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175 

They "Shall Grow Together": The 
Relationship of the Book of Mormon, the 
Bible, and the f oseph S1nith Translation 

JOSHUA SEARS 

H 
tstoricnl divisions sOmetin1es hind~r the Hbility to sel' suh­
swntial .:onnections. SiJCh is 1he c.isc with two members oi 
1hc luu<:r-day c:;1non ofscril)ture. thc Bihle and 1hc 80()k of 

Monnon: many LaHcr-(fay Saims consider the Bible one thing .1nd 
the Ncphitc record 4ui1c unotlicr. I lowcvtr. I he Lord prophl'sicd 10 
Jost·ph, son of Jacob: "Wherefore. 1hc frui 1 of lh)• loin~ sh,111 write; 

nnJ the fruit of the loins of Judah shall write; and lha l which sh,,11 he 
written by the fruit of thy loins, and also I hat which ~hull be written 
by the fruil t>f the loins <>f fu tlah, shall g-row 1oge1·her; unto 1hc cnn• 
founding of false doctrines and laying down of conlent,ons, and e,<­
t;bl i~hi ns peace Jmon~ I he fruil of tliy loins. ,md ln·ini;ing them 10 

the knowledge of their (athers in Lhe halter days.., and al.so lo tJ1e 

knowledge of my covellUnts, saith tl1c Lo,'J" (2 Nephi 3:12). In this 

prophetic v,ersc the L1>rd tcm.:he,; Joseph of thc-lJtter-day importance 

or both 1hc Rook of M(1nnon (wl'IUcn by lite posterity of J~,seph\ 
and the Bil:>lc (wriucn by lhc postcl'ity of fudah). It is deal' that os 
they .. grow toge,hcr:' each wiU ho.we J crili,.,I rolr in confoundfog 

lalS4.· Juc1dru.1s} li1yini:; down conten1ions) t.·st1lhlishiri.g peace, ;:1nd 
,·estol'ing krtowl~dgc t>f t Ill' l.ord's , ,,vc11nnts with lun~-forgotten :in­
ces1ors. The Bible and 1hc Book of Mon111111 nre intric~tcly rel,itecl 
Purthc1•, us ~Ill in:.pired tmnsl.Hion of the hihlicJI word. the fo$Cph 

Smith Tr;msh1tion is tied in many rcspecls to the Book of Mormon. 
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·nicsc tono<:Ctio1Js com" about thl'ot1gh scvcrul historlC-.1), lcx­

luat. and spirjtual means: llrsl, the Bible prcµ,tt,·s men for tJ,c llook 

of Mt-'m1on, st.•tonJ, the Ut"l-ok of Monnon testifies of the Oiblt: Jn<l 

of the Joseph Smith Transl;uion; third, the Joseph Smith Trnnsl,llion 
elevates tho llihlc tu a higher pl<111c in which it rnn work nwrc effu:­
tiwly with the 8()()k of Mormon lo leach doctrine and t<·slit)· of 
Christ; fourth, nlthough the )OSCJ)h Smith Translation is the main 
work ol Biblkal rcstmali1>n, such w<ork is also fow,d iu lhe Book or 
M1,m1on: and liftl1, Jl.1r.llld mutcrial rc,tored in l>oth the lk,ok !lf 

Mormon and lht.· Joseph Snuth Trnoslatr<>n alfows e1-1..:h lo illumim1tc 
the truths of the other. lly uriJcrstunJing those rd,uionshiµs, we ,,,n 

mun· fL1lly com prclwnd how the lliblc anJ the Book pf Mimnoo 
hal'c b,-con1c "one hi thine hanJ " (Ezekiel 37: 17) through gn·•tcrways 

thon rnc-rcly sharing the same cover. They more aUke th-an different. 

J'Hb 111111 l 1'1(~.l'Altl:S t•U)l!Lb ~Oil l'UltrHER Ll(;H'I 

There is >HJ doubt th,11 hb1or,k11Jl y the lliblc ha, l>ec11 J force of 
1 ronsccndent good. An angel told Ncph i in vision thai the words of 
th,• Rihlc ",u·c ul i;rc.11 wor1h utllu the Gcntilt'l>'' ( I Nephi 13:2,l). Why 
has the J3iblc been so important! for one. it has prevented the world 
from ,11,kin11 evc11 furi hcr thun ii u!rcudy h;1s into tf1c 11byss of ,1110,­

rnsy. Elder Bruce R. McConkie 11<11cd: '''rhe Bible is the hvok ,,fb1111ks. 

IL ha:.. clnne nmr~. wilh greater niun(lt"rs of peoplt!. to prcsel'vt 

Christinn culture. uphold ,zospol ethics, and teach true doctrine tl1uo 
.1ny ,,1hcr hook c:verwrittcn, m,1ny 1imes over,"• It is ~ig11ifit.111t 1ba1 

in Ncphi's p:morn1111, vision ol the history of this ,ontinenl. and 

t;ven ii, Qur J.britl_g.c<l version or what hL' saw, bis Jngd-gu i<lc <le,1Qt1.:tl 

great llmt tL., lhc Blbk ·i.tnd i1~ role in ,his hislory ( SL-C I Ncvhi 
l 3-1 •I). No otl,cr ix>ok hJs l>Jd such a.n inJlucnc,• on Jl<'i>f>le l11rough­
Ot1t llk c<:nturics. 



