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"For the Lord hath poured out upon you the
spirit of deep sleep, and hath closed yotir eyes;
the prophets and your rulers, the seers hath he
covered.

"And the vision of all is become unto you as
the words of a book that is sealed, which men de-
liver to ome that is learned, saying, Read this,
I pray thee; and he saith I cannot; for it is sealed.

"And the book is delivered to him that is not
learned, saying Read this, I pray thee: and he saith,
[ am not learned.

"Wherefore the Lord said, Forasmuch as this
people draw near me with their mouth, and with
their lips do honour me, but have removed their
heart far from me, and their fear toward me is
taught by the precept of men:

"Therefore, behold, I will proceed to do g
marvelous work among this people, even
marvelous work and a wonder; for the zvisdom
of their tvise men shall perish, and the under-
standing of their prudent men shall be bid.”

Isaiah 29:10-14



CHAPTER TWO

CONCERNING THE PLATES OF THE
BOOK OF MORMON

HERE are, as far as I know, no data from which
to calculate, with accuracy, the number of
plates contained in the original volume of the

Book of Mormon, or their weight. And yet, such
questions have been discussed by unfriendly critics

of the book.

The Rev. Mr. M. T. Lamb’s Objections. The
Rev. M. T. Lamb, for instance, who, in 1886 or 87,
favored the Saints in Utah with a series of lectures
against the sacred volume, and was courteously
tendered the use of ward houses for that purpose, told
us that the 563 pages of the American text would
have required at least an equal number of plates. Con-
sequently, he said, there were, on the most liberal esti-
mate possible, enough plates only for from one-third
to one-eighth of the text as printed in the American
edition.

He arrived at this conclusion by accepting the
dimensions of the plates as 7x8 inches, and the thick-
ness of the volume as four inches. He allowed fifty
plates for an inch, making two hundred plates in
all. But the prophet, he said, did not translate more
than one-third of the two hundred; that is to say,
66 or 67 plates, and he could not by any possibility
have obtained the entire book, as we have it, from
such a small number of plates.

‘M. T. Lamb, The Golden Bible, pp. 245-50.
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Others have asserted that if the Prophet Joseph
had a sufficient number of gold plates to contain the
entire text of the Book of Mormon, they would have
been too heavy to handle as a book. They would
have weighed about 500 pounds or more.

By such statements the critics have hoped to
break the "Mormon™ pitcher at the threshold, as the
Greek saying 1s. If they could make it appear that
the prophet could not have had a sufficient number
of plates; or, if he had, that he could not have lifted
them, they felt that thereby they could remove the
entire foundation of the Church, and leave nothing
further to discuss. It is, therefore, interesting to con-
sider just what data we have bearing on that subject,
and what conclusions we may reasonably draw from
them.

The Prophet Joseph's Own Account. The
prophet writes:

"These records were engraven on plates which had the ap-
pearance of gold; each plate was six inches wide and eight inches
long and not quite as thick as common tin. They were
filled with engravings, in Egyptian characters, and bound
together in a volume as the leaves of a book with three rings
running through the whole. The volume was something near
six inches in thickness, a part of which was sealed. The
characters on the unsealed part were small, and beautifully en-
graved. The whole book exhibited many marks of antiquity
in its construction, and much skill in the art of engraving.
With the records was found a curious instrument, which the
ancients called 'urim and thummim, which consisted of two

transparent stones set in the rim of a bow fastened to a
breastplate. Through the medium of the urim and thummim

[ translated the record by the gift and power of God.”—Joseph
Smith, in a letter to John Wentworth, Editor of the Chicago
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Democrat, March 1, 1842. {History of the Church, Vol. 4, p.
535).

No Definite Data Now at Hand. 1t should be
noted, however, that the Prophet Joseph does not en-
lighten us on the number or weight of the plates, any
more than does Moses on the size and avoirdupois of
the tables on which the Lord engraved the law. It
should also be remembered that the particulars fur-
nished by the eye witnesses were given many years
after they had seen the plates, in answer to questions
pressed upon them in the course of what amounted
almost to cross examination. They give, therefore,
their individual estimates and nothing more.

