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T H E  E DI T O R' S P A G E
( C o n cl u d e d fr o m pr e c e di n g  p a g e)

m et  t o g et h er a n d d e ci d e d t h at w h e n e v er  t h e y e nt er e d  
t h e b uil di n g,  t h e y w o ul d  m o v e  a n d s p e a k r e v er e ntl y. I 
w as  i nt er est e d t o o bs er v e  t h at w h e n  t h e c hil dr e n  e nt er e d  
S u n d a y  S c h o ol  t h e y, t o o, h a d  a r e v er e nti al attit u d e, a n d 
s o di d  t h eir f at h ers a n d m ot h ers.

R e v er e n c e  s h o ul d b e  m a nif est  i n s a cr a m e nt m e eti n gs,  
i n MI A,  a n d i n t h e m e eti n gs  of  all t h e ot h er  a u xili ari es  

of  t h e C h ur c h.  T his  is a missi o n ar y  C h ur c h. P e o pl e  
c o m e h er e  f or li g ht a n d k n o wl e d g e,  f or i nstr u cti o n, a n d  
t h e y h a v e  a ri g ht t o fi n d it w h e n  t h e y c o m e.

A  pr a y erf ul  h e art  will  d o  m u c h  t o bri n g  r e v er e n c e i nt o 
o ur  li v es. O ur  i n di vi d u al a n d f a mil y pr a y ers,  a n d t h os e 
s ai d i n c h ur c h, will  bri n g us cl os er t o o ur H e a v e nl y  
F at h er,  a n d b uil d o ur  h o n or  a n d r es p e ct f or hi m a n d 
f or t h e t hi n gs w hi c h  h e  as ks us  t o h ol d  s a cr e d.

H o w  W as  L e hi  a  D es c e n d a nt  of  t h e J e ws ?
Q u esti o n:

A ns w er:

“ Will  y o u ki n dl y a ns w er  a  q u esti o n  f or 
o ur S u n d a y S c h o ol cl ass ? I n 1 N e p hi  

5: 1 4, w e  ar e i nf or m e d t h at L e hi  w as  a d es c e n d a nt of  
J os e p h, a n d  i n 2  N e p hi  3 0: 4,  it st at es t h at t h e N e p hit es  
w er e  d es c e n d a nts  of  t h e J e ws. Si n c e  t h e J e ws w er e  d e -
s c e n d a nts of  J u d a h, h o w c a n t h es e st at e m e nts b e h ar-
m o niz e d ? ”

It is tr u e t h at L e hi  a n d his  f a mil y w er e  
d es c e n d a nts  of  J os e p h t hr o u g h t h e li n e a g e

of  M a n ass e h  ( Al m a 1 0: 3),  a n d  Is h m a el w as  a  d es c e n d a nt  
of  E p hr ai m,  a c c or di n g t o t h e st at e m e nt of  t h e Pr o p h et  
J os e p h S mit h. T h at  t h e N e p hit es  w er e  d es c e n d a nts  of  
J os e p h is i n f ulfil m e nt of  t h e bl essi n gs  gi v e n t o J os e p h  
b y  his f at h er Isr a el. T h e  N e p hit es  w er e  of t h e J e ws, 
n ot  s o m u c h  b y  d es c e nt as b y  citi z e ns hi p, alt h o u g h i n 
t h e l o n g d es c e nt  fr o m J a c o b, it c o ul d b e  p ossi bl e  of  s o m e 
mi xi n g  of  t h e tri b es b y  i nt er m arri a g e.

