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Hyde Park alone covers over four hundred acres. It has
its lawns, walks. boulevards, woods, ete. It also has a fine
drive which, during an afternoun in the Snumwmer season, pre-
sents a very fine appearance where is to le scen all the fash-
ion of Londun out tor exercise.  [Tere is also the Serpentine,
an artificial viver covering about fifty acres, which is kept in
good vrder. Tn the early morniug during the Summer months
it is much freqnented by bathers, twelve thousand of whom
have Leen known to indulge in the Jusury of a bath in one
day. ’ L.

A SACRED HISTORY.

External Evidences of the Truth of the Book of
Mormon,

BY TIIOMAS A. SHREEVE.

Chapter XI1.

115 religions history of the ypeaples who inhabited this
coutinent, according to the Book of Mormon, presents
severnl phases.  Buth races of people who came under divine
enidance to this land from the Old World were believers in
the true and living God.  But long Lefore the day of Christ's
coming many portions of these peoples had fallen into idola-
try.  Then came Christianity, and it was the dominating
faith during many years.

With the extinction of the distinet Nephite race eame the
reivn of idolatry, wherein was preserved old forms and ideas
from all the Dbeliefs und legends entertained hy the people
sinee they first came to America.

It shall now be my purpose to <how that research into reli-
giousantignities of these lands proves not only the origin of the
peuple, as deseribed in the buok of Mormon, but proves their
varivus beliefs to have been as stated in the sacred history.

Tt will Le well fur us to bear in mind certain facts conceded
by historians and philosopliers concerning either the growth
or the abandonment of religious ideas, To show that what T
have asserted concerning the survivul of the old forms and
legends is eorrect, I gnote from Banerofe's Native Races, Vol
HI, the following paragraph, which is worthy of study as
substantinting my position, and also becanse of its caveful pre-
sentatiun of' the resnlts of his stndy:

As there never was yet found a people without a language,
su every nation has its mythology, some popular and attractive
form for preserving historieal tradition and presenting ethical
maxims; and as by the range of’ their vocabularies we may fol-
Iow wen through all the stages of their progress in govern-
ment. domestic affairs and mechanical arts, so, by helicfs
expressed, we nay deterimine at any given epoch in the history
of a raee their ideal and intellectual condition.  Withoeut the
snbstance there can be no shadow, without the object there
can be no mawe for it theretire when we find a langnage
without a wonl to denote property or chastity, we may be sure
that the wealth and wonwen of the tribe ure hell in common;
and when in a system of mythology certain important meta-
physival or sesthetie leas and attributes are wanting, it is
evident that the intelleet of its composers has not yet reached
besond a certiin low point of conveption.  Moreover, as in
thines evil way he foand a sparic of good, so iu_ fable we liml
dent of trath. 1t is pow o recognized prineiple of phil-
osophiv, thut no religions belief, however erwde, nor any his-

tradition. hoswever absurd, can he held by the majoidey
wple for any vonsiderable time as trae, without having
winning some foundation in faet. More especially s
uthof this principle apparent when we eonsider that in
¢ mnltitudinons beliefs of all ages, held by peoples savage

o

and eivilized. there exist a conenrrence ot ideas and a cvinei-
dence of opinion, Hnman coucert-ions of supernatural affairs
spring frow like intuitions.  As human nature is essentiully
tfie same throughout the world and thronzhout time, so the
religivus instinets which form o part of that universal humanmy -
encrate and develop in Hke manmer under like eonditivus,
The desire to penetrate hidden surroundings and the method
of attempting it are to a certain extent cowmmon to all.  All
wonder at the mysterions; all attempt the solution of myster-
ies; all primarily possess equal facilities fur arviving at correct
conclusions.  The genesis of belief is uniform, and the resules
nuder like conditions analogous. We may conclude that the
purposes for which these fctitious narratives were so carefully

