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qu es tio n : “In the fifteenth
chapter of Mosiah we read that 
those who lived before the com-
ing of our Savior, who never 
heard of him and never had sal-
vation declared to them had part 
in the first resurrection at the time 

ans we r : This question is in 
reference to the teachings of Abin- 
adi as follows:

“And there cometh a resurrec-
tion, even a first resurrection; yea, 
even a resurrection of those that 
have been, and who are, and who 
shall be, even until the resurrection 
of Christ—for so shall he be called.

“And now, the resurrection of all 
the prophets, and all those that 
have believed in their words, or all 
those that have kept the com-
mandments of God, shall come 
forth in the first resurrection; there-
fore, they are the first resurrection.

“They are raised to dwell with 
God who has redeemed them; thus 
they have eternal life through 
Christ, who has broken the bands of death.

“And these are those who have part in the first 
resurrection; and these are they that have died before 
Christ came, in their ignorance, not having salvation 
declared unto them. And thus the Lord bringeth 
about the restoration of these; and they have a part 
in the first resurrection, or have eternal life, being 
redeemed by the Lord.” (Mosiah 15:21-24.)

The millions of souls who have lived on the earth 
at a time and place when the gospel was not here, 
due to the transgressions of their fathers, cannot be 
judged by the standards which the pure gospel pro-
claims. Many of the people living in the pagan world 
were intelligent, industrious, honest in their dealings 
with their fellows, but were unfortunate to be de-
scendants of those who in earlier ages rejected the 
gospel which had been declared to them, and there-
fore their descendants were raised in idolatry. The 
Lord declared through his prophets that the children 
are not answerable for the sins of their parents.

“The fathers shall not be put to death for the chil-
dren, neither shall the children be put to death for 
their fathers: every man shall be put to death for 
his own sin.” (Deut. 24:16.) 
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the Savior arose, and have eternal 
life. Will you please enlighten 
us in regard to this as we wonder 
how and why this could be, with-
out them having heard the message 
of the gospel when living in this 
world?”

After the scattering of the 
people to all parts of the earth, 
they fell away from the teach-
ings of Noah. Generation after 
generation came and passed in 
idolatry. Yet many of these chil-
dren were otherwise intelligent. 
They had accepted the worship 
of images and false gods because 
of the traditions of their fathers. 
Among these peoples were many 
of the Egyptians, the Greeks, the 
Romans, the Persians, and peoples 
who had spread out all over the 
face of the earth. These people 
were not responsible for their con-
dition. They had followed the 
teachings of their fathers and lived 
and died in their ignorance of di-

vine truth taught to Adam, to Noah, and to Abraham. 
We are taught that we will be punished for our own 
sins, but what of these millions who sinned ignorantly, 
not having any knowledge of the mission of the Son of 
God? According to the divine plan the truth of the 
gospel must eventually be declared to them, for it 
is written that “. . . the voice of the Lord is unto all 
men, and there is none to escape; and there is no 
eye that shall not see, neither ear that shall not hear, 
neither heart that shall not be penetrated.” (D&C 1:2.) 
So we discover that the Lord, in his great mercy, 
will remember the heathen as well as Israel, and that 
justice will be meted out to every soul. We have the 
assurance that every soul who was ignorant of the 
truth when living shall have the gospel taught to him, 
although it may be delayed to the days when he is 
in the spirit world.

We are taught that people cannot be punished for 
what they did not know. Therefore Abinadi said of 
those who died in their ignorance:

“And these are those wlio have part in the first 
resurrection; and these are they that have died before 
Christ came, in their ignorance, not having salvation 
declared unto them. (Continued on page 214)
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Tandy's MODERN Leathercraft Kit — A Com-
plete Introductory Course in Leothercraft — 
contoins everything you need to make 9 won-
derful, beoutiful, procticol genuine necessities; 
PLUS 8 professional permonent tools — includ-
ing swivel knife ond precision tooled stomps — 
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in leathercroft — and a 16 poge Instruction 
Book written especially for the beginner. $12.95 
complete. Speciol $3.00 discount to Church 
organizations. TANDY LEATHER CO., 164 E. 
2nd South, Solt Loke City, Utoh.

BIG $$ CAKE DECORATING. Housewives 
wanted! $5 hour easy spare time. Endless 
demond for lovely Coke Decorotions and Pro-
fessional Candy for Christmas, weddings, birth- 
doys, parties, oil occasions. We show you how 
to turn your kitchen into gold mine. No capital 
required. Stort your own business small, grow 
big. Send for FREE 3 month subscription to 
"Fun & Profit Hobbies" mogazine for Coke 
Decorators ond Candy Makers, and facts on 
complete home instruction. CANDY & CAKE, 
Dept. D-117, Fallbrook, California.

GIVE HUMOROUS EXCHANGE CARDS. Fun to 
give. Fun to receive. Fun to exchonge these 23 
co!orful cortoon cords picturing the changing 
moods of girls and women. Also humorous 
Girls' Closs Membership cord included. Sur-
prise your friends, pieose your relatives, and 
see the mail thot results. An inexpensive gift 
at Christmas time. $1.00 ppd. JEFFRY LYONS, 
Dept. E., 2617 S. Broodway, Los Angeles 7, 
Calif.

all? The magic formula is easy to 
remember and makes good eating, 
too.

