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I
N  1 8 3 2,  i n w h at  is d esi g n at e d  a r e v-
el ati o n o n pri est h o o d, t h e L or d  
s p o k e r at h er s h ar pl y, r ef erri n g t o 

t h e w h ol e  C h ur c h  as b ei n g  u n d er  c o n -
d e m n ati o n b e c a us e of t h eir u n b eli ef  
a n d b e c a us e t h e y h a d tr e at e d li g htl y 
t h e t hi n gs t h e y h a d  r e c ei v e d; a n d t his 
c o n d e m n ati o n, h e  s ai d,

. . . r est et h u p o n  t h e c hil dr e n of  Zi o n,  
e v e n all.

A n d  t h e y s h all r e m ai n u n d er t his c o n -
d e m n ati o n  u ntil t h e y r e p e nt a n d r e m e m b er 
t h e n e w  c o v e n a nt, e v e n t h e B o o k  of  M or -
m o n  a n d t h e f or m er c o m m a n d m e nts w hi c h  
I h a v e gi v e n t h e m, n ot  o nl y t o s a y, b ut  
t o d o  a c c or di n g t o t h at w hi c h  I h a v e  writ -
t e n. ( D. &  C.  8 4: 5 6- 5 7.)

Br ot h er M errill ’s st at e m e nt t his 
m or ni n g  t h at h e  w as  n ot  g oi n g  t o t e a c h 
a n yt hi n g n e w, r e c all e d t o m y  mi n d  a 
c o n v ers ati o n  h e  a n d I h a d  o n  t h e w a y  
h o m e fr o m a c o nf er e n c e assi g n m e nt a  
f e w w e e ks  a g o. I s ai d, “ Br ot h er  M er -
rill, h a v e  y o u  a s u bj e ct f or m e  t o dis -
c uss at  t h e g e n er al  c o nf er e n c e ? ”

“ W ell,  Br ot h er  R o m n e y, ” h e a n -
s w er e d, “ I c a n t ell y o u t his, t h at 
n eit h er y o u  n or I ar e u n d er a n y r e-
s p o nsi bilit y t o t e a c h a n y  n e w  d o ctri n e.  
I a m g oi n g  t o t al k a b o ut s o m e f u n d a-
m e nt al  pri n ci pl e  of  t h e g os p el. ”

I n t hi n ki n g o v er  t h e f u n d a m e nt als of  
t h e g os p el, t h e f u n d a m e nt als of t h e 
r est or ati o n, I r e m e m b er e d t h at i n p oi nt  
of ti m e t h e first gr e at f u n d a m e nt al 
r e c ei v e d w as  t h e visi o n  of  t h e Pr o p h et  
J os e p h S mit h. F oll o wi n g  t h at visi o n  
c a m e t h e B o o k  of  M or m o n,  gi v e n  t o 
t h e w orl d  as a r e v el ati o n fr o m G o d.  
I r e m e m b er e d, t o o, t h at si x m o nt hs  a g o  
Pr esi d e nt  G e or g e  Al b ert  S mit h,  s p e a k -
i n g t o t h e G e n er al  A ut h oriti es  of  t h e 
C h ur c h  a n d m e nti o ni n g  s o m e s u bj e cts 
t h at mi g ht  b e  dis c uss e d  at c o nf er e n c e  
ti m e, r ef err e d t o t h e B o o k  of  M or m o n.

P a g e a nt  h el d  at  sit e  of  e arl y  A m eri c a n  r ui n s.
T h e  dr a m ati c  hi st or y  of  t h e S p a ni s h- A m eri c a n  p e o pl e  h a s  pr e p ar e d  m a n y  t o h e e d  t h e mi s si o n ar y  m e s -

s a g e. T h e  p yr a mi d s  h a v e  b e e n  t h e s c e n e  of  m a n y  pil gri m a g e s  b y  M e xi c a n s  a n d  mi s si o n ari e s.  El d er  R o m n e y  
w a s  b or n  i n J u ar e z,  M e xi c o.

It is a b o ut  t h e B o o k  of  M or m o n  I w a nt  
t o t al k t o d a y. I d o  s o wit h  j ust o n e  
o bj e cti v e  i n mi n d:  T o  g et  y o u  t o r e a d 
it.

I h a v e  r e a d it a  littl e, I b eli e v e  i n it, 
a n d I l o v e it. I r e c o m m e n d t h at e v er y  
p ers o n  wit hi n  t h e s o u n d of  m y  v oi c e  
r e a d t h e B o o k  of  M or m o n.  I c a n t es-
tif y, as  di d  N e p hi,  t h at t h e t hi n gs writ -
t e n t h er ei n p ers u a d et h all m e n  t o d o  
g o o d. It will  e nri c h t h e lif e of  e v er y  
p ers o n  w h o  will  r e a d it, u nl ess  h e  is 
i n r e b elli o n a g ai nst t h e tr ut h; a n d i n
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B O O K  O F  M O R M O N
A d dr ess  d eli v er e d  at  t h e S u n d a y  
aft er n o o n  s essi o n of  t h e 1 1 9t h  

a n n u al  g e n er al  c o nf er e n c e,  
A pril  3,  1 9 4 9,  i n t h e 

T  a b er n a cl e

t h at e v e nt it will  a d vis e hi m of his  
a wf ul f at e u nl ess  h e  c h a n g es his  w a ys.

