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JUVENILE INSTRUCTOR.

A SACRED HISTORY.

External Bvidences of the Truth of the Book of
Mormon.

BY THOMAS A. SHREEVE.

Chapter XIV.

LROM the “Mediation and MXtonewent of our Lord and
Savior Jesns Cheist,” Ly President John Taylor, 1 quote
as fotlows:

The story of the life of the Mexicau Divinity, Quetzaleoatl,
clusely resembles that of the Sasior: so closely, mdeed, that
we cun come to no otherconelusion than thut Quetzaleoat] and
Uhrist are the =awe being,  But tle history of the former s
been hawded down to us throngh an impure Lamanitish souree,
which has sadly disigured and perverted the original ineidents
and teachings of the Savior's lite and wministry.

Regarding this God FHumbaoldt writes:

How truly surprixing is it to find that the Mexieans, who
seews to have been unueinted with the doctrine of the wmigra-
tion of the xoul and the metewmpsyehosis shoulil hurve belivced
in the fuenruation of the uuly Sou of the Supreme God, Toin-
acutenctli,  For Mexican mythology, speaking of' no other son
of Gud, except Uuetz deoat], wha was boro of Chimelman,
the virgin of Tulk (withont man) by his breath alone, by
which way be significd his word of will. when it was announced
to ('hanelwan, by the celestial messenrer, whom he des-
patehed to intorm her that she shoald couceive a gon, it must
he yresnmed thiz was Quetzaleoat], who was the only son.
Otlier anthors mieht e adidueed o show that the Mexieans
helieve that thiz Qunetzaleoat] was hoth God and mang that he
had previously to his nearnation existed trom oternity, amd
that lhc had been the ereator both of the world and wan; wml
that he had descended to veform the world by endaranee, amld
being Wing ol Tula, was crneified for the sing of mankind., vte.,
ax iz plainly declared in the teadition of Yueatan, and vivster-
tonsly represented in che Mexican paintings.

The following brief extracts relating to Quetzaleoatl ave frow
Lovd Wingsboroush’s * Autiquitios ot Mexico,””  Speaking of
a certain plate he obzerves:

Quetzaleotl ix theve painted in the attitule of 4 person
eracified, with the impression of nails in his hands and feet,
hat not actually upen the cross,

Aesaing

The zeventy thind plate of the Borgian M= ix the monat
remarkable of all; lor Quetzaleoat] is not only represented there
as vrocified upon a eross of Chreek finwn, Tt his Dorvial and
descent into hell are also depieted in a very ¢ivions manner.

[n another place he olserves:

The Mexie ns believe Quetzadenat] took human nature upon
him. partaking of all the wfirmities of wan, und was oot
exempt lrom sorvow, patn or death, swhich he saffered rolun-
tearily to atone for the sins of man,

Rusiles, in his history, when speaking of the peupl: of the
extreuie southern portion of Xumeriea, states:

They had heavd thebr lathers say, a wonderful man had
cote to that country who performed many wiracles. eared the
sick with water, caused it (o vuin that their evops ol crain
mieht erow, kindled Hre at o hrewh, healine the siek aml wiv-
ine sight to the blind: and that e spoke with as mueh pro-
miety and elesanee in the houage of their conntey as if” he
had always vesided 1o it adidres<ine them in words very sweet
atd new to them, telling them that the Croator of the ani-
verse reshiled in the hivhest place of heaven, and that many
wen and women. vesplendent as the san, dwelt with him,

Phus we see that jo the caditions with regard to this expecial
trod, we have an almost complete Tife ol the Savior, from the
anaouncement of His bivth o his virgin mother by an angd,

to 1lis resurrection from the grave. Had we space, other
extracts could he given, showing that there were many details,
not above mentioved, aseribed to ()uetzaleoat], that rvelate to
incidents in the life of Christ. The Bouk of Muormon alone
explains the mystery. The account there given of Christ's
ministrations among the forefathers of these peoples makes the
whole thing plain.  We understand throungh that record, how
and by what weans they obtained this great knowledge, and
can also readily perceive lhow the unworthy descendants of
those whow the Savior visited, gradually added ueh childish
rubbish to the original facts, waking their story, like almost
all other mythology, an unseemly eompound of heaveuly tinth
and puerile fable.  But, in view of these facts, when all things
arve vonsidered, it is almast a wonder that so wueh of the truth
was retained to the days when Aweriea became known by
Kuoropeans.