Addition.Illy, ,me of tho n\OSI important roles of the llibk i~ ii.< 

ahilily lo prepare mca lo ht"Or the greater light of the rc~tor<:d g<»pd. 

Elder Mc.Cookie also wrote: "Of itsdf I hi,; volun1c of ancient scrip­

t mo bems witness of Chnst, teaches his d0ttrines, and lends good 

pcoplc·cverywhere to livr b)' higher standards. But wh,11 is <XlUilll)', 
perhops evcll more, important in the long run Is 1ha1 th" Bible pre­

pares men for the Book of Mormon •nd l11c_rcforc for belief in living 
prophets who huve ~wer both to teach the trulh and 10 administer 

lhC' ordjnances Of .salvaLiOn.'1
• 

It is no coincidence thnt almost every early member ol 1his 
Church, from Joseph Smith 1t1 Parley II Prjtt, wa, dmwn m the 1,ospcl 
because oJ' a love or the Bible. Even today missionaries :.ire hel tcr able 
10 teach those wh,, olr.:ady have belief in God 1111d Chri.s1 1hr11ugh 
rending the Bible. TI1ose 1vho truly love its divine message rl.'l:ognize 
1 hat sam~ &pirit in the Book of Mormon Jnd tinJ iL easy lO cmbrncc. 

AIS-O of cl'itkal nott, however, is th;it the lliblt is imperfect. 
Primary childrtn ,,re fumiliar with the eighth Article of F<Lith: "We 
believe the Bible to. be the word ol God ns for Js ii is translated co,·­

·rectly." As emphatically ,,s the Book <Jf Mormon <kcla res the bihlirnJ 
ml's.sage 10 he Lrue. i l also \vatns- tlu1t lt h:a!; not comi! to I he world in 
its Fullness. The angel warns through N,•ph.i that "11"11 gr,•at Jnd 

abominable d1urd1. which ls most nl>ominablc ,1bovc all other 
churdws ..• I has J 1.,lu,n away from I he sospel of the L..imb mnny 
parts whlt·h u-re pin.in and most pr~l'i<>uS: and also mn ny cmienJ.nt5 or 
Lh<· Lord lwvc Uiey lnkcn uway" ( I Nephi 13:26), Whal have been the 
dTCcLs of this 1ampcrin8 wilh the Bible? "An Cxteedin~ly grebt many 
do.stumble, yen, insomuch th,11 Sntnn hath grNt PO"'tl' o,~r thcm" 
(I Nephi 13:2~). So while the Bible has been of great benefit 10 th~ 
world, I he rt.1m(NJI ()f pl,1in unJ precic:tu,i;. t11Jths h11:, hecn 1J sl umbling 
block, and one wilh seri<>us consequences. The Bible's own incom .... 
)ill:1cncs,, is, tcstjmony of th~ need for further rcvdnlion- indu(l 

i11i; the Book of Mormon ,md the loseph Smith Translation cJST\. 
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TII E ll(JOK or M0RMON IS TIIE Kl!YST(JNE WlTN ESS 

The Prophet Jos.,ph Smilh culled ,he Book of MoYmun "the key­

stone ()t' our religion.'" 11 ~ rves this: purp()se in on~ sense h«au~e ii 
is lhc fow,c.fo 1ion u1Jon \.\1hich the cu1lrc lautr-d~1y wor'= .-es1s. If the 
book i~ ll'Ue, 1tll else is true: ir false, all clic i~ fulsc. Of particular im­

p('>rtancc in thh rhlt: of Jwys:tone i.i. the Book of Mormon's pl'c-.1p­

ruintc<l purpuse of tesiifying ol the ,;ivernll lruth fu lnes~ of 1he Bihle. 

Con:;i<ler the wonls of its uuthc,rs: 

"'I beheld ot.ht!.r book~ lindudjn~ 1hc l\(K>k or .Mornll>nJ, which 

t;,Uflt' fr)FII I • • Ullltl tht< t.:011\'illd tlij. •• , lh,lt flH' rct.1,Ud.!i u( lht• 

p1'upheLS aod vf the l\\'elw :1postl~ 01 1he L..iunb ur~ I l'U<-. Aud •.. 

l1heyl sh.,U esinhli, h th< tr11lh ,,r 1hc f,n,1" ( I Nephi 13:.19--40). 

"Now th c:,,C 1hhtg~ \'<Crt wrim.:11 . _ 1h:11 1hc ~c~J tlf 1hli. }'1,.'t1plt.• mny 

mor< full)' bclicvc h,s-~ospcl Jlhe JJible!, which sh,,11 go 1or1h umo 

thcm"IMormon S:12. 1;). 

'
1For hdwlJ, 1h~ i,; wfit11.·ll for lht.• i111e11t 1ha1 re TilJ}' believe that 

I 1hc Bible I" {Mormon 7:'1). 

And lin,illy, 1he wo1·cls of f'.IJ<r Mt<~nkie-: " lnJeeu. lhe Roo~ of 

Monnoo iu;clf rnmc for1h fo1• th(· cxprc.:ss purpol-it' of 'pnwing tn tlw 
world thnt llw holy scriplurcs ure lrue.' ( D&C 20: 11 ,) lly ' holy scrip­
ture.' is he,t ,.,cunt the holy Bible.''' 