V er y  e arl y i n m y  lif e I b e c a m e  
s o m e w h at a c q u ai nt e d  wit h  t h e B o o k  of  
M or m o n.  T h e  ot h er  d a y  w hil e  g oi n g  
t hr o u g h s o m e ol d r e c or ds, I f o u n d a  
n ot e b o o k I h a d us e d w hil e  i n hi g h  
s c h o ol i n o n e  of  t h e C h ur c h  a c a d e mi es.  
I n it I h a d  writt e n  a s h ort o utli n e  of 
e a c h c h a pt er i n t h e B o o k  of  M or m o n.  
I a p pr e ci at e  t h at tr ai ni n g.

A  f e w  y e ars  a g o as I b e g a n  t o pr a c-  
tis e l a w, m e m b ers  of m y  f a mil y 

w er e  a  littl e u n e as y. T h e y  w er e  afr ai d  
I w o ul d  l os e m y  f ait h. I w a nt e d  t o 
pr a ctis e  l a w, b ut  I h a d  a n  e v e n  gr e at er  
d esir e  t o k e e p  m y  t esti m o n y, a n d s o I 
d e ci d e d  u p o n  a littl e pr o c e d ur e  w hi c h  
I r e c o m m e n d t o y o u. F or  t hirt y mi n -
ut es  e a c h m or ni n g  b ef or e  I b e g a n  t h e 
d a y ’s w or k,  I r e a d fr o m t h e B o o k  of  
M or m o n — I r e a d als o fr o m all t h e 
ot h er st a n d ar d w or ks  of  t h e C h ur c h,  
b ut  I a m t al ki n g n o w  a b o ut t h e B o o k 
of  M or m o n — a n d i n j ust a f e w mi n -
ut es  a d a y  I r e a d t h e B o o k  of  M or m o n  
t hr o u g h, e v er y  y e ar,  f or ni n e  y e ars. I 
k n o w  t h at it k e pt  m e  i n h ar m o n y,  s o 

f ar as I di d  k e e p  i n h ar m o n y,  wit h  t h e 
S pirit  of  t h e L or d.

N o w  I w a nt  t o t ell y o u  a f e w r e a-
s o ns w h y  I t hi n k y o u a n d I s h o ul d  
r e a d t h e B o o k  of M or m o a.  I h o p e  
t h at w hil e  d oi n g  s o, I s h all e nj o y t h e 
s pirit of  t h e B o o k  of  M or m o n.

I d o n ot k n o w a n y si n gl e v ers e  
w hi c h  i m pr ess es t h e s pirit of  t h e B o o k 
of  M or m o n  o n  m e  m or e  t h a n t h e first 
v ers e of t h e l ast c h a pt er of S e c o n d  
N e p hi.  As  t h at gr e at pr o p h et a p -
pr o a c h e d  t h e cl os e  of  his  r e c or d, h e s ai d:

Cl ari o n  Cj.  R o m n e y

A S SI S T A N T  T O  T H E  C O U N CI L  O F  T H E  T W E L V E

A n d  n o w  I, N e p hi,  c a n n ot writ e  all t h e 
t hi n gs w hi c h  w er e  t a u g ht a m o n g m y  p e o -
pl e; n eit h er  a m I mi g ht y  i n writi n g,  li k e 
u nt o  s p e a ki n g;

M y,  h o w  I w o ul d  h a v e  e nj o y e d h e ar -
i n g hi m  s p e a k! W h e n  I r e a d his  writ -
i n gs, t h e y w ell- ni g h  o v er c o m e  m e..  I n 
t h e f oll o wi n g w or ds  h e  gi v es  t h e k e y  
t o his  p o w erf ul  s p e a ki n g:

... f or w h e n  a m a n  s p e a k et h b y  t h e 
p o w er  of  t h e H ol y  G h ost  t h e p o w er  of  t h e 
H ol y  G h ost  c arri et h it u nt o  t h e h e arts  of  
t h e c hil dr e n  of  m e n.  (II N e p hi  3 3: 1.)

I pr a y  t h at w hil e  I s p e a k I s h all h a v e  
t h e s pirit of  t h e H ol y  G h ost,  a n d I 
pr a y  t h at y o u  will  h a v e  t h e s a m e s pirit, 
t h at w e  m a y  all b e  e difi e d.

T h e  first r e as o n f or r e a di n g t h e B o o k  
of  M or m o n  w hi c h  I w a nt  t o m e nti o n  
is t h at it is a p pr o v e d b y  t h e hi g h est  
a ut h orit y  i n t h e u ni v ers e,  t h e L or d  hi m -
s elf. H e  s ai d t o t h e Pr o p h et  J os e p h  
S mit h,  “ B e h ol d,  t h o u w ast  c all e d a n d  
c h os e n  t o writ e  t h e B o o k  of  M or m o n. ”  
( D. &  C.  2 4: 1.) L at er  o n,  w h e n  t h e 
Pr o p h et J os e p h S mit h r e c ei v e d t h e 
r e c or d, t h e L or d  s ai d t h at h e  w as  gi v e n

.. . p o w er  t o tr a nsl at e t hr o u g h t h e m er c y  
of  G o d,  b y  t h e p o w er  of  G o d,  t h e B o o k  of  
M or m o n.  (I bi d., 1: 2 9.)

