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A SACRED HISTORY.

" External Evidences of the Truth of the Book of

Mormon.,

BY TIIOMAS A. SHREEVE.

Chapter 1V,

I3 now come to a consideration of Reformed Egyptian—

which is not another language, but is merely a modifica-
tion of the hieratic Egyptian which Nephi brought from Jeru-
salem.

Moroni said. ‘‘we have written this record according to our
knowledge in the characters, which are called among us the
Reformed Kgyptian, being handed down and altered by us
according to our manner of speech.” A thousund years
elapsed between the time that Nephi wrote and the hour when
Moroni engraved these words upon his record. Having dis-
tinetly shown, as T think, that Nephi wrote in the hieratic
Egyptian now known to scholars, two inquiries naturally arise:
is the assertion reasenable that the written language would be
modified within the time stated? And, also, when and how
did the modifications in the language oceur, of which Moroni
speaks?

Even within the present century some changes have ocenrred
in our own written language, although we have books and
pewspapers without enl.  But of course no fair test could be
niade in the esperience of one century—we must go to the
carliest writings extant for an illnstration. I have taken pains
to examine the old English narrative of Beowulf. The only
manuseript which has been preserved ol this poem was written
in the Fnglish of that day, at the close of the tenth century,
about 900 years ago. It is kept in the British Musenm, and
is rezarded as one of the wost valuable of English records.
Tt was the work of a monk, who wrote it from dietation. The
best modern English scholars ean vead scarcely one word of it.
The characters in which we write and print to-day bear some
slight resemblance to the ancient writing of Beowulf; but so
ereatly wodified has our written language been that, as 1 said,
the best modern English scholar cannot read any of this early
Euglish poem without special study, as if’ hie were investigating
a foreign tungue.

I think, then, that the statement wade by Moroni concern-
ing the alteration or change of the written Feyptian characters
is borue out by reason, and by human experience. In fact,
from what we now know, if he had made any other statement
he might reasonably have been open to ¢uestion.  Whether
the changes or modifications made by the successive historians
of the Nephite race tended to an improvement on their writ-
ten priestly language, it is not now my purpose to discuss.
Moroni says changes were made, and we canunot [reasoning
from intrinsie proof or analogy] justly question bis assertion.
This, I think, is sufficient answer to the first inquiry.

According to the Dook of Mormon, the Nephites Legan to
scatter throughout the land about two centuries after their
establishment in this hemisphere. TFrom this hour until their
final extinetion there was contention with the Lamanites, except
at brief intervals. Being engaged in wars. and being fre-
quently dispersed from their gathering-places, it is natural to
suppose that their habits and methods would change to snit
their altered cirenmstances, It is not astonishing that some
of the historians who followed two or threc centuries after
Nephi should have wodified—either through lack of skill or

design—the characters of ancient Egyptian in which the first
records was made. Onee begun, the evolution of ourown writ-
ten language will show how far such modification can he
carried within a thousand years. At this point I beg to
remind the reader that the Book of Mormon, as we now have
it, or as Joseph Smith received it on the plates of gold, does
not betray the successive steps which were taken in this modi-
fication. The first portion of the Book of Mormon was writ-
ten hy the hand of Nephi in Lieratic Egyptian. The remain-
ing portion consists of ap abridgment made by Mormon of all
the records kept Ly his predecessors, and of the conclusion
appended to the record by Mormon’s son, Moroni. Mormon
and Moroni wrote the language which they called Reformed
Iigyptian, which was the language of Nephi after it had
passed through the transitions of a thousand vears. [ do not
know of any data available to us at this time which gives with
any certainty the times or manners of these changes, further
than as T have stated.

Several copies alleged to be fac similies of Reformed Fegyp-
tian are now in existence. ['pon eareful examination traces
of hieratic Bgyptian—the ancient written language of the
Priesthood among the Nephites—the one in which Nephi
wrote, are easily discernible. Aud yet there does not seem to
be any very considerable similarity. I do not know how
authentic these fac similies may be. It is possible that they
are exact; but, without committing myself to a matter not yet
proven, [ venture to suggest to my readers that in all yroba-
bility the alleged fire similies ave the result of engravings made
from copies. which copies, in their tnrn, possibly may have
Leen taken from other copies; and that, when we remember
through whose hands these things passed originally, and
throngh whose hands some of them have since passed, we can
reasonahly allow something for unskillful copying and awksward
engraving; if not something for the evil design of apostates,
who have recently been producing thesc things in manifohl.
As I sail, | do not venture to commit myself to any positive
acceptance or rejection of these copies which purport to be fac
similies of licformed Egyptian. I have not been able to find
any copy which bears any authoritative endorsement to prove
itz authenticity. [ await the possible production of snch a
copy. In the meantime, we can look with some degree of
interest to archreological discovery to aid us wpon thiz point,
as it has conclusively proven our pasition eoncerning the
ancient Egyptian and the Hebrew languages.

