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A SACRED HISTORY.

External Evidences of the Truth of the Book of
Mormon.

Y THOMAS A, SHREEVE.

Chapter XV.

HAPTER VIII of Third Nephi, in the Bovk of Mormon,

details the appalling manifestations immediately following

the time of the crneifision of Christ. In one brief chapter

there is detailed a history of physiea Idisaster unparalleled since

the flood. The deseription is sublime.  Noue but a profes-
sional seoffer can read it without being deeply imypiressed.

But this 1s an age of professional scoffers. It is a time
when men whoe have failed in every vther vocation seek to
make capital out of <kepticismi.  Some of such fellows out-
scoff every honest infilel—if any infidel can be honest—while
al] the time professing a complete belief in the Bible, in Christ,
and all the miracles recorded of the aneient prophets and of
our Savior. (lne of them, who makes his work an abject
appeal for charity, has vecently sought to deride the record
given in the Bouk of Mormon of the manifestations upon the
face uf the earth at the time of the erucifixion.  With neither
wit nor wisilom he zeeks to be funny and profound. He sue-
ceeds only in being absurd und false. A denial that any such
phenoiaena were manifested as recorded in the Book of Mor-
mon, at the time following the crucifixion, is against all the
facts of hiztory and tradition o this continent,  There is not
one atom of direet evidence against the statement of the Book
of Mourmon, while [ have been able, even with an examination
necessarily briet and cursory. to secnre several references in
direct support of the sacred history. 1 guote from Foster’s
prehistoric races of the United States, giving his exact words,
without any attempt to wrest them in support of wy theory,
and leaving every eavdid mivd to judge whether or nut such a
tradition could exist without the previous tuct having existed:

These passages [rom the ancient clissics as to the existenee
of a western continent, coupled with vertain traditions tw be
found in the ancient Mexicin records of’ a great catastrophe,
the combined result of curthguakes and inundatious, by which
a Jarge area in Central Ameriea became snbmerged and
sreater portion of the population destroyed, have reopened
the diseussion whether Pluto’s “"Story of Atlantis' dves not
helong to the subricties of truth.  Among the wost zealous of
these advoeates is the Abbe Brassenr De Bourbourg, who las
brought out these traditions in his translation of the *Teo
Amoxtli,”” whiclh i3 the Tultecan mythological history of the
catactasm of the Antilles; and the late George Catlin publishil
a hittle work “The Lifted and Subsided Rocks of Ameries,”
in which this theory is vigovously maintained.  Among the
Indian tribes of North Awmeriea, Catlin fonnd the tradition of
snch a cataelusm.  The tvibes further sonth relate that the
waters were seen coming in waves like mountains from the
eust, and ol the tens of thousands who rap fir the high
grounds to the west, aecording to some traditions one man
only. and according to others, two. und still according to others,
seven, sueceeded o reaching pluces of safety, aml fromn these
have descended thie present races of Indians,

The teibes in Coptral Mmerica and Mexieo, in Venezucha,
and in British and Duteli G, distinetly  deseribe these
catarlasms, —one hy water, one by fire, and tfle thirl by the
winds,  The tribes nearer the viciity ol the terrible eonvul-
sions were cosnizint of the whole effects of fire and whds,
when the remote tribes were sensible only of the flood of
waters which wenr to the base of the mountuins,

Frow amidst “the thunder ol Hames that came out of the
sea,”” whilst “mountaing were sinking awl vising,'’ the terror-
stricken inhabitants songht cvery expedient of safety.  Some
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fled to the mopuntains, aml some kwnched their vafts and
eanves upon the turbulent waters. trusting that o favorable
current would land themn upon a hospitahle shore, and thus in
this clemental strife this ancient eivilized people hecame widely
dispersed,

The festival of ““lzealll’’ was instituted to comwemorate
this tervilile enlamity, in which “princes and people hnmbled
themselves befire the Divinity and besought him not to renew
the frightful eonvulsioms. "’

[t is claimed that by this eatastrophe. an avea larger than
that of the kingdom of Irance hecaume engulfed, inelading
the lesser Antilles, the extensive hanks at their eastern base,
which at that date were vast and fertile plains. the peninsulas
ol Yueatan, Homluras, and Guatemala, aml the great estna-
riex of the Caribbean sen aud the Gult of Mexico.  With the
peuinsulas of Yuentan avd Cruatemala, went down the splen-
did eities of Palengue amd F'xmal. and others whose sitex are
now in the ocean bed, with mast of their living inhabitants:
and the continent has since risen sufficiently to restore many of
these ancient sites.