Suppose, for the sake of illustration, that two
or more men should be examined on the dimensions
of a book—say Webster's Dictionary—twenty years
after they had seen it. What would their answers be,
provided there was no collusion between them?
They would call up from the depths of their mind the
image produced there so many years ago and then
give, each his own estimate as best he could. 1 re-
member one occasion on which some students were
together and the question of estimating dimensions
came up. A "stove pipe hat” was placed in the mid-
dle of the floor, where there was no object close by
to compare it with, and the question was asked, What
is the height of that hat? The estimates, quickly
made, varied and ranged all the way from four to
ten inches. The actual height, I believe, was five
and a half inches. I dare say a carpenter, or any
other mechanic, would have come pretty close to the
actual figure, when the object was before him; but
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what would his estimate be many years afterwards?
Probably either over or under the actual figure, but
that would not affect his credibility as a witness to
the fact that he had actually seen and handled the
object in question.

Size of the Plates. The Prophet Joseph, as we
have just read gives the size as six by eight inches.

David Whitmer, in an interview in the Kansas
City Journal, said of the plates, shortly before his
death:

'"They appeared to be of gold, about six by nine inches
in size, about as thick as parchment, a great many in number

and bound together like the leaves of a book by massive rings
passing through the edges.”)

Martin Harris, according to Myth of the Manu-
script Found, estimated the plates at eight by seven
inches and the thickness of the volume at four inches,
each plate being as thick as thick tin.

Orson Pratt had not seen the plates, himself, but
his intimacy with the prophet and the eye witnesses
lends some weight to his words. He tells us that the
plates were eight by seven inches, and that the entire
volume was about six inches, while each plate was
about as thick as common tin. Orson Pratt also says
that two-thirds of the volume was sealed.

Such are the really slight variations in the state-
ments made on the dimensions of the plates. David
Whitmer’s estimate of the size amounts to 54 square
inches, but he says nothing of the thickness of the

2This is quoted from The Prophet of Palmyra, and may, or may not, be
authentic.
JAn excellent little book by George Reynolds.
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volume. Martin Harris gives us 56 square inches as
the size of the plates and 4 inches as the thickness
of the volume. Orson Pratt accepts the first figures
of Martin Harris but gives 6 inches as the thickness
of the volume, as does the Prophet Joseph. Accord-
ing to the latter, each plate had a surface of 48 square
inches.

The question before us is, Could one-third (two-
thirds being sealed) of a volume of metal leaves
6x8x6 (the Prophet Joseph) or 8x7x4 inches (Mar-
tin Harris), or 8x7x6 inches (Orson Pratt), contain
a sufficient number of plates, each as thick as parch-
ment or tin, to yield the necessary space for the entire
text of the Book of Mormon? If so, what about their
immense weight?

Two Remarkable Illustrations. The accompany-
ing 1llustrations are a complete answer to these ques-
tions. (See pages 40 and 41.)

The first is a facsimile of a sheet of paper, 8x7
inches, upon which a Hebrew translation of fourteen
pages of the American text of the Book of Mormon
have been written in the modern, square Hebrew
letters in common use. The translation was made
by my friend Mr. Henry Miller, a Hebrew by birth,
thoroughly versed in the Hebrew language, and a
member of the Church. It is demonstrated on this
sheet that the entire text of the Book of Mormon, as
the American readers have it, could have been writ-
ten in Hebrew on 40 3/7 pages—21 plates in all.

If it is thought that these characters are too small
to be read, 1t should be remembered that, in the il-
lustration, they are reduced to one-fourth of the size in
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which Mi Miller wrote them, and that as they were
written they were quite legible But turn to the sec-
ond illustration, That is a reproduction of a transla-
tion into Hebrew, also by Mi Miller, and written in
the old Phonician or Israelitic characters which were
known to Lehi and his contemporaries. It contains
seven pages of the American text of the Book of Mor-
mon It proves that even if these largei characters

n’c>p=>'nv invv":\=> 'O X0 "a OHARGISIWVNHD'>A VX <ty * rSS7r = v\"= aiwox S* XAs? OX'SV "0 tO?r xex
VVKZA> ty WAV, "pI=ASXYIX " vyve 2 vgaP AAMNKKU TVXI" VM NV 0KV S0 v X 0oXAXS! 20VsV WV Y o ix o Nocxvy-h ke >‘><>< X e
CUSUXKAT™ 170 S 8 SRR A t " C X5 S x X xsd oXe  7sxE

