%%% SCRIPTURE CENTRAL

https://scripturecentral.org/

Type: Magazine Article

The Book of Mormon

Author(s): Marion G. Romney

Source: Improvement Era, Vol. 52, No. 5 (May 1949)
Published by: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
Page(s): 283, 328-330

Abstract: This article testifies that the Book of Mormon is a witness of the truthfulness
of the Bible and is a fortification against modernists who attack the Bible.

Archived by permission.


http://byustudies.byu.edu/
https://scripturecentral.org/

W 1832, in what is designated a rev-
l elation on priesthood, the Lord

spoke rather shan:& ., referring to
the whole Church as being under con-
demnation because of their unbelief
and because they had treated lightly
the things they had received; a.ndgthis
condemnation, he said,

. » . resteth upon the children of Ziom,
even all.

And they shall remain under this con-
demnation until they repent and remember
the new covenant, even the Book of Mor-
mon and the former commandments which
I have given them, not only to say, but
to do according to that which [ have writ-
ten. {D. & C. 84:56-57.)

Brother Merrill's statement this
morning that he was not going to teach
anything new, recalled to my mind a
conversation he and I had on the way
home from a conference assignment a
few weeks ago. I sald, "Brother Mer-
tlll, have you a subject for me to dis-
cuss at the general conference?”

“Well, Brother Romney,” he an-
swered, "l can tell you this, that
neither you nor [ are under any re-
sponsibility to teach any new doctrine.

am going to talk about some funda-
mental principle of the gospel.”

In thinking over the E?qndamentals of
the gospel, the fundamentals of the
restoration, I remembered that in point
of time the first great fundamental
received was the vision of the Prophet
Joseph Smith. Following that vision
came the Book of Mormen, given to
the world as a revelation from God.
[ remembered, too, that six months ago
President George Albert Smith, speak-
i& to the General Authorities of the

urch and mentioning some subjects
that ht be discussed at conference
time, referred to the Book of Mormon.
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Address delivered at the Sunday
afternoon session of the 119th
annual general conference,
April 3, 1949, in the
Tabernacle

that event it will advise him of his
awful fate unless he changes his ways.

Very early in my life I became
mﬁat acquainted with the Book of
Mormon. The other day while going
through some old records, I found a
notebook I had used while in high
school in one of the Church academies.
In it I had written a short outline of
each chapter in the Book of Mormon.
I appreciate that training.

A FEW years ago as | began to prac-

tize law, members of my family
were a little uneasy. They were afraid
I would lose my faith. | wanted to
practise law, but | had an even greater
desire to keep my testimony, and so |
decided upon a little procedure which
I recommend to you. For thirty min-
utes each morning before I began the
day's work. | read from the Book of
Mormon—I read also from all the
other standard works of the Church,
but 1 am talking now about the Bock
of Mormon—and in just a few min-
utes a day | read the Book of Mormon
through, every year, for nine years. |
know that it kept me in harmony, so
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It is about the Book of Mormon I want
to talk today. | do so with just one
objective in mind: To get you to read
it.

[ have read it a little, I believe in it,
and I love it. | recommend that every
person within the sound of my wvoice
read the Book of Mormon. I can tes-
tify, as did Nephi, that the things writ-
ten therein persuadeth all men to do
good. It will enrich the life of every
person who will read it, unless he is
in rebellion against the truth; and in
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far as I did keep in harmony, with the
Spirit of the Lord.

Now I.want to tell you a few rea-
sons why I think you and 1 should
read the Book of Mormos. 1 ho
that while doing so, I shall enjoy
spirit of the Book of Mormon.

I do not know any single verse
which impresses the spirit of the Book
of Mormon on me more than the first
verse of the last chapter of Second
Mephi. As that great prophet ap-
proached the close of his record, he sald:
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ASSISTANT TO THE COUMCIL OF THE TWELVE

And now 1, Mephl, cannot write all the
things which were ht among my peo-
ple: neither am I mighty in writing, like
unto spealking:

My, how I would have enjoyed hear-
ing him speak! When I read his writ-
ings, they well-nigh overcome me. In
the following words he gives the key
to his powerful speaking:

. . . for when a man speaketh by the

ower of the Holy Ghost the er of the

F[o[}r Ghost carrieth it unto the hearts of
the children of men. (II Mephi 33:1.)

