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U VEN ITELE INSEER LTGRO

A SACRED HISTORY.
External Evidences of the Truth of the Book of
Mormon.

BY THOMAS A, SIREEVE.

Chapter X1II.

IN the preceding chapters T have given a review, more or
less complete, of the religious and social customs of the
ancient peoples of the new world—with the exceptivn of
Christianity.  The importance of this braneh of the sub-
ject demands separate treatment.

The research and arguments of Christians, as well as their
opposers. in modern times, have shown that the cross, long
before the opening of the Christian era, was a sacred symbol,
I meet this now freely: but I contend that the veneration
shown w the eross previous to the hirth of our Savior was due
to prophetic knowledze. Indeed, this wust be the position
taken by the whole Christian world, in order to be consistent.
The coming of vur Lorl must have heen known outside of' His
ancestral line anid far distant from the scene of His birth
anid sufferings; because the wise men of the ecast even were
aware ul’ Tlis advent, and journeyed to greet Him,

In common with other parts of the earth. this lind was in
possession of prophetic knowledge concerning the birth, life,
and ermeifixion ol Jesus, the anointed. The Book of Mormon
details distinetly, the predictions made with regard to Christ
and His atoning work. The people in this land, like the
people in other lands, knew of Him centuries hefore He
came; and after ITis labor was ended in the old world, He visi-
ted and adwivistered here in this hemisphere. Tt shall be my
purpose now tu show not only this prophetic knowledge, but
the actual coming to thix continent of our Lord in person—
and all this from external evidence,

A scholwly exposition of the reverence shown to the cross
in all aces appeared in the Edinburgh Review in July, 1570,
I shall ynote from it in substantiation of two points.

1. AN Christians wust admit that the coming of Christ
wis extensively known in many lands long ages before His
advent,

2 Among the lands possessing this prophetic knowledge
wag the western bemisphere.

From the (dawn of organized Paganism in the eastern workl
to the final establishirent oF Clivistianity in the western, the

cross was nndoubtedly one of the commonest and most sacred
of symboliea] monwments; and, to o remarkable extent, it is
su still in alwost every laod where that of Calvary is unvecog-
nized or unknown.  Apart from any distinetions of social or
intellectunl superiovicy, of caste, color, natiomality or location
in cither hemisphiere, it appears to have heen the aboviginal
posses=iom of every peaple in antiquity—the elastic girdle. so
o say, which embraced the most widely separateil heathen
combinmtics—the most sienificant token of a nniversal broth-
crhoml, to whicl all the Banilies of mankind were severully
and irresistibly dewn, amd by which their common descent
wits emnpliatically expressod, or by weans of which each anid all
preserved, amid cvery vieissitnde of fortume o kuowledge of
the gll'ilm-\'ul h{lii!lil]l‘t‘-h el lﬁunii_‘.’ of thoir :ﬂ[;uil‘it‘s. Where
anthentie history i stlent on the subjeet, the material relics of
past and long forgotten wmecs are not, wanting to eonfirm and
strencthien this supposition.  Diversificd forns of the symbol
are delinentel] wore or less (lriirs!il':lny‘ according to the pro-
eress achieved o eivilization at the peviod, on the vuined walls
ol tempdes il palaees, on natoral pocks and sepulehral galler-
105, on e hoarest monoliths and the yadest statnary:; on enins,
medads and vases of every deseription; and, in not a few
itstanees, are preserved inthe arehitectural propoytions or sub-