A UVHTARPE3IA ARKWIENYS IV A\ \\1))(' XV0xv PASVW jvm XM - \ or)K' NXV>"2"XNX- Moxae ©oi VXV Lt n FANY X M

U xX8XXN'Y WM’y Saac \M-v Al XX "N'X" aK"- ' v> ¢S HUXVATRY X000 XAYxXAMAX Ny V* e NXX T x e v mlEF>e VN xx™s n*Yyov* dtxxt
WAV 'V\'4VS Mi >CXVWVX hH " 1'Vi Wniss AV 4" ¥'mor's ~ 117 vty xysy e TPW 0\h 490K M) JVEWO™A 0" My W TWIAVAV'? XYXIMNVXV2YO AYAn

VO'-hSQ="*v?\W#al' "@RNIRSNDAAXOAR RS SN IR I X jyx €= AV VWM YN "RA>DASA>AV ov *as +<a'x-\= v* » ro-'i ax jx xhxx ~xd AS'VrbH>>r xn"ivxa,n*
VNI DSV PV XY tEAKYVAIN BISNRY 7SIV ANSWST™> - 2-7v<N XYX 2"\X" 2XXIXS k- AXXX kM Apt " ='=J"XX >7"2SKVAMLX " N" AXI" Y
> A>'SVM*Y\XS|nat TS X KA XX S A% )RV)\( 22X o'mv S7"2'YOX'A  b"X'O?NX" YO"X OONXAS vS"sxk > v'>V t xM*;

2 >
):ﬁr‘rxx B, M\ T y\NSXHVSoxo A\ +>">xx > O'X*hk2x.XNx' 3Mxs"V > 2?N*VY X 'xMy >X m#ao CV* 's>
00 D) QENV RGP JV'>A ¢"|S<RAX VX VIRKY ARY AS W'W# cswmrme"v VU EE VTV xS XOXXT yAxx SV XV AX A
AXTOP>V ASNAMKS VAZ'VAEE SSX/ © 1 >SSVASDUY AWK DEAWES REEALY 2X08 T " PAXSASTSI VAVERHRA MRS 3V7?
TVer@‘MW»% DWXER 1 A7 A'-jy A BASKV* X3 N83 1" SysAn MVMW’A%VQMNW)@'WMVM W p*xyv A7\ X 2 R T B EXRety §>T' VIXAMASAXr v vV
P ATRUNS YA VI LIS XK AV YCRIRASDG MV URM — »jxxx> FOXKUPR ARG ZXAY SEPKI TS0 / EDISHA Yokdos XY " Icil AW RVIEKY 2 Ax'Sw'Coax V< S>AT"AD"AK’y
FRAZMNS romvsiin® eyvisk h'ide QA v&é"\mKQ§§ M\WZKA&DOK’&SM S5*AV WS W\g e GASTTA 7R WYXINI' D C ™ A’ SEMAATROA VVion
v A ’thu‘ v aduas v Wy eV IIVRK?

Y

AN O RIS 2K PATY Hea = yombkKamytj viBx  vms
\)yvv;yx/WANWpyimww TRVIE NS ¥ ATAC O Yors, R ME / i SRATT o GS X " wavlyxxy‘x>ie'w MRS X VY Sxsryy 07 Xe>
'|\/A'°r>»(yw«wmymwa SNEPrixh TIYRRE Qo' \Rxa A WAIVAIE) X8 T0LS OXX AVAFY 0TS AXR DRI VAR #hES' > RX *>xx 0 PYVVIVE KA/ " s<\
iy A XK NI AR, MXIVVVY 451 T MVMKM D'y kP AXD\XS ASSAIK ACENAYPRIR VB Wosex vy AL AT MFTRRPBAS AXSXS'S VBN
XX PAMYA AsyiiXh& WiArdy XU IRKT S MXpfAMAK (XHXXS"  BUKAN VIRKAIKM' ARy XRFA™. NOVY X\ I<ms T wAXe LVSANMLEXS - XOIXCP-EVVAY'
HES'OV'V QIREHA "0 VX XHKISTSVA/NBEAOK I8 XX TTA V=" THIE Wiy\nx"A>>" SYIKI0A VBV A A=K - foXS X > XSy 2 CATXAX MK