Aft er  t h e Pr o p h et  J os e p h h a d  tr a ns-
l at e d t h at p art  of  t h e r e c or d w hi c h  h e  
h a d b e e n t ol d t o tr a nsl at e, t h e L or d  
s ai d: “ . . . a n d  as  y o ur  L or d  a n d  y o ur  
G o d  li v et h it is tr u e,” (I bi d., 1 7: 6)  
a n d “ . . . c o nt ai ns t h e tr ut h a n d t h e 
w or d  of  G o d. ” (I bi d., 1 9: 2 6.)

H er e  ar e s o m e m or e  t hi n gs t h e L or d  
s ai d a b o ut  it:

... a r e c or d of  a f all e n p e o pl e,  a n d t h e 
f ul n ess of  t h e g os p el  of  J es us C hrist  t o t h e 
G e ntil es  a n d t o t h e J e ws als o. (I bi d., 2 0:  
9.)

A n d  t h e B o o k  of  M or m o n  a n d t h e h ol y  
s cri pt ur es ar e gi v e n of m e  f or y o ur  i n-
str u cti o n. (I bi d., 3 3: 1 6.)
... t h e el d ers, pri ests a n d t e a c h ers of 

t his C h ur c h  s h all t e a c h t h e pri n ci pl es  of  m y  
g os p el, w hi c h  ar e i n t h e Bi bl e  a n d t h e 
B o o k  of  M or m o n.  (I bi d., 4 2: 1 2.)

A  n ot h e r  r e as o n I li k e t h e B o o k  of 
* *  M or m o n  a n d w a nt  y o u  t o r e a d it 
is t h at it will  s ust ai n y o u  a g ai nst at -
t a c ks b ei n g m a d e  b y t h e m o d er nists  
a g ai nst t h at ot h er  gr e at  s cri pt ur e, t h e 
Bi bl e.  T h e  B o o k  of M or m o n  is n ot  
o nl y  a n e w  wit n ess  f or G o d;  it is als o  
a wit n ess  t o t h e tr ut h of  t h e Bi bl e.  If 
I h a d  t h e ti m e, I c o ul d  gi v e  y o u  m a n y  

( C o nti n u e d o n  p a g e  3 2 8)  
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Y O U  C A N
F L Y  B Y  C U P P E R ’

R O U N D  
T H E W O R L D

• O nl y  P a n  A m eri c a n  fli es t o 
all si x c o nti n e nts ... t o 6 1  
c o u ntri es a n d c ol o ni es. S o,  
w h er e v er  y o u  w a nt  t o g o,  it’s 
li k el y t h at Cli p p ers  c a n  fl y y o u  

t h er e dir e ctl y  . . . wit h  a  si n gl e 
ti c k et a n d a si n gl e s et of  b a g -
g a g e  c h e c ks.

Y o u  m a y  fl y a br o a d b y  o n e  
Cli p p er  r o ut e, r et ur n b y  a n -
ot h er — a n d still g et  i m p ort a nt 
r o u n d-tri p s a vi n gs!

F or  i nf or m ati o n o n fli g hts, 
f ar es a n d  r es er v ati o ns, c all  y o ur  
Tr a v el  A g e nt  or t h e n e ar est  
P a n  A m eri c a n  offi c e.

• T r a d e M a r k.  
P a n  A m e ri c a n  Ai r w a ys,  I n c.

P a m A m pr k a m
W orl d  A l w a ys
W O R L D' S  M O S T  E X P E RI E N C E D  AI R LI N E

P R O FI T A B L E  D A Y S  

A H E A D  F O R  

Q UI S H  
G R A D U A T E S
C a pit ali z e o n Q UI S H  

t r ai ni n g n o w! Y o u'll  b e  a  
c o m p et e nt  b e a uti ci a n  w h e n  
g r a d u at e d. Q UI S H  p r o -
vi d es y o u wit h  t e c h ni c al 
s kill a n d  k n o wl e d g e  g ai n e d  
i n 2 4 y e a rs. - S E N D F O R  
F R E E C A T A L O G  T O D A Y!

3 2 8

P O W E R
( C o n cl u d e d fr o m p a g e  3 2 7)

. . . A n d  G o d  W as  T h er e

L o o k,  G o d,  I h a v e  n e v er  s p o k e n t o y o u,  
B ut  n o w  I w a nt  t o s a y, “ H o w  d o  y o u  d o ? ”  
Y o u  s e e, G o d,  t h e y t ol d m e  y o u di d n ’t 

e xist,
A n d,  li k e a f o ol, I b eli e v e d  all t his.

L ast  ni g ht  fr o m t h e s h ell h ol e  I s a w y o ur  
s k y—

I fi g ur e d ri g ht t h e n t h e y h a d  t ol d m e  a li e. 
H a d  I t a k e n ti m e t o s e e t hi n gs y o u  m a d e,  
I’d h a v e k n o w n t h e y w er e n ’t c alli n g a  

s p a d e a  s p a d e.

I w o n d er,  G o d,  if y o u ’d  s h a k e m y  h a n d.  
S o m e h o w  I f e el t h at y o u  will  u n d erst a n d.
F u n n y  I h a d  t o c o m e t o t his h ellis h  pl a c e  
B ef or e  I h a d  ti m e t o s e e y o ur  f a c e.

W ell,  I g u ess  t h er e is n’t m u c h  m or e  t o s a y,  
B ut  I’m  s ur e gl a d,  G o d,  I m et  y o u  t o d a y 
I g u ess  t h e “ z er o  h o ur "  will  s o o n b e  h er e,  
B ut  I’m  n ot afr ai d si n c e I k n o w y o u ’r e 

n e ar.