The Book of Mt1rmon validates this tmth ho1h by direttly stdt­

rng 1h,,1 the Bible is Jruc u11d bv the hundreds o( refrrentes 10 bibli­

<..--a l pcor1k, <·wn ls, idcas1 Jnd loL1:1tions. 
As has bctn seen. however, Lhe Oook of Murn'lon also lCsuflcs 

th,11 1lw Bible hus only hten prcS<?rve<l in ,t J ilutet.l <late. Ii b 1h,•;c 

warning$ 1hu1 make the Book of Mormon no1 onlr a keystone wil-
11ess Clf lhc llible but also a. singular le>1,u11cn1 of 1he IS'I. 



Tli<J• "Slu11/ Grow Toi,,the,·'' ••• /7!1 
- - -----------
UnderstanJing of the JST depends: on a concurren L unJeJ·stunding of 

the Book of Mormon, which_ gives the d earest revealed scritm1re 
fr,m1 God (lll the subject 1>f biblical rnrnq>1 ion.' L.1UcHl;1)' Snim 
schola r Robert f. Manhews has cxpfa1ncd tba1 "wiLbout u,c v1ew­
poir11 of I he Book of Mormon, neither scholar nor lnyman, even i,1 
th,· Church. would sense the magnitude ul 1hc dcplt·1 iu11 c,f the 
Bit)lt:.''1• 

In relaLi,msbip 1<> the JS'J', the llook of Mormon fulfill~ one of its 
mks ilS keystone by bolJ ly 1csi ifying of the- n,·ecl "nJ pt1rf>0Se of an 

inspired restoracion of the Bible. During Ncphi's vision of the l~st 
Jay, the angd .tt,IJ hjm, "NciLhcr will Lhc L,ml God suffc,· that 1hc 

Gentiles shall forever remain in that awful state of blindness . •. (bull 

shall make known 1hc pl.1in and prcdous things which haw qeen 
1aken away from them" ( I Nephi I 3:J2. 40). All modern revelation 
rests upon tho I ruth found within 11,e !look of Mornwn- "1hc key, 

sion<· of our reli~ion" -and this as especially true of the Joseph Smith 
rranslal it'm. 

TIIE )QS!i'PH SMITfl TRANSLATION el EV/ITES Tl IE 11 1111.n TO 1\ 

I HG HER PLAN~ 

With 1hc llnok o f Mormon esrnhlish ing the cnn1ex1 for an in 
spireJ trnnslnti,)n, one is ready to sec just how the JST fulnlls ils role 
ol' rcstcu•ing the plain nnd precious tni lhs thilt wc,·c rc,nowd. The 
Lord t<>l,1 J<>scph of Egypt in 2 Nephi .l:12 1lm the llibk JnJ 1he 
Book or Mom1<)n would grow lcJge1her unto the confQunding of 
fal.s.c doctrinc."S, lhc laying down of contentions.. the establishing of 

µca~e. un<l lh~ r~storing or kno\vle.dgc o( tlu· LordS c.ovenants wllh 
,md,·,11 p.uJ'i,,rchs. Any student of the Book of Mormon will readily 

s,·c its ability 10 rullill 1111 th(·SC f>rophNk rcqulrcnwnts. But b the 
Bible as the wol'ld has it today d O clTectlve companion to the Book uf 
Mo, mon IQ accom plish 1he Lord's work! 'True. 1he Bible has d(>ne 
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untold good, bu1 is ii cap:1ble of being "cst.ihlishcd in one" ( I Nephi 
IJ:,11) with "the most correct of any book on ea1th"/' llow can the 
ll< 10k 11f Motm,,n Ix: completely a1 unl' wi1h a book I hn I ,uffors from 
lhc ddibcrnlc rnnov.il of lrulh by men who m.1d,· these change; thal 
"1hc)' migh1 pcrverl 1hc tighl ways of 1hc Lord, 1h,111h~y 111igh1 blind 

1he eyes ,md harden the hc,irl.S of the childre11 of lllt'1f 1? ( I Nephi 

JJ:27). 

The JSr is ihe nnsw<'r, While 1he Bible is c;apablc to some degree 
of fu lfil ling tl1is prophecy, il< effectiveness is hindered by, in ihe 
words of Joseph Smith, "lgnornnt translators> careless 1.ranscribers, or 

dc,igning and co1 rupl priests lwhol h,wc .-om milled many errors:• 
The 1ST gives correct 1ranslJtlons, complc1e 1ranscnp1ions, and t!>r· 
rc~lions lbr 111;,ny of lhc.sc errors. Ji nmplilies nnd ~,cpt11m\ls upon 
lhcspiritu• l trulhs presented in the Bible ond enables ii to better ful. 