reserved and handed down to posterity were two-full—to
ceep alive certain facts and to inenleate certain doctrines.
Something there must have been in every legend. in every
tradition. in every belief which has ever been entertuined
by the majority of a people, to recommend it to the minds of
men in the first instance. Error absolute cannut exist; false
doctrine without an ainalgam of verity speedily erumbles, and
the more monstrous the falsity the more rapid its decomposi
tion. DMyths were the oracles of our savage ancesturs; their
creed, the rule of their life, prized by them as men now prize
their faith; and by whatever savage philosophy these strange
conceits were elimmated, their effect upon the popular mind
was vital,  Anaxagoras, Suerates. Protagoras, und Epicurus
well knew and boldly proclaimed that the gods of the Grecians
were disreputable characters. not the kind of deities to make
or govern worlds; yet so deep-rooted in the hearts of the peo-
ple were the maxims of the past, that for these expressions
one heretic was cast into prisun, another expelled from Athens,
and another forced to drink the hewlock,  And the lezsa fable
presents the appearance of probability, the more grotesyne
and estravagant it is, the less the likelihood of its having origi-
nated in pure invention; fur no extravagantly absurd invention
without a particle of truth eonld by any possibility have been
palwed off npon a people, and by them aceepted, revered,
recited, preserved as a veritable incident or solution of mys-
tery, and handed down to those most dear to them, to be in
like manner held as sacred. Therefore we may be sure that
there never was a myth without a meaning; that mythology is
not a hundle of ridiculous fancies invented for vulgar amuse-
went; that there is not one of these stories, no matter how
silly or absurd, whieh was not fonnded on fact, which did not
once hold a significance. ‘‘And though I have well weighed
and considered all this,”’ conclnded Lord Bacon, nearly thrve
hundred years ago, “‘and thoroughly seen into the levity
which the mind indulges for allezuries and illusions. yet I can-

not but retain a high value for the ancient mythology.”

Indeed, tu ancient myths has been attributed the preservation
of shattercd fragments of lost sciences, even as some have
allered that we are judebted to the writings of Demoeritns and
Aristotle for modern geograpliieal discoveries,

Donnelly in wiiting of the people who inhabit Central
Amerien, says:

The essence of religion is eonservatism; little is invented;
nothing perishes; change cowes from without; and even when
vne religion ix supplanted by another, ite gods live in the
demons of the new faith, or they pass intv the folk lore and
fairy stories of the people,

While not eonceding all that Dounelly says, hecause it may
be taken as precluding the idex of revelation, I regard it a< a
fact demonstrated throneh all the conturies, that a belief is
almust undying. Tt preserves its form or its gpirit in sonie
fashion or another until its very origin is lost in the mists of
the past.

In a former chapter T have shown the Lelief which existed
here upon the continent among the ancient inhabitants, in the
deluge, ax deseribed in Cienesis, Tt may be a good poiat from
which tn resume w considerition of the religions faith of this
el o] its peaple in the olden time

benatius Donnelly soes so fur as to say that there is searcely
a prowinent fact in the vpening chapters of the book of Gene-
siswhivdt connot be duplicated from the legends of the Ameri-
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can nations; and thereissearcely n eustom known tothe Jews that
does not find its counterpart amung tlie people of the New
World.

An estimate of some of these points of similarity eomes
properly within the chapters devoted to religion, although
some few of the customs may appear more social than relig-
ious in their nature.

1 am indebted to Donnelly for a comparison of the religious
legends of this hemisphere with (rencsis; and 1 quote his
ideas treely in the sueceeding paragraphs.

The Bible tells us (Gen. 7, 2) that in the beginning the
carth was withont form and void, and covered with water. In
the Quiche Legends we are told—"‘At first all was sea, no man,
no animal, no bird, or green herh, there was nothing to be
seen but the sea and the heavens.”

The Bible tells us (Gen. ¢, 2 ) "And the Spirit of God
moved upon the face of the waters.”” The Quiche Legend
says, ‘‘The Creator—the Former, the Dominator—the feath-
cred serpent—those that gave life, moved upon the waters
like a glowing light.”

The Bible says (Gen. , 9,) "And God said, Let the waters
under the heaven be gathered together unto vne place, and let
the dry land appear: and it was so.”" The Quiche Legend
says, “The ereative spirits cried out ‘Earth!’ and iu an instant
it was formed, and rose like a vapor-cloud; immediately the
plains and the mountains arose, and the cypress and the pine
appeared.”’

The Bible tells us, *‘and God saw that it was good.” The
Quiche legend says, ““Then Gueumatz was filled with joy, and
eried ont, ‘Blessed be thy coming, O Heart of Heaven, Hur-
aken, thunderbolt.””’

The order in which the vegetables, animals and man were
formed is the same in both records.

In Genesis (Chap. &, 7) we arc told, **And the Lord God
formed mun of the dust of the ground.”” The (Quiche legend
says, ““The first man was made of elay; but he bad no intelli-
gence, and was consnmed in the water.”

In Genesis the first manis represented as naked. The
Aztec legend says, “The sun was much pearer the earth then
than now, and his grateful warmth rendered elothing unnec-

essary.”’
(76 be Continued.)

WHICH IS BETTER?

BY JOCIK,

IF there is one thing more than another that we would
impress upon the boys and young men of onr community
it is the nevessity of learning a trade by which the hand may
become skilled in some useful branch of industry. The train-
ing of the mind is of the greatest impertance and should
receive the most careful attention, but no young man’s edunea-
tiun is complete without the possession of some (rade whereby
he ean eurn a livelihood if other sources of income fail.