It s h o ul d b e  r e m e m b er e d t h at i n t h e d a ys  of  R c h o b o a m,  
s o n of S ol o m o n,  t e n of t h e t w el v e tri b es of Isr a el r e-
v olt e d  a n d w er e  k n o w n  as t h e ki n g d o m  of  Isr a el fr o m 
t h at ti m e o n  u ntil  t h e y w er e  c arri e d a w a y i nt o Ass yri a.  
T h e  ot h er  t w o tri b es of  J u d a h a n d B e nj a mi n  r e m ai n e d 
l o y al t o R e h o b o a m  a n d w er e  k n o w n as t h e ki n g d o m  
of  J u d a h. L e hi  w as  a citi z e n of  J er us al e m, i n t h e ki n g -
d o m  of  J u d a h. Pr es u m a bl y  his f a mil y h a d  li v e d t h er e 
f or s e v er al g e n er ati o ns,  a n d all of  t h e i n h a bit a nts of  t h e 
ki n g d o m  of  J u d a h, n o  m att er  w hi c h  tri b e t h e y h a d  d e-
s c e n d e d t hr o u g h, w er e  k n o w n as J e ws. T h e  c o n diti o n  
is c o m p ar a bl e t o c o n diti o ns t o d a y, f or e x a m pl e: M a n y 
m e m b ers  of t h e C h ur c h  h a v e b e e n g at h er e d o ut of  
E n gl a n d,  G er m a n y,  t h e S c a n di n a vi a n c o u ntri es, a n d  
ot h er  f or ei g n l a n ds. C o mi n g  t o t his c o u ntr y t h e y h a v e  
t a k e o ut citi z e ns hi p p a p ers, a n d t h e n t h e y a n d t h eir 
d es c e n d a nts ar e k n o w n as A m eri c a ns,  b ei n g citi z e ns  
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of t his c o u ntr y. T h er e  is als o a c o m p ar a bl e e x a m pl e  
i n t h e c as e of  P a ul  t h e a p ostl e. W h e n  h e  w as  arr est e d  
o n  c o m pl ai nt of  t h e J e ws, t h e c hi ef  c a pt ai n mist o o k  hi m  
f or a n E g y pti a n  w h o  h a d  cr e at e d a r e b elli o n, a n d P a ul  
s ai d t o t h e c a pt ai n, “ . . . I a m a m a n  w hi c h  a m a J e w 
of  T ars us,  a cit y i n Cili ci a,  a citi z e n of  n o  m e a n  cit y:  
a n d, I b es e e c h  t h e e, s uff er m e  t o s p e a k u nt o  t h e p e o pl e. ”  
W h e n  t h e pri vil e g e  w as  gr a nt e d,  P a ul  s p o k e t o t h e a n gr y  
J e ws a n d s ai d: “ I a m v eril y a m a n  w hi c h  a m a J e w, 
b or n  i n T ars us,  a cit y i n Cili ci a,  y et  br o u g ht  u p  i n t his 
cit y at t h e f e et of G a m ali el,  a n d t a u g ht a c c or di n g t o 
t h e p erf e ct m a n n er  of  t h e l a w of  t h e f at h ers, a n d w as  
z e al o us  t o w ar d G o d,  as  y e  all  ar e  t his d a y. ” ( A cts 2 1: 3 7-  
3 9,  a n d  A cts  2 2: 3.) I n writi n g  his  e pistl es t o t h e R o m a n  
s ai nts a n d als o t o t h e s ai nts at P hili p pi,  P a ul  s ai d: “ . . . 
F or  I als o a m a n Isr a elit e, of t h e s e e d of A br a h a m, 
of t h e tri b e of B e nj a mi n. ” ( R o m a ns 1 1: 1, a n d P hili p-  
pi a ns  3: 5.)

N ot  o nl y  i n t h e B o o k  of  M or m o n  ar e t h e d es c e n d a nts  
of  L e hi  c all e d J e ws, b ut  als o i n t h e D o ctri n e  a n d C o v e -
n a nts. I n s e cti o n 1 9,  v ers e  2 7,  t his is f o u n d: “ W hi c h  is 
m y  w or d  t o t h e G e ntil e,  t h at s o o n it m a y  g o t o t h e 
J e w, of  w h o m  t h e L a m a nit es  ar e a r e m n a nt, t h at t h e y 
m a y  b eli e v e  t h e g os p el, a n d l o o k n ot  f or a M essi a h  t o 
c o m e w h o  h as  alr e a d y c o m e. ” A g ai n,  i n gi vi n g  i nstr u c-
ti o n t o t h e el d ers w h o  h a d  j o ur n e y e d fr o m Kirtl a n d  t o 
Miss o uri,  t h e L or d  r e v e al e d t h e pl a c e  f or t h e b uil di n g  of  
t h e t e m pl e a n d  g a v e  i nstr u cti o n f or t h e p ur c h as e  of  l a n d 
“ l yi n g w est w ar d,  e v e n u nt o t h e li n e r u n ni n g dir e ctl y  
b et w e e n  J e w a n d G e ntil e. ” ( S e cti o n 5 7: 4.) T his  li n e 
w est w ar d  w as  t h e di vi di n g  li n e b et w e e n  t h e w hit es  a n d  
I n di a ns.
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