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They “Shall Grow Together™: The
Relationship of the Book of Mormon, the
Bible, and the Joseph Smith Translation

JOSHUA SEARS

istorical divisions sometimes hinder the ability o see sub-
Hsmmial connections. Such is the case with two members of

the latter-day canon of scripturg, the Bible and the Book of
Mormon: many Latter-day Saints consider the Bible one thing and
the Nephite record guite another. Flowever, the Lord prophesied (o
loseph, son of Jacob: “*Wherefore, the fruit of thy loins shall write;
and the fruit of the loins of Judah shall write; and that which shall be
written by the fruit of thy loins, and also that which shall be written
by the fruit of the loins of Judah, shall grow together, unio the con-
tounding of false doctrines and laying down of contentions, and es-
tablishing peace among the froit of thy loins, and bringing them 1o
the knowledge of their fathers in the latter days, and also to the
knowledge of my covenants, saith the Lord™ (2 Nephi 3:121. In this
prophetic verse the Lord teaches Joseph of the latter-day importance
of both the Book of Mormon (written by the posterity of Joseph)
and the Bible {written by the posterity of Judah), It is elear that as
they “prow together” each will have a critical role in confounding
lalse doctrines, Jaying down conlentions, establishing peace, and
testoring knowledge of the Lord’s covepants with long-lorgotten an-
cestors: The Bible und the Book of Mormon are intricately related.
Further, as an inspired translation of the hiblical word, the Joseph
Smith Translation 15 tied in many respects 1o the Book of Mormon.

STUIERT SYMINGIUM 2004
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These connections come aboul through several historical, tex-
tual; und spiritual means: first, the Bible prepargs men for the Book
of Mormon; second, the Book of Mormon testifies of the Bible and
of the Jaseph Smith Transkation; third, the Joseph Smith Translation
clevates the Bible to a higher plane in which it can work more effec-
tively with the Book of Mormon to teach doctrine and testify of
Christy fourth, although the Joseph Smith Translation is the miain
work ol Biblical restoration, such work is also found in the Book of
Mormuon; and fifth, parallel material restored in both the Book of
Mormaon and the Joseph Smith Translation allows each to illuminate
the truths of the other. By understunding these relationships, we can
muore fully comprehend how the Bible and the Book of Mormaon
have become "one in thine hand™ { Ezekiel 37:17) through greater ways
than mercly sharing the same cover, They more alike than different.

THE BIBLE PREPARES FEQFLE FOR BURTHER LIGHT

There is no doubt that historically the Bible has been a force of
transcendent good. An angel told Nephi in vision that the words of
the Bible “are of great worth unto the Gentiles” (1 Nephi 13:23), Why
has the Bible been so important? For one, it has prevented the world
from sinking even further than it already has into the abyss of apos-
tasy. Elder Bruce R McConkie noted: " The Bible is the book of books,
It has done more, with greater numbers of people, 10 preserve
Christian culture, uphold gospel ethics, and teach troedoctrine than
any other book ever writlen, many fimes over,”' 1t s significant that
in Nephi's panoramic vision ol the history of this continent, and
even i our abrdged version of what he saw, his angel-guide devioted
preat Ume o the Bible and its role in this lnstory {(see | Nepho
L 3=14 ), Mo other Doek has had such an influence an people through-
out the centures.
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Additionally, one of the most important roles of the Bible s its
ahility to prepare men to hear the greater light of the restored gospel,
Elder McConkie also wrote; "OF itselfl this volume of ancient scrip-
ture bears witness of Christy teaches his doctrines, and leads good
people everywhere 1o live by higher standards, But what is equally,
perhaps even more, important in the long run s that the Bible pre-
pares men for the Book of Mormaon and therefore for beliel m living
prophets who have power both to teach the truth and o administer
the ardinances of salvation.”

It is no coincidence that almost every early member ol this
Church, from Joseph Smith to Parley P Pratt, was drawn to the gospel
because of a love of the Bible. Even today missionaries are better able
to teach those who already have belief in God and Christ through
reading the Bible. Those who truly love its divine message recognize
that same spirit in the Book of Mormon and find it easy to embrace.