till the prophcq• of the Lord 10 Joseph ofEgypl. 
The JST 1s even 11nphed as lhe t'ul611ment ol this prnphecr when 

the e-n tfre thaplcr ur :2 Nephi 3 is viewed in t:onlcxt, The theme of 
lhis chapter is reswration-th,· revealing anew of thal whid1 had 
b<,cn IO!il. The ccnLral fib'llre of 1his work is 1he Prophc.1 loscph 
~milh, , .. •ho wa.s commis.siont'CI hy tht· Lord "to work mighly won­
\icrs, a11d cfo IIHII 1hl11g wh ich is g1'l.'al i11 t ill' sigh! of C.od, uuto 1h,• 
hringing le, puss n,uch restoration u1110 Lhc house of lsr'1d" (2 Nephi 
3:24). Mui:h of 1hc d1,11>1er <ltnls wilh 1hc Prophet's res1om1ion of 1h,• 
words of 1hr fruil of the luins of Joseph-the Rook of Mormon. 
Within the <hap1cr, however, is the previously cited prophcc)' ub,Jul 
1hc Ribk. Knowing that these prophecies deal with the Prophet 
Joseph Sm ilh ,md his work as ,I rcs1orcr. one ,an ,e,: that 1his 
proph<')' is closely connoctcd wit h such W(lrk. And 1he JST is, of 
cour1ic, 1hc Proph<.<Cs primary work tJf biblirnl restoration. A brief 

overview here will demuaslralc that the IS'I is more than capable of 
meelini; tbc prophctil rtquir~menls of 2 Ncphj 3:U ond 1bu1 it en-
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ables the Bible to more ,,asil)' be "established in one" with 1.ltc Book 

orMormo11. 

Tire rn11fnw11li11g of.fal$c rlactrines; The Prophet Joseph Sm it h 
said: "'nierc are many rhrngs in the Bible which do not, us they now 
sliutJ, ,Kco,·J wilh the rcve!Jtions of the Holy Ghost tQ 111e."' l1 seems 
thru if an incomplete and altered llible is the sc,urcc of false doctrines. 
then a.n inspired restoration and revision woul<l logic-ally p1~,c~ grcal 

emphasis on the dissemimttion of corr~tt doct.rimil principles. ~fhe 

1ST Jo,·s just that. SJJ".}J:{' does not pcm, it a ~Omp!etc cx,am,nati()a of 

lhe restored doctrines m the JST. but they include the prcmortul 
mini,1ry or J,•sus Christ, 1he foll an<l nature ,,r Sat,m, the Jifo ,,f Enud1 

and his ancient d1y Zion, lhe clarlfic::.nion of confusing passage:s re­
lming to the l)Crsonnlity of God, Jnd other Jo((rincs ,uch as the ,,gc 
of accounwbility a,1d the ,tc,essity of the fo:t ll or Adan, and E.vc. The 

prim.rry rule of any scripture is to be ti wit.ne,s of Jesus Christ, and 

the JST emphasizes, I Tis ct.vinity frequently "11<l forcefully.'" 

The restoration of doctrine hr the Prophet Joseph Smith in hi> 

1.r.mslation of the Tlible included o greater purp<>« than merely 

restoring biblkal texl. ll «rwd a, the means of making known ihesc 

dlXt rim"' for the first time to this dispensation." Robert I. Mauhcws 

110\Cc,f; 

Ever)' member t,f the Clrnrdt Nin~ l ft\ l ha:- been inOuenced in 

some w.sy by dte h)!)eph S111i1h Tr.mslatton of1he Dibl~ even if he 

or ~he h.L, 1\C\•cr beard of ii Jnd th>es nOI know even 0 11c .:urr~tl.ed 

wrsf". Thls L~ true l>el'::1u$C- Jllimy or the <l<~lft11«$ a.nd pra-ctict:i of 
1l1t• Ch uu:h we~ first 1u:,<le! l<mlwn, or ..:nl,,rgc,l ~11,011, 1hmugh I he' 

1-'rophel\ 1nmsl:.11iun o( lht' Bihlt, ·n1~ i11d1.1Jc llu: .ag•: of a,­
l'c•uuL..t.bility .at L'i};hl )'Cars. th~ d~greei: uf glory. Lill' 1nioi~try 1..)f 

Enuc . .h iln<l lu!o ci1 Y• tlu: CUl)(tpt ur Zlun, aud do\'.tl'ii"lt: of prtr)mr• 

1111 l'Xistc11cc. The- JST is 1101 just u htlll'r l'liblt't It is .a nMjor vt.'hitlt• 

of IJ1c llt'i-lor.11!011. 
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111 01her W(ll'ds, thc Prophet's work wits 1101 mCl'cly n rnsunl pas-

1ime m which ht• i1dded olready-revc,ile<l cloctnnes to the biblical 

word; r.11 her. i i w;.t.,«. a primary soun:c tbr lal tc.r.dny du~ITinc. as much 

as the Book ol Mormon <1r the D0e1 nnc 01\d <.:ovenant.s. 11 is dear 
1b,i !he )OSCJ!h Sn,ilh Tramla1i,1n ,iocs fodcccl wc,rk u1110 ''the ,on­
founding of fulsc do.;1rines" i 2 Nephi 3:12) us the prophecy to loscph 
st.11t:s, • Jn on,• sense oJ' 1hc word,'' Eldtr McConkie .13id of the JS'l~ "it 

is tht• crnwnrng par, ofthi: doCLrinul rcslOr.alion."1
' 