I pray that while I speak I shall have
the spirit of the Holy Ghost, and I
pray that you will have the same spirit,
that we may all be edified.

The first reason for reading the Book
of Mormon which I want to mention
is that it izs approved by the highest
authority in the universe, the Lord him-
self. He said to the Prophet Joseph
Smith, “Behold, thou wast called and
chosen to write the Book of Mormon.”
(D. & C. 24:1.) Later on, when the
Prophet Joseph Smith received the
record, the Lord said that he was given

.« - power to translate through the mercy
of God, by the power of God, the Book of
Mormen. (Ibid.,, 1:29.)

After the Prophet Joseph had trans-
lated that part of the record which he
had been told to translate, the Lord
said: ", .. and as your Lord and your
God liveth it is true,” (Jbid.. 17:6)
and “. . . contains the truth and the
word of God.” ([Ibid., 19:26.)

Here are some more things the Lord
said about it:

.. .a record of a fallen people, and the
fulness of the gospel of Jesus Christ to the
Gentiles and to the Jews also, ([bid, 20:

9.)

And the Book of Mormon and the holy
scriptures are given of me for your In-
struction. ([bid., 33:16.)

¢ « + the elders, priests and teachers of
this Church shall teach the principles of my
gﬂspel. which are in the Bible and the

ook of Mormon., ([bid.. 42:12.)

wOTHER reason I like the Book of

Mormon and want you to read it

is that it will sustain you against at-

tacks being made by the modernists

against that other great scripture, the

Bible. The Book of Mormon is not

only a new witness for God: it is also

a witness to the truth of the Bible. If
I had the time, I could give you ma

{Continued on page 328
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{Concluded from page 327)
. « + And God Was There

Look, God, I have never spoken to you,
But now I want to say, “How do you do?”

exist,
And, like a fool, T belleved all this.

I figured right then they had told me a lie.

Had I taken time to see things you made,

I'd bave known they weren't calling a
spade a spade,

1 wonder, Ged, if you'd shake my hand.
Somehow I feel that you will understand.
Funny I had to come to this hellish place
Before I had time to see vour face.

Well, [ guess there isn't much more to say,

But I'm sure glad, God, I met you today

I guess the “zero hour™ will scon be here,

But I'm not afraid since I know you're
near.

The signall Well, God, T'll have to go;

I like you lots, this T want you to know,

Look, now, this will be a horrible fight—

Who knows, I may come to your house
tonight.

Though [ wasn't friendly to you before,
I wonder, God, If you'd wait at your door,
Look, I'm crying! Mel Shedding tears—
I wish I had known you these many years.

Well, I have to go now, God, good-byel
Stru:&gu. since I met you, I'm not afraid to
ie.

You see, God, they told me you didn't

Last night from the shell hole I saw your

POWER IN PRAYER

Our Master, just before his zero
hour, spent the night in the garden in
prayer. We are told that he shed
drops of blood, but the concluding
words of that prayer show that he re-
ceived his strength, “. .. not my will,
but thine, be done” (Luke 22:42) were
his concluding words and then on the
Cross:

Father, forgive them; for they know not
what they do, (fbid., 23:34.)

WE are here today, brethren and sis-

ters, because this great Church of
ours has been organized—a wonder-
ful organization—established for the
last time, never to be taken away from
the earth or given to another people,
and all in answer to a prayer, a p:i?rar
in a garden, the Sacred Grove. Yes,
there is power in prayer, and I trust
that we will look up. brethren and sis-
ters, look up to the skies, that from
now on that statement that prayer is
the most unused resource of the world
will not, at least, apply to Latter-day
Saints and also the saying that people
use their prayers very much as a
spare tire, only in times of emergency,
when we are sick or have trouble.
May that also not be true of us, but
may we pray always and live, as we
pray so that we, too, can say, "Not
my will, O Lord, but thine be done,”
I pray in the name of Jesus Christ.

meT.