Also of critical note, however, 15 that the Bible is imperfect
Primary children are familiar with the eighth Article of Faith: "We
believe the Bible to be the word of God as far as it is translated cor-
rectly” As emphatically as the Book of Mormon declares the hibhical
miessape 1o be true, it also warns that it has not come to the world in
its fullness. The angel warns through Nephi that “thae great and
abominable church, which is most abominable above all other
churches . . . [has| taken away from the gospel of the Lamb many
parts which are plain and mest precious; and also many covenants of
the Lord have they taken away™ {1 Nephi 13:26), What have been the
effectsof this tmpering with the Bible? "An exceedingly preat many
do stumble, yea, insomuch that Satan hath great power over them”
{1 Nephi 13:29). So while the Bible has been of great benefit o the
world, the removal of plain and precious truths has been a stumbling
block, and one with serious consequences. The Bible's own incom-
pleteness is a tostimony of the nead for further revelation—includ-
ing the Book of Mormen and the Joseph Smith Translation (18T
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THE BOOK OF MORMON 18 THE KEYSTONE WITNESS

The Prophet Joseph Smith called the Book of Mormon “the key-
stone of our religion. [t serves this purpose in one sense because it
is the foundation upon which the entive latter-day work rests., 1f the
book 15 true, ull else is true; if false, all else 15 false, OF particular im-
portance in this role of keystone is the Book of Mormon's preap-
pointed purpose of testifving of the overall truthfulness of the Bible.
Consider the words of its authors;

4| beheld other books [including the Book of Mormon|, which
came forth . . . ouoro the convineing . . . that the records OF the
prophets and of the twelve apostles of the Lamb are true. And
[ they | shiall estalalish the trath of the first™ (1 Nepha 13:39-40),

"N these Hikngs were written . that the seed ol this people may
miore fully believe hisgospel [the Biblel, which shall go forth umio
them™ { Mormon 512, 15),

“For hehold, this is written for the intent that ye may believe that
{itie Bible |" {Mormoen 7:9].

And fimally, the words of Elder McConkie: “Indeed, the Book of
Mormon itself came forth for the express purpose of ‘proving to the
world that the holy seriptures are true) (D&C 20:11.) By "holy scrip-
tures’ is here meant the holy Bible™

The Book of Marmon validates this truth both by directly stat-
ing that the Bible is true and by the hundreds of references to bibli-
cal people, events, ideas, and locations.

As has been seen, however, the Book of Mormon also 1estifies
that the Bible has only been preserved in a difuted state, It is these
wiirnings that make the Book of Mormon nol only a keystone wil-
ness of the Bible but also a singular testament of the ST
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Understanding of the JST dépends on a concurrent understanding of
the Book of Mormon, which #ives the clearest revealed scripture
from God on the subject of biblical cormuption.” Latter-day Saint
scholar Robert |, Matthews has explained that "without the view-
point of the Book of Mormon, neither scholar nor lavman, even in
the Church, would sense the magnitude of the depletion of the
Bible."™

In relationship to the 15T, the Book of Mormon fulfills ane of its
roles ws keystone by boldly testifying of the need and purpose of an
inspired restoration of the Bible: During Nephi's vision of the last
dlays the angel told him, “Neither will the Lord God suffer that the
Genattles shall forever remain in that awful state of blindness . . [but|
shall make known the plain and precious things which have been
taken away from them" (1 Nephi 13:32, 401, All modern revelation
rests upon the truth found within the Book of Mormon—"the key-
stone of our religion”—and this s especially true of the loseph Smith