terranean as well as superterranean structures, of Twanli ay
well as Fanes, The extraordinary sanctity attaching to the
symbol, in every age and under every variety of cirenmxtance,
justified any exprenditure incurred in its fabrication or embelish-
went; hence the most persistent labor, the most consnmmate
ingenuity, were lavished upon it. Topulations of essentially
ifferent culture, tastes and pursuits—the highly-civilized and
demi-civilized, the settled and nomadic—vied with each other in
their cfforts to extend the knowledge of its exceptional import
ani virtue among their latest posterities. The marvelous rock-
liewn caves of Elephanta and Ellora, and the stately temples
of Mathura ani Terputty. in the east, may be cited vs charac-
teristic examples ol one laborions method of eshibiting it:
and the megalithic structures of Callernish and Newgrange, in
the west, of another; while a thind may be instanced in the
great temple of Mitzla, the “City of the Moon'' in ()jaaca,
Yentral Awerica, also exeavated in the living rock, and mani-
festing the same stupendous labor and ingenuity as ave observ-
able in the cognate caverns of Nalsette—ol endeavors, we
repeat, made by people as intellectually. as geographically
distinet, and followers withal of independent and unassuciated
deities, to magnify and perpetuate sowe grand primeval sym-
[T Bt L

Of the several varities of the cross stillin vogne, as national
or ecelesiastical emblems, in this and other European states,
and distiuguished by the familiar appellations of Xt George,
St Andvew, the Maltese. the Greek. the Latin, ete., ete., there
iz not one among them the existence of which may not be
traced to the remotest antiguity. They were the common
property of the eastern nations.  No revolution or other cas-
nality has wronghit any perceptible difference in their several
forms or delineations; they have passed from one hemisphere
to the other intact; have survived dynasties, empiresand races;
have heen borne on the crest of each suecessive waveof Aryan
population in its course toward the west: and, having been
re-consecrated in luter times by tneir lineal descendant: are
still recognized as military and national badges of distinction.

Among the earliest known types is the (rux Ansata, vul-
garly called the “Key of the Nile'' beeause of its being found
sculptured or otherwise represented so frequently upon Egypt-
ian and Coptic monuwents, It has, however, a very much
older and more sacred signification than this. It was the syw=
bol of symbols, the mystical Tau, the " Hidden Wisdow,” not
only of the ancient Bevptians, but also of the Chaldeans,
Phieniciang, Mexicans, Peruvians and of every other ancient

weople comwemorated in history, in either hewisphere, and is

vrmed very similarly to owr letter T, with a ronndlet ov oval
placed imsediately above it. Thus it was fizured on the gig-
antie emerakl, or glass statue of Serapis, which was trans-
ported (293 B. €. ) by order of Ptolemy Scter from Sinope,
on the southern shores of the Blhick Sea, re-eveeted within
that famous labyriuth which encompassed the banks of Take
Meeris, and destroyed by the victorious army of Theodosins
(A, D. 384, despite the earnest entrveaties of the Fgyptian
priesthood to spare it, because it was the emblem of their god
and of’ the “lite tu vome.”" Sometimes, as way be seen on
the breast of an Egyptian mummy in the museum of the Lon-
don University, the simple T only is planted on the {rustrum
of a cone; and sometimes it is represented as springing trom
a heart; in the first instance <ignifying goodness; i the second,
hope or expectation of reward.  Asinthe oldest temples and
catavombx of Egypt, so this type likewise aliounds in the
ruined cities of Mexico and Uentral Ameriea, graven as well
upon the wost aneient cyclopean and polygonal walls as upon
the niore modern and perfect esamples of masonry; and is
displayed in an equally eonspicuvns manner upon the breasts of
innmmeralle bronze statuettes which have been reeently disin-
terred trom the cowetery ol JTnigalpa (of unknown antiyuity)
i Nicaragua,

Its undoubted autigunity, no less than its extraovdinary dif
tusion, cvidences that it mnst have been, as it may be said to
be still in unchristianized Linds, emblematical of some fouda-
wental doctrine of' mystery.  The veawder will not. have tailed
to observe that it is most usually associated with water; it was
the “Key of the Nile,” that mystical instrument by means of
which, in the popular judement of his Beyptian devotees,
Osivix prodneer]l the anvual revivifying imunlations of the
saered streams it s discernible in that wysterious piteher or vase
portiayed on the biazen table of Brembus. before-mentivued,
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with its four lips discharging as many streams of water in
opposite directions; it was the emblem of the water-deities of
the Balyloniuns in the east and of the Gothic nations ia the
west, as well as thut of the rain-deities rt-spet_:tive]i,' of the
mixed population in America. We have seen with what pecu-
liar rites Bme symbol was honorved by those widely separated
races it the western hemisphere: and the monumental slabs of
Nineveh, now in the muscwmns of London and Paris, show us
how it was similarly lionored by the successurs to the Chaldees
i the eastern * * * ] )

