v e t h e s pirit of t h e 
a nti- C hrist  is r a m p a nt i n t h e w orl d  a n d  
is ass erti n g  its elf as n e v er  b ef or e. T h at  
pl a c es  u p o n  t h e C h ur c h  of  J es us C hrist  
of L att er- d a y  S ai nts  a gr e at r es p o nsi-
bilit y  b e c a us e  it is o ur  missi o n  t o pr e a c h  
J es us C hrist  a n d hi m  cr u cifi e d.

I n t his gr e at  c o nf er e n c e  of  t h e C h ur c h  
at t his s e as o n w e  ar e c el e br ati n g t w o 
gr e at e v e nts, as I s e e it. T h e  E ast er  
ti m e, c o m m e m or ati n g t h e r es urr e cti o n 
of t h e L or d  J es us, a n d t h e or g a ni z a -
ti o n of t h e C h ur c h  of J es us C hrist  
of  L att er- d a y  S ai nts  o n  t h e 6t h'  d a y  of  
A pril,  1 8 3 0. I h a v e b ef or e m e  t h e 
st at e m e nt m a d e  b y J os e p h S mit h,  t h e 
Pr o p h et,  r el ati v e t o t h at first or g a ni z a -
ti o n m e eti n g,  w h er e  si x h u m bl e m e n  
m et  t o g et h er a n d i niti at e d t h e gr e at  

tri n es a n d t e a c hi n gs of  t h e C hrist  will  
s a v e us wit h o ut  a n y a d diti o ns b y u n -
a ut h ori z e d p ers o ns.

I d o  b eli e v e  t h at t h e L or d  h as  gi v e n  
t o t h e L att er- d a y  S ai nts  a f air a m o u nt  
of i nt elli g e n c e. I d o b eli e v e t h at h e  
e x p e cts us t o us e t h at i nt elli g e n c e i n 
st u d yi n g his  r e v e al e d w or d  a n d f oll o w-
i n g his pr o p h ets  h er e  o n  e art h, s o t h at 
w e  will  n ot b e t oss e d a b o ut b y e v er y  
wi n d  of d o ctri n e.

I d o b eli e v e t h at h e e x p e cts o ur  
t e a c h ers a n d pr e a c h ers  t o us e  t h e c o m -
m o n  s e ns e h e  h as  gi v e n  t h e m t o t e a c h 
t h e si m pl e tr ut h w hi c h  s a v es, r at h er 
t h a n t h e s p e c ul ati o n s a n d t h e ori es of  
m e n,  w hi c h  o nl y  c o nf us e t h e mi n d  a n d  
l e a d s o m e of o ur p e o pl e ri g ht o ut of  
t h e C h ur c h.

I d o b eli e v e t h at b y  pr o p er t e a c hi n g 
of t h e r e v e al e d tr ut h w e  c a n c o n v ert  
o urs el v es a n d o ur c hil dr e n a n d all  
ot h ers  w h o  ar e willi n g  t o list e n t o us.

I d o  b eli e v e  t h at p e o pl e  ar e c o n v ert e d  
t o t h e tr ut h o nl y  b y  t h e tr ut h a n d n ot  
t hr o u g h t h e t e a c hi n g of  h alf-tr ut hs  a n d  
u ntr ut hs.

I d o b eli e v e t h at o nl y i n l o y all y 
t e a c hi n g a n d li vi n g t h e tr u e pri n ci pl es  
of t h e g os p el c a n w e  f ulfil t h e r e-
s p o nsi bilit y w hi c h  G o d  h as gi v e n us,  
a n d t his is m y  t esti m o n y i n t h e n a m e  
of  J es us C hrist.  A m e n.

m o v e m e nt  w hi c h  is g oi n g f or w ar d s o 
r a pi dl y t o d a y. T h e  Pr o p h et  writ es:

