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A SACRED HISTORY.

External Evidences of_ the Truth of the Book of
Mormon.

BY THOMAS A. SHRELVE.

Chapter XI1I. (Continued).

UMBOLDT says that it was most evident to him that the

monnuwents, methods of computing time, systews of

cosmozony, and many wyths of Awerica, offered striking

analogies with the ideas of lastern Asia—analogies which

indicate an apcient comymunication—not siwply the result of

that uniform condition in which all nations are found in the
dawn of' civilization.

What commuuication mwre reasonable to belicve in than the
communication deseribed in the sacred history?  The varions
people who eame here bromght with them the ideas which
were popular iu the old world at the time of their departure;
and paturally these ideas would be perpetuated in the form
deserilied by arehweologists and antiquarians,

In Prescott’s history of Mexico I find an idea somewhat
similar to that expressed by 1Tumboldt:

The coincidences arve sulfidently strong to authorize the
Leliet that the civilization ol' Anahuae was in sume degree
influenced Ly that of Bastern Asia; aml sccoudly, chat the
diserejiancies are such as to carry back the communication to
u very rewote period.

In o volume entitled ““Builders of Babel' is thix paragraph:

In the ruineld cities of (fambodia, which Hes further to the
cast of Burwah, recent research has discovered teoealles like
those in Mexieo, and rewiins of tewmples of the same type
and pattern as those of Yucatan, And when we reach the
sea we encounter at Suku, in Java, a teocalle which is abso-
lutely identical with that of Tehauntepec.

Ferguson says:

As we alvanced castward from the valley of the Kuphrates,
at every step we niet with forms of art becoming morve and
wore like those of Central Anierica.

The curious Lall containing spindles, which pointed the way
tor Lehi and his people, may have heen a type of the compass
of the present nze. While it is not impossible for the Lond
to have provided llis wandering ehildren with a miraculous
appliance of this kind, it may be that no wiracle was neces-
sary. .\ recent scientific writer has attempted to show that
the compmss was of much more ancient origin than is popularly
For wany years it was held that the compass origi-
nated i Fraly varly in the fourteenth centory.  Bat already it
hia= been ~hown that in the ninth century it was cmployed by
Northwen; and an Ttalian poem of the twelfth century des-
eribed it as havine been do use among the Italian soilors of
that aze.  The ancient Sanserit which hax been a dead language
T 2200 years, deseribes the maenet as the precivus stone
In the Tabwud it i~ ealled the stone of
attraction, and it is albuded to in the carly Hebrew prayers as
Lalamitali, the sawe maire given it by the tGirecks, from the
reed upon whieh the eompass floated. "’

Donnelly dechares:

supposed.

Lidoved of irun.

The Pheenecians were familiar with the uze of the magoet.
At the prow ol their vessels stood the lenre of a wowan holil-
ing a eross with une hand and pointing the way with the other;
the cross represented the compass. which was a magnetized
needle, Boating in water, erosswise, upon a pieer of reed or
\\'(J'H,.

The 1lindoos learned] of the magnet from the Pluenecians;
and the Chinese o tarn, probably, learncd its wee from the

Iindoos, 2700 years befove the birth of Christ one of
the ('hincse ewperors had a curringe wvpou which was
placed a magnetic figure with an extended arwy, which always
turned and puinted to the south. The Chinese regarded the
south as the principal pole,

All the scoffings whieh have been diveeted at Joseph Swith,
because of his description of' the compass used by Nephi are
thercefore misapplied, even judging from a natural standpoint.

P’rescott, speaking of the vites of mariiage 1o ancient Mexico,
says that they were celebruted with asmuch forwality as in any
Christian country, and the institution was held in such rever-
ence that a tribunal was instituted for the sole purpose of
determining questions relating to warriage.

The priests of ancient Mexieo were nuwerous and powertul,
Whence cawe the tdea of o Priesthood possessing tewiporary
as well as ecelesiastical authority, if' not from the Nephites,
through the apostate thetion?

Prescott says:

In contemplating the religious system of the Aztecs, one is
struck with its appavent incongruity, as if some portion of it had
emanated from a comparatively refined people, op=n to gentle
influences, while the rest Dreathes a spirit of upmitigated
ferveity. Tt naturally suggests the idea of two distiuet sonvees,
and authorizes the belief that the Aztees had inlierited from
their predecessors o miller faith., on which was afterwards
engralted their own wytholoey., Thelatter soun beeame domi-
nant, and gave its dark eoloring to the ereeds of the conjuered
pations—which the Mexicans, like the ancient Romans, scem
willingly to have incorporated iuto their own—until the same

%‘nnere:ﬂ superstitions settled over the farthest borders of Ana-
e,

Among the Toltees the forws of sepulture were the same as
prevailed among the ancient races of the east; in both cases
the bodies of great wen were burned, and the dust was
enclosed in funeral urps. [t was not uneommon to bury the
dead in a sitting position; others reclined at length; and svme
among the Toltees were cmbalmed, like the mummies of
Egypt.

