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JUVENILE INSTRUCOCTOR.

A SACRED HISTORY.

External Evidences of the Truth of the Book of
Mormon.

BY THOMAS A. SIIREEVE.

Chapter I, Continued.

OSEPH SMITH had nettherthe time, the money northe edu-
cation which would have been necessary toenable him to
originate the Book of Murmon.  Ile never came in contact
with any person or with any book which could have given him
a hint upon which to found a fiction like the Book of Mormon
is alleged to be by its opponents.  In fact the most learned
seientists and antiquarians of Ameriea in the year 1827 (when
Joseph received the plates), were just beginning to get a hint
of the archaeological treusures which existed in Central Amer-
ica and in other portions of the Western Hemisphere,  Cer-
tainly what the most advanced students of science, listory and
archieology had not even antieipated, the nntanght farm lad
could not have known from any of the worldly sonrves. T
believe that it i not too mueh to gy that not even a news-
paper mention had been made anywhere in the United States
which could have given him a clue to this subject.

Joseph Smith had not been a student of theology, in a
worldly sense. At 14 years of age, as we see by a perusal of
his Lisgraphy, he was attracted to the subject of religion
because of the intense revival of feeling at that hour near his
howe. But befure he could unite himself with any one of the
scets lie was warned by the Divine visitation to withhold him
self from an alliance with any of the fulse ereeds of the day.
Tt is shown by his own words, as also by an abundauce of cor-
roboratory evidence, that from this mowent he ceased to athili-
ate with the so-ealled religious people of that Jocality. There-
fure, not having any considerable store of books, not coming
into active contact with the country ministers, not having any
means of communiecation with theological writers or thinkers,
Tie certainty was unable to obtain any worldly hints as to the
sublime faith which is outlined in the Book of Murmon.

There ig another proof quite as positive as all which have
preceded; and this proof is furnished by the moral character
of the young mau Joseph Smith. A person who could have
deliberately set to work at the age of 14 years, und have fol-
lowed his eourse during the fourteen years nest ensning—to
deccive his father and mother, his brothers and sisters, and all
those who loved him and with whom he was in daily assveia-
tion; a person who could have developed from his own mind
the Book of Mormon and a fulse systew of veligion to mislead
thousands of his fellow-men, wust have been a dark-minded
and versatile villain,  Was Joseph Swith this kind of a crea-
twe? Nou.  Until very recently the worst thing that has been
allesed against him was that le was ignorant, indolent and
mingled with low company.  Even these criticisms are ensily
dizproved, beeanse it is shown incontestibly that no one of
them was ever nttered against him until after he Lad wade
known to an envious minister of his neighborhood that he had
Leen the recipient ol an angelic visitation,  The trath is that,
s0 far from being led by evil influences, and so far from his
baving the uid of Satan in the development of this work,
Juseph Swith was one of the brightest and healthicst boys,
physically and mentally, which New Eneland ever produced.
TTe had no morbid taneies; he did not uurse any evil intent or

project in solitude; his life was open as the day; his conduet,
his cirenmstances and his character all unite to prove that he
was among the last persons who eould possibly have been
party to any snch wicked deception as the Book of Mormon
must be, if the allegations of its opponents are true.

After Joseph Smith obtained possession of the plates—
after e had endured such persecution as made his longer
residence at Manchester unsafe for himself and his sacred
charge—he went intv Pennsylvania, and there began the trans-
lation of the work by the aid of the Urim and Thummim.
Who were his assistants?  Did he there, early in this work of
translation, encounter any man who possessed the ability to
originate the Book of Mormon?  Such a thing is not even
snspeeted, even by the most sanguine opponents of the work.
The person who aided him most, and was most in Iiis company
at this time, was Martin Harris; and this man was but a rep-
resentative of all those who surrounded Joseph: plain, uncul-
tured and comparatively ignorant, so far as hooks and scholar-
ship were concerned. The first edueated person with whom
Joseph Smith came into personal contact was Oliver Cowdery;
but their first meeting did not take place nntil Joseph had
labored nearly a year and ahalf in the work ol translation, and
until he had been possessed of the plutes more than that time,
Oliver Cowdery, though a school teacher, had no general
knowledge snch as wonld have been necessary to fit him for
the aunthorship of the Book of Mormon. THis sole duty in his
profession was to teach the rudiments of education; and cer-
tainly hie could not be compared in point of general attainments
and diversified knowledge to the average village school-teacher
of to-day. And howimpossible it would be forauy yunng mao
or wuman, even o graduate of a uormal eollege, to originate a
wurk like the Book of Mormon!

The translation of the Book of Mormon was completed
and given to the world long before Joseph Smith
enconntered Sidney Rigdon; and dwing the interval of time
between his first vizit from Oliver Cowdery and the publiea-
tion of the completed book, it 1= not shown that he ever met.
or had any extensive communieation frou., any person possess-
ing greater worldly knowledge than Oliver Cowdery possessed.
The only commmuication, direct or indivect, which Joseph
Swith had with any scholar during his whole life up to the
time that the Book of Mormon wag printed and given to the
world, eame frowm the visit of Martin 1Tarris to Irofessors
Anthon and Mitchell at New York, And of thix visit 1 shall
epeak at length in another ehapter.

Frow the foregoing statements, detailed fully, we eau deduce a
plain and incontrovertible series of fucts:

First.  The Book of Mormon wus given to the world throngh
Joseph Swmith.

Second,  Joseph Smith had no earthly help in the author-
ship of' the work.
Third. Joseph Smith himselt' was not its author; and fur-

ther, his statemens of the divine origin of the work wmust be
aceepted as true,

So tar, this hwquiry has related only to Joseplt Smith and
his connection with the Book of Mormon.  To anather chap-
ter must e left the guestion of the history detailed i the
Bovk of Mormon; the plates, and the language with which
they were engraved, and the authentivity of that lauguage us
a tongue known to aneient inhabitants in these lands,

e o= —

Ler us he watchful against small sins, if we desive to be
preserved from greater; for we are trained by sing of weaker
evidence to sins of greuater guilt,
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	misery and sorrow which they inflicted upon two nations! We  do not know where a more vivid picture can be found of the  horrid effects which follow apostasy than is depicted in the  Book of Mormon in connection with the apostasy of Amaliekiah.
	They, however, turned round and accompanied President  Young and his brethren to the house of father Timothj' B.  Clark, near Far Y’cst. Early on the morning of the 26th of  April—the day mentioned in the revelation—a conference was  held, thirty-one persons were cut off from the Church, and the  Apostles and Saitos proceeded to the building spot of the  Lord s House, where Elder Cntler, the master workman of the  house, then re-commenced luyin» the foiindation, agreeably to  revelation, by rolling up a large stone near the sontli-east corner.  The following of the Twelve were present:—Brigham Young,  Heber C. Kimball, Orson Pratt, John E. Page and Joliu Tay­ lor, who proceeded to ordain Wilford PVoodruff and George A.  Smith to the office of the Twelve, to fill the places of those who  had fallen. Darwin Chase and Norman Shearer, (who had just  been liberated from Biehmond prison, and arrived the evening  previons,) were then ordained to the office of the Seventies,  The Twelve then offered np a vocal prayer in the following  order;—Brigdiam W>img, Ifeljer C. Kimball, Orsni l’ratt, John  I'o l’agc, John Taylor, Y'illord Y'oodrnfi', and George A, 





