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T H E  E DI T O R ’S P A G E
( C o n cl u d e d fr o m pr e c e di n g  p a g e)

T h e  g os p el of  J es us C hrist  t e a c h es t h at all m a n ki n d  
m a y  b e  s a v e d b y  o b e di e n c e t o t h e l a ws a n d or di n a n c es  
t h er e of. A n d  y et,  h u n dr e ds  of  milli o ns  h a v e  di e d  wit h o ut  
e v er h a vi n g  h e ar d  t h at t h er e is s u c h a t hi n g as a g os p el  
pl a n. Si n c e  t h er e is o nl y  o n e  pl a n  of s al v ati o n, s ur el y  
t h er e m ust  b e  s o m e pr o visi o n  m a d e  w h er e b y  t h es e p e o -
pl e m a y  h e ar  of  it a n d h a v e t h e pri vil e g e  of eit h er a c -
c e pti n g  or  r ej e cti n g it. S u c h  a pl a n  is gi v e n  i n t h e pri n -
ci pl e of  s al v ati o n f or t h e d e a d.

T his  pri n ci pl e  of  s al v ati o n f or t h e d e a d  w as  n ot  o nl y  
u n d erst o o d  i n t h e d a ys w h e n  t h e S a vi or  t a u g ht a m o n g  
m e n,  b ut  w as  als o  a p pli e d  as b ei n g  a n  ess e nti al  or di n a n c e  
t o b e  a d mi nist er e d i n or d er  f or t h e d e a d  t o e nt er i nt o 
t h e ki n g d o m  of  G o d.  Si n c e  t his or di n a n c e  h a d  n ot  b e e n  
a d mi nist er e d t o t h e m w h e n  t h e y w er e  li vi n g o n t h e 
e art h, t h e L or d  m a d e  pr o visi o n f or it t o b e d o n e b y  
pr o x y.

I n t h e t e m pl es w e  a d mi nist er  s u c h or di n a n c es  f or t h e 
li vi n g a n d b y  t h e li vi n g f or a n d i n b e h alf  of t h e d e a d.  
All  or di n a n c es  p erf or m e d  b y  t h e pri est h o o d  of  t h e M ost  
Hi g h  ar e as et er n al as l o v e, as c o m pr e h e nsi v e a n d e n -
d uri n g  as lif e, a n d  t hr o u g h o b e di e n c e  t o t h e m, all m a n -
ki n d,  li vi n g a n d  d e a d,  m a y  e nt er  i nt o a n d  a bi d e et er n all y  
i n t h e ki n g d o m  of  G o d.

I n t h e t e m pl es of  t h e L or d  ( a n d o nl y  i n t h es e b uil d -
i n gs) d o  w e  p erf or m  m arri a g es  f or ti m e a n d all et er nit y.

T h e  et er nit y of t his m arri a g e  c o v e n a nt is a gl ori o us  
r e v el ati o n, gi vi n g ass ur a n c e t o h e arts b o u n d b y t h e 
g ol d e n  cl as p of  l o v e a n d s e al e d b y  t h e a ut h orit y of  t h e 
H ol y  Pri est h o o d  t h at t h eir u ni o n  is et er n al.

T e m pl e  m arri a g e  is b asi c all y a p p e ali n g; it is s ci e n -
tifi c all y s o u n d; a n d  a n y  y o u n g  m a n  w h o  t a k es his  s w e et-
h e art t o t h e t e m pl e s h o ul d g o t h er e wit h  t h e u n d er -
st a n di n g t h at t h eir u ni o n  is t o b e  j ust as et er n al as t h e 
l o v e t h at h as  br o u g ht  t h e m t o t h e alt ar.

Y o u n g  m e n  a n d y o u n g  w o m e n  w h o  w o ul d  li v e t h e 
h a p pi est  li v es w o ul d  d o  w ell  t o pr e p ar e  t h e ms el v es t o b e  
w ort h y  of t h at f or m of m arri a g e  w hi c h  G o d  h as or -
d ai n e d — t h e u ni o n  of  a m a n  a n d  w o m a n  w ort h y  t o h a v e  
t h eir m arri a g e  s ol e m ni z e d i n t h e t e m pl e of t h e M ost  
Hi g h.  T h er e  as tr u e l o v ers k n e el  t o pli g ht  t h eir tr ot h, 
e a c h  m a y  c h eris h  t h e ass ur a n c e of  t h e f oll o wi n g:

First,  t h at t h eir m arri e d  c o urs e b e gi ns i n p urit y. T h e  
c hil dr e n w h o  c o m e t o bl ess  t h e u ni o n  ar e g u ar a nt e e d  a  
r o y al birt h  s o f ar as i n h eriti n g a cl e a n  b o d y  is c o n c er n e d.