H a vi n g  o p e n e d t h e m e eti n g  b y s ol e m n 
pr a y er t o O ur  H e a v e nl y  F at h er,  w e  pr o -
c e e d e d,  a c c or di n g  t o pr e vi o us  c o m m a n d m e nt,  
t o c all o n o ur br et hr e n t o k n o w w h et h er  
t h e y a c c e pt e d us as t h eir t e a c h ers i n t h e 
t hi n gs of  t h e Ki n g d o m  of  G o d,  a n d w h et h er  
t h e y w er e  s atisfi e d t h at w e  s h o ul d pr o c e e d  
a n d b e  or g a ni z e d  as a C h ur c h  a c c or di n g t o 
s ai d c o m m a n d m e nt  w hi c h  w e  h a d  r e c ei v e d. 
T o  t h es e s e v er al pr o p o siti o ns  t h e y c o ns e nt e d  
b y  a  u n a ni m o us  v ot e. I t h e n l ai d m y  h a n ds  
u p o n  Oli v er  C o w d er y,  a n d or d ai n e d  hi m  a n  
El d er  of t h e “ C h ur c h  of J es us C hrist  of  
L att er- d a y  S ai nts, ” aft er  w hi c h,  h e  or d ai n e d  
m e  als o t o t h e offi c e of a n El d er  of s ai d 
C h ur c h. W e  t h e n t o o k br e a d, bl ess e d it, 
a n d br a k e  it wit h  t h e m; als o wi n e,  bl ess e d  
it, a n d dr a n k  it wit h  t h e m. W e  t h e n l ai d 
o ur h a n ds o n e a c h i n di vi d u al m e m b er  of  
t h e C h ur c h  pr es e nt, t h at t h e y mi g ht  r e-
c ei v e t h e gift of t h e H ol y  G h ost,  a n d b e  
c o nfir m e d m e m b ers  of  t h e C h ur c h  of  C hrist.  
T h e  H ol y  G h ost  w as  p o ur e d o ut u p o n us
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to a very great degree—some prophesied, 
whilst we all praised the Lord, and rejoiced 
exceedingly. (D.H.C. 1:77-78.)

I need not tell you, my brethren and 
sisters, that the Church, commenced 
with such a humble beginning, grew 
and prospered. The organization was 
completed with Apostles, prophets, high 
priests, seventies, elders, priests, teachers, 
deacons, patriarchs, and bishops. It was 
the only Church on the earth thus 
organized, even though these callings 
in the priesthood existed in the Primi-
tive Church.

I observed that in the account given 
of this meeting, three important pro-
cedures were introduced: first, the prin-
ciple of common consent that no man 
can preside in the Church without the 
consent of the membership; second, the 
introduction of the sacrament of the 
Lord’s supper which was very appropri-
ate because the first principle of the 
restored gospel is faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ; and third, the ordinance of lay-
ing on of hands for the gift of the Holy 
Ghost when a person is confirmed a 
member of the Church, or, when he 
is ordained, or set apart, for any re-
sponsibility in the Church.

The Church, organized in this man-
ner, has from its very beginning felt 
a strong urge—an impelling motive, 
to preach the gospel in all the world, 
and to build up God’s kingdom upon 
the earth.

Not long ago, in Gordon B. Hinckley’s 
book, What of the Mormons?, I read the 
dramatic account of Samuel H. Smith’s 
missionary journey in the region near 
his home. It was probably the first 
missionary undertaking in this dispen-
sation. Samuel was nineteen years old 
and a brother of the Prophet Joseph 
Smith. He carried with him copies of 
the Book of Mormon in a knapsack 
thrown over his shoulders. After walk-
ing twenty-five miles the first day he 
was refused lodging by the innkeeper. 
Continuing his journey the next day he 
called on Reverend John P. Greene, 
a Methodist minister. Reverend Greene 
accepted a book but refused to buy it. 
During his absence while visiting his 
circuit, however, his wife read the book, 
and like many others, was deeply im-
pressed. Mrs. Greene urged her hus-
band to read the book. This he did, and 
as a result both joined the Church.

Samuel H. Smith returned from his 
mission, somewhat discouraged, feeling 
that he had failed. But, unknown to 
him, the book had fallen into the hands 
of Brigham Young. He read it and 
began to investigate Mormonism. He 
did so for two years, and then he, too, 
joined the Church. Samuel H. Smith’s 
mission had not been a failure. The 
book distributed by him and others, 
also fell into the hands of Dr. Willard 
Richards of Boston, Massachusetts, who, 
when he had read the first page, re-
marked; “Either God or the devil wrote 
that book.” When he finished the 
book, he concluded it had come from 
God, and he, also, joined the Church.

