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LATTER-DAY SAINTS' MILLENNIAL STAR.

vel. They were rewarded one morn-
ing by finding at their tent door a
brass ball of curious workmanship,
and inside two spindles, one pointing
the way they should go with written
instructions on it, being changed from
time to time as was needful for their
welfare. Nearing the sea shore they
found a fruitful land. Nephi was
commanded of the Lord to build a
ship after the pattern He gave him, to
carry them and their effects, which
consisted of their clothing, provisions,
and the various kinds of seeds they
had in their possession, unto the pro-
mised land. The sons of Lehi and
Zoram married Ishmael's daughters,
but, to the glriaf of the little colony,
they had to leave the body of Ismael
in the wilderness. They embarked
in their ship with confidence in God
who had brought them through the
wilderness, and provided them with
food and material to make tools to
work timber, and had shown them
how to build a ship and given them a
compass. They started for the land
the Lord had promised Lehi he would
lead him to when He told him to
leave Jerusalem. Their sea voyage
and their arrival in the promised land
on the coast of Chili are graphically
described by Nephi, the son of Lehi,
on gold plates made by his own hands
from ore he found in their new home,
He did not write in the Egyptian nor
Hebrew language, but in a language
of their own adoption, called the Re-
formed Egyptian. Nephi being a
righteous man was worthy to lead
oﬁlem, and those who were willing to
be led by him were called Nephites,
He relates how they commenced to
till the soil and sow the seeds they
brought with them, and that they
foung beasts in the forest of every
kind—the cow and the ox and the ass
and the horse and the goat, and all
manner of wild animals.

Laman and Lemuel, the eldest sons
of Lehi, rebelled against their brother
and became very wicked, which caused
Nephi and those who followed him to
flee from them so that they could live
in peace. All who followed Laman
were called Lamanites. They made
war upon the Nephites, and became
a lazy, loathsome and barbarous race,
living on wild beasts and the prey
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they obtained from their brethren the
Nephites; and because of their wicked-
ness the curse of God followed them
and in timethey became a dark colored
race, which mark they carry to this
day. With the exception of a colony
that left Jerusalem a few years after
Lehi, which was not known to the
Nephites for a great length of tim
the Nephites and Lamanites peopl
North and South America.

When Christopher Columbus dis-
covered America in the 15th century,
he found a savage and warlike people
possessing ornaments of gold and
other metals, and since that time
wherever the American Indian has
been found, whether in the north or
south, his eye and skin and hair be-
speak a common origin.

Being of the house of Israel many
of the Nephites reverenced the law
of Moses, and so long as they kept
the law of the Lord they prospered
exceedingly. They were favored with
prophets to instruct them and tell
them of glorious events that should
be witnessed in the future. Among
the mau{;wondarfnl things looked for
was the birth of the Savior, His eru-
cifixion and resurrection from the
dead. According to the record one
of their prophets, who lived before
and probably cotemporary with Jesus,
Erophesied of the e would be

orn and the sign that should be

iven. I quote the prophecy of

amuel, a converted Lamanite: * Be-
hold, I give unto Eon a sign; for five
years more cometh, and behold, then
cometh the Son of God to redeem all
those who shall believe on his name.
And behold, this will I give unto you
for a sign at the time of his coming;
for behold, there shall be great lights
in heaven, insomuch that in the night
before he cometh there shall be no
darkness, insomuch that it shall ap-

ear unto man as if it was day, there-
ore there shall be one day and a
night, and a day, as if it were one
day,...... and behold there shall a new
star arise, such an one as ye never
have beheld” (Book of Heleman, xiv,
2—5). He also foretold the signs that
wonld appear at His crucifixion: “ Be-
hold in that day that he shall suffer
death the sun shall be darkened and
refuse to give his light unto you, and
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also the moon and the star? and there
shall be no light upon the face of this
land even from the time that he shall
suffer death, for the space of three
days, to the time that he shall rise
again from the dead” (20th verse).
Jesus speaking to His disciples on
one occasion said: “Other sheep I
have, which are not of this fold: them
also I must brin , and thezeshall hear

my voice; and there shall be one fold,
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and one shepherd.” His disciples
knew nothing of the people of Ame-
rica, but Jesus knew whereof He
spaf:e. He visited America after His
resurrection, and conversed with many
of His followers.

For the particulars of this very in-
teresting and important event, we
refer the reader to 3rd Nephi, 11 c.
3—17 v. (Book of Mormon),

[TO BE CONTINUED.]

IN BONDS FOR THE TRUTH’S SAKE.
e

Utah Penitentiary, July 20, 1886.
President D. H. Wells.

Dear Brother, — Thinking that a
letter from one of the Elders of Israel,
incarcerated in the Utah Penitentiary
for obeying the law of the celestial
kingdom, weuld be of some interest
to you and the readers of the MILLEN-
NIAL STAR, I take the liberty to tell
you a little of my experience in this
place in the years 1883 and 1886. I
was arrested on the 1st of May, 1883,
on a charge against me under the Ed-
munds law, by Marshal Ireland, and
brought to his office, where I had to
wait for four hours until my case
came up for examination before Com-
missioner McKay. I waived an ex-
amination, and was put under $2,500
bonds (which was a very high bond
at that tiwme,) to await the action of
the grand iury, which was not then in
session. was & poor man without
any real estate or propertgoof my own
80 was not able to get bonds, and 1
was, in default of this, sent to the
Utah Penitentiary, where I remained
nearly three months, and was released
on bonds on the 16th of July, 1883,
having fasted and prayed to God un-
til He softened the hearts of some
good men to go bail for me. I can
tell you that liberty was sweet to me
and I never appreciated it before
had been in prison. When I was here
before, I was shut up alone among
sixty-five men of the lowest character,
and had not one brother of my own
faith to stand by me, and I was per-
secuted and derided by thieves, rob-
bers and murderers. My trials were
great, but God stood by me and bles-
sed me with a great deal of His Holy

Spirit, so that I was able to endure
them manfully, and this gave me an
experience which cannot be bought
with gold or precious stones, and it
has strengthened my faith in God.
Who can trust in man? Nobody; for
if they do it will often fail. It has
been my experience in life to trust
only in the true and living God; and
in His dealings with me as His ser-
vant, so long as I have' been living
upon the earth, which will be fift
ears on the 15th of next month,
ave found He has been my truest
friend, for He has never forsaken me,
but has stood by me under all eir-
cumstances. This is my testimony to
you and to all the Saints of God who
may read this, that they may have
great faith and trust in Him under
‘all circumstances, for our trials are
| only given to us for our own good and
to give us experience.

1 had the privilege of seeing my
| family occasionally, which was the
reatest blessing I had at that time,
or I assure you that I never loved
them more than I did when in the
Penitentiary. Butit wasa great trial
for them to see their lovin, band

hus
and father in prison, and after thirty
minutes’ conversation, watched closely
by the guard, to leave him and see
the prison gates close on him. It
brought tears to their eyes and they
wept in sorrow.

was out of prison for nearly two
years and six months, and was able,
throngh my faith and prayers, to put
off my case from time to time. In
this two years and a half I enjoyed
liberty in full measure, associating
with my family and [riends, and again