'flu' ft1yi11g dcHVtl ofa•nttmtirlnR 1lt'1d thr estnhlishinJ.,! oj 1,ratt1• 11 i~ 

well known 1h-1t disparn1e versions ol lhe Bible nnd the subscquc111 
secular 1r~di1i,ms luosely bastd upon it l1<1w CJused mud, con· 
1cntion. Joseph Srni1h recorded 1hc bkkcl'lng of his day: 

h •1 , no1~"11hstandtng tht: gre~1l lovc \Yhfcb the t.Om1erts lo th~e J j(. 

ti:rctH f.iith, txpt·t.~e<l :ti lhc ljinc of tht.1ir u>twer.i.ion. . . j1 wub 

:,l°\"n thaL the ,i;:cmingly good foeHn>:::-. of b.oth tht' pcicst!'I apJ the 

c.fl1Wt.•r1·., wcl't: more ptc.'tt-mJed 1h,1n n~fl l~ for .1 <tc;uc of t,;rc.u Ccln· 

fusion ,md h,1J tct"ll11~ ('11-Sucd-prirsl ("01He11~ing ngnin!il ptiesl, 

,tl\d CllllWl'I ·•Kni11s1 cunvcr(~ i-0 tlrnl ;di I hc:it &nod lc:dlt1p \Hlt' fur 

.111111 her, if llwy t:\·i:r 11:ul :.my. \\lcrc <"IHirt·ly losl io .1 s1ti(e cir w,1rd,.; 

mid a t.\i l\ l~I 11huu1 opjnion.,;. 

So l\fc,11 wer'-' the <"onfusiof1 .inti :~tr i(t" .-mwot:. thl" tli fforc1u dtnon1-

i11ailt11L'-, th .. H it w.1.s impo~hll,lc.> for;, ptl.r'-4)U )'UU11g :ll'i J w,~ .. md lkJ 

un.icqu,111111.'d with mtu .tnd tl1i11gs. to come lo ,11w cert.1111 ,~mch.1~ 

. .;ion who wa~ ·righ1 .md who ..... 1,1s wrou~. 

Tht.: 1t.\11,:hcrs of r<li~ion u1 the-dilk1l.'1U .:-ccts undc:rswmJ the ~,me 

pas:,.;,ga, of St.Tip1un: so Ulffcr<:111Jv as to destroy nH ,onfidenu· ln 

sc11liny the qucMinn h)' .m ~1ppe,ll 10 1he Jlibte. (Ju:,,.t:ph Smi1h­

l lt~tor,., I:(,,~. 12> 
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HisttH')' hlls demon~lr.1ted how mistrnnslaLicm:; nnJ misint.erprc­

iations.ol the Bible have given rise to countless churd1es. While many 

of these daim the Bible ~i the prima ry source or 1hcir cJoc1rinc Jnd 

pninkes. rcw <"an agree on how to interpret fundumental theology. 

, .. rhe Uihk ," El,k r ryicConkic nmeJ, "is inde.ccl th< i>Crfecl 1001 lo 

support every tOnceavablc doctrinal view."'" The JS1 , however. do<".S 
much to remove the stumbling bl1,cks cT<aLc-<l by the gre•L~ntl .,bomi­

nnhk· church. 11 has previously been shown that ,he 1ST restore.< 

n,;,uy c.Jo ... trinnl trui h~. Co1lS(.'que.ntly. thc.1 knowledge .ind nppl ic,ll ion 

or thctsc u·uths can put to resJ many ol the contentions ·arising froin 
worldly Bfbles. Por cxamr lc. ma ny churches hnvc ,.,~nllicling views 

owe, the na1urc 01· ncc~ssity of infa nt l>ap1ism. Much of !his confliCI 

llluld baw 1-.cen prevented had the restored acco11nl of JST, Genesis 
17: 11 bc~n pres('r\'ed:'·'Childrcn c1re not •tcco-ui,tablc bcfol'c me unti1 

they are eight years old ." For the IA1t1cr-Jay Sa ims. the JST works to 
tl1c "laying down or contcntio11s.. and establishing pe~1cr" (2 Nephi 
3:12) th ro ui;h iL< simple truths and rrvt-afirig clarifaut ion,. 

Tlic br111gf11g o( k11owlcdr,c of lwr .fn!hers and //w l.i>rt/'$ rnw­

mrnls. The JST restore; va5l ummrnts of information at>out 1he 
llihlital paLriaTchs. The Jives of Ada m, Enoth, Noah. Melthi1.edek, 

Ahrah;tnl, and od1~1·s ~,re cxp:mde-d upon with ,1 cl.:.u·ity unma tched 

by Jll)' 01her sou re.::. T he JST1 lo r ex,i-mpJc1 h:-is eighteen lim e..~ lhe 

nu·mbe.r of verses concrrniJ~g E.noch Lhan found in other Bibles!'~ 

The JST show, lhaL each patr iarch was taught the fullness ,,f the 

.gospel, was bapl izeJ , ,rnd wu, orJain«I lo the prk sthoocl, !lobcrl J. 
M.111hcw~ noted: "There is n fonl im11ty in thl' :1tcount l l ( the J.ST 