Donnelly says:

The fact that this tradition existed among the inhabitants of
Amerien iz proven by the existence ol festivals, “‘especially
one in the mouth of ‘Izealll which were instituted to commem-
arate thix frightful destruction of land and people, and in
which, say the saered books, ‘privces and people humbled
themselves before the Divinity, and besought him o withhold
a return of such terrible calamities,”

The Central Anieriein books, transkited by De Bonrbonre,
gtate that originally a part of the American eontinent extended
fur into the Adantic vcean.  This tradition is strikingly con-
firmed Ly the explovations of the ship hallenger, wlneh show
that the *‘Dolphin’s Ridge" was ennneeted witle the shore of
South Ameries north of the mouth of the \mazon, The Con-
tral American buoks tell us that this region of the eontinent
was destroyed by a succession of frightiul convalsions, proba-
bly at long tervals apart: three of these catastrophes are
constuntly mentioned, and sometimes there is reference to one
oy tWo wore.

Balidwin in his ancient \merica, says:

The Yind was shaken by frightful earthquakes, and the
waves of the sea combined with volenie fires to uverwhelm
and engulfie. . . . Boch convulsdon swept away portions
of the land uwntil the whole dis-;i;;]m-.n'vfl‘ leavig the line of
const as it now is.  Most of the whabitants, overtaken amid
their rezular employments, were destroyed: but sume eseapel
in ships, and sone tled for safety to the smmmits of lngh
mountaing, or to portions of’ the lind which fin a time escaped
immediate destruction

Io the Nedeatific dmerienn of February 20, 1831, on page
103, is o veprinted article. entitled, ““Ancient Works in the
New Mesico;" from which T quote the fullowine sentences:

New Mexico is perhaps the most noted conntry in the world
for research. The historian, the wealth secker aml the euri-
ons enn here fnd a rich Beld and reward for their lalor,  The
Aboand Gran (qvira mountains arve perhaps the most
renowned in the tervitory for reseneh. o the former there
are evidences of wreat voleanic eruptions, which overwlhelm
cities ad buried the inhabitants in ashes amd lava, long awes
ago. 1t is evident that these people, who ave perhaps older
than the Aztees, were a prosperous mee, with not a little
advance in civilization, as the Xbo ruins, in the Manzana
moantains indieate: alse some indieations of tine are: rude
ficures, awd the noages of animals, heing found on the interior
of the walls i the stiuetare beneath the debris,

At is evident that this ancient historie race were seekers alter
wineral, aml evidenees also exist that wineral was obtained by
them in paying quantities, there being the ruins of many old
smelters and acres of slag found near Abo. ;

x % * * * *

Surely our bright sunny laad has been cnjoved g Letore
the Auglo-Saxon made his appesrance upon the scene.
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JITTVHIITI, B INSTRUCTOR.

In Voluwe V. of Baneroft's “*Native Races,’” we find:

At the end of the first age of the world or the “"Sun of
Waters, “as we are told hy Ixtlitxochirl, the garth was visited by
a flood which eovered even the most lofty mountains.  After
the repeophing of the earth by the descendants of a few famnlies
who eseaped destruction, the building ot a towesr usa protection
against a possible future catastrophe of similay nature, and the
confusion of tongues and conserquent seattering of the populi-
tion—for all these things were found in the pative traditions, as
we are informell—seven families speaking the same langnage
kept together in their wanderings for many years; and after
crossing broad lands and seas, ewluring great hardships, they
reached the country of Haehie Thipallin, vr okl Thapallan
which they found to be fertile and desirable to dwell in,  The
secontd age, the “Sun of Air, "terminated with a great hurricane
which swept away trees, rocks, liouses and people, althongh
many wen and wowen eseaped. ehiefly such as took refuge in
caves which the hinrricane could not reach.  Afterseveral days
the survivors came out to find a wultitude of apeslivingin the
tand; and all chis time they were in darkuess, sceing veither
the sun nor moon.  The next event recorded, although Veytia
makes it precede the hurricane, is the stopping of' the son for
a whole day in his course, as at the command of Joshua as
vecorded in the old Testament.  *  *  * % *

(e hundred and sixteen yeavs «fier this regulation or inven-
tion of the Toltee ealendar, *‘the sun aml moon were eclipsed,
the carth shook, and the rocks were rent asunder, and many
other things and siens happened, though there was no loss of
lite. This was in the year Ce Calli, which, the chronology
being reduced to our systems, proves tu be the same date when
Christ our Lord suffered. [25 a. 1] "'

With this last gquotation T will close this chapter, merely
referving my readers to the Book of Mormon, eighth chapter
of Third Nephi, ffth verse; and ask them to compare the
date given by Bunecroft with that given in the sacred history.
Baucroft says thut ‘‘the sun and moon werc eclipsed, the
earth shook,” ete., the same date when Christ our Lord suf-
fered—33 A, D,

The Dook of Mormon says:

The thirty and third year had passed away. * % * And
it came to pass in the thirty and fourth year, in the first month,
in the fourth day of the month, ete.

No event in the Bible is more closely proven, chronologic-
ally, from external evidences than is this.

A HAPPY COUPLE.

MAN :hould always be a little olider, a little braver and a
lirtle stronger. a little wiser, and a little more in fove with
ber than she is with him.