Spenking of the vastness of the kingdom whose seat of
power was in Mexico, Donnelly sayx that the grand pobles
were able to raise from their own estates a total of three mil-
lion of soldicrs.  And yet the Book of” Mormim is reproached
by some of its opposers for speaking of the vast multitudes
which went iuto the field to make battle!

In Mesico the religion found by the first Xpanish priests
who reached there, possessed so many features similar to those
of old worll religions, that the Spanish priests declared the
devil bad given the people of the new world a bogus jwita-
tion of pure religion,

In Delafield’s “Antiquities of America,” a letter of Jomard
is quoted as {bHows:

[ have recognized in your memoir on the division of time
among the Mexican nations, compared with those of Asia
some very striking analugies between tlie Toltee characters and
institutious abserved on the hanks of the Nile. \wone these
analozics there is one which is worthy of attention—it is the
use of' the vague year of three huwlred and sisty-five days
cowposed of equal months, and of five complementary d:\yé
cyally vimployed ac Thebes and Mexico—a distance of three
thonsand leagnes,  In reality. the jutercalation of the Mexi-
ieans heing thirteen days on each cycle of fifty-two years, cumes
to the same thing as that of the Julian ealendar, which is one
duy i four years; and consequently supposes the duration of
the year to be three lmudred and sixty-five days siv hours
Now sneh wus the length of the year among the Beyptians—
t‘lle)' interenlated anentire year of three hundred and seventy-
five days every one thousand four hundred and sixiy years
The fact of the intercalation (by the Mexicans) of thirteen
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days every cycle—that is, the use of a year of three hundred
and sixty-five days and a quarter—is a proof that it was bor-
rowed from the Egyptians, or ¢ at they had a common origin.

Dounelly gives a list of remarkuable coiucidences which
existed between the ancient Peruvians und the ancient
European races, They are so brief, and yet so ewphatie, that
I guote them; although some of them are in repetition of
statements whieh huve preceded in this series of articles:

1. They worshiped the sun, movn and planets.

2. They believed in the immortality of the soul.

3. They believed in the resurvection of the budy, and accord-
ingly embalmed their dead.

4. The priest examined the entrails of the unimals offered
in sacrifice, and, like the Roman avgurs, divined the future
from their appearance. ;

5. They had an order of wumen vowed to celibacy—vestal
virgins—nuns; and a violation of their vow was punished, in
both contiucuts, by their being buried alive.

6, They divided the year into twelve months.

7. Their enumeration was by tens; the people were divided
into decades and hundreds. like the Anglo-Saxons; and the
whole nation into bodies of five hundred, one thousand and
ten thousand, with a governor over each.

8. They possessed castes, and the trade of the father des-
cended to the son, as in India.

4, They had bards and minstrels, who sung at the great fos-
tivals.

10. Their weapons were the same as those of the old world,
and made after the same pattern.

11. They drank toasts and invoked blessings,

12. They built triumphal arches for their returning heroes,
and strewed the road before them with leaves and flowers.

13. They used sedan-chairs,

14, They regarded agriculture as the principal interest of
the nation, and held great agricultural fairs and festivals for
the interchange of the produections of the faymers.

15. The king opencd the agricultural scason by a great cel-
ebration, and, like the kings of Ygypt, he put his hand to the
plow, and plowed the fivst furrow.

16. 'They bad an order of knighthood, in which the candi-
date knelt before the king; his sandals were put on by a uoble-
man, very much as the spurs were buckeled on the European
knight; he was then allowed to use the girdle or sash around
the loins, correspunding to the Joga Torilis of the llomans;
he was then crowned with flowers.  According to Fernandez
the ecandidates wore white shirts like the knights of the nid-
dle ages, with a cross embroidered in front.

17. There was a striking resemblance between the arehitect-
nre of the Peruvians and that of some of the nations of the
old world.

Winchell, in his “Pre-Adamites,” says:

I can personally testify that a study of aneieut Peruvian

pottery ‘ll}lS constantly reminded me of forms with which we
are familiar in Fgyptian archaology.