w:m XOIVA) WHIMOASUNGK XA imiNANS *'> KV AMXEXNIA 3¢, D'AKS"WIS 77" ¢+ >IVX 'S 1 7 A% O 7diZS-XT"C-—ICSUKACVAN '+ xSt Am=XO0SH oy Ay WV XA
X N0V pHHX 4 A IXRIAY" “VAARAY ot )AMWVSWIHIK ' INNHIOATAAGBARES' - HSKIuy AXPXO AP WEN | " T NUS>IIADINXS | =Nl DL DA TS N Ay
NW§QMVMKFN MSX‘PAWNNV“A"V%X‘ Sl h\"wx VIXNARY S 2§ FRANX\ a VT XWBNTIOUSY PRE RxtmRX: vi="a'mx\ 1N I Py SS‘V"X A> S‘xz V= AlH' "X'V'V' Wk
OKMA) MOViNX AX VX" 0ixs 1% "Ht'je NRPRANS 8% BV'V 'Vx amg ! U'IMTX'> AW? yxKAXA®
ANBHARSKS YU' s ARy mixnar RIRG BUXXB A YAIAUA/ " TN I RE N\, XV VIV Vi y'\wog'V%'MB@"lx ks x XN vaav n/ \u='hS«'V*>'aS 'SmahAk
Y'MSyyxvyituxnN*w v%s'yv'Aravm av 'J'vv 'ro>vis'hx\s'xrA"3sMrrsy "S">XVItKIin'c - "VMApM 3" KLXAKXnMyp4b> 7 - o-h >VSSWbX kn rovt
ATARI, T AR INDNSTY =" AR A VIV 7 VT ATXE N, K QUSXA XAXA nVAKK VXS K| btf rePOA AT (TAAV TVHA KMy Vxx
\>v IAANYMAAY TV KOV K VIVA 1AXTY VVIXS > >t 0N »r>TAS SMAVA "5V AXIXT Y = ASNVAS MO "X\>m® (6
>>V«Vn D"VDXhxSxxXHV nS A'H" Os\/ "> -><s’ \xn VXBMVSE VUGB §s tin'ynoyw’ P\ ivy s Axsa 2~ Svif rrm Ty W vS'VOA?
va \"tf" X‘VtAr\n\\/;\;v "PKX\V\np\ft p \>VxKxt'n “Naxm Nx “xa mARYEY nxx PV " -yxvix ws A? ks ON=V v VNV M y>\ ’\>v\" 7W3 tS? VAvxN'm yxpy
vV xev'xnvtm

VS, "VXW\S>'VYATAY > Tpixy PXC S VVVIShUAV, MV VXV-ftiyXy>rv' \KK? I\
"PV AMx AVaKV'AAXA'XIV S AWX”Y-ftyx TSPXXXVS'SA'V"} XAFA'ypldnx> >Vt

Vs UV WV h 0'>T\AS TOMK n*1
2 BAXKPP YA\ W-APTSY\A > < WiyIW T HE X
Q)>VX A'»2XXX>V VVAY NW.) XXA' 'S'V*V"X NKUAR} -vs

e P }r(:A"\v’\p\/v crVirviirs
Pr=AX-AIXCA [XVOHATNDX "ymeVN<Y~'=>X'S: K5>rNMnyA<Kb ASVAKCXICPXH
TBALPIAN S S2vy v v vy SW>

e
LR eV A N2 SVkEs YRY 1SR nvwwcquw@w e B
NyAnNMjSv ivb ru\v"b"oV PXK"Abvy avn> 'S™ ipAj'ynSvxx NR/\;(\X\A;,

.
[ 15
>lx kNVa, EW\&VMWVABW%" s

P
in o y\vM>s' |Xk>’\yx ’\K\K >>>A"S|p

At ] g .'VMKG"G'ST" e
YWAvn v 'Tw va a\z g UKy \x Ivwss RSy K VAR B, xKSKN SWFACBK Lo%d)” 48 RN ARY RS UE>=
O'vgjy =2 Vo NRRVVVITTINYS n>s v an>S AJ'«V N MVAJVVWMXHIXS xxkX VX VISOD'MInA>X'X TWXVKx ”'»v X'W XX'ATV“ ~

<ay.