Translation,

THE JOSEPH SMITH TRANSLATION ELEVATES THE BIBLE TO A
HIGHER PLANE

With the Book of Mormon establishing the context for an in-
spired translation, one is ready o see just how the IST fulfills its role
of restoring the plain and precious truths that were removed. The
Lord told Joseph of Egypt in 2 Nephi 312 that the Bille and the
Book of Marmon would grow together unto the confounding of
False doctrines, the laying down of contentions, the establishing of
peace, dnd the restoring of knowledpe of the Lord’s covenants with
ancient patriarghis. Any student of the Book of Mormon will readily
see its ability to fulfill all these prophetic requirements. But is the
Bible as the world has it today an ¢ffective companion o the Book of
Mormon to accaomplish the Lord’s work? True, the Bible has done
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untold good, but is it capable of being “established in one™ (1 Nephi
1341 with “the most correct of any beok on earth”?” How can the
Book of Mormon be completely at one with a book that suffers from
the deliberate semoval of truth by men who made these changes that
“they might pervert the right ways of the Loed, that they might blind
the eyes and harden the hearts of the children of men™? (1 Nephi
13:27),

The IST is the answer. While the Bible 15 capable to some degree
of fulfilling this prophecy, its effectiveness is hindered by, in the
words of loseph Smith, “ignorant translators, careless transoribers; or
designing and corropt priests [who| have committed many errors.™
The ST gives correct translations; complete transcriptions, and cor-
rections for many of these errors. It amplifies and expounds upan
the spicitual truths presented in the Bible and enables it to better tul-
fill the prophecy of the Lord to Joseph of Egypt.

The JST 15 even implied as the fullillment of this prophecy when
the entire chapter of 2 Nephi 3 is viewed in context, The theme of
this chapter s restoration—the revealing anew of thar which had
been lost, The central figure of this work i the Prophet Joseph
Smith, who was commissioned by the Lord “1o work mighty won-
ders, and do that thing which is greal in the sight of God, unto the
Iringing to pass much restoration unto the house of Tseael™ (2 Mephi
3:24), Much of the chapter deals with the Prophet's restorition of the
words of the fruit of the loins of Joseph—the Book of Mormon,
Within the chapter, however, i the previously cited prophecy aboul
the Bible, Knowing that these prophecies deal with the Prophet
Joseph Smith and his work as a restorer, one Gan see that thiy
prophecy 15 closely connected with such work. And the ]8T is, of
course, the Prophet's primary work of biblical restoration. A brief
overview here will demonstrate that the ST is more than capable of
mieeting the prophetic requirements ol 2 Nephi 3:12 and that it en-
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ables the Bible to more easily be “established in one” with the Book
of Mormon,

The confounding of false doctrines. The Prophet joseph Smith
said: “There are many things in the Bible which do not, as they now
stand, aceord with the revelations of the Holy Ghost 1o me.™ It seems
that if an incomplete and altered Bible is the source of false doctrines,
then an mspired restoration and revision would logically place great
emphasis on the dissemination of correct doctrinal primciples; The
IST does just that, Space does not permit 3 complete examination of
the restored docirines m the [ST, but they include the premortal
ministry of Jesus Chirist, the falland nature of Satan, the life of Enoch
and his ancient city Zion, the clarification of cunﬁ.lsing passages re-
lating to the personality of God, and other doctrines such as the age
of accountability and the necessity of the Fall of Adam and Eve. The
primary rale of any scripture is o be @ witness of Jesus Christ, and
the IST emphasizes His divinity frequently and forcefully.”

The restoration of doctrine by the Prophel Joseph Smith in his
transiation of the Bible included a greater purpose than merely
restoring biblical text. 1t served as the means of making known these
doctrines for the Birst time o this dispensation.”’ Robert |, Matthews
noted:

Every member of the Church since 1831 Has been influepced in
some way by the Joseph Smith Translation of the Bible, even if he
or she has never heaed of iF and does not know even one correctad
verse: This 15 true because - many: of the doctrines and practices of
the Chureh were [t made Kieowin, or enlirged upon, theough the
Frophet's transkation of the Bible These mclode the age of ac-
contability at eight years, the degrees of glory, the ministry of
B hvamd Jus city, the concept of Zon, and docteine of premaor-
tal existence. The [T s not just o better Bible 00 s o major vehicle

of the Restorion,”
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In other words, the Prophiel’s work was not merely a casual pas-
time in which he added already-revealed doctrines to the biblical
word; rather, it was a primary source for latter-day doctring, as much
as the Book of Mormen or the Doctrine and Covenants. It 15 clear
that the Joseph Smith Translition does indeed work unto “the con-
tounding of false doctrines™ (2 Nephi 3:12) as the prophecy to Joseph
stafes. " ln pne sense of the word,” Eldir McConkie said of the |5T, it
is the crowning part of the docirinal restoration””’