{Continued from page 283)
specific instances on that point. The
Book of Mormon accepts the Bible
unreservedly as the word of God. It
accepts the five books of Moses as
having been written by Moses. This
the modernists deny. It accepts the
great prophecies of Isaiah as the
prophecies of the son of Amos. The
resurrected Lord himself said, as re-
corded in the Book of Mormon, "Great
are the words of Isaiah,” and he ad-
vises us to read them. Purther, this
Book of Mormon, the doctrines in it,
will sustain you against many false
doctrines that are current in the world
today.

About two weeks ago, [ sat in a
group where a learned man was di-
recting a discussion. He presented the
modern doctrine that there is no per-
sonal responsibility for wrongdoing, 1
have heard that doctrine pressed so
far as to hold that if a man commits a
crime—lies, steals, commits adultery,
or even murders—he has no personal
responsibility for his act, but that it is
the responsibility of society. 1 com-
pared that evil doctrine with the teach-
ings Lehi gave to his sons as he was
about to go down into his grave. I re-
member how he taught his sons that
men were placed upon the earth be-
tween good and evil, that they were
i sufficiently taught to know the differ-
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ence between them, that they were en-
dowed by their Creator with power
to act for themselves, and that they
are held responsible for their decisions
and actions. And as the Lord liveth,
that doctrine is true. Lehi carefully
instructed his sons on these important
Fr[m:[p]es under which they were to
ive and under which all people on the
earth are to live. He taught them that
there was an opposition in all things,
as Brother Merrill explained this morn-
ingz_[, the power of evil and the power
of good. He told them that they were

. « . free according to the flesh; and all
things are given them which are expedient
unto man. And they are free to choose
liberty and eternal life; . . . or to choose
captivity and death. (II Mephi 2:27.)

This doctrine that man is not moral-
ly responsible for his own acts, which
is gaining wide acceptance in the
world today, is the doctrine of the evil
one. If you will read the Book of
Mormen, you will be convinced of
that, and wou will have a defense
against it if you will acecept the Book
ot Mormen.

Now, I like the Book of Mormon,
and you will like it, because it is a
great American book. It was written
in America, by Americans, for Ameri-
cans. It has peculiar application to
MAmerica. It is not full of foreign
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ideologies and uninspired interpreta-
tions of men. I believe that I am within
the mark when I say that between the
pages of that great book there is more
ultimate truth about the over-all his-
tory of America than there is in any
other book and, I will go so far as to
say, more than in all the libraries of the
world where there isn't a Book of
Mormon.

In it the history of this great land of
America is foretold. Up until 420 A.D.
the coming to pass of the history as it
was foretold was faithfully recorded
by the historians who witnessed it.
‘We who are acquainted with the Book
of Mormon know that the history of
America from 421 A.D. to the present
time is clearly foretold therein—the
long withholding of the knowledge of
the land from the Gentiles, the coming
of Columbus as referred to by Presi-
dent Levi Edgar Young this morning,
the coming of the Pilgrim fathers, the
establishment of this great nation, the
ushering in of this great last dispensa-
tion. All these things are there fore-
told as clearly as anyone can write
them now after they nave transpired.
The coming to. pass of these great
prophecies of the Book of Mormon is
an evidence of its divinity which the
world cannot destroy.

YYf the future of America the Book

of Mormon gives some wonder-
ful views. I have not time to go into
them in detail, but I would to our Fa-
ther in heaven that the people who
have the management of this nation
would become acquainted with them.
The Book of Mormon advises us that
Jesus Christ, our Redeemer, is the God
of this land and that he has said some
very definite things about the future
of America. Our own nation has a
great stake in that future. If we will
live the laws that the God of this land
teaches in the Book of Mormon, we
can participate in the realization of the
marvelous promises made for the fu-
ture of America. Here the New Jeru-
salem shall arise, and Christ shall come
and bring peace to the earth.