VAXIN WAK o5 8GR M AT AT . ST 20 INBGAAer VSO A VSxKy e 5 0 RIGEI o s st o o A XixAx >*A 2+ 2VyNXN'px 5 \

N1V FiX 2™ vXVUTVN X vk "0 anx pt i VN'BGMAN > WXV fravesee IMnxfi xaoofe vk LXXAAT \yjxxv m nFOPN'PSY > kx 'yWAX § aw tva vx “Njva vvAVX nixx TV
USTXXX N vg Y MAMG/TVMAK 'MYAVAIR YOO 5 XRTADANX UYL BT AR "W X' ' A™X VXV xx\X" yx'XSX mXx XN X'X"X\a o "MXX'x >ax yX'X* *'V X'AMV>'sXA An

<GVIKO XV A g <A ATV aVAY AT A WdAcomS T "AKKE' s\ n'V/i 2 AOSOATE | b TS X0 v al Y] xk A vo xx xw' xvx 1y &> yAJS KX yxAni'T \1
UL A RVRCX WPDRX® PXKA TXVAX KT 0GIK KXY KoM BESYATSIV XU ¥IX BTAS - ** "N >V § * vTXS' O'XK X'V XVXX'ox XUXXEXT PX " SXX X" VAVAXSY VASUIVX?<3W ty** O*~
y"em&m(yy; " AVS W\ NSO'an'S" yvor*" xp k&R x* \‘b Re ha'V IV fswsm W=CS Y">vv v\x OX*XA\ s> WxMXSY XTI WTW2X \T>W2VXK'xx XV ANU.X>x

YAV XESKAY VYOV BT SIS, ¢ s .
AM*"W SM} SR B, &%A L«ky;& b4 V\W V>N9¢ 2 R XA_x)(va‘ k. f
7R X QKX VAKXV Ry ‘lAwy P K M VRGN ESBRARAGKIK A V>p'btftw s u
si PLEKIZY VI ANVVVE 3 CTHYV XVWYNaN'IXVIVIMK Aoy © NRS'>xxvx St | #la- RO by VXY ay ? ViiB, V'SR AXVY v Xt
SO xmeel X o Y S AN TR ALK J? SR AN TBAI W R A RN A Bt v vogﬁfmkym%xéx’fu KHAe's
AV + AT by! "XV IA AVBkS "7 NyvSx Alt § )&S HNSPR AGRINE UGXX a > vmay A)Wi *® Alf»t* sz*r‘a*m s~y -x, P ZRUNY sV~ mmwse’&amsﬂmw “WRRAREX XS E xiiX S'V' yeRrA
S V'Dir'v'yTiama n-xVAV\XVXAPHbrrbo-zo N'nay»RsAd W R iva " TAA'D >V ' S" W'30fVRX  fveo >vA  "xAIMUTYX\"MJ S StF ‘A
A VAVXVOVA'>AVV'> '>X3K'S'S K> \K"  XVAVEIN'K PSINK A‘H"W‘YKX‘\?I\,A” XX s . Kr T X YV sWie VNN FSTAT XV \ ASItf &V S V'AVY AVixx
WSKABNX VU K- A‘ AR =2 O mandm =i XA ASX*2, \MMAX VNS VAL XX" Wy'> xs>X>>*> eVKXVXX  XX-OVA ? 5K\VA KXX->»N'\X
Xty STk > S ¢ uon (3> Sy VA BMIRGIS Fie p> WALRA vpx(f sas>Vi -yoyB> SUCAXASTVX W2 UX>XA BVA LXW VW?2" Kn»\vp 1"AX K'AS TCXS ptf "W'I'AS K\
'V MN XSMN N(wuwxw kﬂxwvAM' 2" Hio Sy XK A gy R AXSTHMK * MUK fO"Ks 0 AKAV.NT\  XTO xbfcT a-\> -TX *>'bVKM Yijxxy, T>{fAAVM> "VxSANS
ITOIRIARLIXYV 2A'A' 372N wo; PROVAVROARIDMA= A AT Pvdostide' "KV BANIX "' =""_2\"K "A'tfx =\"rp? Xx"1 k Vit ") sIVitf XSKEA
OV'FMAN 1AM ORAK 6 VA "\/ RSP MOACHYA XX A B HSIWADRSIOIBTOAIHINVA + 21y AXS AVK s 3 xyyy>'s a8 SxyxoxaaV12"AX X * AcA X' ax Sy« £6< "DV AxY; Kx OAMva "
we o kAX XAXV™'N *>' pA-pXXXV VS =; —>\x b\K W\ - XS 5>ﬁ3}/' AS AV ' 'S e w\>Nv O \'V X\ TR 0> V'V O™*xW >V 2 ‘H'UX A ¥ ssx TORRX Y ¢
VY2V V(YW vty PAXY'Ar 0’ABA>'Alx Alav <va >vn k A'a yN w»>"-bN> YIAV'V >S "S'K'I'L'2AKXVIf >\\S SN TWAPK ™ 7A yKKIIMACAAIV B'S'AK
K XAVA IV " XK\ A xe<N \)\x QN KR AH BIPKA AT NKI Ayl Vv KA X AW SN e 1y WkA\ > PYV AR 7' NV ROOVR YV K0S
H(’\ wmmbl( Qﬁkam(m)(ﬁ %(-\-%X mp AR @p&‘(M’A\/ N>Vt IV voa vl MBS xt AvIX> 2K *XT YT - KW?> K b SS"> ACOIT* ¢ TOWA NS
AN X AL nA