The laying down of contentions and the establishing of peace. 11 is
well lonown that disparate versions of the Bible and the subsequent
sécular traditions loosely based upon it have caused much con-
tention. Joseph Smith recorded the bickering of his day:

For, notwithstanding the great love which the converts to these dif-
ferent faiths expressed af the Hime of their conversion, - ., 0L wid
seen that the seemingly good (eelings of both the priests and the
converts were nigre pretended than real; fora scene il greal com-
fusion and bad feeling ensied—prigst contending agoinst priesi,
anved convert against converts so that all their good Feebings vne for
another, if they ever had any, were entirely lostin astrife of waords

and @ contest about LIRS

Seb preat were the confusion and strife simonge the different dendm-
inations, that it was impassible for o person young as | was, and so
ursacquaintid with mien and things, to.come to any certain conclu-

siom whe was right and who wis wrong,

The geachers of religion of the different sects understood the same
pussages ol seriptore so differently as 1o destroy all confidence in
setthing the question by ain appeal to the Bible {luseph Smith—
History 1:6, 8, 12}
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History has demonstrated how mistranslations and misinterpre-
tations of the Bible have given rise to countless churches, While My
of these claim the Bible as the primary source of theiv doctrine and
practices, few canagree on how o interpret fundamental theclogy.
“The Bible,” Elder MceConkie noted, *is indeed the perlect tool 1o
suppart every conceivable doctrinal view."" The |ST, however, does
much to remove the stumbling blocks created by the great and abomi-
nable church. It has previously been shown that the ST restores
many doctrinal truths, Consequently, the knowledge and application
of these truths can put to rest many of the contentions arising from
worldly Bibles. For example, many churches have conflicting views
over the nature or necessity of infant baptism. Much of this conflict
could have been prevented had the restored account of J5T, Genesis
17:11 been preserved: *Children are not accountable before me until
they are eight vears old” For the Latter-day Saints, the 15T works to
the “laying down of contentions, and establishing peace™ (2 Nephi
3:12) through its simple truths and revealing clarifications.

The bringing of knowledge of our fathers and the Lord’s cove-
nants, The |ST restores vast amounts of information about the
Biblical patriarchs. The lives of Adam, Enoch, Noah, Melchizedek,
Abraham, and others are expanded upon with a clarity unmatched
by any other source. The JST, for example, has eighteen times the
mumber of verses concerning Enoch than found in other Bibles!”
The JST shows that each patriarch was taught the fullness of the
gospel, was baptized, and was ordained to the priesthood. Robert |
Matthews moted: "There is 0 conifnuity in the account of the [ST
Genesis that 35 not found in any other Bible. The IST gives an ac-
count of the carly patriarchs in gospel context and setting, [which in-
cluded | the fulness of the gospel, the priesthood, and faith in lesus
Christ and the same covenant.™" This “covenant™ refers to the prom-
ises of the Lord w ¢ach patriarch. The King fames Yersion can leave

one with the impression that each patriarch was separate from the
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rest i matters of time, location, and gospel understanding. From the
IST it can be seen thar “there was o continuity in the way the gospel
was handed down and communicated from one generation to an-
other.”” Each time the Lord made a covenant with Adam'’s descen-
dants, the [ST points out that He wis renewing the same covenant
He had already made with other prophets. The 18T truly helps fulfill
the Lord's promise that the Bible would bring us "o the knowledge
of |our] lathers in the latter days, and also to the knowledge ot | His|
covenants” (2 Nephi 3:12),

