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Chapter 40

NEW INFORMATION ABOUT 
MULEK, SON OF THE KING

Mosiah 25:2 "There were not so many of the chil-
dren of Nephi, or so many of those who were des-
cendents of Nephi, as there were of the people of 
Zarahemla, who was a descendant of Mulek."

M
ulek, the son of Zedekiah, is mentioned several 
times in the Book of Mormon (see Mosiah 25:2; 
Helaman 6:10; 8:21) but not in the Bible —at least not in a way 

that people have recognized, until just recently. Biblical schol-
arship now bears out this Book of Mormon claim: King Zedekiah 
had a son named Mulek.

In the summer of 586 b.c ., when the troops of King Ne-
buchadrezzar breached the walls of Jerusalem, King Zedekiah 
of Judah and a large company of warriors attempted to escape 
by night to the East. Babylonian troops caught up with them in 
the plains of Jericho. Many presumably escaped, but Zedekiah 
himself was seized and taken to Nebuchadrezzar's operational 
headquarters at Riblah (on the Orontes River, just south of Ka- 
desh, in what is now Syria). There, as punishment for breaking 
his sacred oath of fealty to King Nebuchadrezzar, the Babylon-
ians forced Zedekiah to witness the execution of his captured 
sons, had his eyes put out, and took him in bronze fetters to 
Babylon (see 2 Kings 25:4-7; 2 Chronicles 36:13).

According to the Book of Mormon, that was not the end of 
the matter. One son named Mulek escaped (see Omni 1:15-16; 
Helaman 8:21), even though the details remain shadowy. Since 
he landed first at the land of Desolation on the east coast (see 
Alma 22:30-31; Helaman 6:10), he probably journeyed to Meso-
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MULEK, SON OF THE KING

america via the Mediterranean, Atlantic Ocean, and Caribbean, 
perhaps with Phoenician help.

The first clue of the existence and escape of Mulek, son of 
Zedekiah, can be found in 2 Kings 25:1-10, which reports that 
Nebuchadrezzar and “all his host" scattered “all the men" and 
“all [the king's] army" and burnt “all the houses of Jerusalem," 
and with “all the army" they destroyed the walls. In the midst 
of all this, however, 2 Kings 25:7 omits the word all when it 
reports only that "the sons" of Zedekiah were killed, leaving 
open the question whether all of his sons were slain.

Biblical scholars have recently had interesting things to say 
about a person named Malchiah. Jeremiah 38:6 speaks of a "dun-
geon of Malchiah the son of Hammelech ... in the court of the 
prison." But the Hebrew name here, MalkiYahu ben-hamMelek, 
should be translated "MalkiYahu, son of the king," the Hebrew 
word melek meaning "king."

Was this MalkiYahu a son of King Zedekiah? Several factors 
indicate that he was. For one thing, the title "son of the king" 
was used throughout the ancient Near East to refer to actual 
sons of kings who served as high officers of imperial adminis-
tration.1 The same is certainly true of the Bible, in which kings' 
sons ran prisons (see 1 Kings 22:26-27; Jeremiah 36:26; 38:6) or 
performed other official functions (see 2 Kings 15:5; 2 Chronicles 
28:7). Moreover, in view of the fact that the name MalkiYahu 
has been found on two ostraca from Arad (in southern Judah), 
the late head of the Department of Archaeology at Tel Aviv 
University, Yohanan Aharoni, said that "Malkiyahu is a common 
name and was even borne by a contemporary son of king Ze-
dekiah."2

But was this MalkiYahu the same person as Mulek? Study 
of these names tells us he may very well be. In the case of Baruch, 
scribe of Jeremiah, for example, the long form of his name, 
BerekYahu, has been discovered on a seal impression by Nah- 
man Avigad of the Hebrew University in Jerusalem.3 The full 
name has been shortened in Jeremiah's record to Baruch.

In view of this shortening, as in many other biblical names,

143



M U L E K,  S O N  O F  T H E  KI N G

t h e r e i s n o  r e a s o n w h y  a  s h ort f o r m s u c h a s  M ul e k  mi g ht  n ot  

b e  p o s si bl e.  I n d e e d, t h e a r c h ai c  H e b r e w  q utl-f or m  c o ul d  a c c o u nt  

f o r it, a n d m ul k  a ct u all y  a p p e a r s  i n U g a riti c  a n d  P h o e ni ci a n,  

m e a ni n g  " r o y al, p ri n c el y- s a c rifi c e;  t o p h et- v o w" ( = P u ni c  m ol k/  

H e b r e w  m ole k  [ s e e L e viti c u s  1 8: 2 1;  2  Ki n g s  1 6: 3];  c hil d- s a c rifi c e  

[ s e e A ct s  7: 4 3]),  a n d  i n A r a bi c  m e a ni n g  " r ei g n, s o v e r ei g nt y,  

d o mi ni o n"  ( A m orit e M ul u k  =  A k k a di a n  a n d  E bl ait e  M ali k).  O n e  

mi g ht,  i n ci d e nt all y, b e  l e d t o c o m p a r e  t hi s wit h  M a y a n  M ul u c,  

t h e r e d- B a c a b of  t h e E a st,  w h o m  D a vi d  H.  K ell e y  c o r r el at e s  wit h  

" bl o o d" a n d  " d e v o u r e r of  c hil d r e n." 4

A  p r o mi n e nt  n o n- M o r m o n  a n ci e nt  N e a r  E a st e r n  s p e ci ali st  

d e cl a r e d  r e c e ntl y of  t h e B o o k  of  M o r m o n' s  n a mi n g  " M ul e k" a s  

a  s o n of  Z e d e ki a h,  "If J o s e p h S mit h  c a m e  u p  wit h  t h at o n e,  h e  

di d  p r ett y  g o o d!"  H e  a d d e d  t h at t h e v o w el s  i n t h e n a m e  c o ul d  

b e  a c c o u nt e d  f o r a s  t h e P h o e ni ci a n  st yl e of  p r o n u n ci ati o n.  H e  

f o u n d hi m s elf  i n g e n e r al  a g r e e m e nt  t h at " M al ki Y a h u, s o n  of  t h e 

Ki n g"  mi g ht  v e r y  w ell  b e  a  s o n of  Ki n g  Z e d e ki a h,  a n d  t h at t h e 

s h o rt-f o r m of  t h e n a m e  c o ul d i n d e e d b e  M ule k.

B as e d  o n  r es e a r c h p ri m a ril y  b y  R o b e rt  F.  S mit h, F e b r u a r y  1 9 8 4  a n d  s u p-

pl e m e nt e d  b y  B e nj a mi n  U r r uti a  i n I n si g ht s, F e b r u a r y 1 9 8 5. F o r  t h e l at est 

st at e m e nts a b o ut  M ul e k  a n d  t h e M ul e kit es,  s e e t h e e nt r y  o n  M ul e kit es  b y  C u r -

tis W ri g ht  i n M a c mill a n's  E n c y cl o p e di a  of  M o r m o ni s m  ( 1 9 9 1) a n d  t h e a r -

ti cl e b y  J o h n L.  S o r e ns o n,  " T h e M ul e kit es,  "  B Y U  St u di e s  3 0  ( S u m m e r 1 9 9 0):  

6- 2 2.
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