T h e  si g n al! W ell,  G o d,  I’ll h a v e  t o g o;  
I li k e y o u  l ots, t his I w a nt  y o u  t o k n o w.  
L o o k,  n o w,  t his will  b e  a h orri bl e  fi g ht—  
W h o  k n o ws, I m a y  c o m e t o y o ur  h o us e  

t o ni g ht.

T h o u g h  I w as n ’t fri e n dl y t o y o u  b ef or e,
I w o n d er,  G o d,  if y o u ’d  w ait  at y o ur  d o or.  
L o o k,  I’m  cr yi n g! M e!  S h e d di n g  t e ars—
I wis h  I h a d  k n o w n  y o u  t h es e m a n y  y e ars.

W ell,  I h a v e  t o g o  n o w,  G o d,  g o o d- b y e!
Str a n g e,  si n c e I m et  y o u,  I’m  n ot  afr ai d t o 

di e.

T H E  B O O K  O F  M O R M O N
( C o nti n u e d fr o m p a g e  2 8 3)  

s p e cifi c i nst a n c es o n t h at p oi nt. T h e  
B o o k  of M or m o n  a c c e pts t h e Bi bl e  
u nr es er v e dl y  as t h e w or d  of  G o d.  It 
a c c e pts t h e fi v e b o o ks of M os es  as  
h a vi n g b e e n  writt e n  b y  M os es.  T his  
t h e m o d er nists  d e n y. It a c c e pts t h e 
gr e at pr o p h e ci es of Is ai a h as t h e 
pr o p h e ci es  of  t h e s o n of  A m os.  T h e  
r es urr e ct e d L or d  hi ms elf s ai d, as r e-
c or d e d  i n t h e B o o k  of  M or m o n,  “ Gr e at  
ar e t h e w or ds  of  Is ai a h,” a n d h e  a d -
vis es us t o r e a d t h e m. F urt h er,  t his 
B o o k  of  M or m o n,  t h e d o ctri n es  i n it, 
will  s ust ai n y o u a g ai nst m a n y  f als e 
d o ctri n es  t h at ar e  c urr e nt  i n t h e w orl d  
t o d a y.

A b o ut  t w o w e e ks  a g o, I s at i n a  
gr o u p w h er e  a l e ar n e d m a n  w as  di -
r e cti n g a dis c ussi o n. H e  pr es e nt e d  t h e 
m o d er n  d o ctri n e  t h at t h er e is n o  p er -
s o n al r es p o nsi bilit y f or wr o n g d oi n g.  I 
h a v e h e ar d t h at d o ctri n e pr ess e d s o 
f ar as t o h ol d  t h at if a m a n  c o m mits a  
cri m e — li es, st e als, c o m mits a d ult er y,  
or  e v e n m ur d ers — h e  h as n o  p ers o n al  
r es p o nsi bilit y f or his  a ct, b ut  t h at it is 
t h e r es p o nsi bilit y of s o ci et y. I c o m -
p ar e d  t h at e vil  d o ctri n e  wit h  t h e t e a c h-
i n gs L e hi  g a v e  t o his  s o ns as h e  w as  
a b o ut  t o g o  d o w n  i nt o his  gr a v e. I r e-
m e m b er  h o w  h e  t a u g ht his s o ns t h at 
m e n  w er e  pl a c e d u p o n t h e e art h b e -
t w e e n g o o d a n d e vil, t h at t h e y w er e  
s uffi ci e ntl y t a u g ht t o k n o w  t h e diff er-

I N P R A Y E R
O ur  M ast er,  j ust b ef or e his z er o  

h o ur,  s p e nt t h e ni g ht  i n t h e g ar d e n  i n 
pr a y er. W e  ar e t ol d t h at h e s h e d  
dr o ps of bl o o d, b ut t h e c o n cl u di n g  
w or ds  of  t h at pr a y er  s h o w t h at h e  r e-
c ei v e d his  str e n gt h. “ . . . n ot  m y  will, 
b ut  t hi n e, b e  d o n e ” ( L u k e 2 2: 4 2)  w er e  
his  c o n cl u di n g w or ds  a n d t h e n o n  t h e 
cr oss:

F at h er,  f or gi v e t h e m; f or t h e y k n o w  n ot  
w h at  t h e y d o. (I bi d., 2 3: 3 4.)

V S T e  ar e  h er e  t o d a y, br et hr e n  a n d  sis- 
t ers, b e c a us e  t his gr e at  C h ur c h  of 

o urs h as b e e n or g a ni z e d — a w o n d er -
f ul or g a ni z ati o n — est a blis h e d f or t h e 
l ast ti m e, n e v er  t o b e  t a k e n a w a y  fr o m 
t h e e art h or  gi v e n  t o a n ot h er p e o pl e,  
a n d  all  i n a ns w er  t o a  pr a y er,  a  pr a y er  
i n a g ar d e n,  t h e S a cr e d  Gr o v e.  Y es,  
t h er e is p o w er  i n pr a y er,  a n d I tr ust 
t h at w e  will  l o o k u p.  br et hr e n  a n d  sis-
t ers, l o o k u p  t o t h e s ki es, t h at fr o m 
n o w  o n  t h at st at e m e nt t h at pr a y er  is 
t h e m ost  u n us e d  r es o ur c e of  t h e w orl d  
will  n ot,  at l e ast, a p pl y t o L att er- d a y  
S ai nts  a n d als o t h e s a yi n g t h at p e o pl e  
us e t h eir pr a y ers v er y m u c h  as a  
s p ar e tir e, o nl y  i n ti m es of  e m er g e n c y,  
w h e n  w e  ar e si c k or h a v e tr o u bl e. 
M a y  t h at als o n ot  b e  tr u e of  us, b ut  
m a y  w e  pr a y  al w a ys a n d li v e, as w e  
pr a y  s o t h at w e,  t o o, c a n s a y, ‘‘N ot  
m y  will,  O  L or d,  b ut  t hi n e b e  d o n e, ”  
I pr a y i n t h e n a m e of J es us C hrist.  
A m e n.