In Bgypt, Assyrin and Britain it was emhlewatie of ereative

ower and eternity; in India, China, and Scandinavia, of

eaven and immortality: in the two Awericas, of rejuvenes-
cence and freedom from physieal suffering: while in both hem
ispheres it was the common symbol of resurrection, or the
“sign of the life to come;”’ amf, finally in all heathen eoni-
munities, without exception, it was the emphatie type, the sole
enduring evidenee of the divine unity. This circumstance
alone determined its extreme antiquity—an antiquity. in all
likelilood, long antecedent to the foundation of either of the
three great systems of religion in the east.  And, lastly. we
have seen how, as a rule it is found in conjunction with a
stream or streams of water, with exuberant vegetation, and
with a hill or 4 wountainous region—in a word, with a land of
beauty, fertility and joy. Thus it was -expressed upon those
cireular and sacred cakes of the Egyptians. composed of the
richest materials—of flour, of honey, of milk— and with which
the serpent and bull, as well as other reptiles and beasts con-
Secrateg to the service of 1sis and their higher divinities were
daily fed; and upon certain festivals were eaten with most
extraordinary ceremony by the people and their priests. “The
cross cake,”" savs Sir Gardner Wilkinson, “‘was their hiero-
glyph for civilized land;"” obviously a land snperior to their
own, as it was, indeed, to all other mundane territories: for it
was that distant, traditional country of sempiternal content-
ment and repose, of exquisite delight and serenity, where
nature, unassisted by man, produces all that is necessary for
his sustenation.

Donnelly says that when the first Spanish missionaries set
foot upon the soil of America, immediately after the discov-
ery of Columbus, they were amazed to find the cross was as
devoutly worshipped by the red Indians as by themselves, aud
were in doubt whether to aseribe the fict to the pions labors
of St. Thomas or to the cunning device of the Ivil One. The
hallowed symbol challenged their attention on every hand and
in almost every variety of form. It appeared on the bass-re-
liefs of ruined and Jeserted monuments as well as on those of
inhabited palaces, and was the most conspicnvus ornament in
the great temple of Gozumel, off the coast of Yucatan.
According to the particular locality, and the purpose which it
served, it was formed of various materials—of marble and
gypsum in the open spaces of cities and by the way-side: of
woud in the teocallis or chapels on pyramidal summits and in
subterranean sanctuaries; and of ewerald or jasper in the pal-
aces of kings and nobles.

Aceording to the author last quoted, the ancieut Mexicans
had a religion possessed of so many features similar to those
of the old world, that the Spanish priests declared that
the Devil had given them a bogus imitation of Christianity to
destroy their souls.  The Devil, said they, stole all he conld.

-
-

We are surrounded by motives to plety and devotion, if we
would but mind them, The poor are designed to excite our
liberality ; the miserable, vur pity, ; the sick, our assistuance ;
the ignorant, our instruction ; those that arve fallen, our help-
ing haud. In those who are vain, we sce the vanity of the
world ; in those who are wicked, our own frailty, When we
sec good men rewarled, it confirms our hope; and when evil
men are punished it excites our fear.
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TWO PICTURES OF WOMAN.

BY BURDETTE,

'l‘lll{(]UG[l all the oratorio of history we hear the voices

of women, whom no maun could eompel to silence. We
hear the sorrowful notes of the song of Jephthal's daughter,
wingling with the voice of Ruth, “‘standing breast high amid
the Smmmer eorn'—tremulous with a woman's fear, hut reso-
lute with sublime purpose comes the voice ol” Esther, carrying
her life before the golden scepier for her people's sake; we
heur Elizabeth speak with a loud voice and no man can silence
her; women bring their little ones to the Savior, in the face of
his disciples’ rebuke, and le does not censure them for “‘usurp-
ing authority over a man:" a woman washes His feet with her
tears, Joannu, Mary, Susanna and many others “minister to
Him out of their substance,”” woman lingered near the cross
when ull men forzook him.  Why theu be proud that you are
a4 woman.