Later, the volume was read by Par-
ley P. Pratt, a minister in the Campbell-
ite Church. He was similarly impressed 
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and joined the Church to become one 
of its outstanding missionaries. I read 
his testimony: “As I read, the Spirit of 
the Lord was upon me, and I knew 
and comprehended that the book was 
true as plainly and manifestly as a 
man knows and comprehends that he 
exists. My joy was now full, as it were, 
and I rejoiced sufficiently to more than 
pay me for all the sorrows, sacrifices, 
and toils of my life.”

Parley P. Pratt took the book to his 
brother, Orson Pratt, then a young man 
nineteen years of age. He, like the 
others, read the book and became a 
convert and a great power in the Church.

One of the mission presidents stated 
yesterday that twenty-five percent of 
the converts in his mission were brought 
into the Church through reading the 
Book of Mormon. Surely, it is a pow-
erful book. It is a great converter. It 
should be read and studied by all Lat-
ter-day Saints, for it will strengthen 
their faith and give them courage and 
hope to go forward in the great work 
of the Lord.

The Church from its very beginning 
in this dispensation has put forth every 
effort, it seems to me, to tell the world 
about the restoration of the gospel and 
the mission of Joseph Smith, the Proph-
et. This impression came to me with 
great force as I read an epistle to the 
members of the Church under date of 
April 7, 1851. This was less than four 
years after the pioneers entered the 
Salt Lake Valley. The epistle was 
signed by Brigham Young, Heber C. 
Kimball, and Willard Richards, and 
was addressed to the “Saints scattered 
throughout the earth.”

I learned from that epistle that all 
of the Twelve Apostles were then

S. Dilworth Young

Need 
of 

Missionaries
by S. Dilworth Young

OF THE FIRST COUNCIL OF THE SEVENTY

B
y  the  Spirit of the Holy Ghost, about 
whom my fellow council member 
spoke so movingly this morning, I 

can bridge the nineteen hundred odd 
years between our day and the time of 
our beloved Lord. By that Spirit I can 
go with him as he walked the hills of 
Judea; I can follow him to the cross; 
I can hear the discussion at Emmaus 
and can enjoy the perfect love for him 
which his disciples felt after his resur-, 
rection. That event we celebrate today. 
While the distance in time through the 
years has been long, it seems but a short 

abroad except Wilford Woodruff and 
Ezra T. Benson. Their president, Or-
son Hyde, was in Kanesville, Iowa; 
Parley P. Pratt was on his way to 
Chile, his mission was to all the lands 
bordering the Pacific Ocean; Orson 
Pratt was somewhere in the States on 
his way to the valley to become asso-
ciated with the University of Deseret; 
John Taylor was in Boulogne, France, 
“preaching, publishing, and translat-
ing”; Lorenzo Snow was in Italy, visit-
ing the Italian states; Erastus Snow was 
in Copenhagen, Denmark, where he 
was translating the Book of Mormon; 
Franklin D. Richards was presiding over 
the British Mission with headquarters 
in Liverpool, England; Amasa Lyman 
and Charles G. Rich were on their way 
to the Cajon Pass; and George A. Smith 
was presiding in Iron County. All of 
them were preaching the gospel “to 
every nation, kindred, tongue and peo-
ple.” What better evidence could they 
give of their sincerity and integrity? 
The best leadership of the Church was 
surely needed here in the valley, where 
the foundations of a great common-
wealth were being laid; cities, towns, 
and villages were being laid out and 
settled; churches and schools were be-
ing erected; and roads and bridges were 
under construction. But the paramount 
obligation resting upon the Church then 
as now was to preach the gospel and 
to proclaim the divine mission of the 
Prophet Joseph Smith. In this tre-
mendous responsibility the leaders of 
the Church have been diligent and 
determined. May we be given the 
faith and the understanding to continue 
in this great enterprise and thus dis-
charge the solemn obligation resting up-
on all of us, I pray in the name of Jesus 
Christ. Amen.

time because of this Spirit. I am grate-
ful to have a testimony which speaks 
to my heart that he was indeed resur-
rected. Because of that resurrection, I 
may have hope, hope for eternal life.

So also may I enjoy the feeling and 
knowledge of how my brethren felt 
when they heard that on that immortal 
day 133 years ago, a new prophet was 
in the earth, and that he indeed had 
seen his Redeemer and had been told 
that through him, he being faithful, 
would come the restoration of the ever- 
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