e n c e  b et w e e n  t h e m, t h at t h e y w er e  e n -
d o w e d b y t h eir Cr e at or  wit h  p o w er  
t o a ct f or t h e ms el v es, a n d t h at t h e y 
ar e h el d  r es p o nsi bl e f or t h eir d e cisi o ns  
a n d a cti o ns. A n d  as t h e L or d  li v et h, 
t h at d o ctri n e is tr u e. L e hi  c ar ef ull y  
i nstr u ct e d his  s o ns o n  t h es e i m p ort a nt 
pri n ci pl es u n d er w hi c h  t h e y w er e  t o 
li v e a n d u n d er  w hi c h  all p e o pl e  o n  t h e 
e art h  ar e  t o li v e. H e  t a u g ht t h e m t h at 
t h er e w as  a n o p p ositi o n  i n all t hi n gs, 
as  Br ot h er  M errill  e x pl ai n e d  t his m or n -
i n g, t h e p o w er  of  e vil a n d t h e p o w er  
of  g o o d. H e  t ol d t h e m t h at t h e y w er e

. . . fr e e a c c or di n g t o t h e fl es h; a n d all  
t hi n gs ar e gi v e n  t h e m w hi c h  ar e e x p e di e nt  
u nt o m a n.  A n d  t h e y ar e fr e e t o c h o os e  
li b ert y a n d et er n al lif e; ... or  t o c h o os e  
c a pti vit y a n d d e at h. (II N e p hi  2: 2 7.)

T his  d o ctri n e  t h at m a n  is n ot  m or al -
l y r es p o nsi bl e f or his  o w n  a cts, w hi c h  
is g ai ni n g wi d e  a c c e pt a n c e i n t h e 
w orl d  t o d a y, is t h e d o ctri n e  of  t h e e vil  
o n e. If y o u will  r e a d t h e B o o k  of  
M or m o n,  y o u will  b e c o n vi n c e d of  
t h at, a n d y o u will  h a v e a d ef e ns e  
a g ai nst it if y o u  will  a c c e pt  t h e B o o k  
of  M or m o n.

N o w,  I li k e t h e B o o k  of  M or m o n,  
a n d y o u will  li k e it, b e c a us e  it is a  
gr e at  A m eri c a n  b o o k. It w as  writt e n  
i n A m eri c a,  b y  A m eri c a ns,  f or A m eri -
c a ns. It h as p e c uli ar a p pli c ati o n t o 
A m eri c a.  It is n ot f ull of f or ei g n
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ideologies and uninspired interpreta-
tions of men. I believe that I am within 
the mark when I say that between the 
pages of that great book there is more 
ultimate truth about the over-all his-
tory of America than there is in any 
other book and, I will go so far as to 
say, more than in all the libraries of the 
world where there isn't a Book of 
Mormon.

In it the history of this great land of 
America is foretold. Up until 420 A.D. 
the coming to pass of the history as it 
was foretold was faithfully recorded 
by the historians who witnessed it. 
We who are acquainted with the Book 
of Mormon know that the history of 
America from 421 A.D. to the present 
time is clearly foretold therein—the 
long withholding of the knowledge of 
the land from the Gentiles, the coming 
of Columbus as referred to by Presi-
dent Levi Edgar Young this morning, 
the coming of the Pilgrim fathers, the 
establishment of this great nation, the 
ushering in of this great last dispensa-
tion. All these things are there fore-
told as clearly as anyone can write 
them now after they nave transpired. 
The coming to. pass of these great 
prophecies of the Book of Mormon is 
an evidence of its divinity which the 
world cannot destroy.

YYf  the future of America the Book 
of Mormon gives some wonder-

ful views. I have not time to go into 
them in detail, but I would to our Fa-
ther in heaven that the people who 
have the management of this nation 
would become acquainted with them. 
The Book of Mormon advises us that 
Jesus Christ, our Redeemer, is the God 
of this land and that he has said some 
very definite things about the future 
of America. Our own nation has a 
great stake in that future. If we will 
live the laws that the God of this land 
teaches in the Book of Mormon, we 
can participate in the realization of the 
marvelous promises made for the fu-
ture of America. Here the New Jeru-
salem shall arise, and Christ shall come 
and bring peace to the earth.

Now, I like the Book of Mormon, 
and you will like it, too, for the cour-
age and the strength it inspires in times 
of discouragement and stress. Consid-
er as an example a few incidents from 
the life of Nephi, whom I love and 
whom you will love, too, I'm sure, if 
you become well acquainted with him.