True, she cannot sharpen a peneil, and, outside of commer-
cial circles she caunot tie a package to make it look like any-
thing save a crooked cross section of chaos; but, land of’ mira-
cles! sce what she can do with a pin!  She cannot walk so
many miles around a billiard table with nothing to eat, and
nothing (to speak of) to driuk, but she can walk the floor all
night with a fretfol baby. She can ride five hundred wiles
without going into the smoking ear to rest (and get away from
the children).  She can go to town and do a wearisome day’s
shopping and have a good time with three or four friends with-
out drinking a keg of beer.  She ean enjoy an evening visit
without smoking half a dozen cigars. She can endure the
distraction of a houseful of chiliren all day. while her hus-
Land sends them all to bed before lie has been home an hour,
Lvery day she endures the torture of a dress that would make
au athlete swoon. She possibly cannot walk five hundred
miles around s tan bark track in six days for five thousand dol-
lars, but she can walk two hundred wiles in ten hours up and
dowu the erowded aisles of a dry guods store when there iz a
reduction sule on. A boy with u sister is fortunate, a tellow
with a cousin is to be envied. a young man with a sweetheart
is happy, and a man with a good wife is thrice blessed more
than they «all.

Ltek or PLuek.—OF what iy ealled “lnck’ in this world
a great deal is only the result of patient industry. A rich
werchant of Liverpuol, Sir Joseph Walmsley, began life as a
clerk on about « hundred dollars o year. 1lis employers were
grain merchants, and the young man determined to learn all
there was to know abont grain.  The man who lhad charge of
the warekouse, “*Ol] Peter,” ns he was called, saw the boy
was anxious to learn; so twice a week, in the morning belure
breakfast, the two would go tozether to the stores and ships,
examining the different kinds of grain. O] Peter would fuke
u handful of all sorts, Buglish, lrish, Seotelr, Mwerican,
Buropean, and spreading them on the table, would azk the
oy tu tell the chareteristics of each sumple,  The pupil was
bewildered at fivst, but he persevered until e hecame an
expert in the business. Very likely the people who knew
nothing of these early morning lessons called the youth
“lucky," as lie began to amass wealth: but it is a kind of
“luek'” within the reach of every young person who is willing
to work for it.

Sy

®

=

R

D
S
A —

@




	Juvenile Instructor Title Page.pdf
	Book of Mormon Central  http://bookofmormoncentral.org/ 
	O'
	(Concluded.)

	misery and sorrow which they inflicted upon two nations! We  do not know where a more vivid picture can be found of the  horrid effects which follow apostasy than is depicted in the  Book of Mormon in connection with the apostasy of Amaliekiah.
	They, however, turned round and accompanied President  Young and his brethren to the house of father Timothj' B.  Clark, near Far Y’cst. Early on the morning of the 26th of  April—the day mentioned in the revelation—a conference was  held, thirty-one persons were cut off from the Church, and the  Apostles and Saitos proceeded to the building spot of the  Lord s House, where Elder Cntler, the master workman of the  house, then re-commenced luyin» the foiindation, agreeably to  revelation, by rolling up a large stone near the sontli-east corner.  The following of the Twelve were present:—Brigham Young,  Heber C. Kimball, Orson Pratt, John E. Page and Joliu Tay­ lor, who proceeded to ordain Wilford PVoodruff and George A.  Smith to the office of the Twelve, to fill the places of those who  had fallen. Darwin Chase and Norman Shearer, (who had just  been liberated from Biehmond prison, and arrived the evening  previons,) were then ordained to the office of the Seventies,  The Twelve then offered np a vocal prayer in the following  order;—Brigdiam W>img, Ifeljer C. Kimball, Orsni l’ratt, John  I'o l’agc, John Taylor, Y'illord Y'oodrnfi', and George A, 