Magic Daily Formula

Fruits and vegetables—4 or more 
servings, some green, yellow, leafy, 
a citrus fruit or other good source 
of Vitamin C. '

Protein-rich foods—2 servings of 
meat, poultry, fish, eggs, dried beans, 
and peas.

Milk—1 quart or more, or some 
cheese, ice cream, etc.

Whole grain or enriched cereals 
and breads—several servings.

Since this won’t fill up most teens, 
add more of any group or of other 
foods.

Why have teens been singled out 
for attention? Because studies over 
the country indicate that they can 
profit by improving their eating 
habits. In fact, teen girls are the 
group most likely to be cheating 
themselves where good nutrition is 
concerned. Among the 800 teens 
studied in the western region, six out 
of every ten girls and four out of 
every ten boys had poor diets. No 
time for a good breakfast, snacks 
that satisfy temporarily but that give 
few bufiding materials, fear of gain-
ing weight, busy schedules that 
interfere with regular meals—all add 
up to poor diets.

A boy has a higher need for 
nutrients during adolescence than 
at any other time in his life. Should 
he eat more than Dad? Yes, indeed; 
if he is normally active he will need 
more calories than most fathers, and 
in addition he needs more of all the 
food groups in the magic formula 
listed above.

The girls’ needs are not quite so 
high as the boys’ because usually 
their activity is less strenuous, and 
their growth stops sooner. But even 
though a boy or girl has quit push-
ing upward, there is much finishing 
work to be done on the inside that 
requires good quality materials. 
Bones that have finished growing 
in length still need a lot of filling 
in in order to build the strong sturdy 
bones needed to carry on through 
adulthood. The heart and other 
organs continue to develop to meet 
the demands of this larger body. 
Muscle tissue, especially for the 
boys, makes tremendous growth if 
given an opportunity. Long after 

maximum growth has been attained, 
extra nutrients are needed to make 
a healthy, well-built body. Doctors 
are concerned today about many 
very young mothers whose own 
bodies have had neither time nor 
adequate materials to develop prop-
erly before the demands of preg-
nancy are added. Many studies have 
shown that mature women who have 
had good diets have fewer compli-
cations in pregnancy and labor and 
give birth to healthier babies.

MEMO TO PARENTS

BY S. OMAR BARKER

When teen habits cause you tears, 
Remember that their cure is years.

The right food can help assure 
important long-term gains for our 
children. They will have better 
health over the years, a longer life 
expectancy and produce healthier 
babies. What can it do for them 
right now? Good choices of foods 
can give them an improved com-
plexion, more attractive hair, re-
sistance to some diseases, more pep 
and vitality, and greater endurance 
and stamina. Eating well pays high 
dividends.

“What’s to eat, Mom?” Let’s try 
to make it easy for them to fill that 
cavity with things good to eat and 
good for them. It is WHAT they eat 
that counts.

Your Question
(Continued from page 150)

And thus the Lord bringeth about 
the restoration of these; and they 
have a part in the first resurrection, 
or have eternal life, being redeemed 
by the Lord.” (Mosiah 15:24.)

We are taught that mankind 
through the ages will be judged by 
the privileges and opportunities to 
know the truth. If a person never 
had the opportunity to know any-
thing about the plan of salvation, 
then surely he should not be held 
accountable for his deeds in the 
flesh on an equality with the man 
who knew the truth and then re-
fused to obey it. Thousands of 
these people who lived in this ig-
norance were devout and faithful 
to the doctrines which they had been
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taught. They cannot be held ac-
countable for their actions which 
were done in faith and obedience to 
that which they devoutly believed 
and had been taught. Fortunately 
the Lord will judge us all by the 
intent of the heart as well as by 
our understanding. Therefore it 
seems that it was only a matter of 
justice for the Lord to do what 
Abinadi said he would do and per-
mit these who innocently died in 
“their ignorance, not having salvation 
declared unto them” to have part in 
this great resurrection. The ques-
tion naturally arises: Little children 
who do not understand, should they 
die, are they redeemed through the 
blood of Christ? The scriptures in-
form us also that this is the privi-
lege of all those who are without 
law:

“For behold that all little chil-
dren are alive in Christ, and also all 
they that are without the law.” 
(Moroni 8:22.)

We may be sure that the Lord 
would do all things according to the 
law of eternal justice and that he 
would not punish people who in 
ignorance sinned and violated his 
commandments. It is one of the 
most glorious principles of truth and 
justice that was ever revealed that 
men are to be punished according 
to their disobedience to divine com-
mandments, but not when they 
have acted innocently in ignorance 
of those divine edicts.

Think of the poor Lamanites con-
verted by Ammon, Aaron, and their 
brethren. They had been guilty of 
many serious transgressions, mur-
dering their “enemies” the Nephites, 
for no apparent cause, but, when the 
truth penetrated their souls, and they 
truly and humbly repented, they 
were forgiven, and the light of the 
gospel entered their souls.

One thing we should remember 
in reading what Abinadi said and 
that is this:

“But behold, and fear, and trem-
ble before God, for ye ought to 
tremble; for the Lord redeemeth 
none such that rebel against him 
and die in their sins; yea, even all 
those that have perished in their sins 
ever since the world began, that 
have wilfully rebelled against God, 
that have known the commandments 
of God, and would not keep 
them; these are they that have 
no part in the first resurrection.” 
(Mosiah 15:26.)
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