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Abstract: The Book of Mormon states that “whatsoever nation shall possess [America]
shall serve God, or they shall be swept off.” This promise to America, the “promised
land,” was fulfilled in the days of the Jaredites who allowed secret combinations to
flourish. Those who remain faithful to Jesus Christ will enjoy the ministration of angels,
fellowship with prophets, communion with saints, the gift of the Holy Ghost, and
possession of the land of promise.
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FULFILMENT OF PROPHECIES, ETC

cendants of Jared, became corrupt and | of the last Prophet, Joseph Smi

murderous, proud and dishonest.
These people subsequently enijoyed
the personal administration of o
Savior. - He went to the land of pro-
mise in America, selected twelve
Apostles, and established the Gospel
among them, in a similar manner to
what he had done at Jerusalem ; but
the descendants of Lehi, like the
Christian churches on the European
continent, fell into apostacy, and so
bitter were their wars that all the
children of Nephi fell by the hands of
the Lamanites, their brethren, on the
field of battle. The survivors were
the children of Laman, whose des-
cendants had displeased the Lord and
their skins had beer. cursed with dark-
ness in consequence, and they are now
known as the red-skins of America.
Thus, the nations that were of the
families of Lehi, who came from Jeru-
salem, failed to be sufficiently righte-
ous for the Lord to permit them to
enjoy that land, which is said to be
choice above every other land,—viz
the continent of America—becauase
the Lord had passed the decree that
‘“ whatsoever nation should possess it
should serve God, or they should be
swept off when the fulness of his wrath
should come upon them.”

It would appear that after a few
centuries had passed away, the Lord,
still willing that this choice land should
be inhabited, inspired Christopher
Columbus, while living in Genoa in
Italy, with the idea tiat there must
be a hand beyond the Atlantic Ocean.
Columbus obtained a vessel and outfit
from Ferdinand and Isabella, the King
and Queen of Spain, and in the year
1492 discovered the continent of
America. On his return to his coun-
trymen he communicated the joyful
tidings of the new land to them; a
steady stream of emigration set in
from Europe to America, and again,
in time, a mighty nation, like the
Jaredites and like the Lamanites and
Nephites, covered the promised land
on the western continent. This peo-
‘ple, unfortunately, not believing in
the records of Ether, failed to be
sufficiently righteous for the Lord to
permit them to peaceably enjoy the
- promised land. They, like the other
nations that had preceded them, fell
into wickedness, rejected the counsel

ur | other nations who

whom the Lord had rai up, an
consequently they are falling, like the
preceded them
through their unbelief and wicked-
ness. The news of the present day
furnishes abundant evidence of the
truth of this statement.

The fulfilment of another of Ether’s
prophecies—namely, that ‘‘whatsoever
nation should ss it shall be free
from bondage,” has also been abun-
dantly exemplified. The history of
the struggle of the American people
with their nt country, theird
ration of independence in the year
1776, and their final success in esta-
blishing their nationality, is a stro:
argnment that the Lord remembe
his promise that the nation which
shoufd possess it should be free from
bondage, if they kept His command-
ments. The discovery of General
Arnold’s treachery to the American
cause, in his intrigne with General
Clinton and Major Andre, in the year
1780, which would, perhaps, if suc-
cessful, have overthrown the American
cause, is also another proof that the
prophecy of Ether was a true one, and
that the decree of the Lord that
‘ whatsoever nation shall possess it,
shall be free from bondage, and from
captivity, and from all other nations
under heaven, if they will but serve
the God of the land, who is Jesus
Christ.” The time is near when the
Latter-day Saints will dwell on all the
face of that choice land, and they
have only to continue the virtuous
and holy course they have observed
since the truth was revealed to them
by the administration of holy angels,
to secure to themselves the promise of
the Lord, made to the former inhabi-
tants of that land, that whatsoever
nation shall possess it in righteous-
ness shall be free from bondage and

tivity.

he administration of angels from
heaven, the fellowship of holy Pro-
phets, the communion of Saints, the
gift of the Holy Ghost, and the pos-
session of a choice land abounding in
the luxuries and elegancies of life, are
incentives for the Saints in these lands,
while dwelling with the wicked, to
maintain their integrity to the cause
of the Lord that these blessings may
be theirs to enjoy.