It is not difficult to see that the JST allows the Bible to approxi-
mute the Book of Mormon in terms of correctness. This being estab-
lished, a further examination can e made-as to how the ]8T of the
Bible and the Book of Mormaon fulfill their roles with respect to cach

other,

PLAIN AND BPRECHOUS TRUTES WENE RESTOREL

The IST restores truths that were once in the Bible but are now
missing, whether those truths are doctrinal or historical, The Book
af Marmaon, however, is a new record of a distinet people. Although
there are exceptions, its primary task was not that of restoring actual
biblical text. Hugh Nibley noted:

[ The Buook of Marmoss) PurpTse wias not 1o restorne these lost
passages ol the Bible, | And the great dovirimal teachings—such
s those ol Alma; Nephi, Ammon, Moroni, Mormion—are all di-
rech revelations, They are not restored from old books, . Bor il s
the Pearl of Great Price [which includes purt ol the J8T| alond 1o
dite that restores preciois parts that were remeved from the

sevipture!
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The Book af Mormon does quote portions of the Bible, For ex-
ample, Nephi includes over a dozen chapters of [saiah, and Jacob in-
cludes Zenos's olive tree allegory. If the Book of Marmon is primarily
designed to be o new witness and the |5T o be the primary restorer
of pure bihlical text, why would the Lind include these chapters that
seemingly belong more to the |5T? That has never been revealed.
There are, however, some possible explanations, including both con-
text and use.

Context, If the Lord knew that the inspired, original biblical text
needed to be brought forth in the latter days, He would have had sev-
eral mechanisms available to accomplish this task. The J5T, Book of
Mormon, Pearl of Great Price, and éven Doctrine and Covenants
{far example, section 7 ) all contain lost Bible text to one extent or an-
other. Though the primary means of revealing this text is the [ST, the
Book of Mormon authors may have been inspired to include parts
simply becanse it made sense to doso in the context of their teschmgs.
For example, if Nephi wanted to discuss lsash's messianic prophe-
cies, it would have been logical to include them in his commentary,

Use. Another possibility as to why some material may fall out-
side of its normal sphere may be that the Lord knew just which books
would be used the most, For example, the [ST was lirgely unused by
the Church for over a century, while the Book of Mormon was of
course wholeheartedly accepted and taught, Perhaps one reasan that
the Tsaiah chapters, for example, are in the Book of Mormon is be-
cause by placing them there the Lord knew that they would be read
and studied—at least more often than if they were in the JST. Monte 8.
Nyman has pointed out that "of the 425 separate verses of Isaiah
which are quoted in the Book of Mormon, 291 say something about
the attributes or mission of Jesus Christ.”” In other words, these are
particularly rmportant passages, worthy of attention,



186 Joshiea Séary

THE WORKS COMPLEMENT EACH OTHER

Although for the most part, the |ST and the Book of Mormon
have different sources for their text, their teachings are interrelated,
and the work of ene complements the work of the other. To under-
stand this relationship, one must remember the main source of the
Nephite seripture: the plaws of brass, Robert |, Matthews has
demonstrated that "the contents of the Joseph Smith Translation,
having received the touch of restoration through the hand of the
prophet of God, resemble the doctrinal content of the brass plates
more fully than do those of any other Bible."™ Evidence for this can
be found by looking at quotations from the brass plates, as cited by
the Nephites, and comparing them to changes made by Joseph Smith
in his inspired translation (for example, compare 2 Nephi 3:6-17 and
JST, Genesis 50:26-35). Remember that the brags plates came inta
the protective custody of the Nephite record keepers before the scrip-
tures were corrupted—and the 18T 80 work to restoré the scriptures
to this original state,

What is the significance of this relationship? 1t is now possible 1o
view the frequent Nephite commentary on the plates of brass as ap-
plicable to the JST. This is a powerful idea, A modern reader can
study both the commentary provided by a Nephite prophet on an
event or idea aswell as the original record of this event or idea in the

IST. Robert L, Millet has outlined six examples of such connections:

LT he fall o Luacidur 2 Nephi 2:17-18: Moses 4:1-4)

2. The Creation, Fall, and Atoswermemt (2 Nephi 2:22; Moses
5 00-11)

3, The origin of seceet combimations | Helaman 52627,
Mises 5:16-55)

