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forgive them for they know not what they do.””  Then will the

ensign be a perfeet example.
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A SACRED HISTORY.

External Bvidences of the Truth of the Book of
Mormon.

BY THOMAS A. SHREEVE.

Chapler X., Conecluded.

SPE_-\KIN Fof the ruinsat Mitla, Baldwin savs that their
general character of arvchitecture and masonyy ix much like
that in the structuves at Paleniyue, but the finish of the work-
waoship appears to have been more artistic and admirable.
These ruins are remarkableamony those of the conntry where
they are tound, All who have seen them speak vinch as Pupaix
speaks of the perfection of the masonry, the admirable design
and finish of the work, and the beauty of the decorations, Their
beauty, says AL (‘harney, ean be matehed only by the monuments
of Greece and Rome in their best days, Oune faet presented Ly
some of the edifices at Mitle has a certain deerce of histori-
eal significance.  There appears to he evidenee that they were
oceupied at some period by people less advanced in civilization
than their huilders. M. Charnay, describing one of’ them,
points ont this tact. Mo says of the structure:

It is a bewildering maze of courtx and buildines, with fae-
ines ornamented with mosaies in relicf of the purest desigu:
but under the projections are found traces of’ paintings wholly
wimitive in style, in which the right line is not even respected.
'hese are rwde figures of idols, and weandering lines that
have no significance.  Shmilar paintings appear, with the saume
imperfection, on_every great editice, in plices which have
allowed them shelter against the ravages of time. These rude
designs, ussociated with palaces so correct in architecture, and
su ornamented with panels of Mosaic of such marvelons
workmanship, put strange thoughts into the wind. To find
the explanation of this ]liennmenml, must we not suppose these
palaces were occupied by a race less advanced in eivilization
than their first builders?

1"pon the subject of the antiyuity of the ruins, Baldwin
remarks:

In 1520, three hundred and fifty years agn, the forest
which su largely covers Yueatan, Guatemala, and Chiapa was
growing as it grows now; yes, four humdred and fifty years
ago, for it was there u century previous to this date, when, the
Maya kingdom Leing Lroken up, oue of its princes fled into
this forest with a portion of his people, the Ttzas, and settled
at Lake Peten, 1t was the sawe then as now. Ilow wany
additional centuries it had existed no one can tell.  If its age
could be told, it would still be necessary to consider that the
mins hidden in it are muel older than the forest, and that the
perivd of civilization they represent closed lung before it was
established.

fu the ages previeus to the beginning of this immense
furest, the reginu it covers was the seat of a civilization which
grew up to a high degree of development, flourished a long
time, and finally declined, until its cities were deserted, and
its cultivated fields left to the wild influences of nature, Tt
wiay be safely assumed that huth the furest-covered mins and
the forest itsclf are fur older than the Aztee period; but who
can tell how wueh older?  lopan, first discovered amd des-
eribed threc hundred years aco, was then as strange to the
natives dwelling near it as the old Chaldean ruins are to the
Arabs who wander over the wasted plaing of Lower Mesopo-
tamia.  Native traditivn had turgotten its history and become
silent in rerard to it.  How long had rnived Coupan been in
thiz condition? No one can tell.  Manifestly it wus forgotten,

left buried in the forest without recollection of its history, long
before Monteznma's people, the Aztees, rose to power: and it
15 casily understood that this old eity hiad an important bistory
previous to that unknown time in the past when war. revolu
tinn, or some other agency of destruction pnt an end to its
eareer and left it to become what it is now,

Moreover, these old ruins, in all cases, shuw us only the
cities lust ocecupied in the peviods to which they belong.
Ioubtlexs others still older preceded thew; and, Lesides, it can
be seen that sowe of the ruined cities which ean now e traced
wore several times renewed by reconstructionists.  We must
cunzider, also, that building magnificent cities is nut the work
of an original eivilization. ~ The devclopment was necessarily
ﬁl':ldllal]. Its first period was more or less rude.  The art of

uilding and ornamenting such edifices avose slowly.  Many
ages must huve been required tu develop such admirable skill
in masonry and ornamentation.  Therctore the period between
the beginning of this mysterions developwent of civilized life
and the frst builders who vsed cut stone laid 1w mortar and
cement, and egvered their work with Leautifully senlptured
oruinnents and inscription=. must have been very long.

We have no measure of the time, no clew to 1he old dutes,
nothing whatever, beyond sueli considerations as T have stated,
to warrant even a vague hypothesis. It cun be seen elearly
that the beginning of’ this ullnl civilization was much older than
the earliest great vities, and, also. that these were mueh more
aneient than the time when any of the later built or recon-
structed cities whose relies still exist. were lelt to decay. If
we suppose Palenyne to have heen deserted some six hundved
vears previons to the Spanish econynest, this date will carry ns
back only to the last days of its listory as an inhabited city.
Beyond it, in the distant past, is a vast period, in which the
civilization represented by Palengue was developed. made
capable ot building such cities, :mdl then earried on through
the many ages during which cities became numerous, flour-
izhed, grew old, and gave place to others, until the long his-
tory ol Palenque itself began.