It was the honorable boust of the noted Ilorace Greely while
editing the New York Zribune, that he was not alone depend-
ent npon his abilities as a writer for his subsistence. He said:

It is a great souree of consolatiun to us, that when the
public shall be tived of us as an editor, we can wake a satis-
factory livelihood at setting type or farming; so that while our
strength Lists ten thonsand blockheads taking offense at some
article they do not understand counld not drive us into the poor-
house.”

The tendeney of the present age and the inclination of yonng
men scem to be towards the various professions, or sume light.
easy work. In fact cases are not rare in our community wheve
sneerving remarks are made about young men who take the
vourse to which reference has been made, and shun the store
ind eounting room for the more difficult thoueh equally hon-
oroble labor at the work-bench. But wunly shallow-minded
persons look with disfaver upon the artisan, while the intelli-
gent man views this class as the one that gives stability and
strength to the zovernnient

Quoe cannot but admire the course taken by the wealthy phil
anthropist, Stephen (Givard. who abounded in useful and curi-
ous expedients to teach thosc around him practical lessons
upon various points. A clerk, who had faithfully served the
werehant from boyhood, went to his master on his twenty-first
birthday and told him his time wasup. ITe naturally expected
to he promuted, but (Girard said to him:

“Very well. Now go and learn a trade.”

““What trade, sh?"”

“Good barrels and butts must be in demand while you live.
Go and learn the cooper’s trade, and when you have made a
perfect harrel bring it to me.”’

The youug man followed the excellent advice given, anid
after a time broughit to his old master a splendid harrel of his
own manufacture.

Girard carefully examined it, and then gave the maker two
thousand dollars for it, saying at the same time:

“Now, sir, I want you in my countiug-room; henceforth
von will not be dependent upon the whim of Stephen Girard,
let what will come, you have a good trade always in reserve.”

It weems to be the idea of tuo many young men that becanse
they possess some considerable means or perchance have
acquired a collegiate education that it would be time wasted to
Jearn a trade, and say, as did a certain fast young man, when
his father suggested that it was time he was Leginning to think
of supporting hiwself:

“T will not learn a trade.”’

In less than five years thereafter that same young man was
aciuiring skill in harness making at ove of the eastern peni-
tentiaries.

Another young man who thought himsclf above “‘common
labhor™* has yet several years to serve in the Missouri prison on
a sentence for erime.  His parents left him at their death tifty
thousand dollars; and ‘‘this is where,”" remarked one who
visited the wayward youth, **his parents made a fatal mistake.
Had they left the young wan simply a jack-plane or a wood-
saw, with printed instructivns how to use them, the chances
are that instead of being in the penitentiary, he would to-day
have been gradually but surely working his way up to a hand-
some competeney and an honoralde old age.™

In every large city of the country men can be tound secking
work cven at moderate salarics who a few years ago were suc-
cesstnl merchants, brillant students or worked at o profession,
but very few indecd are the cases where a wmaster mechanie,
and everyone who commences at a trade should become its
master, is nnder the vecessity of secking cmployment out ol
his line.  Goud, skilled workien in every branch ol industry
are always in demand, and such are the onex wihio buikl up and
Deautify a country and give prestige to o counuunity.

W eannot keep our bodics long here: they are corruptible
bodies, and will tumble into dust and we will part with thew
for o while; and if ever we expect and desire w happy meeting
agiin, we must use them with modesty and vevercuee now.
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	(Concluded.)

	misery and sorrow which they inflicted upon two nations! We  do not know where a more vivid picture can be found of the  horrid effects which follow apostasy than is depicted in the  Book of Mormon in connection with the apostasy of Amaliekiah.
	They, however, turned round and accompanied President  Young and his brethren to the house of father Timothj' B.  Clark, near Far Y’cst. Early on the morning of the 26th of  April—the day mentioned in the revelation—a conference was  held, thirty-one persons were cut off from the Church, and the  Apostles and Saitos proceeded to the building spot of the  Lord s House, where Elder Cntler, the master workman of the  house, then re-commenced luyin» the foiindation, agreeably to  revelation, by rolling up a large stone near the sontli-east corner.  The following of the Twelve were present:—Brigham Young,  Heber C. Kimball, Orson Pratt, John E. Page and Joliu Tay­ lor, who proceeded to ordain Wilford PVoodruff and George A.  Smith to the office of the Twelve, to fill the places of those who  had fallen. Darwin Chase and Norman Shearer, (who had just  been liberated from Biehmond prison, and arrived the evening  previons,) were then ordained to the office of the Seventies,  The Twelve then offered np a vocal prayer in the following  order;—Brigdiam W>img, Ifeljer C. Kimball, Orsni l’ratt, John  I'o l’agc, John Taylor, Y'illord Y'oodrnfi', and George A, 