You will recall how, when he came 
down from the mountain where he had 
been praying to the Lord, he found his 
elder brothers whining because the 
Lord had told them to go up to Jeru-
salem and get the brass plates. He 
did not join in their whining. When 
he learned of the commandment, he 
said unto his father:
... I will go and do the things which 

the Lord hath commanded, for I know that 
the Lord giveth no commandments unto 
the children of men, save he shall prepare 
a way for them that they may accomplish 
the thing which he commandeth them. (I 
Nephi 3:7.)

(Concluded on page 330)
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( C o n cl u d e d fr o m p a g e  3 2 9)
W h e n  t h e y r e a c h e d J er us al e m, L a -

m a n  w as  c h os e n t o g o i nt o t h e cit y  
a n d g et t h e r e c or d fr o m L a b a n.  H e  
di d n ot g et it, h o w e v er, b e c a us e h e 
k n e w  h e  c o ul d  n ot  g et  it. W h e n  L a b a n  
s ai d t o hi m, “ Y o u  ar e a r o b b er, a n d  
I will  sl a y t h e e,” h e  r a n. Arri vi n g  o ut -
si d e t h e cit y  w alls,  L a m a n,  wit h  L e m-
u el, w a nt e d  t o g o  d o w n  i nt o t h e wil -
d er n ess t o t h eir f at h er wit h o ut  t h e 
r e c or d, b ut  N e p hi  s ai d:

... As  t h e L or d  li v et h, a n d as  w e  li v e, 
w e  will  n ot g o d o w n u nt o  o ur f at h er i n 
t h e wil d er n ess  u ntil  w e  h a v e  a c c o m plis h e d  
t h e t hi n g w hi c h  t h e L or d  h at h  c o m m a n d e d  
us. (I bi d., 3: 1 5.)

Yi el di n g  t o N e p hi,  t h e y w e nt  t o t h eir 
f or m er h o m e a n d g at h er e d u p t h eir 
pr e ci o us p oss essi o ns w hi c h  t h e y of -
f er e d f or t h e r e c or ds. P urs u e d b y  
L a b a n ’s g u ar d, t h e y a b a n d o n e d t h eir 
w e alt h  a n d fl e d f or t h eir li v es. A g ai n  
t h e el d er br ot h ers d esir e d t o r et ur n 
t o t h eir f at h er i n t h e wil d er n ess.  T h e y  
s p o k e h ars h  w or ds  t o N e p hi  a n d s o 
s e v er el y w hi p p e d  hi m t h at a n a n g el  
c a m e a n d c orr e ct e d t h e m. Aft er  t h e 
a n g el h a d  d e p art e d,  L a m a n  a n d L e m-
u el  c o nti n u e d  t o m ur m ur,  s a yi n g:

. . . H o w  is it p ossi bl e  t h at t h e L or d  will  
d eli v er  L a b a n  i nt o o ur  h a n ds ? B e h ol d,  h e  
is a  mi g ht y  m a n,  a n d  h e  c a n  c o m m a n d  fift y, 
y e a,  e v e n h e  c a n sl a y fift y; t h e n w h y  n ot  
us ?

A n d  it c a m e t o p ass  t h at I [ N e p hi] s p a k e  
u nt o  m y  br et hr e n, s a yi n g: L et  us g o  u p  
a g ai n  u nt o  J er us al e m, a n d l et us  b e  f ait hf ul 
i n k e e pi n g  t h e c o m m a n d m e nts of  t h e L or d;

T H E  B O O K  O F  M O R M O N
f or b e h ol d  h e  is mi g hti er  t h a n all t h e e art h,  
t h e n w h y  n ot  mi g hti er  t h a n L a b a n  a n d his  
fift y, y e a, or  e v e n t h a n his t e ns of  t h o u-
s a n ds. (I bi d., 3: 3 1;  4: 1.)  ‘

N e p hi  fi n all y w e nt  i n al o n e  a n d  c a m e  
b a c k  wit h  t h e pl at es. H e  h a d f ait h; 
h e  h a d  c o ur a g e; a n d  wit h  t h e h el p  of  
Al mi g ht y  G o d  h e a c c o m plis h e d t h e 
t hi n g w hi c h  h e h a d  b e e n  s e nt t o d o.

O n e  of  t h e m ost  o utst a n di n g f ait h-
pr o m oti n g st at e m e nts of N e p hi  w as  
m a d e  w h e n  t h e y r e a c h e d t h e b or d er  
of  t h e s e a aft er t h e y h a d  b e e n  i n t h e 
wil d er n ess  f or ei g ht y e ars. T h e  L or d  
t ol d hi m  t o b uil d  a s hi p. H e  di d  n ot  
h a v e  a n y  or e  or  t o ols or  m at eri al  wit h  
w hi c h  t o b uil d t h e s hi p b ut, n ot hi n g  
d a u nti n g, h e w e nt  i nt o t h e m o u nt ai n  
a n d  d u g  o ut  t h e r e q uir e d or e. Fr o m  t h e 
s ki ns of a ni m als h e m a d e  a b ell o ws  
wit h  w hi c h  t o bl o w  t h e fir e, w hi c h  h e  
st art e d b y  stri ki n g t w o st o n es t o g et h er. 
As  h e  m a d e  pr e p ar ati o ns  t o b uil d  t h e 
s hi p, his  br ot h ers  s ai d of  hi m:

. . . O ur  br ot h er  is a  f o ol, f or h e  t hi n k et h 
t h at h e  c a n  b uil d  a  s hi p; y e a,  a n d  h e  als o  
t hi n k et h t h at h e c a n cr oss t h es e gr e at  
w at ers.  (I bi d., 1 7: 1 7.)