Baneroft sives a very extended account of Quetzaleoatl, and
the traditions relating to that God. In Vol IIL of '‘Native
Ruces” he says:

According to the account of Mendieta, tradition varied much
as to the facts s to the life of Quetzaleoatl.  Some zaid he
was the son of Camaxtli, god of hunting and fishing, and ot
Camaxtli’s wife, Chimalma, Others make meuntiou only of
Chimalma, saying that as she was sweeping one day she found
o small green stone éalled (halehinite, that she picked it up,
became miraculonsly pregnant, and gave bivth to the sand
Quetzaleoat),  This god was worshiped as a principal deity
n Cholula, where, as well as in Tlaxeala and uejotzingo,
woere many of his tewples.  We have already had vne legend
from Mendicta, giving aun account of the expulsion fiom Talla
and death of (Juetzaleoatl; thie tollowing trow the =ame souree
gives a different and more usnal version of the suid expul-
ESLTIT IS

Unetzaleont] came from the parts of Yueatan (although
gonte =aid firow Talla) to the ety of Cholula.  [le was a white
e, of portly person, broad brow, sreat eves, long black hair
amd laree round beuard: of exceedingly chaste and quiet life,
and of great wederation in all things.  The people had at
least (hree reasons for the great love, reverence and devotion
with which they vegarded Lim: frst, he taught the silver-
smith’s art, a eraft the Cholulans greatly prided thew-
selves on; second, he desived no sacrifice of' the hlom] of men
ur animals, bat delighted only iu offerings of’ bread, roses and
otlier flowers, of perfumes and sweet adors; thind, he prohih-
ited and forbade all war and vinlence.  Nur were these (nali-
ties esteemed vnly in the city of Lis chiefest lalors and teach-
ings; from all the land eame pilgrims and devotees to the
shrine of the gentle god,  Fven the enemies ol Choluly came
aud went secure, in fulfilling their vows, and the lords of dis-
tunt lands had in Cholula their chapels and idals o the com-
mon object of devotion wnd esteens.  \ud ouly Quetzaleoat!
among all the gods was preewinently called Loyd; o such sot
thiat when anvone swore, saying, by our Lord, he meant (net-
zalenat] and no other; though there weve muny other highly
estecmed guds.  For indeed the service of this goil was gentle,
neither did lie dewand haxd things, bue light, and he tanghe
only virtue, abhorring all evil and hure.  Twenty years this
good deity vemained in Cholula, then he passed away by the
road he had come, earrying with him four of the principaland
most virtwous youths of that city. e jonrmeyed for a hun-
dred and fitty leagnes, till he cuwe to the sea, in aistant pro-
vinee called Gooutzacoaleo.  Tlere he took leave of his com-
punions and sent them buck to their eity, instructing them to
tell their fellow eitizens that a day should eowe in which white
men woull kund upon their cousts, by way of the sea in which
the sun rises; brethren of his and having beards like his; anl
that they should rule the lanll.  The Mexieuns always waited
for the accomplishment of this prophecy, and when the Span-
fanls came they tovk them for the descendants of their wmeek
anil gentle prophet, ulthougly, as Mewdieta remarks with soue
sareasm, when they cme to know them and to expericnee
their works, they thought otherwise. s i s 2