O- fIX. k> *>me=KUj
IRIDDADY W Lo PWANY 27/ Adfft2..
. " 18" 8 VN "0 —v V& k-3 S\

w5 gy 1 ‘"N&):WS Wit LIRSV x S<l®v wAﬁ\/XA‘ e T Y K U 3 o NS KMV AY,OAH X'sy + WAXA

w DOTUWAS W o ATX AYS A V. ) ’

KRI' 832y IKNZH V X0 SMATPIA THKYS) SISV -2 vy ex ualk x 4% Z{W!}gﬁv“a F-A‘WM?@WY%ND@P AR A AR S s Bigh1> iR A>a
A

- XN I'M "V 1A fA'y n\>1" ’7><"Ab ZWXS “WN='X s MK PO AKS Wn 'x fc'x 1)( XK»JXXl"vV"\Wp\/"W MW\ "'MA W btf OOV"'VkS) ovi
AKhb'MVNKVK N\KB‘\\' A‘"SSAInALXAAA XAk %

y VVIX XA X oxavk A JWARMSES W 02( > SRIXIANA-"xy AXANAA XS**:2 VXA W'V XA'XY xS>iSnvxi< KNxvs'Al
L SYASSAAARARY VAMRARS $ 32 ‘A'WAXWAMD%‘V/ SX\ AR Aé”)\‘fUA e AR S P RS ! S\V\Eﬁ’?s AXIK VA lyxic YONSAXXBE o'y Ky 2ax> 2 ?p>n>hn way
ISERMAA TR 5 *APSI MY XAAANS» NY-WVx AS VI XNXV AN Px> A X T AR TAK
K =Sv.v 2.vs 1 VIX'VA'SN' A" ~y." IX> X . FtyXSMS < N - SXABSVK
< nN'V=Vi v may \? V. KBHVBAPSES AN QRISREFBAY 1N xntf i 2 >x an* 5 AT IMS WV VU S OW'tfala
-’ SJ SastxA PM 'NbAXP * *ONOA'AS pxws>'tf: hxx-<X v an-apg s- ' ><X"Y'y ——— O'Y'AXXsa\: \NLAtxs rsVch AMVAT K\ =V
"> XK\)'KAVEXA 1\V>A]RE WRBIVFORA A2AA PXSAMADK ay v ly - "INV xa\al> m i) v il IV X>» AVV WV oitf
vaﬂ 6Gua XX ty'A i 3A 5 S TAAA") "Y VP HES \AV* Ay g X WAAI 2R S\A XV AN R T "XTW1AV' A NN ai ‘\/aK'XX\/ 28
3 TNV S26 AYAHREXSAS G DMK A WIVAY KKK S xy TR 2y A2 o MY AV yAKal WV XVA S WA 0"V> VW
BV WNOA>> F\WKAS AR pASvyxoi da VV 1S™yw )\x r;)\"VM—vv k\NH AY S\YV* SM> >SA >Xy >v> \\ " K\ AVA X IAYAWATAK 'AK WV * ™ OK' 'MAAVS
BISX'MXS" TMyVIiVXVAN><Q.,s*. M k> n'hK'b'Xyxnv'to™ >u ~ >—wva \\'a':v"vo'aSb'/A??2>.2"abN rx sNy bAXiv ayan
AYIVKAAX. A wv Aom ps CX XS VXX Vinyx Atk AXA 55 Xy '3A .7 Sy yxA A>2V>VAX A2V Al # "> >2
XN AXSaV AMAN A, >WAa*NPNav 'OUS Apx ,>TS * V\}r XIS EV?SXW&\A%NE "0t M VY DIAK'W 2 WV "> JC WA AVP n AsSlmy S
OTHATATKST N X --‘A ASA "V "AXaKav -K 'Y')X\VXVAW 'AAA WPAK ABK SVIAS VRO A& AUEXIA S AVXAYYR AR UAAL e 8 WASH
WA ATK X2 GyxntfVAY ot vs TUTVAPJAK XX AVXVSXXY VXy> x-XSit Ay iyp» vyitk Al 5XAM aSVIK, XX, ysAx  >VAXAXhN "THE RSV xS
J7?a% Y