Mist a ki n g  his s orr o wi n g o v er t h eir 
mis c o n d u ct  f or dis c o ur a g e m e nt, t h e y 
t a u nt e d hi m. H e  t h e n st o o d u p  i n t h e 
p o w er of t h e s pirit a n d s ai d u nt o  
t h e m:

... If G o d  h a d  c o m m a n d e d  m e  t o d o  all  
t hi n gs I c o ul d d o  t h e m. If h e  s h o ul d c o m -
m a n d  m e  t h at I s h o ul d s a y u nt o  t his w at er,  
b e  t h o u e art h, it s h o ul d b e  e art h; a n d if I 
s h o ul d s a y it, it w o ul d  b e  d o n e. (I bi d., 1 7:  
5 0.)

H er e  is a n e x a m pl e of f ait h a n d  
c o ur a g e  w hi c h,  if w e  c a n e m ul at e, will  
d o  m u c h  t o h el p  us  t hr o u g h o ur  d o u bt -
i n g a n d dis c o ur a g e m e nt,  f or w e  s er v e  
t h e s a m e G o d  t h at N e p hi  s er v e d, a n d  
H e  will  s ust ai n us e v e n as h e s us-
t ai n e d N e p hi  if w e  will  s er v e hi m  e v e n  
as N e p hi  s er v e d hi m.

I ur g e  y o u  t o g et a c q u ai nt e d wit h  
t his gr e at  b o o k. R e a d  it t o y o ur  c hil -
dr e n; t h e y ar e n ot  t o o y o u n g  t o u n -
d erst a n d it. I r e m e m b er r e a di n g it 
wit h  o n e  of  m y  l a ds w h e n  h e  w as  v er y  
y o u n g. O n  o n e  o c c asi o n  I l a y i n t h e 
l o w er b u n k  a n d  h e  i n t h e u p p er  b u n k.  
W e  w er e  e a c h  r e a di n g al o u d alt er n at e  
p ar a gr a p hs  of  t h os e l ast t hr e e m ar v el -
o us  c h a pt ers  of  S e c o n d  N e p hi.  I h e ar d  
his  v oi c e  br e a ki n g  a n d  t h o u g ht h e  h a d  
a c ol d, b ut  w e  w e nt  o n  t o t h e e n d of  
t h e t hr e e c h a pt ers. As  w e  fi nis h e d h e  
s ai d t o m e,  “ D a d d y,  d o  y o u  e v er cr y  
w h e n  y o u r e a d t n e B o o k  of M or -
m o n ? ”

“ Y es,  S o n, ” I a ns w er e d. “ S o m eti m es  
t h e S pirit  of  t h e L or d  s o wit n ess es  t o 
m y  s o ul t h at t h e B o o k  of  M or m o n  is 
tr u e t h at I d o  cr y. ”

“ W ell, ” h e  s ai d, “ t h at is w h at  h a p -
p e n e d  t o m e  t o ni g ht.”

I k n o w  n ot  all of  t h e m will  r es p o n d 
li k e t h at, b ut I k n o w t h at s o m e of  
t h e m will,  a n d  I t ell y o u  t his b o o k  w as  
gi v e n  t o us  of  G o d  t o r e a d a n d  t o li v e 
b y,  a n d it will  h ol d  us  as cl os e t o t h e 
S pirit  of  t h e L or d  as  a n yt hi n g  I k n o w.  
W o n ’t y o u  pl e as e  r e a d it ?

G o d  bl ess  y o u. A m e n.

W E  S H O U L D I M P R O V E O U R  C O M M U NI TI E S
( C o nti n u e d fr o m p a g e  2 8 0)  

ass o ci at es — e v e n  t h o u g h t h e y b e  n ot  of  
o ur  f ait h, n e v ert h el ess  t h e y, t h e m aj or -
it y, d esir e ri g ht e o us n ess r at h er t h a n 
e vil t o pr e d o mi n at e  i n t h e c o m m u niti es  
i n w hi c h  t h e y li v e. A n d  s o it is u p  t o 
y o u  a n d m e,  w h er e  w e  ar e mi n oriti es,  
t o m a k e  o urs el v es  m aj oriti es  b y c o n -
v erti n g  t h os e w h o  n e e d  c o n v erti n g t o 
t h es e s p e cifi c pr o gr a ms, pr o gr a ms  
w hi c h  w e  h a v e  i n mi n d  t o bri n g  a b o ut  
t h e ki n d  of  s uit a bl e c o n diti o ns u n d er  
w hi c h  w e  c a n est a blis h  o ur  h o m es  a n d  
r e ar o ur  c hil dr e n. O ur  eff orts s h o ul d  
n ot  b e  c o nfi n e d t o t h e ti m es of  p oliti -
c al el e cti o ns. W e  s h o ul d b e  o n  d ut y  
al w a ys.