ITalf a century since, when men were scufling at the asser-
tion made in the Book of Mormon in relation to Eeyptian and
ITebrew, a howl of derision would have followed the state-
ent that in fifty years' time incontestible evidence would be
fortheoming regarding them. And yet that evidence has been
produced. Fur one, I am willing to wait a little time to see
this final point eluciduted.

A revent unprincipled opponent of this work deelares that
Beformed Bgyptian never could have been known; because
no traces of it have been found. Without waiting for the dis-
coveries, which will no doubt finally settle this point as dis-
tinetly as the other points have been settled, there is nothing
in his nssertion to entitle it to respect. We have seen that
after two or three centuries of great imcrease and prosperity,
during which the Nephites built magnificent cities and tem-
ples, which they adorned with sculptures, they were forced to
frequent migration. This of itself is sufficient to account for
the lack of inscriptions which would prove a modification of
the priestly language. .And if the Book of Mormon had been
carefully studied by its opponents, [ venture to say that they
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would not have quoted this point so triumphantly. Towever,
researcles are hecoming year by year more careful and exten-
sive; and somewhere, before many years, I doubt not that
remaing of sculptured Reformed Egyptian will be found
among ruins possibly much less magnificent and some centuries
less ancient than those which Le Plongeon has discovered,
bearing characters identical with hieratic Egyptian.

-

TOPICS OF THE TIMES.

BY THE EDITOR.

OR some days it was a question whether the lidmunds-

Tucker bill had become law or had died in the President’s
hands, through his not signing it. Subsequently it was
apparent that the bill bad become law by Constitutional limi-
tation, without the President's signature. From what I can
understand the uon-““Mormons” were deeply agitated upon
this subject. They were more exeited concerning it than our
people. The Latter-day Saints had eommitted their case to
the Lord and were willing to abide the result, whatever it
might be. Fervent prayers bad gone up from every house-
hold and from every assemblage of the Saints to the tiod of
heaven to defeat the mensnre that had becn designed for the
overthrow of Ilis people. 1 have had much more faith in
these prayers and in the devotion of the people to their reli-
gion, as shown in their attendanve at fast day and other
meetings, than T have had upon all the aid that we could get
from ontside sourees; and the hopes of all the leading men
have been greatly increased by witnessing the faithfulness of
the people in attending to their duiies.

But the bill, as I have said, has beecome law, and this fact
lhad searcely been made plain when the Brigham City election
took place. Greatly to the disappointment of our enomies,
the Latter-day Saintg who eould take the oath in that city,
decided to do so. A close examination of the law satisfied
them, as it did a great many others, that it could be taken
without a sacrifice of principle. Tt had undoubtedly been pre-
pared as a trap, into which, it was expected, the Latter-day
Saints would walk.

Our enemies counted upon our integrity to prineiple. They
lad seen this exhibited so often that they appeared to have
confidence the Saints would never do anything to violate their
conscience.  Notwithstanding the many lies they have told
abuut us. they know they are lies, and they know that we are
i people who are willing tu suffer all things for the sake of
those principles whieh we have espoused. They supposed this
oath had been arranged in such a way that the Saints eould
not possibly take it without trenching upon their consvience,

It is, without doult, a disgraceful thing to have an oath
of this character on the statute book. DBut it does not say
anything ahout belief, aml this omission left it i a condition
that men who are not living in the praetice of plural marriage
can take it without doing wrong to their faith. Our cnemies
secin now to have resigned themselves to the idea that their
plot has failed aud that they cannot wrest the contrul of the
Territory from vur people.  They expect, however, to varry a
few distriets when the Territory shall be re-districted, and hope
they will have a few members in the Legisluture.