Now, I like the Book of Mormon,
and you will like it, too, for the cour-
age and the strength it inspires in times
of discouragement and stress. Consid-
er as an example a few incidents from
the life of Nephi, whom I love and
whom you will love, too, I'm sure, if
you become well acquainted with him.

You will recall how, when he came
down from the mountain where he had
been praying to the Lord, he found his
elder brothers whining because the
Lord had told them to go up to Jeru-
salem and get the brass plates. He
did not join in their whining. When
he learned of the commandment, he
said unto his father:

.-- I will go and do the things which
the Lord hath commanded, for I know that
the Lord giveth no commandments unto
the children of men, save he shall prepare
a way for them that they may accomplish
the thing which he commandeth them. (I
Nephi 3:7.)

(Concluded on page 330)
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(Concluded from 319)

hen they reachedpj.?ueusalem. La-
man was chosen to {gﬂ into the cli_?'
and get the record from Laban. He
did not get It. however, because he
knew he could not get it. When Laban
said to him, “You are a robber, and
[ will slay thee,” he ran. Arriving out-
side the city walls, Laman, with Lem-
uel, wante:‘l” to go down into the wil-
derness to their father without the
record, but Nephi said:

.« « As the Lord liveth, and as we live,
we will not go down unto our father in
the wilderness until we have accomplished
the thing which the Lord hath commanded
us. (lbid., 3:15.)

Yielding to Nephi, they went to their
former home and gathered up their
recious possessions which they of-
red for the records. Pursued by
Laban’s guard, they abandoned their
wealth and fled for their lives. Again
the elder brothers desired to return
to their father in the wilderness. They
spoke harsh words to Mephi and so
severely whipped him that an angel
came and corrected them. After t
anlgel had departed, Laman and Lem-
uel continued to murmur, saying:

. . » How Is it possible that the Lord will
deliver Laban into our hands? Behcld, he
is a mighty man, and he can command ffty,
vea, even he can slay fifty: then why not

us

And It came to pass that I [Nephi] spake
unto my brethren, saying: t us go up
again unto Jerusalem, and let us be faithful
in keeping the commandments of the Lord;

THE BOOK OF MORMON

for behold he i= mightier than all the earth,
then why not mightier than Laban and his
fifty, yea, or even than his tens of thou-
sands. (fbid., 3:31; 4:1.) .

Nephi finally went in alone and came
back with the plates. He had faith;
he had courage; and with the help of
Almighty God he accomplished the
thing which he had been sent to do.

One of the most outstanding faith-
promoting statements of Mephi was
made when they reached the border
of the sea after they had been in the
wilderness for eight years. The Lord
told him to build a ship. He did not
have any ore or tools or material with
which to build the ship but, nothing
daunting, he went into the mountain
and dug out the required ore, From the
skins of animals he made a bellows
with which to blow the fire, which he
started by striking two stones together.
As he made preparations to build the
ship, his brothers said of him:

. . « Or brother is a fool, for he thinketh
that he can build a ship: yea, and he also
thinketh that he can cross these great
waters. ([bid., 17:17.)

Mistaking his scrrowing over thelr
misconduct for discouragement, they
taunted him. He then stood up in the
power of the spirit and sald unto
them:

.« . If God had commanded me to do all
things | could do them. If he should com-
mand me that I should say unto this water,
be thou earth, it should be earth; and If [
.Shu;l].d say it, it would be done. (Ibid., 17:
50,

Here is an example of faith and
courage which, if we can emulate, will
do much to help us through our doubt-
ing and discouragement, for we serve
the same God that Nephi served, and
He will sustain us even as he sus-
tained MNephi if we will serve him even
as Nephi served him.