T  w a nt  t o s a y a g ai n, I c o m m e n d t h e 
1 l e gisl at ur e fr o m t h e b ott o m  of  m y  
h e art. O ur  fi n e st al w art br et hr e n  st o o d  
i n t his l ast st at e l e gisl at ur e a n d r ais e d 
t h eir v oi c es u n d er t h e i ns pir ati o n of  
t h eir pri est h o o d  t o u p h ol d  a n d s ust ai n 
ri g ht e o us n ess i n t h e e n a ct m e nt  of  l a ws. 
W e  h a d  a c o nfli ct,  i n o ur  o w n  l e gisl a-
t ur e h er e l ast ti m e, w hi c h  I w a nt  t o 
m e nti o n  f or a  m o m e nt,  o n  t w o or  t hr e e 
iss u es, s p e cifi c all y w hi c h  c a m e b ef or e  
t h e m. W e  s h o ul d h a v e  t h e m i n mi n d  
as w e  g o  b a c k  t o o ur  h o m es  a n d  b e gi n 
t o d e vis e w a ys  a n d m e a ns  b y  w hi c h  
3 3 0  

w e  c a n a c c o m plis h o ur  ri g ht e o us p ur -
p os es. I mi g ht  s a y at t h e o uts et  t h at 
w h at  w e  u n d ert a k e t o d o f or o ur -
s el v es is n ot  wit h  a n y s elfis h p ur p os e  
i n mi n d.  It is n ot  t o o bt ai n  a n y  p o w er  
or  d o mi ni o n  o v er  ot h ers. It is t o bri n g  
t o t h e m, i n eff e ct, t h e s a m e bl essi n gs  
t h at w e  s e e k f or o urs el v es,  t h os e G o d -
gi v e n  ri g hts s e c ur e d t o us  b y  t h e l a ws 
of  t his gr e at  n ati o n. A n d  s o w e  c a n  
g o f or w ar d. If a n y of us h a v e a n y  
d o u bts  as t o o ur  ri g hts i n t his m att er,  
w e  n e e d  o nl y  t o r e a d t h e 1 3 4t h  s e cti o n  
of  t h e D o ctri n e  a n d  C o v e n a nts  t o fi n d 
all of  t h e i nstr u cti o n a n d i ns pir ati o n 
t h at a n y ri g ht e o us m a n  n e e ds t o g o 
f ort h a n d d o  his d ut y. W e  m ust  all  
str e n gt h e n t h e c o m m u nit y  i n w hi c h  w e  
li v e, fr o m a ci vi c a n d  p oliti c al  as w ell  
as a r eli gi o us st a n d p oi nt. I t ell y o u,  
m y  br et hr e n  a n d sist ers, t h at w h e n  w e  
e x er cis e  t his ki n d  of  f ait h a n d  c o ur a g e  
i n b e h alf  of  o ur  n ei g h b ors  as w ell  as  
o ur  o w n  m e m b ers  w e  will  a c c o m plis h  a 
gr e at missi o n ar y  w or k  i n t his w orl d.  
T h er e  will  b e  m e n  a n d  w o m e n  br o u g ht  
t o i n v esti g at e t h e pri n ci pl es  of  t h e g os -
p el  b e c a us e  t h e y will  s e e t h e ki n a  of  
fr uits i n us  w hi c h  t his g os p el  h as  b or n e.  
T h eir  d o ors will  b e o p e n e d t o us  
t hr o u g h o ur  ci vi c a cti viti es t o pr e a c h  
t h e g os p el  of  t h e r est or e d ki n g d o m  a n d  

t o bri n g t h e s a m e j o y a n d h a p pi n ess  
i nt o t h e h e arts  of  o ur  n ei g h b ors  wit h  
w hi c h  t h e L or d  h as  bl ess e d  us  all o ur  
li v es.

W e  h a d  a c o nfli ct u p  t h er e i n t h e 
l e gisl at ur e a b o ut t h e S a b b at h  d a y. I 
w o ul d  li k e t o g o  i nt o s o m e of  t h e t hi n gs 
t h at h a v e  b e e n  s ai d a b o ut t h e S a b b at h  
d a y fr o m t h e ti m e of  A d a m  o n. S o  
f ar as I k n o w t h e L or d  h as n e v er  
c h a n g e d t h e l a w of  t h e S a b b at h. I n 
t h e d a ys of e arl y Isr a el wit h  all of  
Isr a el’s f a ults t h e y k e pt t h e S a b b at h  
d a y  h ol y,  a n d  t h e y di d  t h e L or d's  w or k  
o n t h e S a b b at h  d a y. T h e y  lit er all y 
cl os e d t h e g at es of  J er us al e m. T h e y  
di d  n ot  p er mit  v e n d ors  t o bri n g  t h eir 
w ar es  t o t h e g at es t o b e  s ol d o n  t h e 
S a b b at h  d a y. W e  h a v e  h a d  t h e g os p el  
of  t h e S a b b at h  d a y  pr o cl ai m e d  t o us 
t hr o u g h all  g e n er ati o ns  of  ti m e. S h o ul d  
t h er e b e  a n y  d o u bt  i n o ur  mi n ds  as t o 
w h at  c o urs e t h e L att er- d a y  S ai nts  
s h o ul d t a k e wit h  r ef er e n c e t o t h e S a b -
b at h  d a y ? Ar e  w e  t o o p e n  o ur  st or es, 
ar e w e  t o c arr y o n o ur c o m m er ci al  
tr a ns a cti o ns o n t h e S a b b at h  d a y t h e 
s a m e as w e  d o  o n  a w e e k d a y,  or  ar e  
w e  t o cl os e o ur  est a blis h m e nts ? W ell,  
t h e a ns w er  is o b vi o us. N o w,  w h y  is n’t 
a n y l a w w hi c h  h as  f or its p ur p os e  t h e 
m ai nt ai ni n g  of  t h e S a b b at h  d a y  s a cr e d
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