Genesis that is 110 1 f1lund ·u, uny 1>ther Bible. The JST gives <111 ac­
counL of the ec11 l)1 ~)c1triart.hs in ~ospd con1exl and sc1ting, lwhkh in­

dudcJJ 1hc ful11ess of lh~ guspel. the priestht\od. ,111<1 fuilh in Jc,ui 
Chris1 and lh~ smnc <.O\lenanc1

'
1 
.. This"coven:mt'' rtlers co the pron1-

i~c:, o( the Lord to \!'°dch p,H rian:h. The King l1un~.:. Versiiln am lc;)vi.: 

one \,,ith the impression 1h01 each paLrforch wa:-. sepnr:11e lrom the 
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rt'. ... t in m11t1·ers of Lime, lota1 ion. nncl gospel undcrsronding. i:rom the 
J!,'T it can ti;, seen lh~1 "lhere was a ,Qnl"inuit)' in the wny the gowel 

\Vas hJndc.-d down anrl communicated ri·om ont gen~·n lion 10 an­

mher.,. Each l ime the l.or<l m~de ii cove1Mn1 wi1h Adtnn's <lescen­
d,um, 1ht JST point.< oul that J le wos renewing the same covcnrull 

I k had Jlreacly rnadr wilh olhcr propbcl>. The JST truly hdps fulfill 
Lhc Lord's promise th,,L the Bible w()uld brin~ us "to the krlowledse 

of' lour! lnthm; in the hmer dn)<s, and also lo the knowledge ot I l-lisl 
covenants" ( 2 l\ephi 3: 12 ). 

It is not JJffkult to see that the JST :illow,; the Bible lo approxj­

mutc lhc Book ol Motmc,n in terms of 1.:orrcc1ness. This bei)1g estab­

lished, a further examination c.,n Ix: made as to hc1w Uw JST of the 
Bible om! Lhc Book of Mormon fulfill their roles with respect to rach 

olhcr. 

l' LAIN ANll VllEGIOUs llUJTH~ WJ!llf. RESl'OltEll 

Tlw JST restmcs tn11b, 1ha1 were 011cc In the Bible bu1 ,ire now 

missrng. wbcil1cr those tnubs arc doctrmal or hi.storicnl. 'l11c l\.ook 
or Mormon. how,•vcr, u. a new , ccorc.l llr J J.u.tincl pc'Opic. Alihllugh 

there ure exceplions: its primary wsk was 1101 lhnt of resrorini octunl 

bihlical 1ex1. I fugh Nibley noled: 

!The.• B1,ol ot Mc)mmn';-.j 1H1rpo.~c.· w:1, mu I(\ rcslurc Uw:-,1,.• lu.'it 

p;,!\...,.igc:1,,ol lh(' Uib1e,,, . A11d th~ greal ,lo~:1ri11.1l 1t1,1,hing.~'--,~Ud1 

us tho~ 111 Almi:i. Nephi. Anuoou. Mc)n,ui, Moro1un-a-rc i1tl dl­

«.x:I re,vd,1Lluu~. ·rht)' Me n,,1 rt.Slored frt11l1 oJJ bonk~ .. . . But II j_.. 

lhe Pc.Il l ofCireal Pric~ j\\lhi<.h i1idutfc,., p!lrl o f the JSTl ,tlOJl(' In 

d,ltc 1J1.11 restur~ prcdoLt, µ,trL~ 1J1a1 i,w.re r~u,uwd rrt,1n llw 

~i;..._rl~'lUl'CS. 
1
' 
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The Book of Mormpn cl1.1c, qumc p<>rlion• uf ,J,e Bible. For ex· 

ample, Nephi includ<ts over a do,.cn chaplcrs or Isaiah, and J.1mb in­
dudes Zen()s's olive Ire<' aUegory. Jf 11,,, Book of Mormon is prim.irily 

designed to be n new witness and the 1Sr to be the primary restorer 

of pure hihlic.11 tcxt, why would Lhc Lord ind uJc 1hescch.1rters 1hat 
seemingly hdoni; more 10 lhe )ST? Thal has ,ie,•er been rcvl,'aled. 

There ~re, however, some possible fxplJn,,tions, including both con · 

lCXl and US(', 

Con/ext. If th~ Lord knew 1h~1 the inspired. original biblical text 

nccdccl to he brought fort h in the latter days, He would have had ,;ev. 

eral mech:mi_,,,,s av.,il,,hle 10 accomplish 1hi, La,k. The JST, !look oi 

Mormon, Pci!rl of Great Pritt\ ttnd even Doctrine nnd C<wcnan'ts 

(for ex"mpfe,scnion ?) all c()nlain losL llibfe !CX'I ICI one e,rtent oran-
01 her. Though 1he primary n1c.ins <li ,·cvc,-jfing this text is the J~T. Lhc 

llook of Mormon Juthors may haw been inspired tu include pan> 

simply-hec~mse it mn.de sense to do$O in the contexl of their teachings. 
For exam pl~ ff Nephi wanted tQ discus!- Isaiah\ me~lank propht!~ 

tics1 it would have! been lo~ical to include them in his c()mmcnfary. 
Use. A1101he1· possibili1y a5 10 why some matcri.11 may foll out· 

side o f Its 1\orn1al sphere moy he , ha1 , he Lord knew just which books 

would be used the most. Far exilm ple, the 1ST was IMgely u11used b)' 