I urge you to get acquainted with
this great book. Egead it to your chil-
dren; they are not too young to un-
derstand it. [ remember reading it
with one of my lads when he was very

ung. On one occasion [ lay in the
E’m bunk and he in the upper bunk.
We were each reading aloud alternate
paragraphs of those last three marvel-
nusmgaapters of Second Nephi. 1 heard
his voice breaking and thought he had
a cold, but we went on to the end of
the three chapters. As we fnished he
said to me, “"Daddy, do you ever cry
when vyou read the Book of Mor-
mon?"’

“Yes, Son,” | answered. “Sometimes
the Spirit of the Lord so witnesses to
my soul that the Book of Mormon is
true that I do cry.”

“Well," he said, “that is what hap-
pened to me tonight.”

[ know not all of them will respond
like that, but I know that some of
them will, and I tell you this book was
given to us of God to read and to live
by. and it will held us as close to the
Spirit of the Lord as anything I know.
Won't you please read it?

God bless you. Amen.

WE SHOULD EMPR{WET)UR COMMUNITIES

(Continued from page 280)
assoclates—even though they be not of
our falth, nevertheless they, the major-
ity, desire righteousness rather than
evil to predominate in the communities
in which they live. And so it is up to
vou and me, where we are minorities,
to make ourselves majorities by con-
verting those who need converting to
these specific programs, programs
which we have in mind to bring about
the kind of suitable conditions under
which we can establish our homes and
rear our children. Our efforts should
not be confined to the times of politi-
cal elections. We should be on duty
always.

T WANT to say again, | commend the

legislature from the bottom of my
heart. Qur fine stalwart brethren stood
in this last state legislature and raised
their voices under the inspiration of
their priesthood to uphold and sustain
r‘iﬂhtemﬁn&s in the enactment of laws.

e had a conflict, in our own legisla-
ture here last time, which I want to
mention for a moment, on two or three
issues, specifically which came before
them. We should have them in mind
as we go back to our homes and begin
to devise ways and means by which
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we can accomplish our righteous pur-
poses. [ might say at the outset that
what we undertake to do for our-
selves is not with any selfish purpose
in mind. It is not to obtain any power
or dominion over others. It is to bring
to them, in effect, the same blessings
that we seek for ourselves, those
given rights secured to us by the laws
of this great nation. And so we can
go forward. If any of us have any
oubts as to our rights in this matter,
we need only to read the 134th section
of the Doctrine and Covenants to find
all of the instruction and inspiration
that any righteous man needs to go
forth and do his duty. We must all
strengthen the community in which we
Iiveﬁ:m a civic and political as well
as a religious standpoint. I tell you,
my brethren and sisters, that when we
exercise this kind of faith and courage
in behalf of our neighbors as well as
our own members we will accomplish a
%reat missionary work in this world,
here will be men and women brought
to investigate the principles of the
Fc] because thzgr will see the kind of
ruits in us which this gospel has borne.
Their doors will be opened to us
through our civic activities to preach
the gospel of the restored kingdom and

to bring the same joy and happiness
into the hearts of our neighbors with
iwhich the Lord has b[ESSeg us all our
ives.

We had a conflict up there In the
legislature about the Sabbath day. I
would like to go into some of the things
that have been said about the Sabbath
day from the time of Adam on. So
far as 1 know the Lord has never
changed the law of the Sabbath. In
the ga}rs of early lsrael with all of
Israel's faults they kept the Sabbath
day holy, and they did the Lord's work
on the Sabbath day. They literally
closed the gates of Jerusalem. They
did not permit vendors to bring their
wares to the gates to be sold on the
Sabbath daﬁ. %Ve have had the gospel
of the Sabbath day proclaimed to us
through all generations of time. Should
there be any doubt in our minds as to
what course the Latter-day Saints
should take with reference to the Sab-
bath day? Are we to open our stores,
are we to carry on our commercial
transactlons on the Sabbath day the
same as we do on a weekday, or are
we to close our establishments? Well,
the answer is obvious. Now, why isn't
any law which has for its purpase the
maintaining of the Sabbath day sacred
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