This Quetzaleoat] was god of the aiy, and as such lad bis
temple, of a ronml shape and very wagnificent.  [le was
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made god of the air for the mililness and gentleness of all his
ways, not liking the sharp and havsh measures to which the
other gods were so strongly inclined. Tt is to be said farther
that his life on earth was marked liy intensely religious charac-
teristics: not only was he devoted to the careful observance of
all the old customary forms of worship, but he himself ordained
and appointed wany new rites. ceremonies and festivals for
the adoration of the zods; and it s held for certain that he
made the calendar. He had priests who were called Queguet-
zaleohua that is to say, “priestsof the urder of Quetzaleoatl. ™
The wmewmory of hiw was engraved deeply upon the winds of
the people. and it is said that when barren women prayed and
wade sacrifices to him, children were given them. He was as
we have said, god of the winds, und the power of causing
them to blow was attributed to him as well as the power of
calming or causing their fury to vease. Tt was sabl further
that he swept the roud, so that the gods ealled Tlalogues could
rain; this the people imagined because ordivarily a month or
more betore the rains began there blew strong winds throngh-
out all New Npain.  (Quetzaleoat] is deseribed as haviug worn
durving lite, for the sake of modesty, garments that reached
down to the feet with a blanket over all, sown with red
erusses. The Cholulans preserved certain green stoues that
had belonged to him, rezarding them with sreat veueration,
and esteemning them az relies.  Upon one of these was carved
a monkey's head, very natwral.  In the city of Cholula there
was to be found deldicated to him a great and wagnificent
temple, with many steps. but each step so narrow that there
was not roow for a foot un it.  His image bad a very ngly face,
with a large and heavily-bearded bead, It was not set on its
feet but lying down, and covered with blankets. This it is
said, wag done as a meworial that e wonld one day return to
reign. Ior reverence of his great wajesty, his image was
kept covered, and tu signify his absence. it was kept lying
down, as one that sleeps, us one that lies down to sleep.  In
awaking from that sleep, he was to rise up and veign, The
people also of Yucatan reverenced this (ol Quetzaleoatl, call-
ing lhim Kukulean, and saying that he came to them from the
west, that is, from New Spain, for Yucatan is eastward there-
from. From him it is said the kings of Ynecatan are des
cended, who call themselves (‘ocomes, that is tosay, “judges’
or “‘hearers.”

(7o be Clontinned.)

o - —i—
OUR TERRITORY.

A Tecture delivered before the T0th Quorum of Neventies in
Ogden, lyy Movoni F. Brown.

(Moneluded from page 207.)

1115 game attraction of Utah affords rave sport for those
who are fond of testing the fleetness of the deer and
antelope, and many Nimrods have had oceasion to test their
own fleetness through gettinz 1 too close gquarters with the
grizzly and other species of bear which abonud in our wmonn-
tains. Dnock and chicken hunting, too, are amnsewents indulged
in by many in certain seasons of the year: indeed willions of
wild ducks fly ubout the shores of Great Salt Luke every Fall.
The patient ungler resurts to the cool mountain brook, where
the finny denizens of the Fmpid clement fall a prey to the
treachierous haok, and from far into the recesses of the mountains
the werry voiees of excursionists may e heard during the
Sunmnmer wonths,  There they quafl the sparkling water from
the brooklet amd for a fortmight subsist npon trout and herving,
cach retnrning with an inerease in avoirdupois that would indi-
cate an improvement in health,

The atteactions of eity lite in Utaly are nomerons when eon-
sidered tn conuection with the recent settlement of this region.
The symmetey with which onr cities are lidd ont s ndeed
commendatory ol thenr fonnders, The streets van at right
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angles and according to the four cardinal points of the com-
pass, and being of uniform width, present a most pleasing
appearance, hordered as they are with shade trees whose fol-
lage protects the pedestrians frotw the scorching rays of the sun.