But the conteul of the Territory, which has been the chicf
ohjeet of their efforts, and for which they have Leen so long
strugeling, is not at the present time in their hands, and it our
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people are true to themselyes and take proper eare, it is not
likely to be. It will be an evil day for us when the control of
this Territory goes into the hands of these malcontents. I
sincerely hope that the faithfulness of our people in keeping
the commaudments of (iod and doing His will, will present
any such a result coming upon us. Speaking of it naturally,
as men speak of sueh matters, it would be most disastrous.
It would be like turning a mob loose upon us. Fur not only
would men living in plural marriage have to get up and
leave, but such heavy burdens would be laid upon others of
our faith that they would be almost, if uet entirely, unbear-
able. We would become a subject elass and occupy a position
a kin to that occupied by the Chinese and the Indians, Once
robbed of the franchise, history has proved that it is exceed-
ingly difficult for a people ever to regain their station as free
men. When a people are reduced to that condition, it takes
a long period of time to bring about a revolution in their favor.
Of course the Lord eould souu restore it to us; but I feel that
it is better, and easier for us to retain it by Ilis help through
our faith, than to regain it after it has been taken from us,

I earnestly hope and lelieve that the franchise will not be
entirely taken from us.  We may have a great wany difficul-
ties to meet, as we have had, huthy pursuing the course which
the Lord points out, we can contend with these difficulties and
overcome them, It is a painful thing, in a land which has
been so free as ours, for men to be compelled to take au oath
of this kind in order to preserve their franchise. DBut how
incomparably worse it would be to surrender our country into
the hands of the villainous erew who are striving to get con-
trol! They hoped, by the enactment of this measure, to get
us into that position, and were already rejoicing over the pros-
pect of the great results they were going to accomplish in ear-
rying out their sehemes. The Lord, in His mercy, has dis-
appointed them, and as Latter-day Saints we owe llim pro-
found thanksgiving and gratitude for His zooduess unto us.

Proyerness in Diry.—*'1 have saved wyself a great deal
of trouble in my life,”" writes a practical man, “‘by always fol-
lowing this simple direction: When you have anything to do,
doit.”” The trouble with the majority of people is that when
they have something to do they don't do it, at least not at the
right time. They wait and put off, especially if the duty is
rather disagreeable, until fulrly pressed into a corner and suh-
jeeted tu the greatest inconvenienve for the want of it

A young mun in a large establishiment in the city, received a
commission one day to get out a vessel-load of eotton. It was
his first conmmission of the soit, and he felt pleased to be
trusted. e resolved to be especially pronipt in the perform-
ance of it. So he engaged his carts and men over night, giv-
ing orders to have them on handat an carly hour. Ile attended
to the business with so mueh energy and cheerfulness that he
infused a like enthusiasm into his men. The business was fin-
ished with such dispatch that he had his billsall right and was
at his customary post by ten v clock, when his employer came
in.

e louked at the young man a little severely, and asked if
he did not request bim to get out that load of cotton.

T have, sir,” was the reply, "‘and there are the bills."

Such promptness was ot anrewnrded. [t was the yoiung
wan's stepping stoue to preferment and a large tortune,
Dow't take all day to do what awight be finished i oa B
Lionrs.
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	(Concluded.)

	misery and sorrow which they inflicted upon two nations! We  do not know where a more vivid picture can be found of the  horrid effects which follow apostasy than is depicted in the  Book of Mormon in connection with the apostasy of Amaliekiah.
	They, however, turned round and accompanied President  Young and his brethren to the house of father Timothj' B.  Clark, near Far Y’cst. Early on the morning of the 26th of  April—the day mentioned in the revelation—a conference was  held, thirty-one persons were cut off from the Church, and the  Apostles and Saitos proceeded to the building spot of the  Lord s House, where Elder Cntler, the master workman of the  house, then re-commenced luyin» the foiindation, agreeably to  revelation, by rolling up a large stone near the sontli-east corner.  The following of the Twelve were present:—Brigham Young,  Heber C. Kimball, Orson Pratt, John E. Page and Joliu Tay­ lor, who proceeded to ordain Wilford PVoodruff and George A.  Smith to the office of the Twelve, to fill the places of those who  had fallen. Darwin Chase and Norman Shearer, (who had just  been liberated from Biehmond prison, and arrived the evening  previons,) were then ordained to the office of the Seventies,  The Twelve then offered np a vocal prayer in the following  order;—Brigdiam W>img, Ifeljer C. Kimball, Orsni l’ratt, John  I'o l’agc, John Taylor, Y'illord Y'oodrnfi', and George A, 