*AN ir

Hebrew translation ol Il Nephi. Chapters 5:20 o 11:3 inclusive
(about 14 and :h pages of the English version.3
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are used, the entire book could be written or engraved
on 80 6/7 pages—4l plates in all.

Here it should be recalled, perhaps, that we are
not in possession of all that the prophet translated
from the record. Martin Harris lost, as 1s well

known, 116 written pages, which were not retrans-
lated. Just how much printed space they would have
occupied, I know not; but fifty pages [ consider a
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Hebrew translation II Nephi, Chapter 11:4 to 16:9 inclusive. (Phonician
or Old Israelite characters. Seven English pages).
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very generous allowance for that space. Fifty printed
pages would be equal to a little more than seven pages
—four plates—if the Phonician characters were used.
Four plates, then, should be added to the 41 already
mentioned, making the number of plates needed for
the entire book that was translated 45.

Hebrew Writing Requires Small Space. This
may sound incredible to some, but it is easily explain-
ed. The Hebrews of old did not write the vowels.
They wrote only the consonants, and they did not
leave much blank space between words and lines as
we do. Nor did they need so many small words, as
we do, to complete a sentence. Frequently their
auxiliary words consisted of a single letter attached
to the main word, either as a prefix or suffix. And,
finally, they used many abbreviations. All this meant
a great saving of space.'

We have noticed that the entire volume was four
inches thick (according to Martin Harris), or about
six inches (according to what Orson Pratt had heard).
Let us take the smaller number as the more probable.
Mr. Lamb has allowed 50 plates to an inch, or 200
plates to the four inches. One-third only was trans-
lated; that 1s, 66 plates, and a fraction. But we have
demonstrated that the entire book including the lost
pages, could have been written on 45 plates. If we

4It is well known that the subdivision of the Hebrew text of the
Bible was not begun before the 13th century of our era. The Masoretic
punctuation, including most of the vowels now in use to aid the student in
pronouncing the words, was not introduced till some time between the 6th
and 9th centuries. The separation of the text into words is not found
in the oldest manuscripts. The square letters of the consonants were not
employed before the 3rd century of our era.
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allow 66, or even 50, we have ample space for a text
engraved in large, legible characters.

Now, Regarding the Weight. Thirty-five twenty-
dollar gold pieces would about cover a surface § by
7 inches. To make a column four inches high, forty-
eight such pieces would be needed. Consequently,
thirty-five times forty-eight- twenty-dollar gold
pieces, or 1,680 in all, would make up the dimensions
of the plates, 8x7x4 inches. But a twenty-dollar
gold piece weighs, as I am informed, 21% penny-
weights. That would make a total, if my figures are
correct, of 123 pounds avoirdupois.

But from this estimate liberal deductions must be
made. The plates were not pure gold. The plates of
Nephi were made of "ore,” and Moroni also mentions
"ore” as the material of which his plates were made.
(I Ne. 19:1; Morm. 8:5.) The "ore”—possibly a
I lighter
in weight than the 23-karat gold of which a twenty-
dollar piece is made. We cannot suppose that the
plates fit as closely together as gold coins stacked up
in columns. There must have been some space be-
tween each pair, especially if, as is probable, they were
hammered' and not cast. Then again, allowance
must be made for the metal cut away by the engraver,
from each plate. Everything considered, the volume
must have weighed considerably less than a hundred

°The first edition of the Book of Mormon, printed in Nauvoo, 1830 has
590 pages, 12:mo. The first European edition, Liverpool, 1841, re-
printed from the second American edition, has 634 pages. The third

American edition, Nauvoo, 1840, has 571 pages. The second European
edition, Liverpool, 1849, has 563 pages. The American edition, 1922, has
522 pages.