A woman should always be a little younger, and a little pret-
tier, and a little wore considerate than her hushand. lle
shoult Lestow upon her his worldly goods. and she should
take good care of them. He may owe her every care and
tenderness that affeetion can prompt; but pecuniary indebted-
ness to her will hecome a burden.  Detter live un a crust that
he earns than on o fortune that she liag brought him.

Neither must be jealous, nor give the other cause for jeal-
onsy. Neither must encourage sentimental friendship with
the opposite sex. DPerfect confidence in each other, and reti-
cence conrerning their mutual affuirs, even to mewbers of their
own fawilies, 1s a first necessity.

Vault-tinding, lvng argumenis, or scolllings, ends the happi-
ness that begins in kisses and lovemaking,  Sisters and broth-
ers may «narrel and “make up.”" Tovers are lovers no longer
after such disturbanees oeenr, amd married people who are not
Tovers are bound by red-hot chaius, a2 man adwires his
wife most in striped cahico, she is silly not to wear it.

TO-MORROW.

Y P

\ GOLDEN prize lies just within my grasp:
A little Tnbor and a Little care,
And it is wine for aye to keep and clasp.—
I'he garnered fruit of years, perfected, rave.
But ah, the sun les level on the hills,
1 m weary; just a few hours let me borrow
From restful Ease; what need of thankful thrills?
The treasure's surely wine upon the morrow.

The day-god smiled bis flask of rare red wine
Atween the drowsy morning’s pallid lips;

“Alas! the glowing treasure that was mine
With the uplifting of wmy finger tips

Has taken wings. Ah me, why i T pause
Until T beld 1t safe.  Iool! that I was,

And ceaselessly she mouned, but all her sorrow
Brought never back the glory of that morrow.

I hurt wy friend to-day with careless words,
I suw the tvolish arrow raukle sore;
I did not heed to soothe the pain away.
But langhed, and sang, and jested yet the more.
To morrow I will sue with humble mien
Her pardon. I will bring, at early dawning,
Pale, dew-drenched roses from the hedges green,
And she will smile upon nie in the morning,

The morning cawme in robes of shivering grey;
Fell from her heavy eyelids teardrops euld
Upon the dead, white roses as they lay
Upon a dead, white faee and hair of gold.
A sound of bitter anguish filled the air;
An anguish hopeless in its great despair;
“Too late! Too late! All life I'd eive to borrow
The hours from Then until this fatal morrow."'

“Why stand you idle in this shaded way?
Wide is the_field and many they that sow,
Oh, haste to scatter seed while yet 'tis day,
That white and heavy shall your harvest erow’’
Hot lies the barren carth on every side,
Why diw my happy hours with toil and sorrow?
To-day's the realm where love and joy abide,
Seed-time and harvest wait within the morrow.

To-morrow and a prison-door ajar,
To-worrow and an empty, gilded cage,
To-morrow and a broken bolt and bar,
Ta-morrow and a blank on life's great page.
Poor, fulded useless hands! poor, wasted years!
Nou tune for right or wrong, for toil or tears;
No time for love or strife, for joy or sorrow;
Nu time for seed or harvest on the morrow.

Curmivate a goud wemory, if you do not possess one.
Train it to habits of methud it it does not tuen to them mitar-
ally, but be careful not to overload it.  Charge 1 with nt-
ters of importanse and wtility, and try to retain all that it
absorbs.  Your mewory may be made as valuable @ capital for
you as money would be if you only use it with intellizenee wl
Jjustice.
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	(Concluded.)

	misery and sorrow which they inflicted upon two nations! We  do not know where a more vivid picture can be found of the  horrid effects which follow apostasy than is depicted in the  Book of Mormon in connection with the apostasy of Amaliekiah.
	They, however, turned round and accompanied President  Young and his brethren to the house of father Timothj' B.  Clark, near Far Y’cst. Early on the morning of the 26th of  April—the day mentioned in the revelation—a conference was  held, thirty-one persons were cut off from the Church, and the  Apostles and Saitos proceeded to the building spot of the  Lord s House, where Elder Cntler, the master workman of the  house, then re-commenced luyin» the foiindation, agreeably to  revelation, by rolling up a large stone near the sontli-east corner.  The following of the Twelve were present:—Brigham Young,  Heber C. Kimball, Orson Pratt, John E. Page and Joliu Tay­ lor, who proceeded to ordain Wilford PVoodruff and George A.  Smith to the office of the Twelve, to fill the places of those who  had fallen. Darwin Chase and Norman Shearer, (who had just  been liberated from Biehmond prison, and arrived the evening  previons,) were then ordained to the office of the Seventies,  The Twelve then offered np a vocal prayer in the following  order;—Brigdiam W>img, Ifeljer C. Kimball, Orsni l’ratt, John  I'o l’agc, John Taylor, Y'illord Y'oodrnfi', and George A, 