Baldwin claims that distinet eras can be traced, al npon
this point says:

The evidence of repeated reconstructions in =ome of the
cities betore they were deserted has been pointed out by
explorers | have quuted what ('barney says of it in his des-
eription of Mitla. At Palenque as at Mitla, the oldest work
is the most artistic and admirable.  Over this Feature of the
monuments, and the maunifesc sign= of their difference in age,
the attention of investicators has lingered in speculation,
They find in them a significance which is stated ag follows by
Brasseurde Bourbonre: ** Among the edifices forgotten by time
in the forests of Mexico and Central America, we find wwhi-
tectural characteristics so different from each ocher, that it is
as impossible to attibute them all to the sume people as to
Lelicre they were all built at the same epocl.” }n hisx view,
“The sulstractions at Mayapan, some of those at Tulba, and
a great part of those at Palenque,” are amony the older
remains.  These are not the oldest cities whose remains are
still visible, but they way have been buile, in part, upon the
foundations of citivs mueh wore ancient.

Baldwin was not disposed, though he affirmied the antijguity
of these ruins, to go to the extreme pusition oceupied by some
writers. In faet, he eriticises the idea of one writer who says
that the ruins must have existed for thousands of years when
the Spaniards arrived.  Baldwin adds:

If he had maintained that eivilized communities were
there 'thousands of years'' previous to that time. developing
the gkill in architecture, decoration, anid writing, to which the
wonuments hear witness, it might be possihle to azree with
him.  Some of us, however, would prolably stipulate that he
shonld not count too many “‘thousunds,”” nor cluim o similar
antiquity for the ruios now visible, 1t is not easy to supposc
that any of these old wonuments, with their well-prescrved
sculptures and inseriptions, represent the first period of the
aucient history they suggest, nor that they have esisted ns
rvuins many ‘‘thowsands of years,” [or the climate ol Mexico
and Central America does not preserve sueh remains like li!ui
of Wuypt. * ¥ * * Muke (‘opan, forinstance. 'Thix ety
way have become a ruin during the time ol the Tultees, which
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began long before the Christian era, and ended some five or
six centuries probably before the LIJthly was invaded by Cor-
tez. Tt was built hefore their time, and many features of the
architecture and ornamentation. show the work of their prede-
cessors, judging by the historical intimations found in the old
books and tradutivns.  We may suppose it to have heen an old
city at the time of the Toltec invasion, althongh not one of the
first cities built by that more ancient and more cultivated peo-

ple by whom this old Awerican civilization was originated.

The present L‘Lmdltmn of the monuments at (Quirizua is still
niore suggestive of great age.

ISRAEL PUTNAM.

AI vOU ND this Revolutionary hero clings a halo of romance,
so that wlmost every school-buy has heard sowe anecdote
of Putnam: yet it will not be uninteresting, we hape, to glance
along the history of his life and exploits.

lle wus born at Salem village, now Danvers, in Massa-
chusetts, on the 17th of January, 1718, His parents were in
plain but comfortable circumistances, and he received the com-
mon =chool education afforded by the vrdivary New England
town of to-day. He was a sturdy. hearty, iudependent boy,
possessed of a generunz, impulsive conrage that was prompt tv
respond to the ery of the defenseless. It is related of him
that visiting Bostou in his boyhood, he was so scoffed at and
ridienled for his awkwardness by a boy nearly denble his size,
that. at Iast, his patience yielded to anger, and he administered
a flugellation upon the impudent youth that he remembered
for the rest of his life.

Betore he attaived hig wmajority he warried a Miss Pope, of
Nalemw.  She bore him ten children, and died just as the Col-
onial troubles were Deginning.  Soon after hiz marriage he
removed to Pomfret, in Connecticut, and settled upon a tract
of wild lund which he had purchased. Tle tuiled maunfully to
subdue the original enrse of brush and bramble which enewm-
Lered his property, and the rough landseape conquered by his
persevering hand soon Dlossvmed with the fruitful harvest.
He was energetic and of good judgwent, and in a short time
he was in a prosperous conditiow.

Von have heard ol his attacking the she-wolf in her cave,
from which dariug coutiiet he returned victorious, and immedi-
ately and deservedly became the hero ot the community.

When the New England Colonies Lecame engaged in the
French war, he was une of the first to volunteer his services in
the army.  He was given o eaptain's commission, with orders
to raise o company,  He was soon on his way to Fort Edwand

with a company of men—the flower ol the country—aronnd
Lu this position Putvaw perfonued wany o daring anw
exploit, several tiwes parrowly escaping with his

lifie. Afrer this tronble had died out he, returned te Pomfret,
L one

liim.
Lanrerims

wesksion it is told of him, while lie was attached to
with a single companion fuund him

EALrHIN, |||-

selt i the vkiess

auite within the Freoeh lines.  The senti-
ncls fred npon thew and o hullet eut a lole iy Putnam's can-
teen, and tourteen pussed throngh the hlanket he wore shrap-
ped to his Tack, while bis eomymiion escaped with ouly a
slizhit wonud.  Tv was one mormivg in Febmary, 1753, o fire