Tt is noy, possible to indulge unger, for any other wrong foel-
ing, and conceal it entircly. If not expressed in wordy, a
child feels the bancful influence. The evil sympathies of his
moral nuture are exeited as unconseiously as his budily frame
may be affected by a subtle and destructive posion, infused
into his lungs with the impereeptible atmostphere he breathes;
and the beautiful little image of God is more and more dethced
and disqualified for his home mn heaven.

A WONDERFUL FORTRESS.

BY VERGITO.

HE Prussian fortress of Ehreunbreitstein (broad stone ol

hunor) situated on the right bank of the Rhine River,
directly opposite Uohlenz, is one of the best fortified and
strongest places in Iurvope.  Its origin is unknown, though
there is a record of its having been occupied by the omans
many centuries ago when they had sobdued and while they
were waging war against the hardy German tribes, They
erected here a watch tower called Civsar's Tower, which stood
for many hundreds of years, and might have remained until
the present time but fur the French who besieged the fortress
in the year 1688, but without suceess, and attacked it agaiu
in 1708 and after a fourteen month’s siege accomplished its
capture  When, however, the peace of Luneville was etfected
they destroyed all the fortifications and with them this histori-
cal tower.

Various rulers of the middle ages occupiel this place at
different times who made numerous improvements in it. In
the year 1484 Prinee John of Baden had a well built some
four hundred feet deep Ly which means communication can
be had with the Rhine River, and when the fact is known
that the work had to be dope through sulid rock. the magni-
tude of this lubor can be hetter appreciated.

On three sides of 1Shrenbreitstein nature has provided such
precipitous sides as to preclude the possibility of them being
scaled, and yet the Germwan nation has provided for these
parts a battery of four hundred guns. The north-west por-
tion, which is considercd the weakest, ig fortiied by threc
lines of defenses, vne within another, which wost be taken in
succession by the attacking party before an entrance can be
effected in this direction.

The French have contributed to the amount of fifteen mnl
lion francs toward the fortifications now in existence at this
point because ol the destruction which they cansed. This
was in 1814 when the Congress of Vienna assigued the fortress
to Prussia.  DBut this sum was not quite one-fourth of the
whole cust ol reconstruction.

The platforn on the top of the rock is used as u parade
ground awd covers large cisterns wherein a supply of water
inay be contained sufticient for the use of eight thousand men
three years, while the magazines are capable of holding prov-
isions for the sume number ol men to last ten years. A gur-
rison of fourteen thouzind men ean be accommodated, theugh
in & time of peace it is not customary to have worve than abont
five hundred here stationed. Two or three years ago, frec
access was given to travelers to visit and inspect the wonderfu]
fortifications of Ehrenbreitstein, but since the present agitation
commenced between Franee and Germany the number of visi-
tors is very mueh limited, and suspicions persons are not
allowed to enter at all. 'This is o most excellent position and
there is no doubt hut that in ease of au open rupture hetween
these neighboring nations, Irance woull use every cffort
seeure this stronghold.  But Gennany watches it with a jealous
eye. and it does nut seem prolable that its present possessor
will vield, unless reduced to the greatest straits thiz “Gibral-
tar of the Rhine."”

— -

ITowgvER frequently you arve injured, if" real penttence
and contrition follow the offence, a Christing ¢ always bound
to forgive.
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	misery and sorrow which they inflicted upon two nations! We  do not know where a more vivid picture can be found of the  horrid effects which follow apostasy than is depicted in the  Book of Mormon in connection with the apostasy of Amaliekiah.
	They, however, turned round and accompanied President  Young and his brethren to the house of father Timothj' B.  Clark, near Far Y’cst. Early on the morning of the 26th of  April—the day mentioned in the revelation—a conference was  held, thirty-one persons were cut off from the Church, and the  Apostles and Saitos proceeded to the building spot of the  Lord s House, where Elder Cntler, the master workman of the  house, then re-commenced luyin» the foiindation, agreeably to  revelation, by rolling up a large stone near the sontli-east corner.  The following of the Twelve were present:—Brigham Young,  Heber C. Kimball, Orson Pratt, John E. Page and Joliu Tay­ lor, who proceeded to ordain Wilford PVoodruff and George A.  Smith to the office of the Twelve, to fill the places of those who  had fallen. Darwin Chase and Norman Shearer, (who had just  been liberated from Biehmond prison, and arrived the evening  previons,) were then ordained to the office of the Seventies,  The Twelve then offered np a vocal prayer in the following  order;—Brigdiam W>img, Ifeljer C. Kimball, Orsni l’ratt, John  I'o l’agc, John Taylor, Y'illord Y'oodrnfi', and George A, 