the Church fo, over o ccntu ,-y, while ,he Book of Mo.-o,un 1vas of 

,ours.: wholt hc,, rtedly accepted nnd taughL Perhaps one r.:ason I h~l 

lhe Tsaiah chapters. tor cxnmplc, arc in the B~1ok of Mormc,n is he­
c.1use by pl,,~ing 1hem there the Lord knew 1ha1 Lh<y woukf be 1·e~d 

nnd studlcd-:11 lc;,51 more often 1hnn i f lhf)' were io 1hc JST. Monie S. 
Nyman ha, pointed tlUt lhnt "of the 425 scpMmc vt1'$es of buiah 

whk h arc quoted in the Book of Morn,011. 391 say something about 

the ,lltribute~ 011 miss.ion or Jc~m, C:hrhl."' 111 01her worth. 1h..-~~ ure 

partkularly i-mpor1ant passag<:s, \,'orthy of att1;'nllon, 
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Althou!(J, for the must f>,H'l, thc /ST and I He R0<>k of Mormon 

have dif'f'crcul :,yurus for thdr kx.l. lhclr te(tCh.iJ1g-s ilrc i111crrda1ed. 
and tl1c Wllrk of one cout plcmcnts the work of the other. To under­

stanJ I his relali9nshjp. one must 1"t.'mcmhcr the main source of Lhc 

Ncphik scripture: lhc plates of brnss. Robel'l J. Muuhcw, has 

demonstrated thnt "lhe ,;ontenls 1>r lhe Joseph Smith 'l nmsl31i(m, 

having received the touch of res1,,rution lhrou~h 1he hund of the 

p,ophet oi Ciod. resemble lhe doctrinnl rnnleo,1 of tlie lm,s. pln1es 

more fully tlmn do those of any other Bible.··:i, Evitlence for this -:an 

be fol,lnd hy looking at quolat,ons from the bmss 11lntes, os cited by 
the Nephitt!s,,ind ~on,parini; them h) changes m,>de l>y J,,seph Smith 

in his in~pi.-ed trnnsl,11ion ( lorexample, compare 2 Nephi 3:1,...17 and 

JST. Genesis 50:'.!(,-..~S). Remem(,cr that the hrnss plutes came into 

the 1)1 OICLI ivt' cus.tody o( 1hc Nephi1c ,c.cord ket"pers /Jefnre I he ,;crip­

turcs were corruplcd-and the JST is a work LL> restore tlw Strlplurcs 
10 this original slnte. 

\•Vhnt i), tht:" signiricunl.c of this rd~11 ionship? ll is now possibk to 
vkw the frequent Nepltitc comm,·ntary r,n the plat<'S or brass ,is ap­

plirnbk to the JS'L This is J powerful i<lcn. A modern render CJO 

study hulh the ,ommcntaJ')' provided 1,y " Ncphik pr<111IH:t on an 
'-~"cn1 nr fdcn .1~ well os 1hc original l'ecord ofthis.cvcn1 or ldt.!;1 in 1he 

JST. Robert L. MiUc1 has omlincd six ex;tmple~ of ~uch rnnncc1io11s: 

I. Th, l,lll uf Lu<ifcr (2 Nc11hi 2:17-1~: Mi"<' 4:1~) 

1. Tiu: Crt,lllou. F-.1U, ,1n..l 1\unu:mc1H (l Nq,hl 2;'22; Mvses 

'i: 10-11) 

3. The ffr1y1n •>t seen:, 401nb111.111m.1, { Helaman b:2{'1- 27; 

ivh~ 5: I t,-55) 

4. The pttlphcde-. ol Jo~ph {2 Neph, 4: 1- 2; fST, (ieitesi~ 

5U:2 •I- .l 5 l 
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!,; AhrohamS knowledge o( 1he Messt1h U-klam.an &_: lt,- 17: 

/ST, Gcn6is IS:~-12) 

1,. 1"he ministry of Meld1iiedek (Alma 13:1~19: JST, Genesis 

14:2.5-40)" 

To undcrstmul how these rdarionship!\ funttiOn1 examine the 

th ird ex.1mple witJ, rcg'1rd 10 secret combi nati()ns. Mo,·m,>n in 1he 

book of Helamml outlines I he his10,-y of the Gadja 11100 rob hers, n<>I· 

ing 1heirearlle.,1 roots. He 1dls or how S.11an "did plol with Cain, 1ha1 

if he would murder his broU1er Abel it sbould 1101 be known unto the 

world. And h~ did plu.t with Cain anJ his followers from lhal Lim~ 

forll1" (I ldam.111 6:27). l·leo11.' Mormon basts his idea$ on his know[. 

edge of the hn,ss pl.11ei. 1'hc !ST then provides more delailed in for· 

1m11 io11 ~about thi~ event: 

"'AnJ S.1t,,n ~aid unw Cnin: Swt-itr unto me by lhy 1hrou1, and ir 

lhuu tell ii thou shuh die; ... ;,nJ 1hi,J;i)' I will deliver 1hy brutil~r 

Abel into. thine han1..l•{ t Mo·scs 5:29). 