Lroke ont in Fort Eilward and made considerable progress ere
it was discovereil.  The garrison endeavonl to eheck the flames

without Putiown and a

detachment of his men
crozsed the river ou the ice ax soon as they saw the fire, anid
reached the furt ji

o | D i

st as thie flames were neaving the mazazine,
:
Phe water-gate wu- thrown open, awd the wen formed a line

to pass the buckets of water from the river, Putnam mounted
to the roof, and as the buckets came up to him, he Jdashed the
water upon the flumes. This position of imminent danger h
held until ordered down Ly the commander of the firt. e
leaped to the ground just as the roof came erashing in. The
fire was now within a few feet of the magazine and an explo-
sion was to be mowentarily apprehended, Then the hero
dasbed between the flames and the magazive, which was
already charring with the heat, aud poured pailful after pailful
upon the smoking lumber, with only the beroic remark, = If
we must be blown up, we will all go together.”" His noble
example ingpired like conrage in those around him, and the
fort was saved; but so severely was Putnam burned that he
was obliged to remain a month in the hospital.

At another time he was about erossing the Hudson. nine
wiles below Fort Edward, and when his battean was about to
land he found himself almost precipitated into an Indian
ambuscade. There was no chance to save himself but to trust
to the merey of the rapids which were roaring over the rocks
below. He unhesitatingly headed his boat in that direction,
sately shot down over the seething flood aud landed beluw.
causing the Indians to believe that the Great Spirit had him
under especial protection and they abandoued all thoughts of
capturing him,

Again and again, learful perils environed him, but he mirac-
ulously eseaped. After the surrender of Montreal Putnam
returned home; but in 1762, Great Britain having declared
war with Spain, he, as lientenant-colonel, accompanied this
expedition. He bore himself gallantly thronght this cam-
paign and returned home with well-earned laurelz.

Then came the threatened troubles lLetween the Colonies
and England, British officers were much surprised that,
knowing the forces of England’'s trained armies =o well, he
shonld side with the colonists.

“We will resist,” said the hervo, ‘and have the honor of
ridding our country of the yoke of tyrawny. Our fure-fathers
would not bear this yoke, neither will we.”

At this time he was residing at Brooklyn, vu the eastern
border of Connecticut. On the morning of the 20th of April,
1775, he was plowing in the field preparatory to his planting
his wheat and corn.  Near noon a swoking-hot steed dashed
up, while a panting courier informed him of the previous con-
flicts at Lexington and Concord. Not a moment's hesitation
followed. He unyoked his cattle from the plough, and ealling
to the lad who had been driving them to run for his coat, Put-
nam dashed for his stable and saddled his fleetest horse.
Catching his coat from the boy, he leaped upon hix steed's
back, aml thundered away towards Cawbridge. Tlere, late
at night, he reported himself to General Ward.  Fierce elo-
quence and fiery counsel was followed by rapid action in those
trying times, It would fill mauy o page to narrate his deeds
oi” valor.

When the ('olonists were first driven from Bunker Ifill hLe
was beside himself with rage. He tried to rally the men.
Seizing the ("onnecticut lag in one hand, he brandished his
sword with the other, and hoarsely shouted to them to rally.
“Make a stand! make a stand. Ope more shot: in God's
name, give them one more!”’ lie pleaded; but the panie-stricken
wen contioned their flicht, only he rallied a few, and with
thew fortified Prospect Hill. Twu days after that battle,
Putvaw was appointed vue of the four major-generals of the
Continental army.

Many a disaster to the undiseiplined troops was prevented
by the invincible energy of this flinty hero. In forced
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	misery and sorrow which they inflicted upon two nations! We  do not know where a more vivid picture can be found of the  horrid effects which follow apostasy than is depicted in the  Book of Mormon in connection with the apostasy of Amaliekiah.
	They, however, turned round and accompanied President  Young and his brethren to the house of father Timothj' B.  Clark, near Far Y’cst. Early on the morning of the 26th of  April—the day mentioned in the revelation—a conference was  held, thirty-one persons were cut off from the Church, and the  Apostles and Saitos proceeded to the building spot of the  Lord s House, where Elder Cntler, the master workman of the  house, then re-commenced luyin» the foiindation, agreeably to  revelation, by rolling up a large stone near the sontli-east corner.  The following of the Twelve were present:—Brigham Young,  Heber C. Kimball, Orson Pratt, John E. Page and Joliu Tay­ lor, who proceeded to ordain Wilford PVoodruff and George A.  Smith to the office of the Twelve, to fill the places of those who  had fallen. Darwin Chase and Norman Shearer, (who had just  been liberated from Biehmond prison, and arrived the evening  previons,) were then ordained to the office of the Seventies,  The Twelve then offered np a vocal prayer in the following  order;—Brigdiam W>img, Ifeljer C. Kimball, Orsni l’ratt, John  I'o l’agc, John Taylor, Y'illord Y'oodrnfi', and George A, 