S e c o n d,  t h at t h eir r eli gi o us vi e ws  ar e t h e s a m e. T h e  
diffi c ult y of r e ari n g c hil dr e n pr o p erl y is a g gr a v at e d  
w h e n  f at h er a n d m ot h er  h a v e  di v er g e nt  vi e ws  r e g ar di n g 
c h ur c h affili ati o n.

T hir d,  t h at t h eir v o ws ar e m a d e  wit h  t h e i d e a of a n  
et er n al u ni o n,  n ot  t o b e  br o k e n  b y  p ett y  mis u n d erst a n d -
i n gs or  diffi c ulti es.

F o urt h,  t h at a c o v e n a nt m a d e  i n G o d ’s pr es e n c e  a n d  
s e al e d b y  t h e H ol y  Pri est h o o d  is m or e  bi n di n g  t h a n a n y  
ot h er  b o n d.

Fift h,  t h at a m arri a g e  t h us c o m m e n c e d is as. et er n al  
as l o v e, t h e di vi n est  attri b ut e of  t h e h u m a n  s o ul.

Si xt h, t h at t h e f a mil y u nit will  r e m ai n u n br o k e n  
t hr o u g h o ut et er nit y.

T his  is t h e h erit a g e of t h os e w h o  s e e k t h e bl essi n gs  
of  o ur  t e m pl es.

b y  J os e p h  Fi el di n g  S mit h

P R E SI D E N T  O F  T H E  C O U N CI L  O F  T H E  T W E L V E

T h e  P ri est h o o d  of t h e N e p hit es

“ W hil e  st u d yi n g o ur B o o k  of M or m o n  
l ess o n i n o ur S u n d a y S c h o ol cl ass o ur  

att e nti o n  w as  c all e d t o t h e st at e m e nt i n t h e T e a c h ers 3 
S u p pl e m e nt  w hi c h  s a ys t h at t h e N e p hit es  di d  n ot  h a v e  
t h e A ar o ni c  Pri est h o o d.  M e m b ers  of  t h e cl ass q u esti o n e d  
t h e a ut h e nti cit y  of  t his a n d  c all e d  att e nti o n  t o t h e w or ds  
i n M or o ni,  c h a pt er t hr e e, w hi c h  cl e arl y st at e t h at t h e y 
or d ai n e d  pri ests  a n d  t e a c h ers, t o pr e a c h  r e p e nt a n c e a n d  
r e missi o n of  si ns. T h e n  w e  r e a d i n S e c o n d  N e p hi  5: 2 6,  
t h at N e p hi  c o ns e cr at e d  J a c o b  a n d  J os e p h  ‘t h at t h e y s h o ul d  
b e  pri ests  a n d  t e a c h ers o v er  t h e l a n d of  m y  p e o pl e. 3 Will  
y o u ki n dl y  p ut  us  str ai g ht o n  t his m att er ? 3 3

Aft er  t h e tri b es of  Isr a el w er e  br o u g ht  o ut  
of  E g y pt  t h e L or d  pr o p os e d  t o m a k e  t h e m 

a r o y al pri est h o o d, c o nf erri n g o n m e m b ers  of all t h e 
tri b es t h e a ut h orit y of  t h e M el c hi z e d e k  Pri est h o o d;  b ut  
w h e n  t h e y m a d e  a g ol d e n  c alf t o w ors hi p  i n t h e a bs e n c e  
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of  M os es  a n d  w er e  i n c o nst a nt  m ur m uri n g  a n d  r e b elli o n, 
t h e L or d  d e ni e d  t h e m t his gr e at  h o n or  a n d t o o k M os es  
a n d  t h e Hi g h er  Pri est h o o d  fr o m t h e m, a n d d e cr e e d  t h at 
t his pri est h o o d  s h o ul d n ot  b e  gi v e n  t h e m a n d t h at t h e y 
“ s h o ul d n ot  e nt er i nt o his  r est, w hil e  i n t h e wil d er n ess,  
w hi c h  r est is t h e f ul n ess of  his  gl or y. ” 1 Fr o m  t h at ti m e 
u ntil  t h e c o mi n g of  o ur  R e d e e m er,  Isr a el w as  s u bj e ct t o 
t h e A ar o ni c  Pri est h o o d  a n d t h e “ c ar n al  l a w,” w hi c h  w as  
a d d e d. I nst e a d of  t a ki n g t h e first b or n of  t h e f a mili es, t h e 
L or d  s e p ar at e d t h e tri b e of L e vi  a n d m a d e  t h e m t h e 
pri ests of t h e p e o pl e. “ F or t h e L or d  h a d s p o k e n 
u nt o  M os es,  s a yi n g,