6See Ex. 29:3: “And they did beat the gold into thin plates.”
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pounds, even on the supposition that the dimensions
given are strictly accurate and not mere approxima-
tions.

Another Calculation. The subject of weight
may also be approached from another angle. Let us
suppose that the entire text was engraved on 45 plates,
as I have shown to be possible. Forty-five would then
be the number of the unsealed one-third and
there would be 90 in the sealed two-thirds; that
is, a total of 135 plates. But if 200 plates weigh 123
pounds, 135 would weigh a small fraction over 8§83
pounds. When the necessary reductions, pointed out
in a previous paragraph, are made, the entire volume
could not have weighed fifty pounds.

Did the Prophet Have Custody of All the Plates?
Another question arises. Is it absolutely certain that
the Prophet Joseph had charge of the sealed part of
the volume, as well as of the part that was not sealed?
That may be the general impression, but is it correct?
Orson Pratt says:

"You recollect that when the Book of Mormon was trans-
lated from the plates, about two-thirds were sealed up, and

Joseph was commanded not to break the seal; that part of
the record was hid up.”]

The closing sentence of this paragraph, which |
have underlined, seems to indicate that, according to
the information Orson Pratt had, the sealed part was
hidden somewhere when the translation of the other

part was in progress. If so, who had charge of it?
Where was it hidden?

Jour. of Dis.. Vbl. 3, p. 347.
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If the Prophet Joseph had in his possession only
the unsealed, third part of the volume, the argument
against the credibility of the story, based on the sup-
posed enormous weight of two hundred gold plates,
rests on nothing more solid than an imaginary basis.

The plates that the prophet had in his possession
were not heavier than that he, who was an unusually
strong man, physically as well as mentally, could lift
them and handle them.f That is the testimony of eye
witnesses, and that testimony stands.

Similar Objections to Bible Statements. Curious-
ly enough, at one time certain critics of the Bible
used to raise objections to the Old Testament de-
scription of the Tabernacle furniture on the ground
that gold was too heavy to handle. We are told that
Bezaleel made an ark or box of wood, in which the
Law was deposited. It was overlaid with pure gold
"within and without.” The cover of this box was a
lid made of pure gold (Ex. 25:17; 37:6), 2% cubits
long and | % wide. That is, it was an immense gold
plate 4 feet 3 inches by 2 feet 7 inches, or about 11
square feet in size. On this lid two cherubs were
placed, one at each end. These figures were ham-
mered of pure gold. Their wings covered the lid,
and they must, therefore, have been of considerable
size. This box, we are told, was carried by the priests
before the camp of Israel during their wanderings,
but the critics referred to used to tell us that that was
impossible. The box with its solid gold lid and im-
mense solid gold statues, its stone tablets, its gold rings

“History of the Prophet Joseph by his mother, Lucy Smith, pp. 85 and
105. The incident told must have been related by the prophet himself.
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and staves was too heavy to handle, they said, except
by the aid of machinery. But that kind of "criti-
cism” is obsolete, whether applied to the Bible or Book
of Mormon.

Metal Plates not Unknown. We have also been
told that the ancient scribes never used metal plates
for their records, and that, therefore, Laban could
not have had any brass plates.

Ivory tablets were used by the ancient Greeks
and Romans. They also used wooden tablets, beech
or fir. Sometimes these were coated with wax, and
the record was made with ja "stylus.” Two or more
such tablets might be joined together by means of
wire rings, like the Book of Mormon plates. Parch-
ment made of skins of animals was a favorite ma-
terial for important records, and vellum, or calf skin,
was common in early days. But in Ex. 39:30 we read
that the high priest wore a gold plate on his crown,
on which certain words were engraved, and Jeremiah
(17:1) exclaims: "The sin of Judah is written with
a pen of iron, and with the point of a diamond: it
is graven upon the table of their heart.” That proves
beyond a question that the Israelites were familiar
with engraved tablets, for otherwise the words of
the prophet would have been unintelligible to them.