To conclude withuout referring to the publie school systew of
Utah would be wanifesting too great a disregard fur education,
for indeed this is a matter to which the people of our territory
attach very great importance; und though ouar public schools
have received no snccor from Congress, the absence of illiter-
acy (so to speak) in TTtah, will compare favoralily with that of
most of the states in the univn, asattested by the statisties,

I'or many years the vesources of Utah. aided by her num-
erical qualification as to population, has entitled her toa sta-
tion awid the united and independent states of Ameriea; but
her people huve licen considered as aliens becanse of their
religious belief and practices. and therefore the strong hand
of the nation is, and has been against them. The Awmerican
Tagle fails to sercech o note in their favor while “Old Inde-
pendence Bell in a broken eondition would tain echu in sol-
crn tones the like condition of the constitution of the United
Statex.  But wethinks I can see inthe dim future a “'star of
promise  that shall eve long barst through the clond that has
ever hung over aml obscured this territony; and the fetters
with which her people are hound shall be breken. and they
shall be placed on a level with all law-abiding citizens. Then,
and not until then. will the rights bequeathed by the consti-
tution to peoples of all ereeds. culors and nationalities be maile
maunifest in Utali.  Then two will the resources and attractions
ot Utah rise toa heilliancy unsurpassed by those of any other
part of the Union :

May that God who controls the destinies of all nations, who
15 able to say, “Thus far and no farther.” to the head of this
uation: I say, may He overvule all things fur the welfave of His
people and the accomplishment of His glovions purpuses in
the peaceful vales of the mneh-fumed Utah, asalso throngh-
out the whole world,

— -

BE WS E UL,

L MAN that is too well horn fur a trade is very well born

SX for the gallows  There is a deal too much disrespect
for honest lubor for the healthful maintenance of either mor-
als or government. There exists a notion atuong a great class
of people that when a person is relieved by the possession of
property from ardnous toil, it becomes a degradation fur him
to labor at all,  1f the habit of work i% so fixed that the nion-
eved wun cannot vemain idle, he apologizes for it as a sort of
vice, and rvelers to “habit wueh as he wonld refer to wldic
tion to opium or 1w, assumething to be ashawed of, but
which, unfortunately had got the better of hiw, His children are
carefnlly educated to “~ink the shop,” and turn up thew noses
ab these who work for a living.  In secking mamimnonial
alliances fur them he looks for wealth rather than industry,
and ehivoses as a hinsband for his daughter the wan who has
his inhieritanee in hank, noomatter how unfit he may he to cope
with wistortnue, vather thao the man who has o fortune in
hreain il will wise his own way.

Ldleness and uxiravazance
are eurses worse than the plagnes of' Ievpt: they breed =or-
row, wreteheduess, erime and misery; sewd sons into deank-
ands’ praves and felons” cells; and put danchterson the steeets,
Every boy, rich op
Jrone, shonld DLe taneht that idleness is o erime—and g'll'l:-'
shoalil e tauglit it no less than hoys

into madhanses and gorrets of poverty.
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	misery and sorrow which they inflicted upon two nations! We  do not know where a more vivid picture can be found of the  horrid effects which follow apostasy than is depicted in the  Book of Mormon in connection with the apostasy of Amaliekiah.
	They, however, turned round and accompanied President  Young and his brethren to the house of father Timothj' B.  Clark, near Far Y’cst. Early on the morning of the 26th of  April—the day mentioned in the revelation—a conference was  held, thirty-one persons were cut off from the Church, and the  Apostles and Saitos proceeded to the building spot of the  Lord s House, where Elder Cntler, the master workman of the  house, then re-commenced luyin» the foiindation, agreeably to  revelation, by rolling up a large stone near the sontli-east corner.  The following of the Twelve were present:—Brigham Young,  Heber C. Kimball, Orson Pratt, John E. Page and Joliu Tay­ lor, who proceeded to ordain Wilford PVoodruff and George A.  Smith to the office of the Twelve, to fill the places of those who  had fallen. Darwin Chase and Norman Shearer, (who had just  been liberated from Biehmond prison, and arrived the evening  previons,) were then ordained to the office of the Seventies,  The Twelve then offered np a vocal prayer in the following  order;—Brigdiam W>img, Ifeljer C. Kimball, Orsni l’ratt, John  I'o l’agc, John Taylor, Y'illord Y'oodrnfi', and George A, 