"'Wherl!fore the Lord cut:$Cd .. . :111 them 1h:1l had eo\•em,nh.:d wtt1l 

s.1ti1lli rl1r they l«;p1 11()1 I he- (QITimnndm,·nL'i of God, mnl ii db­

,,)cased God. alid he minlstcre,i not lnllo them. ~ufc.l lh<.'ir works 

~·ere ,lb~•minativn~. an~ began rn ?,pre.id among ,LIi lhe Min~ or 
men'" (M<.t.se:. .5:52 ), 

These verses cll'e just two i11sh1nces out of an t'nlirc chapter dis­
cussing CJi11, S.11nn.1ind the riie or secret combin~ tiuns. As anothc, 

cx:Hnpl<'--. l!!L u!i 1o.ok at point 6 ( rci:prd1113 Mcldtit,l..•tk·k). Alma 13 is .J 

discussion on priesthood und its altrilm tes, ,mJ reference is mJ.<.k to 

M~lchizc<ick and hi• grcntness a, n priesthood holder. Alnm con­

dudts his rtnmrks b)• noting lhut of prics1h6o<l hol<lcro. "Non<' we« 
grcutcq thcrcfot·c, oihl1111hey have more parlitul.arly made mention. 

Now J Jll'C<l not rchcar$c the mJllL'J'; what I have .suiJ may ~uffi<..l', 
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Rch11l(l, 1/1,· scriptures nrc bcjhrc >'tm"' (Alm., 13:19-20; cmphllsi, 
added). The "scriptures" Alma refers 10 and indeed bases h,s smnon 

"" S"'1m lo he the record of Mclchizcdcl< fll<U>J in JST Genesis 
I 01:25-40. whkh givcsu wealth or information on this gr<nt seer who 
"sinppcd th,· ,11ou1hs ,,r lion~, and ,,ueochcd 1hc ,•i,,kncc of r.rc" 
(J!,l', Genesis 14:26). ihe coaccpts in this restored nccounl even 

5ccm to be 1h,• basis of much or P'.wl', priesthood (Liswssio,1 in 
lkbtews. 

'f'hc poin I of 1hes,• t•xamplo< is dear: tli.•,,; i~ much r.,r the rc~d,•1· 
to learn by ,u, cxa1111na1ion oi' both the 1ST and lho Ncphilc vision of 

1he even1s 1·ha1 lranspired. Study 1h,· source in the 1ST (hr;,ss plates) 
;,,lone and t·here is muc.:b to l~rn~ s1udy i-hec:ommenL::iry in tht Book 

of Mom,011 ,,Jone ,m.l there h much I!> learn. llut s1udy both lo· 

gethcr and each ~Cls :,s a lens to magn ify 1he gn.>t11er lru1hs of the' 
other. Used in this way, d,, 1hc Riblc •nd the Bc>1Jk of Monnllll not 
become "cs1ablished ln one"! Vo IJ1cy not ··grow togcthcr"1 LIO they 

1101 " ,nfuund fulst· Joctrfon, lay ,!own <OlllcnLions. establish pe,i.c, 
and restore knowlt-,lgeoJ' the Lor.I', covenants witb the prophets and 
patri,,rch, hal'k to the tir:;t di,pc~intion1 The .111~wcr h yes-,~1ch 
helps in learn Ing "line upon line, precept upon Jll'<"Cep1" (l)&C 98:12). 

In sumnniry. 1hc Book of Mon11C1n, the Bible, and the )ST h~vc 
many rcla1ionships: 

I The Bible prcp,irc.~ men filr the UC><>k ol Mormon, 

2. T hi.' H<h)k of Murmou l<,:\i if'ici. ,,r I h~ Bihl¢ mid CXj)l.1in.•, 1he 

need for th< /~T. 
J. Thl' JST help!> lhc BihlL· It) work 1rtol'C cffcctiVd )' wilh lht 

l\ook ,>f MurnHm • 

• 1. Thi.> JST I!. 1hc l)riin.irv !.uul'-t"e of tesh)l'cd bihlic.1) 1exh bm 

thett .trc:' llH.~i\OiflgJ·ul C':<cepl iV11.!i m 0 1111.T works or ),,,(.ripl Uri!. 

5. The Bl}(>k uf Mormlio .111t.11hr JST ont:r par,tlld t~a,hin~ 

ch.11 hdp one 10 IJeuer undel'!otam.l tht' u 1 httr. 
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Above (LU els~. the BO()k of Mormon anJ Lhe )ST are testaments 

ol' the S,1vior. The Book ot Mormon li lle puge expl.1ins thut it was 

hrou~lll forth ' '10 the co1Winc'ing ... that )l'5l1S is the Ctlltltl, the 

El ~11:-IAI. Gor,• .1nd the Bible, espednlly Joseph Smith's inspired ver• 

si<Hlt is de~rly mcanl l() do rhc same, The: Lord .:ailed these tlvt\ 

v.1orks a "1..,.stimony of two nation:; hH•) t1 witness unto you 1h:ll I ;,lm 
God" CZ Nephi 29:8). By studying both of the'"' monumcntnl wo,·ks 

given through Lbc Prophet foseph Smilh , one ca11 more greatl)' un· 

,kr.stund tJ,c Lord's pln n R,r tau, one of I lis childrt11 un<.I gain 

gceater foi1h in the mission ~ad divinity of Jesus <:h rist. 
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