“ O nl y  t h o u s h alt n ot  n u m b er  t h e tri b e of  L e vi,  n eit h er  
t a k e t h e s u m of t h e m a m o n g t h e c hil dr e n of Isr a el.” 2

T h e  N e p hit es  w er e  d es c e n d a nts  of  J os e p h. L e hi  dis -
c o v er e d t his w h e n  r e a di n g t h e br ass  pl at es. H e  w as  a

i D &  C  8 4: 2 2- 2 7. N u m b ers  c h a pt ers 1- 3.
^ N u m b ers 1: 4 8- 4 9.
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EDITOR’S NOTE

Response to Your Question is so large that it is possible to 
answer on these pages but a small percentage of the questions 
submitted. When you write, be sure to include your name 
and address in case it seems advisable to answer your letter 
personally.

descendant of Manasseh, and Ishmael, who accompanied 
him with his family, was of the tribe of Ephraim.3 There-
fore there were no Levites who accompanied Lehi to the 
Western Hemisphere. Under these conditions the Ne- 
phites officiated by virtue of the Melchizedek Priesthood 
from the days of Lehi to the days of the appearance of 
our Savior among them. It is true that Nephi “conse-
crated Jacob and Joseph” that they should be priests 
and teachers over the land of the Nephites, but the fact 
that plural terms priests and teachers were used indicates 
that this was not a reference to the definite office in 
the priesthood in either case, but it was a general as-
signment to teach, direct, and admonish the people. 
Otherwise the terms priest and teacher would have been 
given, in the singular. Additional light is thrown on this 
appointment showing that these two brothers of Nephi 
held the Melchizedek Priesthood, in the sixth chapter, 
second verse of 2 Nephi, where Jacob makes this explana-
tion regarding the priesthood which he and Joseph held:

“Behold, my beloved brethren, I, Jacob, having been 
called of God, and ordained after the manner of his holy 
order, and having been consecrated by my brother Nephi, 
unto whom ye look as a king or a protector, and on 
whom ye depend for safety, behold ye know that I have 
spoken unto you exceeding many things.” This seems 
to be a confirmation of the ordinations that he and his 
brother Joseph received in the Melchizedek Priesthood. 
All through the Book of Mormon we find references to 
the Nephites officiating by virtue of the Higher Priest-
hood after the holy order. Alma, discoursing on the sub-
ject before the people of the city of Ammonahah said:

“And again, my brethren, I would cite your minds 
forward to the time when the Lord God .gave these com-
mandments unto his children; and I would that ye should 
remember that the Lord God ordained priests, after his 

»Alma 10:3. The  Improv em ent  Era  8:781; ] of D 23:184.

holy order, which was after the order of his Son, to 
teach these things unto the people.”4

In the opening verses of Alma, chapter 43, Mormon 
records the following:

“And now it came to pass that the sons of Alma did 
go forth among the people, to declare the word unto 
them. And Alma, also, himself, could not rest, and he 
also went forth.

“Now we will say no more concerning their preachings, 
except that they preached the word, and .the truth, ac-
cording to the spirit of prophecy and revelation; and 
they preached after the holy order of God by which they 
were called.”

From these and numerous other passages we learn 
that it was by the authority of the Melchizedek Priest-
hood that the Nephites administered from the time they 
left Jerusalem until the time of the coming of Jesus 
Christ. By the power of this priesthood they baptized, 
confirmed, and ordained. During these years they also 
observed the law of Moses. They offered sacrifice and 
performed the duties which in Israel had been assigned 
to the priests and Levites. They observed in every detail 
the requirements of the law. When the Savior came to 
them, he fulfilled the carnal law and did away with the 
sacrifice by the shedding of blood of animals. He in-
formed the Nephites that in him the law of Moses was 
fulfilled.5

When the Savior came to the Nephites, he established 
the Church in its fulness among them, and he informed 
them that former things had passed away, for they 
were all fulfilled in him. He gave the Nephites all the 
authority of the priesthood which we exercise today. 
Therefore we are justified in the belief that not only 
was the fulness of the Melchizedek Priesthood conferred, 
but also the Aaronic, just as we have it in the Church 
today; and this Aaronic Priesthood remained with them 
from this time until, through wickedness, all priesthood 
ceased. We may be assured that in the days of Moroni 
the Nephites did ordain teachers and priests in the 
Aaronic Priesthood; but before the visit of the Savior 
they officiated in the Melchizedek Priesthood.

‘Alma 13:1. See also D & C 107:1-4.
B2 Nephi 25:24-30; 3 Nephi 1:23-25; 9:15-17; 15:2-8.
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