4, The prophecies of Jeseph {2 Nephi 401<3; )51, Genesis
S 4-35)
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5 Abraham's knowledge of the Messiah {Helaman 81617
IST, Genesis | 3:9=12)

i The minlstry of Melchizedek (Alma 13:1-19%; 157, Genesis
4:25-40]"

To understand how these relationships function, examine the
third example with regard 1o secret combinations, Mormon in the
hook of Helaman outlines the history of the Gadianton robbers, not-
ing their earliest roots, He tells of how Sawan “did plot with Cain, that
if he would murder his brother Abel it should not be known unto the
warld. And he did plot with Cain and his followers from that time
forth” [ Helaman 6:27), Here Mormon bases his ideas on his knowl-
edge of the brass plates. The IST then provides morve detailed infor-
mation about this event;

“tod Satin said o Caing Swear unto me by thy throat, and i
thow tell it thou shalt die; . . cand this day 1 will deliver thy brother
Abel into thing hands” (Moses 5:24),

“Wherefure the Lord cursed |, - ool them that had covenanted with
Satan; for they kept not the commandments of God, and a1 dis-
pleased God, and e mimsiered oot umte them, anid their works
were ghaminations, and began to spread among all the sons of

men” [ Moses 5520,

These verses are just two instances oul of an entire chapter dis-
cussing Cain, Satun, and the rise of secret combinations, As another
example, let us look at point 6 (regarding Melchizedek ). Alma 13450
disgcussion on priesthood and its attributes; and referénce is made to
Melchizedek and his greatness as a priesthood holder, Alma con-
cludes his remirks by noting that of priesthood holders, "None were
greater; therefore, of him they have more particularly made mention,
Now | need not rehearse the matter; what 1 have said may suffice.
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Behold, the scriptures are before you” (Alma 13:19-20; emphasis
added ). The “scriptures” Alma refers toand indeed bases his sermon
on seem 1o be the record of Melchizedek Found in J8T Genesis
s 254, which gives o wealth of information on this great seer who
“stopped the mouths of lions, and quenched the violence of fire”
(IST, Genesis 14:26), The concepts in this restored account even
seem 1o be the basis of much of Paul’s priesthood discussion. in
Hebrews:

The point of these examples is clear; there i much for the reader
tor learn by on examination ol both the 15T and the Nephite vision of
the events that transpired. Study the source in the [ST (brass plates)
alone and there is much to learn; study the commentary in the Book
of Mormon alone and there is much to learn, But study both to-
vether and each actsas a lens to magnily the geeater truths of the
other, Used in this way, do the Bible and the Book of Mormon not
become “established i one™? Do they not “grow together™? Do they
nol confound false doctrines, lay down contentions, establish peace,
and restore knowledge of the Lord's covenants with the prophets and
patriarchs back to the first dispensation? The answer is ves—each
helps in learning “line upon line, precept upon precept” (DE&C 98:12).

In summary, the Book of Mormon, the Bible, and the [ST have
many refationships:

1. The Bible prepares men for the Book of Mormon,

2. The Book of Mormon testifies of the Bible and explains the
peed for the [5T.

30 The ]8T helps the Bible t work more effecively with the
ook of Mormui,

4. Thie JST is the primary sowrce of restored billical texy, Lt
there are meaningful exceptions in other works of .u:.ri.lﬂ Lre,

5. The Bk of Maemoi ard the JST oiler parallel teschings

that help one 1o better understand the other
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Above all else, the Book of Mormon and the JST are testaments

of the Savior, The Book of Mormon title page explains that ot owas
brought forth "o the ¢convinang . . . that Jesus is the Cririst, the
Erernal Gon™ and the Bible, especially Joseph Smith's inspired ver-

siom, is clearly meant 1o do the same, The Lord called these two
worksa “testimony of two nations [as] a witness unbo you thatlam

God” (2 Nephi 29:8). By studying both of these monumental works

wiven through the Prophet Joseph Smith, one can more greatly un-
derstand the Lord’s plan for dach one of His children and giin

areater faith in the mission and divinity of Jesus Christ.
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